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MEMOIR OF NIEBUHR. 



NIEBDHR-S BESlDEarCE IS BERLIN UP TO JULY, 1818. 

In the spring of 1815, Madame Niebuhr's state of 
health altered for the worse, with a rapidity which 
revealed the fiill extent of her danger. Madame 
Hensler, on bearing of it, hastened to Berlin, and 
shared in Niebuhr's cares and fatiguea Her sister 
lingered till the 2l8t of June, when she died in the 
arms of her husband. He had never spoken to her of 
her approaching death, much as he longed to receive 
her parting wishes, because the physician forbade all 
excitement. Once only, a few days before her death, 
as he was holding her in his arms, he asked her if there 
was no pleasure that he could give her, — nothing that 
he could do for her sake ; she repUed, with a look 
of unutterable love, "You shall finish your History 
whether I live or die." This request was ever present 
to his mind, and he regarded its fulfilment as a sacred 
duty, though years elapsed before he was able to 
resume his work. 
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Madame Kiebuhr's death was an unspeakable 
bereavement to her husband. Their early marriage, — 
the perfect harmony of their sentiments and tastes, — 
the perils and anxieties they had shared during the war, 
— the passionate interest with which they both regarded 
political erents, — even their childlessness, had bound 
them so closely together, that they had scarcely a 
thought or a wish apart from each other. It is a proof 
of the high character of her mind, that she was fiilly 
capable of appreciating her husband's intellect, and of 
entering into all the topics which interested him. He 
was in the habit of conTorsing with her on the subjects 
of his researches, and consulting her even on his 
political relations. Such a union can exist only once in 
a hfe-time, because a common history furnishes a deep 
ground of sympathy, such as nothing else can replace. 
Thus, throughout the remainder of his life, Kiebuhr felt 
the inadequacy of any other companionship to supply 
the place of that which he had lost, tenderly as he was 
attached to his second wife. The depth of his affliction 
was proportioned to the happiness he had enjoyed ; still 
he recognised the duty o{ striving to endure his pain 
with fortitude, and devoting his life and powers to the 
service of others. 

A few weeks after his wife's death, the government 
proposed to send him as ambassador to Rome, in order 
to negotiate a Concordat with the Pope. Under other 
circumstances, this proposal would have given him the 
greatest gratification, as affording him the opportunity 
of carrying out his long-cherished wish of visiting the 
scenes of his History ; but now he shrank from the 
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atter isolation from his friends which it would iayolre. 
He however accepted it, as a matter of duty. Accord- 
ing to the plan first proposed, he was to leave Berlin 
the same autumn, but his departure was unavoidably 
postponed ; first, on accoimt of the preUmiuaries which 
had to be arranged before he could take his instructions 
with him ; and then, because Hardenberg wished to 
make him a member of a Commission to draw up the 
Constitution. The appointment of this Commission was, 
however, afterwards given up, or at least indefinitely 
postponed. 

jfadame Hensler had remained with Niebuhr for 
some time after his wife's death. He accompanied her 
on her return, in order to take leave of his fiiends 
before their long separation. He strongly wished that 
she should accomp^my him to Rome. Much as Madame 
Hensler loved him, she at first felt reluctant to part 
with her home and friends, but at length acceded, and 
promised to come to him in the spriag, with her adopted 
daughter, Margaret Hensler, a niece of her husband. 

Meanwhile, Niebuhr passed his solitary winter in a 
state of extreme depression, and his health sufiered so 
much, that he sometimes suspected he had caught his 
wife's disorder. Yet he seems to have accomplished an 
extraordinary amount of work. He, indeed, found it 
impossible to return to his Roman History ; it revived 
too many painful recollections; taid while he could 
force himself to industry, he could not command the 
productive energy, which seldom exists in the absence 
of happiness and vigour. But he studied the canon 
law, as a preparation for his mission, — prepared, in 
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coDJunctiou with Heindorf and Buttmaon, an edition of 
the Fronto, discovered by the Ahh6 Mai, — continued 
hia lessons to the Crown Prince,— wrote a prefece to 
M. Von Vincke's Essay on the Internal Administration 
of Great Britain,* — an Essay on Fronto, containing a 
description of Marcus Antoninus and his age, and 
another on the Geography of Herodotus, — drew up a 
memorial on the freedom of the press, at the request 
of Hardenberg, — and wrote an answer to a pamphlet 
on Secret Associations, by Professor Schmalz, the 
Rector of the University.t This pamphlet was entitled 
" Correction of a Passage in Venturini's Chronicle for 
the year 1808." It was, however, in fact, an attack on 
the Tugendbund, in which moreover Schmalz attributed 
unworthy motives to the sacrifices that Prussia had 
made in order to throw off the French yoke, and tried 
to prove that secret societies, of a treasonable character, 

• Vincke, Uie Mend and disciple of SWn, eiitai«d public lifa m SecreUry 
to the Chamber of Brandenburg, 17B6, before he had eompleted his twentf- 
fiirt yeir. On Stein's prewnting him to Frederick IL, the King eidumed, 
"What I do you miko children coundllors here)" to which Stein repLed, 
"Tea, aire, a child in jeue, but a boarj head in wiedom." He roeo rapidly, 
and when Stem ww made Minieter in 1804, eucoeeded him as Preaident of the 
Weetphalian Chambera. The etruggle with Fmnoe brought him many Ticieai- 
tudM. It waa during a temporary retirement in ISIO that he wrote the 
daaaical work abore-named, which was edited by Niabufar in 1813. He wu 
afterwards aireatad by the Frenoh, ajid hia papera taken from him. In 1818 
he returned to Gemiany, waa made oivil governor of Westphalia, where he 
diapUyad gmat Mtivity and ekill in the oixaniaation of the volonteera and the 
militia. On the Battlement of afiiiie in 1816, he was appointed Supreme 
Preddent of Weatphalia, on which prorince hie administmtion haa conferred 
inwrtim a H e beneflts in derelopiug the naooroaa of the countiy, and aiding tbe 
I^ognra of education. Hiseldeet ion, bom in 1810, is well known in England 
aa one of the leaden, end the greateat oiater of the liberal party in Pnisaia at 
the praaent tdma. 

t An extract from this reply wiU be found in the third Tolume, tmd the 
greater part of the Euay on liVonto. 
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"were still in existeace and activity. Schleiermaclier, 
Priederich Forster, Koppe, and Krug, as well as Niebuhr, 
entered the lists against him, and the controrersy was 
waged with great Tehemence, till a royal edict appeared 
in 1816, forhidding the fiirther discussion of the subject 
under heavy penalties. Besides these various occupa- 
tions, we find Niebuhr also endeavouring to restore the 
tone of his miud and invigorate his health by riding 
lessons, walks, and visits to his &iends, but with little 



After the arrival of Madame Hensler and her niece in 
April, 1816, his health improved, and his grief assumed 
more the character of a quiet melancholy. About 
this time he wrote the life of his fiither — a model of 
biography, Uvely, truthfiil, and affectionate. His 
departure for Eome, which had been fixed for April, 
was again postponed till July, because his instructions 
were not ready. Meanwhile, the presence of Madame 
Hensler and her niece gradually cheered him ; the 
former was as closely acquainted with his inward and 
outward life as his Amelia had been; Margaret Hensler 
soothed him with her gentle attentions, and gave him 
peculiar pleasure with her sweet singing. After some 
time be engaged himself to her, and married her before 
he left Berlin. 

Niebuhr's young wife was well aware that his heart 
still clung too strongly to t^e past, for him to be 
susceptible of positive happiness ; she sympathised with 
his feelings, and trusted that time would restore him to 
a brighter frame of mind. She was of a noble, affec- 
tionate disposition. She could not, indeed, though a 
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cultivated woman, eater into her husband's deeper 
researches and political ideas as fully as his first wife 
had done, but she bad strong practical sense, and was 
devoted to him. Unfortunately for both, her constitu- 
tion was almost as delicate as that of Amelia. 

Niebuhr and his wife wished tbat Madame Hensler 
should still accompany them, but she felt tbat it was 
best to leave the newly-married pair alone ; and felt 
besides, that it was a somewhat hazardous experiment 
to transplant herself in middle life into a foreign country 
and an untried position, when no longer called to do so 
by the duties of friendship. She therefore firmly with- 
stood their pressing entreaties to accompany them, and 
returned to Kiel. 



EjctraeU from Niebitlir's Letters from Augiat, 1815, 
to July, 1816. 

CXCU. 
TO MADAME HENSLER. 

Berus, 5lh Augutt, 1S15.* 

This date would be a sufficient token that I have reached 
the end of my journey, to you, and to our brothers and 
sisters, who will most likely he at your house, when this 
reaches you, expecting to hear some tidings of the poor 
friend who has left them. Indeed, I cannot write much more 
for weariness, from which, owing to the heat of tlie weather, 
added to the depression produced by my loneliness, I am 
suffering much more now, than on the more fiitiguing 
journey to Lubeck with yon. 

I arrived here to-day at noon, and found no letters. I 
feel extremely exhausted. This is only temporary, but shall 
I ever cease to feel the void, the desolation in my home, 

* Writtau on tin ratura from Lubeck. 
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vhicb now crushes and deadens my heart ? I douht if these 
feelings will yield even to the most strenuons occupation. 
Time will show. I had the same Bort of feelings once before, 
eighteen years ago, when I returned to Copenhagen after my 
engf^ment with Milly, and after I had spent bo long a 
time with you ; I conquered them then, but it was a terrible 
struggle. However, I muBt do as well as I can. On the 
jonmey, my eyes often filled with tears, but the constant 
onward motion did me good, though it was through a very 
tame country. Now, I sit before the objects which ought to 
cheer the mind by giving it fuU occupation, as a sick man, 
who loathes food, sits before a table which has been carefully 
spread with all that would please hia palate, were he in 
health. 

God reward you for your presence when Milly died, and 
for staying with me afterwards ! If you could have remained 
here longer, if yon were here now, I should feel differently ; 
but it could not be, and perhaps it is best as it is. You 
have again left me a treaaure in your remembrance. Oh 
that I were not so thirsting for conversation, or, rather, for 
sympathy ; that I cannot get used to having no creature with 
whom I can talk of the past ! Only to have a child, like 
little Sophy with me, that I loved, would be worth more to 
me now than the most intellectual society. But it is needless 
to paint to you the feeling of loneliness with which I sit 
within these dreary walls. It was by the same road that I 
came to Prussia with MiUy ; for the most part, the same by 
which we returned last autumn ; I entered the city by the 
same gate, drove along the «ame streets. I was so unused 
to live alone that it made me quite dependent. My inward 
consciousness refuses to believe that I am alone, even more 
now, than when you were still here, and I could have the 
consolation of speaking of my sorrow with you. When I 
awake from sleep, for the first moment I cannot believe 
in my solitude. You know how, when the news of victory 
first came,* and every time fresh tidings of advance were 
brought us, I always used to turn round, ae if I could still go 

* The antrance of the Alliea into Pktu. 
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to her bedside and tell her aboat it. I feel as if Milly or you 
miut be near and within reach, as yon always hare been in 
past times, for me to tell you all that is in my thoughts. 

There is, indeed, no need to cherish and feed these 
feelings to render them lasting ; hut to try to repress them 
would seem to me a sin, and a renunciation of the only 
medium of communicaUon by which I can reach Milly, and 
afford her the one blessing which was indispensable to her in 
life. But the difficulty will be to combine the emotion which 
arises from this, with the firmness, without which I should 
be more liable than ever to sink under my grief. 

A thousand, thousand thanks to you for all your boundless 
and unspeakable love and faitbfulness, and you must say 
the same to our brothera and Bisters, for the love which they 
have shown me both iace to face and in their letters, I feel 
sure you will write the day after to-morrow ; that you will 
not wait to receive this. How could such formality be 
possible between us ? I quite reckon upon receiving a letter 
from you on Friday — the first to me alone for sixteen years ; 
and I shall count the days till it comes. Beg Behrens and 
Lena and Freddy to write very often to me also. My sister 
will do it without reminding. They all know how dear they 
and their letters are to me. I want to know how travelling 
agrees with Cartbeuser, and what he is going to do. 

My journey was not attended with any personal incon* 
veniences. With several of the postihons I chatted very 
sociably ; iu this way one learns a great deal ; and even 
among this class, friendliness goes farther than large fees 
without it ; at least with many.- The one firom Ratzebui^ 
was quite sorry that he could not drive me farther; he, and 
one of those in Mecklenberg, had been robbed of their hard- 
earned saviogs by the French. He gave the Danes a good 
character ; there were bad men, indeed, everywhere, but at 
Batzeburg they had mostly sided with the inhabitants, and 
protected them against the French; they were not to be 
complained of. How is that beautifiil country disfigured ! 
Almost all the wood in the valley in which the city is 
situated, has been cut down during the war. I have heard 
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mach, wliicli I can well belieye, of the bitter poverty left 
behind, after those calamitous times have passed away; 
of the heavy contribntions levied on the inhabitauts of 
Mecklenburg; of the gradual drying ap of all sources of 
trade. With us, too, things are bad enough, but the people 
bear their burdens cheerfully ; in the Marches every one ia 
in good spirits, and things look encouraging, at least for the 
agricultural population. 

I will now go out and make one or two calls. 

Farewell! Of course I shall write again bood, and will 
always write when I want to lighten my heart. With a little 
use, I could sit at the table before the sofa, and silently 
converse with Milly and you ; but that would be a short road 
to ineanily. 

cxcm. 

Bbbuk, nA Angait, 1815. 

The quiet melancholy which you desire for me, I seldom 
enjoy. I am, indeed, sufficiently alone, but my mind is in 
sad coniusion. Every thing around me jars upon my feelings 
like a false note. The mornings are my least desolate times, 
because I rise late, and go to sleep late, generally with some 
fever, so that I awake weary and stupefied. I am the 
freshest about the middle of the day. The alterations which 
the servants have made in the arrangements of the furniture 

during my absence, are the following. My only wish 

would be, never to leave this dwelling, for here I always feel 
as if Milly were still alive and with me, and often as il I saw 
and heard her busy about her household duties, or other 
things. At first I only saw her as she was during her illness, 
sitting, or lying down, but now, as she used to be in former 
times. Yon are jost as present to me. When I go out, 
something impels me home again, and makes me feel as I 
used to do, when Milly was uneasy if I did not come home 
again as soon as possible. 

Evening, — Schmedding has just left me. I have had some 
hoturs of consoling conversation with him. The Beimers 
are at Magdeburg, and at the Goschens the swarm of dear 
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litUe children anaToidably disturbs conversation ; else neither 
of these families is among the number of those who shun all 
allnsion to the only subject vhicli it relieves me to speak of. 
You must not iaacy that I should not e^joy conversation mi 
scientific subjects even now, but this is not started, and what 
is said is not congenial to me. With Schmedding I talked 
a good deal about my futiure vocation, and not a little of 
Milly and you. You have left a strong impression on him, 
too, and he sees that your accompanying me would be the 
only blessing I cotdd still et^oy. He himself was very 
much affected, and I was able to give way to my feelings 
with him. 

The constant xain, together witJi my great lassitude, and 
the distance, have prevented my visiting the cemetery as yet, 
to see how far the workmen have got on. For God's sake do 
not take it for negligence ! On Sunday morning, I shall go 
to the mason, whom it is not easy to find at any other time, 
and OQ Monday, to the foundry. I cannot yet say, therefore, 
when I can lay the beloved corpse in its cool bed. I should 
like to do it on my birthday, and I hope to be able to 
jnanage it. 

You long to see Hilly, if only for a moment ? The pro- 
mises that you would fain give her, she has already received 
by words and deeds &om you, and taken with her into 
eternity. I dare not cherish the wish that you express ; for 
I feel as if it might very possibly be granted to me, and 
would cost me my reason. 

I can occnpy myself, thank Heaven I and if I could only 
stay here in quiet, all would be well. At least, I am reading 
records, and have also begun canon law. 

Bauch will in no case go direct to Rome. I shall, there- 
fore, still be much obliged to you to write to Lund, and offer 
him to travel with me free of expense. If I do not go yet, 
he can stay with me as a visitor till we set off. 
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CXCIV. 

Bbblin, UL SeplemUr, I81& 

I often busy myself with plans for profiting, to the utmost 
extent, by the adrfintages Bome presents : I should certainly 
need some assistants in order to do so. Perhaps it ia true, 
as people say, that in the clearer and brighter atmosphere 
there, one can work incomparably harder than here ; it had 
need be so, if I am to get my History written, in addition to 
performing the duties of my office, and studying the city and 
its treasures. I must, by degrees, search through all the 
manuscripts of the Vatican ; by so doing I can scarcely fail 
of making some discoTeries. I think I have a trace, which 
will not disappoint my hope of digging up a treasure, in an 
almost unknown Greek poet. I shall also look for palimpsests 
amongst the parchments in the archives, as well as those in 
the library. Sat aU this enlarges the sphere of my researches 
so indefinitely, that my goal seems quite to have receded out 
of ai^t. 

.... Heindorf has drawn my attention to the fragments 
of Heyue's autobiography contained in Heeren's ; I recom- 
mend you to read them also. It is quite another question, 
whether or not Heyne, who afterwards tried to grasp much 
more than he could retain, and accepted, as his due, the 
exaggerated admiration and false fame that was offered to 
him, was a distinguished philolc^ist; and this praise must 
be denied him. But the picture of his character, of his 
struggles under difficulties, and of his mind, which is given 
by these biographical fragments, as well as the poems 
prefixed to the work, deserves all respect. 



CXCV. 

BiBLiH, ISA S^ptmUr, ISIS. 

For some time past, I have been very unwell ; but it was, 
perhaps, nothing more than a cold, thoagh I had pains in 
my chest. At last it turned to influenza, which obliged me 
to take to my bed. However, I have remained true to my 
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reaolation, not to jdeld to effenunacf again, and yesterday I 
went out. I rejoice in this heavenly weather and lose the 
painful sense of sohtude : yoa like a beautiiul aatumn better 
than the summer, and Milly liked it too. We once enjoyed 
a most exquisitely beautiful aatumn in Copenhagen ; we took 
long walks in all directions, without regard to distance, and 
this a£Forded Milly the Ml enjoyment of what was to her the 
highest gratification. That was in the times when we hved 
as yet in perfect seclusion, when there were many, many days 
on which we had not a single caller, and whole periods 
passed away without oar, or even my making a visit. I had 
a dim feeling that it was best for us both ; Milly was less 
Batiafied ; and yet the storms and billows of the world have 
been too much for her strength. Heindorf 's stay with me 
has cheered me in another way. It is refreshing to feel that 
the pleasure of seeing one, can give animation and cheerful- 
ness to a friend from whom one has long been separated. 
Yon know how soothing this consciousness is, and how I 
have, more than once, renewed my youth in your society. 
Heindorf has done the suae among his friends here, of 
whom I am one of the dearest to him, and I do not care 
whether others be still dearer to him or not. 

Reserve, the silence of profound meditation, complete 
absorption in one's own thoughts, are easily recognised and 
must be honoured ; but where there is great talkativeness in 
general, and it is only when the conversation turns upon what 
is known to be the real vocation of the man, that it ceases to 
9ow freely, there must be other causes than those I have 
mentioned ; the man's heart is not in his calling, he does not 
live in it. Or, what comes to the same thing, he has not 
worked out results, which he cherishes, and with which he 
holds converse. Now this has been accomplished by 
Heindorf, to a wonderful extent, with regard to grammatical 
rules, and all that belongs to the narrower sphere of 
philology, so that he can form positive decisions, for which 
he can always instantly assign his reasons, where others have 
only a dim feeling. That he has elaborated his philological 
system, by unwearied assiduity, in spite of constant ill-health 
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from his childhood up ; that he has never allowed himself to 
be stopped id his prc^esB by sickness ; that he tbinltFt nothing 
of all his knowledge and acquirements, and knows no greater 
happiness than the admiration and love of those whom he 
rates above himself; that he even sets little value upon his 
peculiar department of philology compared to others ; that 
friendship and kindness are his sole ei^oyments, — all this 
makes him one of the most loveable persons among the 
literary men of my acquaintance. I am somewhat proud of 
his dedicating the most perfect of his writings to me, and 
inwardly rejoice that the one, with which he has connected 
my name, is that which, he says, will certainly endure, and 
has been written for posterity. 

To ^ve ^iin some pleasure during his stay with us, I 
invited his friends to meet him at dinner in the Thiergarten 
the day before yesterday, and asked Nicolovius and Ranch, 
(who spoils no society) as well. It was the first party that I 
had really enjoyed for many months. One is tempted indeed 
to reproach oneself afterwards, but yet it is right perhaps 
to change the current of one's thoughts. In former times 
too, I have reproached myself for it, if I enjoyed myself in 
a party which Milly did not share, and I preferred staying 
away on such occasions, because Milly never had, or would 
have, any pleasure for herself alone, so that she had much 
fewer enjoyments than I, and I would not suffer that. In 
general, too, she preferred my refusing invitations without 
her ; but after her illness assumed a serious character, she 
altered in this respect, and wished me to go into society, for 
the sake of change of scene and amusement. However, at 
that time, it would have been unbearable to me. 

There are many things which become indispensable to us, 
when we are accustomed to them; and if you are conscious 
of being able to fill more than one vocation, yon cannot 
repress the impulse to embrace more than one. Indeed, you 
feel that you wrong the cause, as well as yourself, if you 
renounce either of them. This is my feeling now with 
regard to the highest spheres of statesmanship. Unhappily 
we always learn wisdom too late, and I shudder when I look 
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at the jeuta that lie behind me, and the age I hare already 
reached. But this terror is nothing to my bitter remorae for 
faults and oversights on higher matters — the remembrance 
of which would soon overwhelm me, if I dwelt upon it ; and 
yet, not to drive it from me, Beems the only possible atone- 
ment for them. If there be another and a real atonement — 
for what destroys the energies, and makes life oseless, cannot 
be the right one— oh how thanliful I should be to any one 
who would announce it to me ! 
Your welcome letter has again done me much good. 



TO PERTHES. 

Bssua, Beptmba-, ISIS. 
I thank yon for the interest yon take in my mission, 
which is at least highly probable, though not absolutely and 
irrevocably fixed. My heart can scarcely be light or joyfol, 
when I am bidding farewell to my country, most probably 
for the whole of the short portion yet remaining to my life ; 
but certainly for so long a time, that if I retorii, it will be 
to live as a stranger in my own land, with changed feelings, 
and with habits that cannot be altered at an advanced age. 
Especially as the work which is the calling of my life, the 
Roman History — however the reverse may seem evident — 
cannot by any means be so well composed there as here. 
Finally, I must renounce the tasks that the times continually 
set before us, and in the performance of which, I have a 
most distinct inward call to co-operate. Now, if the ambas* 
sador to Home were bat the mediator of wise and wholesome 
measures, — ^but he is only the instrument of what he is 
ordered to undertake, and how little that will be in harmony 
with my views I can already perceive. For the true welfare 
of the Catholic church in our State, such a spokesman can 
do nothing at all ] since the ecclesiastical authorities of the 
Papacy are obstinately bent upon keeping the Church under 
their own jurisdiction, and the deep inward degeneracy of 
the Catholic clergy is not less prejudicial to it, than the 
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many perrerBe and mischieTons views held by Frotefltont 
statesmen. 

Many form an idea of this office, which is quite at variance 
with the reality, and then congratulate me on a mission, 
which woold indeed be glorious, if the attributes they assume 
really belonged to it. 

As regards philology alone, onqnestionably my stay there 
cannot be useless. Bnt I should have accomplished much 
more, could I have kept strictly to the unconditional fur- 
lough granted me in the first instance. The ambassador 
is nailed down to Rome, and Rome does not contain the 
twentieth part of the Uterary and historical treasures of 
Italy which would reward the labour of bringing them to 
li^t ; these are scattered over the whole country. But it is 
(urdained that eTerything good must be spoilt. 



TO PaOFESSOE BRANDIS. 

BiauK, 26a Apt^iio-, ISIS. 
Yon have applied to me, dear Mend, on a matter in which 
yon need counsel and assistance, and you apologise for it 
with a bashfiilnesB which proves that in this amiable, but 
self-tormenting weakness, you are the same as of old, just 
as yon are in all other points, but especially — and of this 
no one will ever 'doubt — in your sentiments towards your 
friends. I wish you could know, to your shame, not only how 
interesting your letter is to me, but how full of melancholy 
pleasure, for it recalls vividly to my mind that time when 
yon were with us in Berlin, as companion to my sister-in- 
law. The recollection of that time is indeed a melancholy 
pleasure to me, which you, too, could not willingly forget. 
It was the epoch at which I reached the quiet and secure 
haven of Uterary leisure, after passing through the storms 
that had convulsed society ; when a period of contentment 
and happiness began which aroused aU the inmost powers 
of my being, and rendered me capable of enterprises which 
I had long despaired of undertaking. Now, all is night 
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aronni] me ; I have lost aU which then made me rich, and 
taught me the true value of my riches; yet there are 
moments of strength, when the memory of the past is a 
source, not of torture, but of consolation. I thank you, too, 
most sincerely for the confidence you place in me ; for when 
a man has found that all his confidence in others has been 
abused, and that there is no firm rock on which he can 
build, and yet is conscious that he is himself futhful and 
trustworthy, he feels deep gratitude towards those who do 
him juBtice and trust him. 

It is very right and reasonable that you should wish to 
come to Prussia. That State in North Germany, which 
gladly receives every German, and regards him, when he 
has once entered her service, in the same light as a native 
citizen, is the true Germany ; and it is comparatively of 
little consequence whether it may cause some inconvenience 
to other neighbouring States, which persist in their isola- 
tion, in the face of God's providence and the general welfare, 
or even whether temporaiy and accidental defects may exist 
in its administration. They are but the moles in the face 
of the beloved one: I would not exchange our nation for 
ancient Rome itself. In Denmark you, as a German, can 
never breathe freely, can never feel that you have a father- 
land. Therefore you are right, and in the path of duty, to 
leave it, even if philology, and the other liberal branches of 
knowledge, were in a better condition there than is actually 
the case. I hope that the time will come, when the facility 
with which Germans make themselves at home in foreign 
countries will no longer form a trait in the national cha- 
racter, and rejoice over every instance I meet with. Bat 
the sudden progress which science and letters have made in 
Germany, renders it impossible for the philologist to find 
a fitting sphere beyond its limits; and this consciousness 
oppresses me when I look forward to my removal to Italy. 
Antiqmty in walls and stones is but the shadow of antiquity; 
the spirit lives in the ancient writings. 

I thank you most cordially for your friendly wishes 
concerning my future fate. God wiH not let it become 
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too hard to bear. He who has long been the spoilt child 
of foitone, feeU indeed bitter pain when he finds himself 
stripped of all his possessions and beggared ; but he, too, 
leama to endure. 

I hope that a very dear friend of mine, an excellent 
officer of cor army, will join me in Borne as soon as he can 
obtain leave of absence, and so I shall not be quite alone 
and forsaken in the strange country, of which I have an 
indescribable dread. Besides such isolated instances of 
faithfulness, and love which truly deserves the name, we 
have a soorce of joy and strength, sach as we never knew 
before, in the social and patriotic feelings that have prevailed 
in Germany since 1813, and we know it is not a delosioq 
which we are cheriBhing in oar hearts. 

cxcviu. 

TO HADAIIB HEN3LEB. 

30{& September, ISIE, 
The fiineral has had to be put off agEun ; the grave was 
not ready. Else I should have snatched myself &om my 
bed, and — ^perhaps God would have blessed me for it with a 
shorter illness. Thus, I have been obliged to pve up the 
hope of having the whole finished in the course of this week. 
So I shall bury my beloved Amelia on Sunday, the 8th of 
October^ It is the anniversary of our arrival here, and of a 
completely new period of our lives, full of joy and sorrow. 

I had written bo fax, when I fell into a state of insensi- 
bility, from which I was only recovered with difficulty, and 
then fell asleep, I wanted to give yon farther particulars of 
the requests I have to make of yon. So now I am really 
seriously ill, which I promised to let you know of. ... . 



CXCIX. 

BiBLIS, 9ih OiMer, 181S. 

- At last I hare reached the goal, and laid the corpse of oar 
beloved one in its resting-phice. It was yesterday afternoon 
at five o'clock ; the very hour at which we entered Berlin 
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bine years ago ; it was just growing dark then as we tnmed 
into our lodging ; as it waa now when I returned alone to my 
desolate room. 

In the morning I attended service in St Maiy's church, 
where a good man preached, and prepared myself with a still 
heart for the hitter way. Nicolovius and Gdschen, who 
knew of it, came in the afternoon to accompany me. May 
God reward them for it, aa well as for all the love and 
sympathy they show me ! We found everything ready, and 
the cotBn was lowered. When it had been let down, I sat 
on the planks, and was able to weep bitterly, and to pray 
from the bottom of my heart. God knows that I would 
gladly have rested in the grave, and that I looked with 
sorrowful longing on the empty space which, I feel assured, 
will never receive my corpse. 

In the evening I was quite alone again, and sofficiently 
composed to set about some necessary work. I felt more 
satisfied, as if I had laid my Milly in her bed. 

I will send you the occasional paper by the first opportu- 
nity;* and with it a catalogue of the works of art that have 
been recaptured and are now exhibiting. The Dantzic Last 
Judgment is a miracle of art, perhaps the highest specimen 
of its kind. 



BsBbn, letft OOcUr, 1S1& 
N.t left me an hour ago. — I have had a long conversation 
with him. First about myself; and then about my business 
in Bome, and what is to be done for the Catholic Church. — 
I told him, that all such measures as might really raise the 
church firom her terrible state of internal decay, lay entirely 
within the sphere of the legislature and the government, so 
much BO, that if they feU to do their part, no formal regula- 
tions to which the assent of the Komish court would be 
necessary, could avail anything, but must remun utterly 
fruitless. The measures most necessary to be adopted at 

• The prefii* 
Qreat Kitain." 
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borne, are to make a suitable provision for the payment of 
the clergy in the Rhine prorinces. West Pmseia, and Posen, 
as in these countries the church lands have been confiscated; 
(on the other side of the Rhine the salary of the parochial 
clergy has only amounted to 130 dollars per anntim since 
the concordat ;) to raise the character of the instruction in 
schools of every grade ; to establish good Catholic universities, 
0n which, however, we are met by the insuperable difficulty, 
that in that chorcb knowledge and talents are now so 
extremely seldom combined with piety — ^yoa can find the 
one or the other, but scarcely ever the two in union) and to 
choose eminent men for the cathedral chapters, which would 
secure the election of such for bishops, and, where the 
choice of the bishops falls immediately to the crown, to 
appoint only men of high character. Moreover, all decrees 
relating to the better regulation of the Catholic Church to 
which the assent of the Pope is necessary, ought to emanate 
from this place, and to be despatched to the ambassador in a 
fini^ed state. The latter would never be authorized to 
remonstrate against them: this would be to overstep the 
daties of his position. I told him that if the proposals were 
reasonable it would require very little skill to get them 
accepted ; if they were unreasonable it might still be possible 
to carry them through ; but who would suffer himself to be 
an instrument in such a work? With respect to many 
things of which the people here fancy the attainment possible, 
they should recall H's" words : " The angel Gabriel could 
not bring them to pass at Rome. The negotiations there 
might be divided into two classes, such as could be very 
easily transacted, and such as could not be transacted at all." 
I said, too, that skilful negotiations with Italians, patient 
preparation, silent observation of character in order to find 
out how to work upon it, were not my forte, and besides 
it was long since I bad had any practice of the kind. If, 
indeed, men awoke once more to great mms and great en- 
deavonrs, if one could embrace all around one with affection 

* FiobtMj W. Ton Btunbold^ who had been ambHMdor in Rome. 
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as in 1813, then in triiih my powers of mind might also 
re-awaken; hat here there was nothing great either to he 
done or sacrificed, nor yet to be obtained in a strughtforward 
way by ^mple sldll. As to resisting the encroachments of 
Rome, it was needless to preach to any one on that subject ; 
every one would do that who had not sold his heart to the 
priestly party. 

Yesterday I was too sad to write to yon. I tried to 
distract my thought by paying the Dohnas a visit, and I got 
something better than amusement by it. They were both 
very friendly, and showed much feeling ; and I was able to 
talk about my Milly. Believe me, it pains me more than 
anything, that no one enters at all into conversation with me 
on this subject. Everyone is silent when I speak of her. 
I am indeed not quite well, and still rather feverish ; bnt in 
a tender and calm state of feeling. For some time my 
safferings were great ; you know in general, from my letters, 
my condition from time to time. As it frequently passed 
into painfiil nervous excitement, this will explain and excuse 
to yon the irritability which has frequently appeared in 
them. My natural disposition is gentle — as it was when 
you first knew me ; my irritabihty has come on mach later 
in life. I miss two things in my Milly : — the life with her, 
and her lore. But this is not all ; I also miss the indescrib- 
able energy, which she imparted to me in a fiir hi^er 
degree than I was aware of. The grave is now in order. 
Would to God, that it might one day receive me, when I 
had hHea peacefully asleep in the consciousness uf having 
fulfilled my true vocation. 

CCL 

BiRLiif, 12lk Decmier, 181S. 
Your letter has been a great comfort to me. I feel much 
more satisfied, in the prospect of living with you. What I 
shall still feet the loss of, and enjoyed when I had my Milly 
with me, we will mourn over together. I only hope thfi<: 
now you will he able to come with an ea^ mind. I dread 
these last days for you, and the parting from those who 
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have always known what they possesBed in you. I ehall be 
a debtor to aU of tbein. .... 

My mind will be opened to the enjoyment of the treasures 
of Rome, and the beginning of a completely new life may, 
perhaps, make me young again. I am veiy' glad that our 
circle of intercourse will be small ; it promises me a life of 
close application to study. 

A very unsatisfactory tone of feeling prevail here, as it) 
the case, perhaps, throuj^out Qermany. The interest in 
literature ia bo much on the decline (indeed it is weaker now 
than during and ai^r the fever of the French Kevolation), 
and our bright Tisions bo fade away one after another, that 
we cannot help perceiving that the noblest opportunities of 
attaining a permanently higher intellectual standing for the 
nation have been thrown away or abased; and we have 
reason to fear that an age of mediocrity is before us. Oreat 
injury must inevitably result from so large a part of our 
youth having taken the field for a second tame ; they are 
nearly all snatched away from their studies. The first war 
did them no harm, but that was conducted in a different 
spirit from the present. The regiments of the line have 
given way to excesses, and what is still worse, many oflScera 
have acquired a taste for Paris. The noble path of life is 
terribly narrow, I have very few hearers as yet. 

As Gretchen herself has some apprehensions, do not 
persuade her to come with us. Only I should be so glad 
if you conld have some companion, who could be like a 
daughter to yon. If you conld but have little Sophy or 
Louisa. 

Since the weather has become so severe, I often vividly 
recall the time that I spent with Milly in Bordesholm, in the 
winter of 1800 — a golden age for her and for me. 

Fray take Christmas presents to the dear children at 
Ueldorf in my name ; and choose something pretty for our 
iriends at Husnm. 
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.... On Tuesday, Hardenberg aent for me, and fixed to 
hsTe an interview vith me the next day ; the resnlt of which 
is, that he has appointed me one of the Royal ConunisuonerB 
to take part in the deliherationg on the Constitution. This 
will necessitate an indefinite postponement of oar journey, 
for a considerable time will probably elapse before the dele- 
gates to the assembly are even named, much more before 
they arrive in Berlin. This may not take place, perhiq>B, 
till the end of January, and then we know by experience 
how slowly business advances in an assembly the members 
of which are totally unused to deUberations in common. So, 
though Hardenberg himself &ncies that the work mi^t be 
fmished by the end of March, or at farthest in April, we 
cannot at all reckon upon this being the case, and, in faet, it 
is impossible to fix any time for the termination of om" 

labours I do not know whether I shall find any 

sympathy with my views among my fellow members of the 
assembly, but I feel as though I should have missed an 
essential calling of my life, if I had had no share in the draw- 
ing up of the Constitution. We cannot expect that this work 
will result in the establishment of tboroogbly mature and 
wise institutions at the present moment. It can only be a 
beginning and a germ, to be gradually developed by time and 
circumstances. But if this opportunity can be seized to cany 
through even a few good laws, they may have lasting con- 
sequences. It will be a satisfaction to you also, that I have 
received this commission ; and when I said, at first, that it 
was not quite welcome to me personally, that was only in 
reference to its lengthening my separation from yon 

I have got the Servian national songs, and shall translate 
them where it is possible ; they are very beautiful. This 
season carries my thoughts back to the past very much. 
It was a time that Milly always enjoyed so much. Oh how 
willingly would I give my whole life for one year with her ! 
Even if it were a life most rich in pleasures and prosperity. 
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Yet a life rich in activity and nsefnlness I Bbonld not dare 
to sacrifice even at that price, and she wonld not wish it. 
May she watch over me (as you will too, with her spirit), and 
at last receive me to hereelf in peace. 



CCIIL 

Bbblbi, liA Jmuarj, 1816. 
A stranger has brought me a collection of modem Oreek 
songs. I send yon a translation I have made of one of 
them. Perhaps it will draw tears &om you, as it did from 
me. The modem Greeks believe that the soul does not 
port from the body till the form of the latter is destroyed 
by corruption. A child speaks thus from its grave to its 
mother : — 

" Beyond the rocky monntun peak, that rises high and f^wnlni^ 
Its summit wrapped in floatdng clouds, its steep glens dim and misty, 
Tbera gn>wi the herb forgetfulneas, beside tlie still cold founts. 
The motlier«iTe eats of the herb, and then forgets her jeeoling ; 
Hy mother, pluck tbe soothing herb, and then forget thy duling." 
Tie MaAtr. — "A thousuid times Fll pluck the herb, but X forget tbea never.'' * 

In another song, which begins — 

"Htou fiery-red carnation, thou pnrple hyacinth," 

the soul of the child, whose body is decaying, takes leave of 
the flowers which are planted on his grave, and asks them to 
bend down their heads to receive a kiss, and transmit it to 
his parents. Another relates how Charon, now the deemon 
of death, passes on his horse, through the village, with the 
host of dead after him, the little ones hanging to the saddle ; 
the poet entreats him to stop by the cool spring, that the sonls 

• " J«naeita Tom steilen Felagebirg, das hooh dort ragt und duster, 
— Die Sohaitel decken Wolken ibm, und Nebel fUllt die Klafte— 
D» wSebst am stillen ka!t«a Quoll, Tergessenheit das Kl&utlein. 
Das Kriiutlein pflilckt das Hutteracbaof, Tetgiazt eodami der LUmuier. 
Dos KrSutlcin pfllick', mein Miittercli™, ver^ttx sodann dee Kleinon." 
Die Mvittr.—." Icb |>Siick' en mir wohl tausendmul, vei'gesso Dein doch 
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may speak oDe word to their loved ones, and the cfaildl-en 
play with the flowers ! He denies it : they would not be 
willing to leare it agun. Many illustrate the praises of 
heroes, who are, it must be allowed, only captains of robber 
bands, but what men t You soon become accustomed to the 
rhythm, and exclaim with delight, that it is poetiy not 
beneath the poetry of old Greece ! . . . . 



Bebub, 20a Jimmrf, 18M. 
.... Some one preached to me lately that I should do 
this, and that ; take up my History, &c. I answered, happy 
is the man who has succeeded in convincing himself that 
the simple act of w illin g can enable himself and others to 
do every thing. If so, how auperflnous are all intellectual 
gifts ! We need only exert our will, and we are competent, 
not merely, as all tbe world has believed hitherto, to tasks 
requiring research and industry, but to produce works of 
genius. And this under all circumstances t It is not true, 
therefore, that genius is unfolded by outward circumstances, 
as plants and flowers are by spring-tide and summer, and 
that there are times and cases when genius can no more 
exist than tbe violet can blow in the autumn : it is not true, 
that in the age of Alexander there were no great poets, 
because there could be none then. From this truth, we may 
soar upwards in a straight line to the regions in which Fichte 
seemed to us weaklings to rave, and look forward to the time 
when tbe Will may suf&ce to make the rocks bear fruit, and 
the glaciers bring forth com. We may spare ourselves all 
sympathy with our sick and weak brother ; it is his own 
fault if he does not choose to be healthy 



.... Since [reading my treatise last Wednesday in the 
Academy] I have been busied in preparing the Fronto for 
the press. Heindorf and Buttmann take part in tbe critical 
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revision of it, but by far the largest aud most difficult task 
fells to my share. The Milanese editor has put together 
the loose leaves, (which are quite unconnected, only legible 
in parts, and alt<^ether form only, a small portion of the 
whole work,) withont the slightest regard to their natural 
order, and printed them in such a manner, that you cannot 
see where one fragment begins and another ends. I have 
1>een obliged, in the first instance, to reduce this chaos to 
the fragments of which it is composed, and must next bring 
together the parts which are immediately connected, or only 
separated by fragments which are lost. It is a work of 
great labour, but for which I have a peculiar talent, so that 
if I did not undertake it, centuries might perhaps elapse 
before the poor dismembered thing would find any one to put 
its limbs in their places again 

YoQ ask after my cough. I really cannot say when it 
began ; but I have been suffering from colds ever since the 
be^nning of December, because I am obliged to go out in 
all weathers ; to dinner, to the Crown Prince, to the riding 
school, and when I want to escape from solitude ; and then 
generally I have to walk long distances. About a fortnight 
ago, my cough was really veiy bad ; now it is of no conse- 
quence, only it is constantly irritated by the dust, and damp, 
and draught, at the riding-school, so that X have been some* 
times afraid I must give up this pursuit. This would be a 
pity, for I have conquered the greatest difficulty ; I have lost 
my awkwardness, and am told that I have much improved 
in a^lity. I feel safe and bold on horseback. If I remain 
a part of the sunmier here, I shall attend the shooting- 
gallery, and perhaps the fencing-school. When my cough 
was at the worst, it was a welcome thon^t to me that per- 
haps it might be a legacy from my beloved Milly ; the best 
gift she could leave behind with me. 

A thousand thanks for your tender and sympathising 
letter. But you do not know, you did not see, and cannot 
understand, how a work such as my History arises, and can 
alone arise, — ^in love and joy only, not in affliction, anguish, 
and bereavement. 



...dtyGooglc 



lUHOlR OF NIBBUHR. 



CCVI. 

BibLCT, loa ntmory, 1S10. 

My author liinuielf * ia a miserable hero, but the 

letters are extremely attractive, especiaUy the youthiiil letters 
of Marctis AntomnuB, which throw much light upon his 
inward history. What an angel do we find here too I But 
he likewise appears to have &llen in his later years under 
the sway of a woman, who has much more resemblance to 
Marie Antoinette, than poor Louis to Marcus Antoninus ; 
and this book makes it clearer, and more comprehensible, 
how it should have been possible for the rule of this 
heavenly man to promote and hasten the dissolution and 
corruptioD of the State. 

I have heard nothing more about the plague in Italy ; but 
I feel we must not at all conclude from this that the report of 
it was false 



I no longer doubt that we shaU go to Italy, unless the 
plague prove an obstacle, in which cose I should have great 
scruples about it, and, if you went with me, feel very anxious. 
There are certainly other considerations ag^Jist it, vrith 
regard to Gretchen, which press heavily on my heart. I 
have foretold the spreading of the pestilence to Italy ever 
since the autumn, as many can bear me witness ; it is not 
from any prophetic gift of mine, but on very natural 
grounds. It attacked Venetian Dalmatia a year ago, from 
which it had, np to that time, been excluded by quarantine 
regulations. It has also penetrated into Austrian Croatia, 
and is raging in Corfu. Hence we had reason to fear that 
it would advance from the Adriatic Sea over Italy. Besides, 
I hold to my assertion, that under certain circumBtances — 
when Death is hungry — it overpowers all the obstacles 
which in ordinary times bar its progress. That such is the 
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case ftt present, we may conclude from the fact that it has 
reached Corfii and Croatia, where all possible precaationg 
have been observed, and ap to this time successfiiUy. 

Flight might not be found quite so practicable ; if a place 
is really threatened, no one is allowed to paBs thence to the 
nei^bouring districts. But I think that the spread or 
cessation of the epidemic mnst be decided before we enter 
Lombardy, and, if Qod permit, we may wut in the Venetian 
Alps to see what torn things will take 



ccvni. 

Bkbuh, i7APaniary, 1816, 

Although here, as well as abroad, they keep to the system 
of leaving the public in the daric respecting the pestilence, 
things come to light from time to lame, from which the 
danger seems to grow more and more decided. The plague 
does not simply slay its victims and depopulate countries ; 
it eats away the moral energies as well, and ofleu quite 
destroys them : thus, as I have shown in my last public 
lecture before the Academy, the sadden and complete 
degeneracy of the Boman world from the time of Marcus 
AntouinoB onward, may be referred to the oriental plague 
which then entered Europe for the first time ; jnst as, six 
hundred years earlier, the plague, which was strictly speak- 
ing a yellow fever, coincides too exactly with the termination 
of the ideal period of antiquity, not to be regarded as a 
cause of it. In such epidemics the best individuals always 
die, and the rest degenerate morally. Times of pestilence 
are always those in which the animal and the devilish in 
human nature assume prominence. Neither need we be 
superstitious, or even pious, to regard great pestilences as 
something more than a conflict of the physical with the 
human history of the earth : I fear my conviction, that it 
indicates the victory of the negative and destructive, of 
the two contending principles, would be thought terribly 
Muiichiean and impious. 
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CCIX. 

Bbsldi, mk /wK, 1810.* 

I had BO much to say to yon, I do not know what I can 
and will say. I therefore intend to write very little to you 
to-day, and to wiut for your letter. I may still receive it 
here; and I hope that you will reckon upon it, as it is 
settled that Brandis is to come to as here.t 

My thoughts have travelled with you : you have arrived 
by this time. We still mean to depart at the time fixed 
with Brandis 

Heindorf died last Sunday, without being sensible of his 
approaching end. His friends will now have tc look after 
his seven orphans. My position will allow me to take my 
share. Why wag I never able to promise it to bim ? Yet 
he no doubt relied on his friend.! 

In the evening after you had left us, when your carriage 
went ont of si^t and I returned home, I felt very sad. 
Gretchen's spirits were quite overcome by the parting, and 
I recovered myself in trying to console her. 

Ood grant that you may be h^py 1 You need only wish 
for me the enjoyment of tolerable health ; for as it is now I 
can never get on. All will rejoice to have you back agun. 
Rejoice with them ; but remain to me what you have been. 

Give our best love to all our friends. 

OCX. 

BuLur, OA JiUg, 1816. 

Your confidence that I should become more tranquil, has 
not quite deceived you ; I am so on the whole. Gretchen 

* This wu tbs flrct letter Nlebuhr wrote after hit parting Itom itf«Hf fn» 
BeDaler, and her return home. 

+ Brandis aocompaiiied Hadame Henaler on har rstam to Holttsin. 

t In an earlier letter, Niebohr aaya : " one of the aoiia i* mj godchild. I 
ahall provide for him." For several yean after Beiodorf a death, hia family 
received a conaiderablc aum of money regnlajly every year, without beiim 
able to dlacover whence It cttme. In prooaai of time, ag th^ ciminutancea 
improved, it eeued, and it wu only after many yean that Niebnhr wa» found 
to have been the author of this Aseislanca, in addition to the other fiiendlj 
offioes he rendered them. 
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does all in her power to promote it. She enters thoroughly 
and kindly into my state of feeling. She keeps herself 
constantly employed, and has shown the greatest method 
and judgment in the arrangements and preparations for our 
removal and packing up, which she has executed with 
inde&tigable energy. She says, indeed, when she sees me 
sad, that it would depress her terribly if she did not hope 
that I shonld recover my spirits again in time. 

I do not despair of my mental powers. I derive much 
benefit fi:om ^mple warm baths ; they have already given a 
more healthy tone to my nerves. Gretchen has stood the 
fatigues of packing veiy well. Her chest is quite free from 
oppression, and she has Httle pain in her side. 

Our departure is positively fixed for the thirteenth. I 
shall not carry my instmctions with me ; it would take too 
long to wait for them as I had intended, and so I shall 
bravel forward at once. Hardenberg has promised to send 
them after me. 

We shall most likely take the most direct route. The two 
months and a half from now to the end of September is so 
short, that we must ourtml our stay wherever we can, in 
order to stop long enough at the important places to make 
some use of them. I have no answer firom Goethe ; bis 
wife is dead. 

Ton will write as often to me as you have time and ability. 
Pray write by the next post to Nuremberg, and a week later 
to Munich. I shall probably stay more than a week in 
Munich. 

I look forward to the journey with great pleasure — as much 
as I con now feel. Gretchen also enjoys the prospect. 

The sorting and arranging of my old papers has again 
excited very sad feelings. Many of them you will one day 
read, not without emotion ; some merit to be preserved. 
However, I do not now think that my death is near. Love 
to our friends. I shall write yoa one more letter home. 
God bless you. Farewell. 
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CCXl 

BnUK, 20(11 /ofy, 1819. 

Your anxionsly expected letter, in which and from which 
I hoped to take a blessing with me on my journey, has never 
arrived. Perhaps you have been persuaded to remain at 
Husnin. If bo, ten or twelve days will elapse before I find 
your letter at Nuremberg. 

I am BO tired and exhausted that even if you were actually 
here I could aoarcely aay anything rational to you. My 
audience with the King was on Wednesday, and not till then 
conld we make definitive preparations for the journey. The 
next day, my Milly's birthday) I wanted to celebrate here ; 
ihai is, at her grave. 

I cannot describe the feelings with which I leave tiiis 
place. I often foi^et my sorrows, but I cannot yet be 
happy. The general aspect of political affairs also weighs 
heavily on my mind. 

The Crown Prince has taken a vety affectionate leave of 
me, and shed tears at parting. All the other princes are 
likewise cordial and firiendly. 

People in general express sincere regret at my leaving, 
and hope that I shall return with official advancement; which 
I, whose judgment is imwarped, do not at all expect. 

The best piece of news I have to tell you is, that Gretchen's 
health is much improved. 

I must conclude. God bless you richly a thousand-fold. 
If possible, I shall write a few lines to you daily during our 
journey. 
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CHAPTER X. 

NIBBUBR-S MISSION IN BOHE. Fbom 1816 to lS2a. 

From tiaa time forward, Niebuhr was so entirely 
removed from the friends of his earlier life, that few 
&c\s respecting hia outward history are to be obtained 
excepting from his own letters. These, however, 
succeed each other in such an almost unbroken series, 
that they require but few connecting hnks, and there- 
fore there is little occasion to regret the absence of 
other sources of information. But, while his letters 
give a very complete picture of his personal circum~ 
stances and occupations, it must always be borne in 
mind, that most of them were written under jgreat 
restraint with regard to the expression of opinion upon 
outward events, on account of the surveillance exercised 
at the post-offices of the countries through which they 
passed. He often had to deny himself the utterance of 
a sentiment altogether, for fear of the total suppresnon 
of the letter. * 

Niebuhr quitted Berlin in July. His friend, Br. Brandis 
(now Professor of Philosophy in Bonn), accompanied 
him as Secretary of Legation. He had made the choice 
o( his secretary a condition of his accepting the mission, 

■ See p. U, wad bis lettar of 5th Fabnuur, 1820. 
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and in the first instance had offered the post to ProfeBsor 
Dahlmann, who however declined it, baring just accepted 
the ofSce of RepresentatiTe to the nobles and prelates of 
Scbleswig-Holstein. 

Niebuhr first visited Munich, where he stayed a fort- 
night partly to look through the MSS. of the Roy^ 
Library, partly to see his aged friend, Jacobi. Thence 
he proceeded to Innspruck, and visited the memorable 
scenes of the Tyrolese war. The next place at which he 
made any stay was Verona, where likewise he explored 
the manuscript treasures contained in the Library, and 
made his fiunous discovery of the Institutes of Gains. 
He spent a short time at Venice, Bologna, and Florence, 
and reached Rome on the 7tii of October. 

Niebuhr had sent his books by sea to Leghorn. He 
soon learnt that the ship had been wrecked at Calaia, 
and was for several months in uncertainty respecting 
their &te. As no books were allowed to be taken out 
of the public libraries, he was for a considerable time 
jieprived of the means of pursuing his studies, and tiaa, 
joined to the ill health which seized both him and his 
wife almost inmiediately on their entnmce into Italy, and 
the, to him, unaccustomed privation of all intellectual 
intercourse, accounts for the tone of depression which 
prevails in his earlier letters from Rome. In spite of 
these disadvantages, however, he turned . his time to 
account, as far as possible, by visiting the library of the 
Vatican, and in November, discovered the fr^ments 
of Cicero's orations, and some of Livy, Seneca^ and 
Hyginus; after which he occupied himself assiduoustj 
with their correction and preparation for the press. 
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Their publication, however, vas from many causes 
delayed for several years. 

Niebuhr's relations with the court of Rome assumed 
a very satis&ctory aspect from the first. A mutual 
liking sprang up between him and the excellent Pope 
Fius YII., and he was on terms of personal friendship 
with Cardinal Gonsalvi, the prime minister and secretary 
of state, of whose character as a statesman Niebuhr had 
a high opinion. During the earlier years of his residence 
in Rome, Niebuhr had merely to despatch the current 
business with the Papal court, as the instructions for 
his special mission, which Hardenberg had promised 
to send after him in a few weeks, did not arriTO for 
fonr years. 

His intercourse in Rome, beyond that which he 
enjoyed with Brandis and Bunsen, with the latter 
of whom he soon formed an intimate friendship, was 
chieSy confined to Germans and English, though he 
had likewise several acquaintances among the French. 
Among the Italians there were very few whose con- 
versation afforded him any pleasure, owing to their 
entirely opposite cast of mind, but there were some 
among the higher ecclesiastics who formed exceptions. 
Niebuhr also associated much with the young artists 
who were then studying in Rome, and laying the 
foundation of the present German school of historical 
painting. Among them he was particularly intimate 
with Comeliua, Plainer, Overbeck, and the two 
Schadows. He made their acquaintance on the anni- 
versary of the battle of Leipsic, eight days after his 
arrival. The artists celebrated the day by a dinner, 
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to which they invited Niebuhr and Brandie. Niebuhr 
sat between Thorwaldsen and Cornelius, who both 
instantly inspired him with the strongest interest, and 
he made an equally favourable impression on them. 
Niebuhr always took a lively interest in art, particularly 
in paintings, and his judgment was considered, by those 
most competent to form an opinion, remarkably correct, 
though he had no practical acquaintance with any 
branch of art. 

Letters written in 1816. 

ccxn. 
TO UiJlAHe BENSLBR. 

Ujjtnan, ISlh Au^tut, IS1& 
Oretchen has, I think, furnished you with tbe thread of 
our journey as far as Batisbon. From Meiningen I sent 
yoa the history of our adventures and calamities on the road 
through the forest of Thuringia. We saw nothing of that 
town ; it rained in torrents, and if the brother of onr old 
Heim bad not lived so near, I should not even have visited 
him. From him I heard that the duchy contains 54,000 
inhabitants ; not much could be said about its wealth ; hat 
the people help themselves through, which is, perhaps, what 
is most to be wished for. The weather cleared up as we 
started, and the valley of the Werra, through which we were 
hastening, on an excellent high road, appeared in all iti 
beauty. The roads, from this neighbomrhood till beyond 
Wurzburg, were extremely good ; they seemed to be made of 
the basalt of the hills near Wurzborg and Fnlda. The 
little towns in the Wurzburg district are not pretty, though 
they are probably more prosperous than those on the Saal, 
as the land is very fertile and rich. The country is beautiful, 
and thickly dotted with villages of some size. At Wurzburg 
we stopped for twenty-four hours. The city is certainly 
very well situated ; part of it lies on the opposite side of the 
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liver, at the foot of the hill, on which are the Marienbnrg, 
and a place of pilgrimage. This hill produces the Stein 
wine, and it stretches so far into the conntiy that it affords 
to a wide district the enjoyment of its delicious products, of 
which Brandia and I partook. The bridge is adorned, like 
that of Prague, with statues of sainta, single and in groups; 
altogether Wurzhurg swarms with Christian statues — all bad, 
all mannered, and tasteless. The cathedral is new, and so 
are the ptuntings, which are worthless ; many of the buildings 
are large and handsome, and show that the city was once 
the seat of a Chapter composed o{ a proud and rich aris- 
tocracy. We — which, in such cases, always means Brandis 
and myself — shunted out Professor Goldmayer, — found him 
not at home ; he had received my card, however, and came 
to me at the hotel. I found in him not merely courtesy, 
which is shown by what I have just said, but a simple, 
obliging, straightforward, upright man, with nothing uu-pro- 
testant, that is, no stifling of his genuine German nature 
about him. This seems to be the case with the rest of the 
Wnrzburg scholars, and their pohtical ideas appear to be 
quite satisfactory. The librarian showed me what I wished 
to see, the MSS., among which are some of very great 
antiqnity; one was of the kind for which I am looking out,* 
bat the obliterated writing was nothing but an old Latin 
translation of the Bible, written probably in the fourth or 
fifth century. I wasted several hours, that evening and the 
following morning, in carefully looking over these parchments 
to me quite useless. Bnt I had pleasure in examining the 
works of art which I found among them, the exquisitely 
carved ivory tablets which ornamented their covers, and 
must be at least as old as the eleventh century. They 
really most be regarded as specimens of alto-relievo, of 
which ancient art would not need to be ashamed. Copies 
from it they may be, for some of the figures are in unmis- 
takeable Boman costume. Similar carvings are to be found 
am(»ig the illuminated MSS. of the Munich library, some 
with Greek, others with Latin inscriptions, the letters of 

' i.t. Pslimpsats. 
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which are bo accurately formed that it is impossible to 
ascribe them to Constantinople. 

Out road brought us through a district where the different 
territories were formeriy curiously intermingled, for the most 
part belon^g to Bayrenth en: Anspach, and I thought I 
could still distinctly recognise the difference of religion and 
of their former political relations. We caught sight at once 
of the whole extent of Nuremberg, with its castles and its 
high steeples. The city is much smaller than I had expected 
from its ancient population, which, calculating from 4000 
yearly births, must have amounted, in the fifteenth century, 
to more than 100,000 souls. It lies on hills. Neariy all 
the names of the streets have been changed mnce the change 
of the govemment, - Two churches had been already pulled 
down because they wanted repairs ; one was sold, as we 
heard, for five hundred florins, for the sake of ita building 
materials. The price of houses is unusually low. A 
house for a family of the ordinary middle class may be had 
for five hundred florins; a very handsome one, which in 
Berlin would probably cost from sixty to ei^^ thousand 
dollars, may be had here for ten thousand florins. Yet the 
city appears by no means so empty and deserted as you 
might anticipate from this, and trade is reviving; orders 
have unexpectedly arrived from America. The debts of the 
city, amounting to 9,500,000 florins, have been made over to 
the Bavarian government, with a reduction of one half in the 
rate of interest. The municipal constitution has been qnite 
abrogated ; the city is governed by a royal commissioner ; a 
town council has been nominated but it does not assemble. 
But the Bavariaiw have hopes, from the express words of a 
law promulgated last year, that, in the larger cities, magis- 
trates will be again appointed, to whom the management of 
the fiscal affairs of the communes, and even the adminis- 
tration of justice and the police, will be restored. Magis- 
trates have been already conceded to the smaller towns. 
In conseqiience of all these changes the Town Hall is 
useless and empty, or, at least, appropriated to other pur- 
poses. The old decorations and emblems have been carried 
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away ; a acreen of finel7>executed brass-work, which stood in 
the conncil-hall, has been sold, &c. Those churches, the 
preservation of which seemed necessaiy for the wants of the 
city, have been suffered to keep their inunense treasures of 
art ontoQched. You are not prepared to see so many sacred 
relics of antiquity in a Protestant ci^ ; the appearance of 
the place is quite Catholic ; nay, to judge by the present 
state of the Catholic churches, it might be maintained that 
the worlds of art would have been &r better preserved if the 
Reformation had become universal, supposing it to be carried 
out with as much moderation as at Nuremberg. St. Sebald's 
and St. Lawrence's have grown rich in old paintings through 
a custom which I never met with elsewhere ; on the death of 
a citizen of consideration, a painting was hung np in the 
cburch to his memory, to which a tablet bearing the date of 
his death was affixed, but which had no other personal 
reference to the deceased, rarely even to his patron saint. 
These pictures are shockingly neglected ; they are regarded 
as the property of the family who presented them to 
the church. There is (me extzemely beautiful painting in 
St. Lawrence's, ascribed, like everything else in Nuremberg, 
of unknown origin, to Albert Durer, but it is much older. 
But the most beautifiil painting of all was actually dis- 
covered by Brandis; it was painted before 1450, to judge 
by another picture near it, which is provided with a date. 
Brandis had climbed on to an old stone altar to look 
at another picture, also of great merit, when he suddenly 
became aware that there was one far superior, hanging 
on a column behind, of which you caught sight through 
an arch. To get near it we were obliged to send for the 
key of the clerestory, — it was worth the trouble. It is an 
altar picture with wings ; in the background is Christ, 
very youthful, and with a crown on his head, engaged in 
crowning the Holy Virgin, who is also represented in very 
early youth. Its beauty is hardly to be surpassed. Of the 
works of Hans Kulmbach, hitherto an unknown artist to 
me, I could give you no account, unless I had written every 
day. There is a gallery in the castle, in two halls, which 
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contains some yesy respectable and very ancient pictures, and 
some masterpieces by Michael Wohlgemuth. I never knew 
what he really was till I came there. There are eight large 
figures of saints, which are splendid, all of course on a gold 
ground, the handling vigorous and delicate, the colooring 
brilliant. A Last Judgment of hia leaves me scarcely a 
doubt that he was the painter of the Dantzic picture ; nothing 
else can explain the likeness between the portrait figures. 
We could only see the very ancient imperial chapel, aaid to 
date from the Emperor Conrad, throagh a window. An (Jd 
lime-tree stands in the court-yard, hoUow, and scarcely to be 
called alive; the saying goes that it was planted by St 
Conigunda, the consort of Heniy II., whose memory is still 
poetically preserved by mcmuments, not only in Nuremberg, 
but also in Bamberg, Merseburg, and Katisbon. From the 
balls of this castle, I overiooked the country where Gustavns 
Adolphus was encamped within his lines, in die summer of 
1632; Wallenstein was opposite to him; I could trace the 
circuit of the lines of the great Swedish monarch ; a large 
portion of them is still existing. The Frauenholz collection 
at the Town Hall, which is brought together for sale, con- 
tains some magnificent things. There I saw for the first 
time an important work of Martin Schoen. I also visited the 
town library with Brandis ; but there was nothing of value 
in tiie whole collection of MSS. ; the most interesting tbing 
was a globe on which Cuba is represented as a continent, 
and there is a greater confusion in the northern part of 
Europe, that is, in Norway and Sweden, than in our maps of 
America a hundred years ago. Among the people whom X 
saw in Nuremberg, where the Museum renders it very easy 
to see people and hear them speak, the most attractive and 
important to me was Seebeck, Goethe's &iend and fellow- 
labourer in optics. Hegel was not at home when I called, 
but immediately returned my visit, and staid a long time. 
To yott, dear Dora, I may venture to say, — and you will see 
no danger in it for me — that I have universally met with 
a very distinguished reception. This does not make me 
vain ; it humbles me ; I often say myself, they might spare 
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their trouble ; they only see my corpse and ghost. Twenty 
years ago, vheo older men made me feel my distance, 
they did me wrong ; I was conscious that 1 had something 
in me which merited affection and welcome. Nay even I 
might have felt this but a few years ago deeply 1 

We ought to have spent at least another day in Nnrembei^; 
there was yet much to see, and I was still quite unacquainted 
with the citizens, who have retained somewhat of their former 
remarkable character ; it would have been amn^g too to 
hare seen with our own eyes the relics of the Guild of the 
Master- Singers and of the Fruit-bearing Society." We left 
on Sunday afternoon. We slept at Neumarkt, where the 
Archduke Charles ^t defeated the French in 1796. 
As we did not expect to find the means of conveyance 
always ready, we had sent a circular to the post-niastei% aa 
£ar as Batisbon — a very unnecessary precaution, and here, 
it seems, a very unusual one, except with persons of high 
rank. In Neumarkt, when we drove up to the post-house 
^ Franconia and Bavaria it ia usual to sleep at the post- 
houses), we found everything in commotion, and the house 
full of lights ; the landlady lighted as up stairs, offered us a 
ready -prepared supper, enumerated her wines, which aft«r 
all turned oat not very good ; bat the beds were arranged 
and decked in the best style. Miiller remarked, but we 
did not know it till after our departure, that on the door of 
our room was written in white chalk, " For their Itoyal 
Highnesses;" and the landlady asked the next morning 
when she knocked at our door, (we did not hear it,) " Are 
your Royal Highnesses still asleep ? Then everylliing shall 
be quiet in the house." Neumarkt is not a bad-looking little 
place. The Upper Palatinate is moderately fertile. Towards 
Batisbon, on approaching the Nab, the scenery becomes 
picturesque, and the view from the heights, where you first 
catch sight of Batisbon and the Danube, is glorious. The 

* Thia Bodely wu founded in 1S17, forpromoting tliepnritjof theQerman 
language. M their meetingB the membera of the sodet; lajd aside their own 
Dunes, and took that of some plant, or fruit. It tna open U> msn of all ranks, 
bat always had some aovereign piinoe at its head. It hut«d Btity-thrae jetm. 
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whole couutiy, on botli sides of tlie river, is fall of historical 
asBociatioDS of the yean since 1609, with the heights above 
Hof whence the Anstrians were obliged to set that nnhappy 
town on fire with their shot in order to cover their retreat, 
and southwards the walls and fields in the neighbourhood. 
I had not expected to see Hof so completely rebuilt ! I 
have already written to you about its noble bridge, and 
the incomparable view we had from our windows. The 
second pride of the old city is her cathedral, and in par- 
ticular its most original, rich, and splendid &<;ade. It ia 
imperfect, and the interior is interesting only from its 
beautiful architecture. A strange tradition, wMch the 
sacriBtan told ue, but which we had already heard from a 
working man, says, that a pupil of the master who built the 
cathedral, constructed the bridge in league with Satan; 
hence he bad finished his work the first, in despair at which, 
the master threw himself from one of the pinnacles of the 
church. Batisbon has not a very ancient appearance, which 
may be explained from the circumstance that, for the last 
150 years, the ambassadors were the chief persons in the 
city, and though they were not permitted to ptwaesa any 
houses in their own name, they bought and built under the 
name of some other person. The old corporation was quite 
Lutheran ; this fact, in the midst of Bavaria, and where the 
majority of the inhabitants are GathoUcs, is a very curious 
historical phenomenon, which I confess oaght not to be an 
enigma to me, as its solution must be to be foond in history. 
The once noble hbrary of St. Emmeran, and even the town 
library, have lost their MSS., which have been brought here. 
Had I been aware of this, and believed the assertion that 
we could reach Landshut in eight hours, I should have 
remained there only one day. From Batisbon, passing over 
the battle-field of Eckmiilh, you enter a very rich country ; 
the roads are the most beautifiil in the world, and they 
ought not to be otherwise, for in all Bavaria, south of the 
Danube, the gravel is inexhaustible, and everywhere close 
at hand, so that it only needs to be dug up ; it is nowhere 
necessary to break stones as in other countries. Still the 
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coontiy cannot be called beautiM, except in the neigbbonr- 
hood of Landshut. At Freysing there are some beautiful 
meadows by the water, which seem to be kept with great 
care, but &om thence to Munich it is a steppe without trees. 
We reached Landshut too early to make it a halting-place, 
and arrived in Munich the following day at noon. Travelling 
here is incredibly rapid. It was the 8th of August on which 
we arrived. 

I will not begin here to tell you about Munich. We go 
to the Jacobi's every day. Schelling is not here, but in the 
country, working at the " Ages of the World," .... 

ccxin. 

TO OTCOLOVlDa. 

Uvtam, ntkAnguil, I81S. 

I have written to you twice on my journey, my dear 
friend ; the first letter from Erfurt has, no doubt, been 
punctually forwarded, because I informed the postmaater 
that, among other things, I had represented his complaints 
of the badness of the roads ; the second, from Nuremberg, a 
mere note, has most likely also reached you, as it was 
entrusted to the care of a friend. Since both coutmned 
things requiring an answer, and you are as exemplarily 
conscientious about correspondence as I am hardened in sin, 
(at least, often seem so,) I almost fear that your reply has 
been stranded somewhere, which would be a bad beginning 
for my exile. 

We have travelled very slowly. We were obliged to go 
round by Gotha, a circuit of not less than troui twelve to 
fifteen German miles, because we knew that the route by 
Cobuig was quite impasBable, and did not know that there 
was a road throuf^ Kahla and Schleiz, which certainly could 
not be worse than the one we have chosen. We staid one 
day at Wurzburg, two at Nuremberg (unhappUy not longer), 
one and a half at Ratisbon. We arrived here ten days ago, 
and have been prevailed upon by Jacobi's kind entreaties to 
stay longer than we had intended; so we shall not start 
again till the day after to-morrow. 
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I go hence soatbwarda with a heavy heart on all accotmts. 
In all human probability, I shall never return along this 
road ; and even if cheerAUness be not to me a treasnre 
irrecoTerably loat, I coold not look back with cheerftUness 
&om the Bummits of the Alps upon my poor Germany. 
Tranquil as every thing seems here, the Tarioos rumouTB of 
warlike preparations, which appear in the newspapers, renew 
the feelings I have before experienced on the eve of the 
outbreak of stormB in the poUtical world. I sigh for peace, 
and cannot think of the possibility of its disturbance without 
inexpressible repngnaace ; bo much so, that I grow indignant, 
or at least vexed, with the " Allgemeine Zeitung," and other 
circulators of these reports, innocently as they may have 
related what they have heard. If these fears accompany me 
to Italy, what will become of my enjoyment of antiquity and 
of the country ? 

Another reason for the sadness with which I quit Munich 
is the parting with Jacobi ; we are certainly parting for the 
last time. It is not easy to describe his state to yon as 
vividly as I could vrish. His heart is still young ; his intel- 
lect is only occasionally such as we have known it formerly. 
He is more inclined to narrate than to pour forth &esh 
thoughts, as he used to do ; but his judgment is still acute 
and unwarped when subjects are presented clearly before 
his mind. He himself is evidently sensible that his life is 
an after-summer, when the unclouded sun only shines 
warmly during the noon-tide hours, and can call no new 
vegetation into life ; and he feels this with a melancholy 
which is more touching to his younger friend than to himself 
Both is invaluable to him as a companion and inseparable 
Mend ; he does more than enliven Jacobi's existence, he is 
essential to it; he deserves the warmest thanks of all 
Jacobi's friends for his faithful and indeftktigable endeayours 
to entertain him, and make up for the partial loss of sight 
by reading aloud, &c. I £nd the sisters imaltered. But 
their society would not supply suf&cient materials for his 
mental life, to keep him tolerably happy ; and without Both 
I do not know how he could get on at all here, as much that 
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is new, and ricli io signific&nce to me, and in which I could 
find sufficient materi^ of enjoyment, most be quite indif- 
ferent to him. 

If there ia the least trath in the common ea^g, you must 
all have had as great a ringing in your e&rs for the last few 
days as if we had been constantly touching the most sonorous 
English glasses to your health. .... 

My stay here has done me a great deal of good. The 
spiritoal magnetism whose power I have often experienced, 
but to whidi I thought I had lost all susceptibili^, has 
exerted itself once more, and the state of Bonl-sickness &om 
which I have so long suffered is much relieved 

I have everywhere met with the most friendly and cour- 
teous reception, and could have staid some time longer 
here with pleasure. I have been much interested by several 
persons whose acquaintance I have made, as well as by the 
immensely rich scientific and artistic collections. Director 
Naumayer, to whom I was introduced at Jacobi's, a man who 
has perhaps never crossed the frontiers of his native country, 
seems to me one of the most worthy and intelligent men I 
have ever seen. I have got some very instructive details, 
from intelligent Catholics residing here, about the convents 
and their church. Sailer* himself said, at Lands h ut, the 
convents must have gone to ruin, even if they had not been 
suppressed ; and a very ingenious young man gave us the 
sad history of his education in a Norbertine convent, such 
as makes me shudder when I recall it. The reading of a 
Qerman book, Gellert's Fables in the caaue in terminie, 
was punished with stripes by virtue of a law recently 
introduced. 

I am told that here hkewise, among the youth, there is a 
mysticiaing, well-meaning, but very wrong-headed party 
forming. I saw the superb collection of casts in company 

* He wBi at thii time profaaaor at the tJ^tndt; tt lAndahnt, bnt wu 
ifterwsrdB made a bishop. His trulj eraogelical pie^ and tuleruiae towtrds 
Proteatants cuised him to be looked upon u half a heretic hiniBelf, for many 
jcan. Hit smplidt; of ehander, and genuine obild-liko piety inteteatod 
Niebuhr deeply. 
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witli one of these yonng men, among the rest the CoIobbus 
of Monte Cavallo, which is shown here in a new hnildin^ 
with the adrantage of varied artaficial U^ts. After a long 
silence, my companion covered his eyes with his hands, 
and exclumed quite Berionsly, " To me that is horrible." 
" Horrible ? " I asked ; " I should have said magnificent." 
" Horrible," he continued, " I seem to see the very incama' 
tioQ of the spirit of heathenism." Now, as I hare no sach 
horror of this kind of heathenism, I feel angry with snch 
vagaries, which are only fit to stand in De Groot's AnnoaL 
Our age knows nothing but reactions and leaps from one 
extreme to another. Among such people Winkelmann is 
regarded as a fooL 

Travellers, who have lived some time at Rome, tell me I 
shall be able to hire a furnished house there without diffi- 
culty. I am very glad of this, aa I shall thus be able to 
settle myself gradually, without going to too great an expense 
the first year. As this is the case, I shall give up going 
round by Leghorn, and thus gain time either for the journey 
or to arrive the sooner iu Borne. 

Be so kind, dear Nicolovius, as to give my best remem- 
brances to Savigny and all cither friends. I wish we had 
some little certainty of our letters reaching their destination. 
I have heard here that at least a third of the correspondence 
to Italy through the * post offices is suppressed. 

Tell Savigny, too, that I no longer despair of continuing 
my History, I am reading lAvy again on the journey, and 
have leunit to see many things in him that had escaped me 
previously. 'Why should I not also confess that the manner 
in which I have found my History read and known along the 
whole course of my joomey, particularly in South Germany, 
has helped to stimulate me to resume it ? 

Gretchen sends her kind re^irds to you. Farewell, and 
nnftint.flin youT fiiendstup for me. 

Your futhfdl NlEBDHB. 
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CCXIV. 
TO MADAME HBN8LER. 

MzBAV a TBB Tallkt of thi Adiqi. 

2«l Ivffiut, 1S10. 

We left Umiich on the 19th. .... It is bo cold here, 
that the people say there are not above fiye days in the year 
when they do not light a fire. Unfortunately, we could gain 
no information at all aa to the height of this district above 
the sea, bat it certainly cannot be as high as Innspruck. 
These Bavarian mountaineers agree with the Tyrolese in 
asserting that the cold has mnch increased within the last 
few yeoTB. The lake here* was formerly always open in 
winter ; for the last few yeara it has been completely frozen 
over evei7 season ; in the Tyrol the glaciers are enlarging, 
and the frost is gradoally killing the Indian com. The 
Tyrolese, however, do not consider the change for the worse 
as permanent, but as periodical ; they say the glaciers grow 
during one seven years, and diminish during the next. 

From the Wallensee to Mittenwald, the last Bavarian 
village, the road constantly ascends, passing through wild 
and barren tracts, where the Isar falls noisily down from 
rock to rock. The only thing that attracted me at Mitten- 
wald was the churchyard. Instead of the grassy hillock at 
the foot of each cross, t there is an open black chest in the 
form of a cofBn, and filled with earth. Flowers are planted 
in this eartli, or scattered over it. On the boards at the 
tdde are inscriptions, for the most part in very bad verse, but 
full of feeling 

The fortress in the Schamitz lies in ruins, just as it was 
left after it was razed by Xey in 1806. The pass would 
be exceedingly strong if the avenaes to it were watched 
and guarded. The heaps of rubbish formed by the mina 
of the old walls, the tokens and the effects of the dreadful 
havoc the war has made, in the shells of the bumt-down 
houses, the miserable poverty, the swarms of beggars, made 

• The WallensM. 
+ The OTOM whid in C&thollo ootmtriea b always placed at the head oT 
e«oh graT& 
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a most pidaful impreBsiou upon as, on oar first entrance into 
the long-expected TyroL We were equally diBappointed at 
Seefeld, the first place where we stopped for the night. The 
devastations of the war were eveiTwhere visible ; the walla, 
indeed, are indestractible. The people of these parts are 
ngly. The whole scene changes as you descend the moon- 
tain towards the valley of the Inn. Clouds gathered and 
dispersed, adorning rather than concealing the view; and 
when a ravine opened towards the valley, and I caught 
sight of the moontiuus, in all their beanty, lying before us 
and around us, and the rich valley, with its magnificent 
stream, can you doubt that my first tfaonght was of yon and 
our Amelia ? You have to drive in a zig-zag, with the hind 
wheels locked, for at least an hour, from the top of the 
mountain down to Market Zirl, the first stage in the valley 
of the Inn. Here, too, the ravages of war were still fright- 
fully visible. Brandis and I had descended on foot, and 
had made some acquaintances by the time the carriage came 
up. The people were very obhging and sociable, and told 
us their history ; the son, who was now on the moantains 
hunting, had served as an officer in the war of insurrection ; 
the old man showed as the places, one by one, where ihe 
enemy's soldiers had been shot down by the peasants in his 
house, and the marks of the balls ; and gave us some account 
of his flight to the Alps with his family, and how his wife 
died there. From Zirl, the high road to Innspmck rnns 
beneath the steep and lofty rock of the Martinswand, donbly 
celebrated, for the legend, that on its summit the Emperor 
Maximilian L lost himself while hunting, and took refuge 
when exhausted in a cave (visible from the wood), frum 
which an angel led him down ; and for the story, that when 
the Tyrolese drove the Bavarians oot of the country in 
1703, they made a furious onslaught on their retreating foes 
at this spot, and would have slain the Elector Maximilian 
Emanuel, had not his general sacrificed his own life for him 
by assuming the place of honour, and thss deceiving the 
unerring marksmen. This valley of the Inn is a most 
favoured and lovely plun, with a level surface, and a rich and 
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prodactiTe soil, in the behest state of cultivation. Maize, or 
^dian com is ereiywhere finltivated, and considered the 
most profitable species of grain, for when the crop is good, 
a yoke of land, or 6000 eqnare feet, ivill yield a harrest 
worth 150 florins. 

The kindly courtesy of the Tyrolese was shown even in 
the behaviotir of the men who aeked for and examined our 
passports at the frontier. I can assnre yon, that among 
the many Tyrolese to whom I have spoken, I have not 
found one nnoivil or immoderate in his demands ; and I 
repeat this declaration once more, because some who hare, 
in other respects, done justice to this noble people, still 
charge them with avarice. In more than one instance, 
vhere persons might certainly have thought a fee due to 
them, they have gone away without it, or taken It as a 
present ; not one has either by words or looks murmured at 
receiving too little. Innapruck is pleasantly situated ; the 
town is not large ; it contains some six hundred houses, and 
tea thousand inhabitants. From our windows at the hotel 
we looked ant on the beautiful bridge, and the mountain 
range on the other side of the river. Hofer had occupied 
the same rooms vben he entered the town for the first time. 
Hence the house contained many relics of him; he had 
presented the hostess with a horn snuff-box ; some of his 
prodamstions, accompanied by some not badly-drawn scenes 
from the great war, were framed and glazed, and hung 
round the room. As soon as we had dined, Brandis and I 
put ourselves under the guidance of a man who had served as 
a rifleman in the revolt from the very beginning, to visit and 
survey the bill leel, which has been immortalised by three 
bard-fought combats in the principal epochs of the insurrec- 
tion. Our guide was, as to station, what would be called 
a common man, and the influence of this would have 
made him a bad companion, if he had not belonged to a free 
people ; but his conversation and manners were such, ^lat 
we heartily congratulated ourselves upon his society. It 
seems to help these people to a correct and unembarrassed 
sense of their relation to a traveller, when they hear with 
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what profound veneration be speaks of tbe host of Sand,* 
who IB the hero of their idolatry, bnt whose earlier life was 
passed in as hnmble a position as their own, and whose 
homility did not forsake him when he rose to be Regent of 
the whole country, for he never considered himself as the 
Bttperior of any other Tyrolese peasant. From this guide I 
learnt at every spot what had happened there. He after- 
wards conducted me past the water£idl of Wiitaa to the old 
castle of AmraB, from whose torrets a wide prospect over the 
lovely valley and the lofty mountains rewards the not incon- 
siderable labour of tbe ascent, though all the curiosities and 
treasures which it formerly contained have been either 
removed or are, like the picture-gallery, closed. 

I suppose I need not tell you who Speckbacher is? 
Speckbacher's son was taken prisoner in the war, and 
educated in a division of tbe cadet school, because the King 
took an interest in him ; for he is a boy of extraordinary 
talent, and his letters to his father are as beautiful in 
thon^t, and refined in language, as any yonth of his age 
could write. 'We did not see the hoy himself at Monicb, 
bat Brandis, who is indefatigable in profiting by every 
opptnrtunity of. seeing things and gaining information that 
the journey affords, applied to his tutor, and obtuned firom 
him a letter of introduction f(» us to the father. Equipped 
with this, we set out on Thursday, all three in a mountain 
car. Speckbacher lives at Binn, in the mountains above 
Hall ; the way thither is over almost impassable moimtain 
roads. I send this letter off unfinished (from Trent), because 
the post is going out. 

The narrative, which is here broken off, haa been 
supplied to tbe editor verbally by Professor Brandi& 

* Bind wu tha name of a little hamlet on tlie Brenner vhere Hofer ma 
the innkeeper. Hs commonly went b; tha name of the Scmdtnrik, or host of 
Sand. Alinott all the inukeepera had bean oCBcers io the mr, and thej mre 
general]; Tory intelligent men. Niebuhr almja uaad to question them about 
the war, and reonTedagreatdeil of valuable information from tbion, eapedallj 
from the host at Ffun% the paM betwean the Inn and Adige Tallefif whom ba 
found alio well vened in th« local hiatoty of the oonntry. 
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Niebohr and Braitdis were obliged to leave the car at 
some distaace &om the house, so that Madame Niebuhr was 
not able to accompany them in their visit. When they 
knocked at the door, it was opened by a tall, spare, hazard- 
looking man, with flashing black eyes and aquiline features, 
who, in answer to their inquiries, replied that he was 
Speckbacher himself, and begged to know who bis visitors 
were. When Niebnhr told him that he was the ambassador 
from Pmssia to Rome, the astoniehment of the simple 
peasant was extreme, that such grand personages should 
have come ont of their way to visit him, and he was about to 
kiss Niebnhr's hand, but Niebuhr drew it back, exclaiming, 
" No, it is I who ought to kiss your hand," fell on his neck 
and embraced him, and they were friends directly. Speck- 
bacher began to make apologies that he could give them 
no better entertainment ; his wife and daughters were out 
reaping, and he was alone in the house, and had nothing to 
set before his honoured guests. "Never mind, we only want 
to Bee yoa ; sit down and tell us about the war." He then 
related the events in which he had been engaged ; and took 
them ont to show them the stable where he had been 
concealed by his faithful servant, Zoppel, for more than a 
month, in a hole dug in the ground and covered with hay. 
After the peace of Vienna* he fled to the mountains, and 
was for a long time concealed in a cavern among snow and 
ice, but at length the winter became too severe, and he left 
his hiding-place and took refuge in the stable of his own 
hoose, where he remained while the enemy were searching 
for him in every direction, and a considerable number of 
Bavarian soldiers were actually quartered in his house. 
Not even his wife knew of his being in the neighbourhood. 
2loppel could only bring him food at night, and sometimes 
not even then, when there were soldiers about. 

During the struggle, he sent his wife and children ap the 
mountains for safety. His eldest child, a boy of ten yeara 
old, coold not be induced to stay quietly there, but after 

oed«d the Tyrol to 
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Beveral ineffectual attempts succeeded in reselling hia father. 
When Speckbaclier found that it was impossible to persuade 
the boy to go back again, he agreed to keep him with faim. 
In the last battle fought before the peace of Vienna, Speck- 
bacher was defeated, and escaped with dif&cultj; his boy 
was separated from him, and taken prisoner by the Bavarians. 
When they asked him where his father was, the child 
undauntedly replied, in the Tyrolese patois, — " Boer Ferkel 
Bchiesse." (Gone to shoot the Bavarian pigs.) 

To the disgrace of the Austrian government, the only 
reward Speckbacher received for his services was the rank 
of a nuyor in the militia, to which a small pension was 
attached. It was proposed to send him an order, but even 
this was prevented by the court party, who could not endure 
that a peasant should be thus distinguished. The Emperor 
sent him, instead, a large gold medal, which Speckbacher 
showed with great delight to Niebnhr, exclaiming, " See 
how gracious the Emperor has been to me I " Niebuhr had 
to bite his lips to repress bis indignation that this should be 
the sole honour this heroic patriot had to exhibit, bat 
Speckbacher himself was perfectly contented. He had only 
one wish ungratified, namely, to receive a rosary that had 
been blessed by Pope Pius VII. He had written to Vienna 
to make this request, but " it was very natural," he sud, 
" that those great lords should have had no time to attend to 
a request from an insignificant peasant like him, and he had 
never received any answer," 

The first business Niebuhr transacted with the Pope was 
to lay Speckbacher's wish before him, and, in a few days 
after his arrival in Rome, he had the pleasure of for- 
warding to Speckbacher a splendid rosary, as a gift from his 
Holiness. Speckbacher returned a letter of thanks to the 
Pope, together with his portrait, painted by another peasant, 
a most frightful thing. 

One of the interesting personages the Niebuhrs met with 
at Innspruck, was an old fmitwoman who kept a stall is the 
street. In the war she had sold all her goods, bou^t 
provisions, and followed the army, supplying the soldiers f(^ 
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nothing as long as her means held oat, when, as was 
frequently the case, they were unable to pay. Madame 
Niebnhr was so tonched bj her tale, that she took off a 
gold necklace and hung it rotmd the old woman's' neck 
■s a keepsake. 

In traveUing aloi^ the valley of the Lower Inn, in the 
neighbourhood of Landsberg, they came to a pass where the 
TfroleBe who were coming to attack Innspmck, had stopped 
the Bavarian troopa by means of a singular contrivance. 
The road was overhtmg by ragged monntaiiiB ; the Tyrolese 
had dislodged hoge masses of rock, which they bound 
together with ropes so as to keep them from rolling down ; 
they held the ropes tightly in silence till the first company 
of Bavarians was immediately below them, when, exclaiming 
"In the name of the Holy Trinity ! " all loosed their hold, 
and the ponderous missiles rushed down on the heads of the 
soldiers beneath, crushing nearly a whole company, and 
efiectnally barring the road for those who followed, while 
the Tyrolese descended the hill-side with their guns, and 
shot them down from behind trees and rocks till few of them 
remaiDed. 

ocxv. 

TO SATIQNT. 

YmcK, iih Septembtr, ISld. 
Except at some rare seasons of cheerfulness and mental 
activity, it has always been a peculiarity of my first letters 
to my friends, after taking leave of them, that a considerable 
portion of space is occupied with an apologetic explanation 
of my delay in writing ; and this firstling of my corre- 
spondence with you, will form no exception to the rule. 
However, I will restrict myself to informing you, that I am 
qoite aware I owe you such an apology, and if yon will 
foi^ve me without requiring it at my bands, it will be an 
act of generosity on your part. As, even amidst the wonders 
of this magnificent city, my mind is not bri^t and uncloaded 
enough to allow me to write playfally, and yet I do not like 
to relate in a grave tone the ideas which occurred to me in a 



:,..dty Google 



62 HEHOIB OF NIBBUHR. 

merry mood, I have felt as if I bad no ri^t to appear 
before you with a letter, till I had some discorery in the 
shape of a juridical " ineditum" to present 70a vitb. But I 
hasten, at all events, to satisfy the curiosity wbicb the sight of 
the uncial letters on the enclosed sheets will probably have 
excited in you the moment you opened this letter; par- 
ticularly as these enclosnres are the reason for my taking 
advantage of the earliest opportnnity to write to you from 
this place. 

The Cathedral of Verona possesees a library extremely 
rich in very old Latin parchments. Fortonately for it, about 
the middle of the eighteenth centniy, a thoroughly learned 
prebendary — a rare phenomenon even there — Oian Jacopo de 
Dionigi by name— examined and arranged the whole of its 
conteots ; and some time after, Antonio Mazzotti, a very 
honest and induetrious librarian, made an excellent catah}gue 
of them. This catalogue, however, has not helped nje to my 
discovery, concerning the subject of which it does not con- 
tain a syllable. The first thing that fell into my hands, on 
opening the chest contuning the manuscripts, was a very 
thin little volume of extremely ancient single and double 
leaves of parchment, which, according to the title page, were 
collected from among dirt and rubbish by the said Dionigi in 
1768. Most of them are biblical fragments, from perhaps 
the sixth to the eleventh century, and a note, by the band of 
their diligent collector, exhibits their contents. But ahnost 
instantly I espied among them two fragments of quite a 
different kind, whose nature he did not nnderstand, and of 
which be has therefore omitted all notice.* I have only 
copied this fr^ment that nothing might be overlooked. But 
now comes the main piece of news I have to announce to 
you : namely, that there is preserved at Verona, as much of 
Ulpian as would fill a small octavo volume ; of which, 
however, I was only able to copy a single leaf by way of a 
specimen and attestation, which I herewith transmit to you 
for publication. 

* Here followB a deecription of the btgaoDtK. [Note by tba Editor of 

irichten.] 
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I hftd already begun when at Wurzbtirg, to look oat for 
palimpsestB, and had hit upon one there almost immediately 
(which Ogg has described); but it only consisted of fragments 
from the " Itala." At Munich, I looked tbroo^ all the old 
Latb parchments, and could only detect among them a 
single palimpsest : that, too, was ,merely a biblical tex.t, 
under St. Jerome and Geunadius " De Vitis." At Verona 
my lucky star waa agun in the aacendaot, for I found the 
Codex 13, containing the Epistles of St. Jerome, a pretty 
thick, quarto volume of the ninth century, which is a complete 
palimpsest, except about a fifth part of the leaves, which are 
Dew. Some of the part written over ia of a theological, but 
by &r the greater portion of a juridical nature. It is written 
by the same baud as the fragment of Gains, from which we 
may conclude that the cathedral chapter, or the church at 
Verona, was once in possession of several works on juris- 
prudence, which the ecclesiastics afterwards used up ; and 
that it had these books before Justinian's time, and under 
King Theodoric. My transcript is as exact a representation 
of the original as it was possible to make, without tracing it 
through transparent paper. Single words here and there, 
of a yellowish colour, could be made out where the lines did 
not exactly coincide, from which the nature of the contents 
could be gathered, but it would be impossible to make any- 
thing of it without the aid of chemistry. The best re-agents 
were not to be procured at Verona. I was obliged hastily to 
prepare for myself an infiision of gall-nuts, which, imperfect 
as it was, produced so much effect as to allow us to hope for 
hm success with better means. 

Now, dear Savigny, here lies a treasure waiting for your 
hand to dig it up ; a bait that shall lure you over the Alps to 
us. Or wUl you give the necessary instructions to Cramer, 
that he may set to work ? Or will yoa persuade some one 
else to come ? 

You will never suffer this discovery, which is exactly what 
yon have been wishing for so ardently, to be lost for want of 
some one to make use of it. But whoever comes, let him 
not depend merely upcm his own eyes. Let him bring with 
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him the best chemic&l re-agents to bring out the wiitang, 
and also a good magnifying gUsB. Now I think I turly 
deeerre your best wishes, that I may^ discover something 
for myself also. There is nothing here in the library of 
St Mark. The republic had no library hetore Bessarion's 
time, and this Qreek collected no ancient Latin manoscripts ; 
the oldest is of the elerenth century. Of Justinian's works 
on jurispradence, Verona possesses only the Code with a new 
gloss. I will write yon word of all I meet with here another 
time. 

And now I hand over to you the raw matenals that I have 
collected. If yon publish my transcripts, I only bind you 
to this, that yoa do not give them to the world without your 
notes and explanationfl. Make such extracts from this letter 
as may be advisable ; to which I most add, that the obli^g 
way in which the prebendaries permitted the libmry to be 
opened for me, deserves the highest praise ; and also the 
patience of the Custos Archiprite Eucherio, who, with the 
greatest kindness, gave up his mornings and evenings to 
me whenever I desired it. If you put the affiur into your 
Journal, let there be twenty extra copies printed, and I will 
let you know hereafter what is to be done with them. I 
cannot tell yon anything about the journey to-day, for an 
Albanian from Scatari, whose acquaintance I have made, 
will be waiting for me in the Turkish coffee-house. A 
Qreek is our guest to-day at dinner. Thus immeasarably, 
almost oppressively, rich in objects of interest do I find the 
progress of our journey, but my mind is veiled in deepest 
night. Gretcben often causes me great anxiety. She does 
not bear the travelling well, and can derive Uttle ety'oyment 
from it 

We had a dehghtfnl journey throu^ the Austrian TyroL 
Your friend Salvotti received as very kindly. We both send 
our kindest regards to you and all our friends. I have 
written three times to Nicolovius, I beg you will address 
yonr next to me at Rome, for yoa must answer this letter, 
dear Savigny. Mai has made a &esh discovery, something 
from Dion. Hahc. ; it is not known here yet what it is, but 
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it is said to be horn the History ; that would be in m; way. 
Farewell, my dear firiend, and remember me. 

PS. The fragments of Dion. Halic. have come to nothing. 
They are excerpts from some other historian, that hardly 
contain a single new fitct. I will make a report npon them 
shortly to the Academy. Here there is nothing to be found 
except a leaf from a MS. of the Code of the eleventh century, 
with inscription and subscription. I have collated them 
for you. The variations are considerable. To-morrow we 
go to Padua. Yet once more farewell, dearest friend. Have 
mercy and write ! 



TO MADAMZ HENSLEB. 

pLORinci, HA & 

I have not even been able to write a diary for you, during 
my journey. I will now tell you a few facts of a general 
nature. My preconceived opinion of the scholars and higher 
classes in Italy has proved perfectly correct, as I was con- 
vinced would be the case, because I possessed sufficient data 
to form an accurate idea of them. I have always allowed 
tlve existence of individual exceptions as regards erudition, 
but, even in these cases, there is not that cultivation of the 
whole man which we demand and deem indispensable. I 
have become acquainted with two or three literary men of 
real ability ; but, in the first place, they are old men, who 
have only a few years longer to live, and, when they are 
gone, Italy will be, as they say themselves, in a state of 
barbarism ; and, in the second, they are like statues wrought 
to be placed in a frieze on the wall ; the side tamed towards 
you is of finished beauty, the other, unhewn stone. They 
are much what our scholars may have been sixty or eighty 
years ago. No one feels himself a citizen. Not only are 
the people destitute of hope, they have not even wishes 
respecting the affairs of the world, except as they concern 
their several cabinets ; and all the springs of great and noble 
thoafi^ts and feelings are choked up. I have met with one 
noble-minded and agreeable young man, who unites depth 
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of feeling and profound melancholy about the ntate of the 
world, with a veiy poetical mind, and a conaiderable amount 
of BcholaruMp, though not such as would come up to oar 
standard. He is not, however, a native of Italy, but a Greek 
from Corfu. He has promised to come to Rome, and a visit 
from him would be worth much to me. 

The three genuiae and intellectual scholars of my 
acquaintance, Morelli, Oaratoni, and Fontana, are all eccle- 
siastics ; they are, however, only ecclesiastics by profession ; 
for I hare not found in them the slightest trace either of a 
belief in the dogmas of Catholicism, or of the pietism which 
you meet with in Germany. When an Italian baa once 
ceased to be a slave of the Church, he never seems to trouble 
his bead about such matters at alL Metaphysical specu- 
lations are utterly foreign to his nature, as they were to the 
old Bomans. Hence the vacuity of mind which has become 
general since the suppression of freedom, except in the case 
of those who find a sphere of action in writing literary and 
historical memoirs. Their pubhc men are immeasurably 
behind the Germans in knowledge and cultivation. Perhaps 
tiiere may be more of this found, here and there, among the 
advocates, but the physical philosophers are the most re- 
flective class. In Rome, it is solely among the clergy that I 
expect to find men with whom I con hold intercourse. 

The common people are, on the whole, better than I 
expected. At Padua and Venice you cannot help feeling a 
real attachment for them, and for the burghers ; they are 
earnest, honest, and intelligent — indeed, even kind. Their 
soft and gracefid dialect, warm and caressing, makes it a 
pleasure to talk to them. The lowest Venetian is polite and 
decorous. In this respect, as in others, there is as great 
a difference between the Italian towns as if they were 
inhabited by different races. The shameless rapacity of the 
innkeepers and postilions is disgusting; and it is very 
unpleasant to be obliged to beat down tdl the tradespeople, 
not excepting the booksellers. But they are rather avari- 
cious than deceitful in their dealings. The day before 
yesterday, I went with Brandis to visit the ancient Flesote, 
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Hitoated on the hill about half a Gennan mile from hence ; 
the peasants there did not differ in their manners from 
Germans, and did not even seem to expect money from 
UB, . . . . 

As I anticipated, I certainly see and inqnire into much 
that other traTellers have not seen or inquired into ; but, on 
this very account, I have seen less than most of what every 
one Bees. About the landed interest, tenure of land, 
husbandly, the right of boundaries, I have already learnt 
much Uiat will be of great use in my researches into anti- 
quity; and therefore, as I am only just beginning my 
inquiries on these sabjects, I hope to obtain rich spoils. It 
also contributes greatly to a vivid conception of historical 
events, when you can survey their scene for yonrself, and, if 
you can traverse it frequently in different directions, yon 
cannot bu't gain very important assistance. I am indefa- 
tigable in makiug inquiries of all kinds, and shall continue 
to be so. But one cannot help feeling indignant with those 
who visited this land twenty or thirty years ago, for it is 
incredible how many relics of antiquity have been lost or 
destroyed since then. Still, there are a thousand traces of 
past ages to be found, if you look for them ; there are very 
many connected with husbandry. The stone coffins at 
Verona, of the middle ages, are quite Etruscan in their 
form. I have found, in an old Etruscan temple wall that 
has been dug np at Fiesole, « similar style of dressing the 
stones to that of the exterior walls of the Florentine palaces 
of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. (The peasants 
of Fiesole can distinguish perfectly between Roman and 
Etruscan masonry.) 

Be assured that I shall not foi^et the work to which I 
feel myself most sacredly pledged ; but, to enrich my store 
of materials for it, I must often turn aside into by-ways and 
examine every path that presents itself. Besides, a residence 
in a foreign country involves the necessity of making myself 
thoroughly acquainted with its language and literatore, and 
attempting to gain an accurate knowledge of Its topography. 
Here again, I feel how greatly my memory has suffered, how 



:,..dty Google 



58 HEMOIB OF NIEBUUR. 

macli escapes me now-a-ds7s. It used to be an amaring 
assigtance to my memory that I repeated ereTything I read 
or tbonght to my Milly, who received it with interest and 
life, and preseiited it again to me in new points of view. 

It will take some time for my constitution to adapt itself 
to the climate. I have many inconveniences to suffer; I 
cannot drink the wines, and am always catching cold. But 
Gretchen soffers far more. She was very well till we got to 
Erfurt, but from thence onwards she has been constantly 
getting worse. At Munich she revived, hut as we came along 
the valley of the Adige, towards the south, she grew more and 
more indisposed. Her eyes are also very weak. She derives 
scarcely any pleasure from the journey, because she is 
obliged to sit so much alone, (and now ill,) at home ; but she 
bears this with touching gentleness and resignation. 

We hear news from Rome of the rise of prices of all kinds, 
especially in the rent of furnished apartments, occasioned by 
the concourse of foreigners, so that we shall most likely be 
obliged to fiimish next spring. The ship, in which our 
goods were embarked, has been wrecked at Calais. Under 
the best circumstances, it will be long before we receive any 
of our tilings. 

I have already seen a great deal of the works of art here. 
My preference of the old masters, ap to the time of Raphael, 
has been decidedly confirmed. Giovanni Bellini, who was 
my &vouiite eight years ago, has become bo again at Venice. 
And we have seen also some really wonderfol productions 
of Francia at Bologna. Masaccio, Mantegna, Yivarini, and 
Carpaccio, can be studied only in Italy. Of Giotto's works 
I have already seen a great number, and have now got a 
complete idea of the history of art in Italy. The direction 
of our jonmey by way of Nuremberg and Monich has been 
of great advantage to me in this respect. In the foorteentii 
century Giotto leans to the antique ; his school departs from 
it again. Masaccio soars at once on high. After him art 
sinks again ; and, daring the first sixty years of the fifteenth 
century, the Germans stand hif^ above the Italians. Then 
the other scale descends. After the time of Raphael and 
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Dorer, the tpirit was dead on both sides of the Alps ; but 
the art sorviTed in Italy. Id architectare, the Italians of 
the middle ages are not to be compared to the Oermaus. In 
the plastic arts they excel them. 

The day after to-morrow we proceed on our jonmey. 
When we arrive in Bome depends on circumstances. If I 
should find anything in the Chapter libraries of Arezzo and 
Pem^ I shall halt there. But at all events we shall 
certainly be at Bome long before the answer to this letter 
can anive. Do not deny me this refireshment. Our love to 
all our relations and friends. Farewell. God bless yon E 



CCXVIL 

Bomb, 7a Octohr, 1816. 

.... It was with solemn feelings that this morning, from 
the barren heights of the moory Campagna, I caught sight 
first of the cupola of SL Peter's, aud then of the view of the 
city from the bridge, where all the majesty of her buildings 
and her history seems to lie spread out before the eye of the 
stranger ; and afterwards entered by the Porta del Popolo. 
I have already wandered through a part of the ci^, and 
visited the most fomous of the ruins. My presentiment of 
the emotions with which I should behold them has proved 
quite correct. Nothing about them is new to me ; as a child 
I lay so often, for hours together, before the pictures I gave 
you as a keepsake, that their im^es were even at that early 
time as distinctly impressed upon my mind as if I had 
actually seen them : then, besides, it repels me that all the 
remains are those of the imperial times, and it is impossible 
for an architectural work of art to speak to the feelings, if 
considered as isolated, and without connection with other 
ideas. Bat the influence of the completely modem part of 
all that here surrounds yon, and intrudes itself upon your 
attention, is most disturbing; the glaringly bad taste of 
the churches of the last two hundred and fifty years ; the 
utter want of solemnity in all that meets the eye. In 
Petrarch's time, all must have made a profound impression 
of grandeur and magnificence on those who were sasceptible 
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to it ; indeed, much tbat but a ahort time aince spoke to the 
sense of poetiy, lias now been destroyed by the dealing ont 
of the rubbish from the Forum and the Colosseum. Now, 
their walls and columns stand stripped and naked, corroded 
by time, despoiled of the luxumnt and wild vegetation 
which once flourished among the ruined stones. The extent 
of Rome, too, appears small to a traveller; still, the distance 
from the Vatican, where I hope to find my chief pleasures, 
must be farther than from the last house which Milly and I 
occupied, to the Konigsthor at Berlin, which, in rain and 
the hot sun, is not an agreeable prospect. This library is 
closed now, and will remain so for the whole of this month, 
Bo that I mast school myself into patience. In Florence, 
however, I attained a high degree of probability that the 
Clreek poet — in the possibility of finding whom I have always 
believed for the last five-and-twenty years — really exists 
there, and has only failed to attract notice owing to the 
carelessness of those into whose hands he has fallen. If this 
treasure should really be reserved for me, I shall not have 
come hither in vain. 

.... But when one sees this favonred land, to which oar 
most fruitfol districts are barren ; sees how, at Temi, two 
harvests of grain are reaped from the soil in one year — one 
of wheat in Jtme, and the maize soon after it in October ; 
how this goes on year after year, and the wheat yields fifteen 
fold; when one sees how there is, strictly speaking, no 
peasant class at all here ; how (he very happiest places are 
those where the peasant only has to give up half the produce, 
and not where, as for many miles round Rome, all husbandry 
is performed by day-labourers under the enormously rich 
nobles ; when yon see the swarms of beggars who assure you, 
with looks that bear witness to their assertions, that they 
have not tasted bread to-day ; when you hear what numbers 
have died of hunger;* it does indeed raise bitter feelings. 

* It ought to bo notioBd, tbat the jmt in which Hiebuhr went to Ittlj ma 
m funina year, and th&t thii operated greatly in heightening the imfkrounblo 
chBToctar of Niebuhr's fint impreeaioni of the conntt; in general, though bin 
opinion of the moni and intellectual condition of the higher dasaaa rt 
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It has become peifeetly clear to me how this miseiy ^ose in 
the imperial tunes, and has been rendered permanent by the 
German conquerors, who have in no respect made themselves 
benefactors to Italy. 

ccxtm. 

TO SAVIQHT. 

RoKB, ITfA Oetottr, leis. 

If a letter which I wrote yon from Venice arrived punc- 
tually, dear Savigny, (of which, however, I do not feel at all 
confident,) and found you at Berlin, I am certain that yon 
most have written to me ; for my discoveries at Verona were, 
I should think, almost enough to induce you to order post- 
horseB on the spot, and set out for Italy yourself; and I 
coDJured and supplicated you to let me hear from you. 

Just now, however, I will neither torment myself because 
the wished-for letter seems to loiter on the road — although 
it would be doubly painful to me if my packet and its 
euclosures should not have come to hand — nor yet postpone 
this second letter till I know something certain about it. 

We arrived in Borne ten days ago, and removed the day 
before yesterday into the apartments which we have taken 
for the winter ; the innumerable calls are over, except a few, 
and we hftve made our acquaintance in the circle of my 
official intercourse. We are now able to survey our position 
and prospects. Do not make an outcry when I say that these 
are anything but agreeable ; and beg others who may bear 
this from yon, not to do so either. Were I a young man of 
twenty or thirty, coming hither as an independent traveller, 
with a mind free from care, and the prospect of returning 
home sooner or later, perhaps I should find this place to my 
liking, tiiough I would not take my oath of it. Bat now, 
what is permanent presses me down with its leaden weight, 

unduiiged. Profeisor Bisndii related to ths truulstor, how &t Viceun they 
ware poeitivelj driran out of the amphitheatre b; the orowd of bpgguv that 
nirrotmded them, (U)d at Yeaice were unable to sleep at all the fint night, 
tram the cries and shiieka of the darrii^ crowd atsenabled under their 
windows and calling for bread. 
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and vhat is tranutory has no charms for me. Only odb 
utterly imacquaiated with &cts coold euppose that the life 
of an ambassador here in Rome could be firee from restraint 
and interruption ; but it were really a pardonable mistake to 
imagine it somewhat less fettered than it is ; for that, as 
such, I should be obliged to observe all courtly formalities 
towards the Spanish court of Charles IV., of the Queen, 
and the Prince of the Peace, and eren to the Queen of 
Etruria, I confess I did not dream ; but so it is. I foresaw, 
of course, that I must unavoidably hold frequent intercourse 
with my colleagues, and gradually learn to adapt my con- 
duct to the claims and dictates of their opinions. Then 
for any foreigner, except a single man living independently 
of others, Borne has become extravagantly, nay fri^tfuUy, 
dear. Furniture is only to be procured at this moment at 
quite unreasonable prices, and we have been thankiul to hire 
a very small stiite of furnished apartments for the winter, at 
fifty scudi a month. We have not yet engaged a cook ; one 
has applied, and asks eighteen scudi a month wages, and two 
Bcudi (nearly three dollars) a day for providing dinner for us 
three, with MuUer and himself. Without a written agree- 
ment, nothing can be done. A hired carriage costs at least 
sixty-five scudi a month. The extra charges for lights, 
drink-money, &c., are endless. Do not, however, ascribe it 
to the influence of these impleasing prospects, or of my 
vexation at foreseeing how miserably the time I need for the 
completion of a work which was begun, and can only be 
continued, in quiet and retirement, will have to be frittered 
away, when I further confess to you that the sight of Rome 
has by no means made a cheering or elevating uupression 
upon me. This it cannot have on any one who really sees 
what really exists. 

The aspect of Venice and Florence appeared to me grand 
and pleasing ; in both, the images and monuments of the 
times of their greatness still remain visible and tangible. 
Venice is to me the grandest thing I have ever seen, mi I 
liked everything connected with it. Its iohabitants pleased 
me too ; their manners are mild and noble, and they have 
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aU an expression of grave, quiet sadness, that spoke to my 
inmost beart. In Florence eveiy street is historical, and so 
are hundreds of tlie buildings. I have traced the circuit of 
the Bomau colony, and of the walls after their extension, 
step by step ; visited Dante's honse ; read manuscripts 
written by MachiaveUi and Benvenuto CeUini; seen the 
tombs in Santa Croce aoid San Lorenzo. In both these 
cities there still exist unbounded treasures of genuine art, 
i. e. up to Baphael's death. Borne has no right to its name ; 
at most it should only be called New Rome (like New York). 
Not one single street here goes in the same direction as the 
old one ; it is an entirely foreign vegetation that has grown 
up on a part of the old soil, as insignificant and thoroughly 
modem in its style as possible, without nationality, without 
histoiy ; it JH very characteristic, that the really ancient and 
the modem city lie almost side by side. The abominable 
rage for bnilding in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
has called into existence a multitude of churches and 
edifices which any unprejudiced observer must allow to be 
mean and tasteless, and removed or built up every ancient 
structure. 

There are nowhere any remains of any thing that it was 
possible to remove. The ruins all date from the times of 
the Emperors, and he who can get ap an enthusiasm about 
them, must at least rank Martial and Sophocles together. 
In pictures, Borne (except the Vatican) is poor, compared to 
those two cities ; Bolognese mannfactores, and others still 
worse, I do not take into the account. St. Peter's, the 
Sixtine Chapel, and the Loggie are certainly splendid;* but 
even St. Peter's is disfigured internally by the wretched 
statues and decorations ; and who, indeed, would deny that 
even Borne has its glories ? The statnes I must acquire a 
taste for by degrees ; the doors of the Baptistry, particularly 
the ornamental work round their edges, which was not 
designed by Qhiberti, bnt by Giotto, take my fancy more 

* In saotheT letter hs Myt, " The Laat Judgment I do not yat undetstMid. 
The Btatnea b; Michael Angela *t Florence I prefer to those of intiqui^. The 
Psneiu of BeDTenuto uerns to me, on the contrai;, msdiocn." 
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than all the bas-relie&. Science ib atterl; extinct here ; of 
philologists there is none worthy the Dsme, except the aged 
de Bosei, who ia near his end. The people are apathetic, 
and truly if they ever were remarkable in any way for 
personal appearance, they muet have strangely altered. In 
all Italy (with a few exceptions at Venice) we have not seen 
one handsome face, most certainly not one here ; bat mach 
more poaitive ugliness than in Germany. Moreover, what 
as yet seems to us quite unaccountable, there is nothing like 
song to be heard, either of human voices or birds' throats ; 
only a horrible screeching every now and then. 

This then is the country and the place in which my life ia 
to be passed I It is but a poor amends that I can get firom 
libraries, and yet my only hope is from the Vatican. Thai 
we may be crossed in every way, this is closed till the 5th of 
November, and to have it opened sooner ia out of the 
question ; in other respects, all possible facilities have been 
promised me by the Pope himself. Cardinal Gonsalvi, 
Honsignor Testa, and the Prefect t^ the Library, Monsignor 
Baldi : this last is now engaged in printing, at his own cost, 
a work on which he has expended 600 Bcndi, without hope 
of receiving any compensation for it. It ia on aeventeen 
passages in the Old Testament, in which he has found the 
cross mentioned by name. A manoscript collection of 
inscriptions has been beqneathed to the Vatican by Maiini, 
which cannot be printed for want of funds. About that I 
shall write some day to the Academy. Should I find nothing 
in the Vatican, I shall be dreadfully disappointed. But I 
will still hope for something there. It is only open three 
hours a day, and shot on Thursdays and all the innumerable 
Catholic festivals ; and it just now happens that our meetings 
for conference have been altered £-om Thursday to some 
other day, so that in general there will only be three days 
a week, at most, in which I can work there. Of Hving 
antiquities I can expect none at Rome, as all the estates are 
latifimdia without peasants. At Temi I found the old 
art of land-surveying still extant ; I rode along what 
was probably an ancient Umee, found the rigor and the 
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V Pedes, and the coala and bricks under the termini. 
Uofortonately there was no aecUmensore in the town 
(as the people now call the occupation). I shall go there 
flgun if I live till next autnmn. It is a charming place. 
There are at least fifty honses in the town — among them one 
very large — which date from the Roman times, and which 
have never yet been observed or described by any traveller.' 
Several of the churches are Boman private houses. If one 
could but discover in Bome anything like this ! I long 
iuexpreBsibiy to have it for my burial-place. Everything is 
ancient in Temi and its nei^bourhood ; even the mode of 
preparing the wine. Oh, to have been in Italy 500 years ago I 
Since my own literary life is brought to a close with this 
minion, I endeavour at least to make myself useful to my 
Mends, as &r as it may still lie in my power. Your com- 
missions, dear Savigny, have not escaped my memoiy. 
First at Bologna; Ridolfi has been removed thence to 
Padua, where I have twice been without knowing this. 
Your book has been forwarded to him through that philo- 
logical miracle, Mezzofanti. The catalogue of documents I 
left with the Canon Londi, as it would have required full a 
week merely to copy it. This Canon and Schiassi, the 
Keeper of the Archives, have promised to get a copy made 
for me. I obtained a similar promise at Florence from 
Villaoi and Bandini, on behalf of the Chapter ; for as I made 
it my chief object there to examine the Laurentian Library as 
thoroughly as possible for palimpsests (the search proved 
fruitless, as also in the Marcian Library), time failed me there 
also. I had great difScolty in discovering the MSS. of 
Bologninus. They Were found at last in a chest. 

* There wan, too, bu old bridga ftt Temi, also of Honaa uvhitecture, which 
puticularlj ioteieated Nlebuhr. 
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TO MAn*iiH HEHSLER 

tMMt, 30ft October, ISIS. 

It makes me veiy uneasy that I have still no answer from 
Savigiiy to my announcement of the discovery I made at 
Verona. The letters to me mast he detained eomewhere on 
the road, for you would nerer aU keep silence to me and 
Oretchen in this manner. 

It is extremely depressing while we can receive no sympathy 
in conversation, to be deprived of all conmiunication by 
which my mind can he roused into life. I shall never be 
ahle to feel at home here. Anything &om Germany, even 
ft leaf &om the "Allgemeine Zeitung" is the most welcome 
acquisition to me in this foreign land. 

I have indeed some German fellow-cotmtrymen here ; hat 
it is with them as I expected. Among the artists, the two 
whose conversation I 6ud the most agreeable, are Cornelius 
and Wilhelm Schadow. The latter is particolarly refined 
and intellectual ; but he is unfortunately a convert to 
Catholicism. Overbeck, to whom he yields precedence as 
an artist, and whose physiognomy is very prepossessing, is 
taciturn and melancholy. Rome is a terrible place for any 
one who is melancholy, becanse it contains no living present 
to relieve the sense of sadness ; the present b revolting, and 
in what exists, there is not the slightest trace of antiquity to 
be recognised ; there are not even any remains of the Church 
of the middle ages. It does no good (to me especially) to be 
thrown back upon works of art and nothing but works of art. 
My colleagues are tolerably agreeable people. Among the 
Italians you seek in vain for even interesting conversatioii, 
although this would be far from sufficient for me now. There 
is only one man of talent and mental activity here, at least 
among the philologists and historians — an old ex -Jesuit on 
the borders of the grave ; and he repeats the verdict which I 
have already heard &om the lips of the few old men in 
whom I have become acquainted with the relics of a more 
intellectual age ; " I'ltalia 6 spenta : ^ un coipo morto ; " and 
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I find it SO. Cardinal GousalTi is an intellectual man, and 
would be really distinguislied among any nunieters of any 
court I have foimd some intelligent men among the pre- 
lates, but we GermoDS and they find each other's society 
devoid of stimulating influence ; many of our thoughts may 
be mirrored in each other's minds, hot pass away, and exert 
no hring power. The aged and venerable Pope received me 
with remarkable kindness and afiEabili^ ; I staid to dinner 
with bis chaplain, and it was about the brightest day I have 
spent since my arrivaL So far firom there being any truth 
in the absurd romour, that the court of Some had protested 
against me personally, it turns out that they have looked 
forward to my coming with great pleasure, and certainly no 
Catholic ambassador cau boast of a more distinguished and 

friendly reception 

It is a real misfortone that our goods, consequently my 
books, have not arrived yet We are still without tidings of 
them, and the captain who could make shipwreck at Calais 
in the middle of summer, wonld need a miracle to get safely 
to Leghorn at this season. Besides, there are Barbary 
pirates cruising off the Portuguese coasts, who plunder every 
vessel they come near. I wish I had followed my own plan, 
and sent the books, at least, over land. If they are lost, it 
would be impossible to replace them in Italy. But I bow in 
resignation to every calamity of this kind. Only it is veiy 
sad that with them I should lose every means of study and 
employment, for no book is lent out of the labraries here 
under any conditions whatever; and so how can I undertake 
any learned work ? The Libraries are open five days a week, 
for three hours each day, and of these five days, two are 
those of the ministerial conferences. However, as I said, my 
murmuring spirit is broken ; perhaps just because one only 
desires passionately when one is full of life. All other 
things may turn out as they will, if only Ood protect and 
preserve to me my dearest treasure. Farewell t 
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CCXX. 

RoK^ EOd JVMmitr, ISIS. 

. . . Brandis is a very agreeable inmate, and aympathises 
with me on every occasion. 

I hare found in the Vatican a manoBcript fall of treasures 
Crom the Boman literature, and am woildng bosily at it. I 
have discovered fragments of the tost parts of Cicero's Oration 
for Fonteius, and probably also the conclasion of that for 
TulliuB. I shall have these fritgments printed here, together 
with some passages in the fragment of Liry which their first 
editors could not read, as soon as the indcBcribably laborious 
work is finished, in order that it may gain me access to more 
of the same kind. I think I can also recognise long pas- 
sages from Cicero's lost philosophical writings ; if I prove to 
be right, I should like to sell them in Enj^land for a good 
price, by way of earning some money for oar young artists. 
Among these, there are some really excellent yoong men, 
who are languishing for the means of ctJtivating their talents, 
and are at the same time hard put to it for daily bread. I 
should like to get enough money to set a few of them to 
paint a fresco in the Library. Some of the ecclesiastical 
officials reject all fees ; these I shall also lay aside for this 
object. Cornelius is the most intellectual of them. Overbeck 
and William Schadow are amiable men and very clever 
artiste, notwithstanding their proselytising spirit 

I am zealously performing my official duties. Unhappily 
I am still without iiiBtructions on all the important points, 
though I have urgently entreated that they may be sent me. 
The moment is favourable ; besides, the people here are well 
disposed towards me, and I think I shall be able to come to 
arrangements with them 

33rd. .... I am glad too to hear that the German artists 
here call me tiie German Minister. People from all parte of 
Germany who have no ambassador here, come to me as the 
representative of their respective countries. .... 
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CCXXl 

Bout, TfA Dteemier, 1816. 
Thank Heaven, my books have amiTed at Leghorn; 
thoa^ no donbt it will be a long while before I slull get 
them here. I hope, with their aBsiatance, to return to 
occupations that can fill my mind. It gives me great pain 
to think that my History must remain unfinished ; that my 
Milly's only request will be left unfulfilled. Oh that I could 
fiilfil it ! But what I could do now would be too unlike the 
former part. From the general account which I have received 
of the review, mentioned also in your letter, it does not vex 
me much ; it would do bo, perhaps, if I read it. They may 
say what they will about the matter ; I am as certain of the 
correctness of my views as I am of my own existence, and 
that I have discovered the solution of the enigma. It is 
not the love of conjecture that has impelled me, but the 
necessity of understanding, and the faculty of guessing and 
divining. For many points, still more numerous and 
express proofs might be produced, than those I have 
brou^t forward. He who presumes to pronounce a judg- 
ment on this subject, without knowing more than the 
current opinions on it, has really no voice at all in the 
matter. Further, it is not to be expected that every one, or 
even that many, should have that faculty of immediate 
intuition which would enable them to partake in my 
immoveable conviction, for which I should be ready to die. 
Mortifications do not annoy me now as they used to do ; 
but still it is melancholy that the love and appreciation of 
literature is so declining in Germany. This I may say 
without arrogance, that he who refuses respect to my 
History, deserves none himself. .... 
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RoK^ (Stritlmat Btt, 1810- 

Now, at tiie dead of night, aa Qretcheu has gone to sleep, 
and all ie silent in the hoose, I vill sit down to answer yonx 
two dear, affectionate letters. 

You will not misunderstand and misinterpret me for 
having BufFered a week to elapse after receiving yonr former 
letter before replying to it. My eyes will not allow me to 
write late at eight, tboogb until now I have been able to 
read then vrithont difficnlty. I have perceived this change 
with alarm for the last month past ; it is probably the effect 
of having worked too hard at decyphering writing more 
than half obliterated. Perhaps it will give way when this 
murderous work for the eyes is finished, which is not the 
case yet. 

If reflection, when it has become too one-cuded, and too 
domineering over a deeply feeling heart, is apt to lead as 
into errors in our treatment of others, it gives us, on the 
other hand, the power of looking every thing in the face, of 
supporting the moat dreadful prospect, and maintaining our 
equanimity ; bat be who has neglected to cultivate this 
power, and always lived exclusively in ima^nation and 
direct perception, with these faculties nourished by an inter- 
change of every thongbt and feeling with another, is, when 
a great calamity befals him, robbed of his whole wealth, and 
incapable of replacing it. 

.... My first impression of the city remains unchanged. 
Brandis, too, finds nothing Elysian here. Neither the city, 
nor its inhabitants, so far as it is inhabited, have any charms 
for me. The magnificent prospects towards the surrounding 
mountEuns &om some of the eminences would delist yon. 
I still find the ruins of the imperial times uncongenial to 
my taste ; there is wonderfully little that is truly beautifuL 
The frescoes of Raphael and Michael Angelo, and some 
ancient statues, are all that is really living in Rome. I often 
ascend the Capitoline HiU to look at Marcus Aurelius and 
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his horse, und I have not been able to refrain from caressing 
&B lions of basalt. Yon cannot stand on the Aventine or 
the Palatine without grave thoaghts, bnt standing on the 
spot brings me very little nearer to the image of past ages. 

Among the present living occupants of Rome, our Gennaii 
artists alone have any vrorth in them ; and in their society, 
as far as their sphere reaches, you may sometimes transport 
jrourself for a fev hours into a better vorld. Cornelius, you 
know, fiY>m his illnstrationB to the "Nibelungen Lied." 
They are incomparably surpassed by those to the " Faust," 
which have been already engraved. Cornelius is an entirely 
Belf-educated man. His taste in art is wholly for the sublime, 
the simple and grand. We are constantly becoming more 
intimate, and may already call ourselves friends. He has an 
excellent vrife, a native of lUime, who I hope will be of 
service to Gretchen when she needs a friend. He is very 
poor, because he works for his conscience and his own satis- 
bction, and purchasers who would or conld measure their 
remoneration by the same standard are not to be found. 
I cannot afford to give the artists work, but I am ^ad to be 
able to help them as a friend when their necessities are 
pressing. Another frequent visitor of ours is Flatner, who 
has been made a painter by an unlucky accident, whereas 
nature intended him for a scholar and historian. He is still 
poorer than Ciamelius; his wife is very like Mrs. Beimer. 
The Tyrolese Koch, whom you will have heard of as a land- 
scape painter, is a friend of theirs, an eccentric, petulant 
man, full of just thoughts and bitter sarcasms. With these 
three we can thoroughly harmonise, though Flatner is Saxon 
in his politics, and only attracted to me by personal liking ; 
Koch, however, has such an antipathy to "Hackert" and to 
the " Propylsea," and Goethe's " Winkebnann," that he even 
speaks absurdly and spitefully against Goethe himself. I 
like Overbeck and the two Schadows much, and they are 
estimable both as artists and as men ; but the Catholicism 
of Overbeck and one of the Schadows excludes entirely many 
topics of conversation. Ranch was here for some time. 
Thorwaldsen estimates the representation infinitely higher 
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than Ute thoaght, and uainttune that a work whicb is &lee in 
conception, but correct in drawing, ia still the work of a 
master ; while, on the contrary, a picture having tlie noblest 
idea, if in any respect erroneous in drawing, or imperfect in 
Golooring, is only that of a learner. There are no learned 
men among the foreigners here at present, except my old 
tutor and friend, Plajrfur, of Edinburgh. Bunsen is here, 
however, and for him one mast feel the hi^^est esteem, bnt 
he is much engaged with an Englishman to whom he gives 
instniction. 

You want to know my way of life. Whenever the Library 
is open, and no conference with the Secretary of State stands 
in the way, I go, if the weather is tolerable, to the Vatican. 
There I am still occupied upon a manuscript in which I 
have found lost fragments of Cicero's Orations, a part of the 
fragment of Livy, which the earlier editors have not been 
able to make out, and other fragments of Seneca and 
HyginuB. The printing of these things will soon begin ; I 
shall dedicate them to the Pope, for whom I still retain the 
reverence I felt at a distance. I often go to the Forum, 
where they have excavated an interesting spot. More distant 
walks can seldom be undertaken at this season of the year. 
When Qretchen feels inclined we take a drive. Three lames 
a week, my Italian master comes, who is, however, a very bad 
one. Every Tuesday, there is a large dinner-party at the 
French ambassador's, which, as it always consists of the same 
persons, gets more tiresome every time 
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About this time, A. W. Schlegel's attack upon 
Niebuhr's History came out in the Jena "Litteratur 
Zeitung," and other unfavourable reviews of it appeared 
in the Heidelberg " Jahrbiicher," ■which vexed Niehuhr 
iR the more, as, owing to his absence, he was unable to 
defend hia work as he would have wished. A much 
more serious annoyance was caused him by a statement 
which appeared in the " Alte Freimuthige," from the 
pea of Gottlieb Merkel, accusing him of having torn 
the fragments of the Gaius, which he had sent to 
Savigny, out of books belonging to the Cathedral 
Chapter at Verona, and carried them off. Niebuhr 
caused a judicial investigation to be instituted, the 
result of which was that Merkel was condemned to " six 
months' imprisonment, or a fine of 500 dollars, for a 
hbel against the Privy Councillor Niebuhr." 

In April, 1817, his wife bore him a son, after long 
and severe suffering. This event gave him the keenest 
dehght, and it was the first thing that disp^ed the 
cloud of melancholy which had bung over him ever since 
his first wife's death. He had never had any anxious 
wishes for children in his first marriage, but now his 
heart yearned towards the child that was bom to him 
with the whole fervour of his deep affections. 

During the summer of this year Niebuhr, with his 
family and Brandis, spent some time at Frascati, where 
he translated an essay on the Poor and Pauperism that 
had appeared in the " Quarterly Review," and had 
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greatly excited his interest He occupied what leisure 
he had fi^)in the duties of his (^ce this year, in studying 
the history of Greece and of Asia, from the time of 
Philip of Macedon to their conquest by the Romans, in 
order, as he himself expressed it, " to obtain a sharply- 
outlined picture of the period when Greek and Roman 
history first began to run parallel to each other without 
coming into contact, up to that in which they at last 
coalesce." These studies were interrupted by a lingering 
illness, his recovery from which was long doubdul. 
It waa, however, remarkable that even during his illness 
his mind felt clearer and brighter than for two years 
previomly. While still confined to his bed he was 
able to study, and was conscious of the revival of that 
faculty of divloatioD and happy combination, the loss 
of which had so often depressed him. From this time 
forward, a brighter era in Niebuhr's life b^ns, notwith- 
standing his settled dislike of the nation among whom 
his lot was cast. He was, however, long unfit for any 
bodily exertion. 

On his return to Rome in October, he found Professor 
Bekker, of Berlin, who had been sent vrith Professor 
Goschen, by the Academy of Sciences, to follow out 
Niebuhr's discovery of the Institutes of Gains. Niebuhr 
invited Bekker to become his guest during the ensuing 
months which be intended to spend at Rome, and found 
in his society the opportunity of conversing on the sub- 
jects of his studies, the want of which he had hitherto 
felt so painfully since his arrival there. He now renewed 
his investigations in connexion with Roman history. 

Many foreigners visited Rome during this winter. 
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among yihom were the Crown Friuce of Bararia, Lord 
Colchester, aod Lord Lanedowne ; with the two latter, 
Niebuhr formed a sincere and lasting fiiendahip. 

Letters written in 1617. 

ccxsni. 
TO MADAHB HBNSLEB. 

Bomb, lit Jamuuy, 1817. 

My first employment this day shall be to write to yoa. 
Till this time two years, the close of the old year was 
generally a happy and joyous time: my Milly made it a 
festival for as at home, at least, and we used to enter on the 
new year reading and talldng together ; frequently, with a 
spoken recollection of you — at any rate, with a silent one ; 
for ahe -clung to yon with the wannest, teuderest love. She 
so often spoke of you with affection ; she longed so to have 
yoa with her, though she was so happy in her love, that she 
Gonld endure your absence. 

How delightful were those eves of the new year, and of 
Christmas while we lived at Copenhagen, and before we 
had been drawn into the whirlpool of politics I But how 
delightful they were too at Berlin, although on the whole the 
destruction of our quiet, unconscious, individual life, had 
issued in a new, perhaps more brilliant, but less blessed 
epoch of our existence. 

I try to employ myself; but it is to littie purpose, for I 
find it is still as ever the case with me, that I can only work 
with success when I linger with pleasure over my occu- 
pations. My powers are still further paralysed by the 
disagreeable and deadening effect of the fashionable parties 
^ch are very numerous at this season. Then, too, the 
parties here are more insipid and annoying than any I have 
ever been in before. I have formed the intention of, at least, 
revising and correcting the Boman History, if I cannot finish 
it; I sit £aithfully enough for hours together before my 
books, bat memory and sagacity will not serve me as 
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formerly ; vague recollections of things I have read, and of 
the exiBtence of relations dawn upon my mind, but refuse to 
let me grasp them, or to assume a distinct shape. 

I have many times before felt what it is to be is a foreign 
land ; I felt it least of all in England ; — in Holland more, 
after the first interest was exhausted, but never as I do 
here in Italy; here you can never learn to feel at home. 
There is no possibility of intimacy with those around me — 
that is, with the Italians — no possibility of growing attached 
to them through common interests or feelings. No object of 
science or of occupation brings you together. If we could 
but let each other entirely alone, it would not be so bad ; for 
we are not at a loss for society and friends, but that is 
impossible. I must keep up an intercourse with them. 
Every one is titled ; every one has a certain rank ; the Noble 
and Beautiful alone has neither rank nor existence. All the 
topics which occupy us in Germany are foreign to them, have 
no existence for them ; their thoughts are not directed to any 
object or aim. 

I have other anxieties, relating to my father-land, that is, 
my adopted one. There are rumours of war abroad, and 
they only give weight to a long cherished presentiment of 
mine. I have long feared a coalition against Prussia. I 
cannot bear to think out the detfdls of the calamitJes which 
such an occiurence may and almost certainly must entail, of 
which, the least would be a progress towards barbarism and 
slavery. In such times, it is no happiness to become a 
father, and a heavy misfortune to be at a distance from one's 
own country. The impossibility of holding any affectionate 
or interesting intercourse with the natives of tliis country, 
is a great obstacle to prc^^ss in their language. Another 
hindrance is, that while all my anticipations regarding the 
miserable condition of Borne, in a moral point of view, have 
been ^filled to the uttermost, I find the difference between 
the wretched language that is current, and the beautiiul old 
language of the literature, far greater than I had ever 
supposed it' to be. The more modem writings are such aft 
no one could peruse with care ; it is hardly possible to run 
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through them, still lesa to appropriate their language ; but 
neither can yon obtain a perfect mastery over the old 
classical language, for the new which yon are constantly 
healing, mixes itself up with it, and corrupts it In Florence 
it stiU lives, but like a learned laogoage, in the pens of many, 
and in the mouths of a few cultivated men. I felt there that 
I could render myself a complete master of it ; but here it 
is so badly spoken, that it is impossible for me, at least with 
my present capabilities, to acquire it. I have begun to read 
Gnicciardini aloud during the evenings; his fulness and 
power of vivid description render him most admirable as an 
historian. Further, we do not get on with our reading 
t<^ether as I could widi 



TO JACOBL 

BOMI, IIM /imaary, ISIT. 

.... I am making some effort to purchase the tomb of 
the Scipios. It is a characteristic trait of this modem Kome, 
that when this unique and venerable monument of antiquity 
was discovered in 1780, the bones of Scipio, which were in 
a state of perfect preservation, were torn from their stony 
conch and thrown away ! "When people try to console you 
for the passing away of the old Roman times by saying 
that modem Some has become Christian and Catholic, I 
cannot help quoting Lncan's consolation for the civil wars, 
that all this blood had not flowed in vain, for else Nero could 
never have reigned. 

However, among the artists here, the pious and betieving 
are by far the most eminent men, and there are some of 
them highly deserving of respect ; but no place seems to me 
80 fitted to confirm one in Lutheranism as this; unless, 
indeed, you are in close intercourse with the Fope, for whom 
your personal veneration increases with your knowledge of 

Have I told you that I have found our Indian numerals 
in use in a Greek MS., which must certainly be older than 
the seventh century ? 
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Ooethe'B Travels have only just made their appearance 
here, and I am reading them much as the Man in the Moon 
might read Schrfiter's Selenogrephical Fragmenta. But it is 
too wide a subject for me to enter npon it now. I had so 
much to discuss with you and Roth ! among other things, the 
French Electoral Law, which I am qaite full of at present, 
so much so that I hare begun a pamphlet on the subject, 
which will probably, however, be left unfinished.* 



TO lUDAKE HEVaLEa 

BoU( isa Jammwt, 1817. 

.... Gretchen is not at all welL .... But how much, 
to her as well as to me, hangs on the life of this child, which 
will very likely be your inheritance, if Gretchen and I go 
before yon. I know that you will tend and educate our 
child with the warm love of a mother. 

I certainly look forward with gladness to the birth of this 
child. In case it should be a boy, I am already preparing 
myself to educate him. I should try to familiarise him very 
early with the ancient languages, by making him repeat 
sentence after me, and relating stories to him in them, in 
order that he might not have too much to learn afterwards, 
nor yet read too much at too early an age, but receive his 
education aSter the fashion of the ancients. I think I 
should know how to educate a boy, but not a gixl ; I shoold 
be in danger of making her too learned. In Montaigne's 
times, the sons of learned men acquired Greek and Latin 
by conversation, like a modem language. I would relate 
innumerable stories to the boy, as my &ther did to me : but 
by degrees mix up more and more of Greek and Latin in 
them, BO that he would be forced to learn those languages 
in order to understand the stories. If it is a boy, he shall 
have the name which my Milly would have given to hers ; 

* ThU fragment u ooatNiwd in a Toluna of hii ttjaot WriliBg^ puUiahed 
iDl842,p, *71. 
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that of my father and of yours. . . . If it is [a girl] it shall 
have Amelia's name and yonrs, and your omted blessing. 
Brandis feels the effects of om- troubleB — I fear of the 

climate too For the rest, you know how much I am 

attached to him, and how 1 Talue his society. A pnrer 
heart, a more noble and nnselfish disposition .than his, 
there cannot exist; and these derire a rare worth from his 
refined intellect, and his quick appreciation ntf all elevated 
ideas. .... 

ccxxvi. 
TO NlCOLOTIDa 

Bon^ Sind Jmtmary, 1817. 

I have been ill for some time, dear Nicolovins : I was so 
for seyeral weeks before I voold give way ; hnt at last I was 
forced to take to my bed. Now I am enjoying the refreshing 
feeling of recovery. While it lasts, I will clear off, without 
farther delay, the heavily-accumulated debt of answer to 
yonr kind and consolatory letter. It is better that my reply 
has been put off so long, for such a black cloud hung over 
my mental horizon, that anything I could have written in 
that state would only have given you pain. 

The physical cause of my illness was the changeable 
weather. The winter has been on the whole mUd up to this 
time (and if nature is in any respect what she was in ancient 
times, spring most begin a.d. vm. Idvs Fehr), and pleasant 
bom its dryness. No snow has fallen in the city, and the 
Triton has only had a beard one morning at most ; but the 
Tramontane gives you cold much sooner than a snow storm, 
and the excessively rapid changes of temperature are more 
than my constitution can stand, particularly since I am 
frequentiy obliged to wear full court dress, and then to come 
from before an immense open fire down the exposed stair- 
cases through an icy cold sea of air. Then, too, the very 
quality of the winds here has quite altered since the ancient 
times ; which has, I think, never yet been remarked. The 
Aquilo, or Greco, no longer blows from the N.N.E., but 
from the N.E., and the Bcirocco, or Valtumus, was formerly 
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dry and not veiy disagreeable : thua, too, I do not doubt 
that the character of the Libaccio and Ostro has changed 
much for the worse, though in the main they are what they 
nsed to be. Do you see that I am already becoming a 
Roman of the present day ? for the prevuling wind, and the 
price of oil, and the size of the pagnotti," are the main ideas 
that occupy their minds ; in fact, what can and dare we poor 
wretches think about besides ? So in order to complete the 
information, which you have a ri^t to expect from a Boman 
of the present day, I beg to announce to you that a fogliette 
of oil costs from two-and-twenty to four-and-twenty Ixyoceki; 
in your time it will not have cost more than seven or eight 
at most. Some aged men among the natives remember 
when an insurrection was near breaking out, because it rose 
from two-and-a-half to fonr bajoccku The price would hare 
risen to forty with us, as the forestallers and regraters set 
no bounds to their audacity, but that a counter speculation 
was set on foot Meanwhile, that forestalling is an honest 
trade, to which the State can offer no opposition ; and that 
by these high prices and their profits, large capitals are 
created, which contribute much more to the increase of the 
national wealth, than the pennies trickling throu^ the pow 
man's purse for his daily wants — has been proved to satis- 
faction by political economy, for which science there is 
unfortunately no gallows, because it was only in the schools 
of the rhetoricians that one could bring forward an accusation 
of itucripti maleficii. Onr forefathers, however, would have 
drowned the teachers of this wisdom, and my old Bomans 
would have banished them still more rigorously than the 
Greek sophists, or at least would have ordered them to 
cease from their hdus impudenHa. At Castelmaggiore, in 
Sabina, sixty-two human beings have already died of hunger, 
as I have been assured by a parish priest, who seems to be 
an intelligent and honest man ; this is the state of things 
everywhere among the mountains. As for ourselves, we are, 
indeed, in no danger of starvation, but I am obliged to 
renounce all indulgences in order to mske both ends meet; 

* FeDSf rolls. 
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can bay neither books nor works of art ; and mast quietly 
pat ap with having it said that we do not live suitably to oar 
station. 

I have written aboat Titel I wish my recommen- 
dations of our mach more eminent yoang painters may also 
be successful. I have no need to press this matter Airther 
npon your attention ; and if there are great difficulties with 
regard to it, I am only making your heart heavy. There are 
two ways in which something really useful, and conducive to 
the dignity of Prussia, might be accomplished ; the one would 
do honour to the government ; the other at any rate to the 
public. Either let the government sonmion some of the 
most diBtingnished artists to Berlin, and coaimissioQ them 
to execute some great work in fresco — say, in the cathedral 
(to which the King would perhaps be most inclined), or in 
the University, or some other public building. Or, if the 
ministry will not listen to this, let a subscription be raised 
if possible among the wealthy for the same object, to which 
end yoa mast go out into the highways and hedges and 
invite them to come in, where people are beggars only in 
a spiritual point of view, and their scrip is full. I have 
written to Savigny about a similar notion.* I think that the 
Princess William might be interested in this matter, and if 
necessary I would write to her about it. You have probably 
not yet seen the Faust of Comehus — have you ? It has, 
or will &r surpass yoar expectations. Cornelius is a very 
high-minded, intellectual, and amiable man ; a Catholic by 
birth, bat so little a zealot, that when we were talking with 
him about his favourite idea of painting a Last Judgment, 
thoa^ be refused our request that Lather mi^t be trans- 
lated into the heavenly glory, on the plea that he dared 
not do that, he said that he shoold be represented as holding 
up the Bible to the devil, and the latter as retreating at 
the sight of it. I fancy Stolberg would approve of this too 
in the depths of his heart — don't you ? I recommend the 
two Schftdows strongly to the notice of the government. As 

* Hue ii intensting u being tha firat auggsBtion from whidi the Art 
1Tnioii% now to nameroui id 0«rm»nj, took thrir rise. 
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for Williain, I fear tJiat he is exerting hiniBelf beyond his 
strength and will not live long ; but yon most not let his 
father know more of this than is neceaaoiy to induce Mm to 
moderate his demands upon hia son. Both the brothers are 
extremely industrioos, and, like all our eminent yonng men, 
of irreproachable morality. Kadolph is beginning to acquire 
celebrity, and there is some prospect of his receiving 
important commissions from EngUshmen. If bo, it would be 
a terrible pity that he should not remain here for some years 
to come ; for it is only through such labours, by producing 
great and numerous works, that the artist can tmly develope 
bixoBelf. If obstacles of this kind should prevent him from 
obeying the dictates of his father, those who are in Berlin 
must ezcose his conduct to the old man i in this case I have 
promised to claim your mediation, dear Nicolovius, and yon 
would do a good work if you could prepare the old man for 
it beforehand. 

There are two others besides, in whose behalf I shall boldly 
apply to the Home Office — the two Bhinelanders, Oau the 
architect, and the painter Moseler, who received stipends 
from the provisional govemmeut. I must earnestly entreat 
that these may be continued to them. Gau is a real genius, 
and has begun to make most important discoveries respecting 
ancient architecture ; he has made drawings at Pompeii, 
which inspire much more confidence in their accuracy than 
those of Maizoy ; here in Borne, he has made observations 
from the summit of tlie Capitol, which have sn^ested some 
very important ideas with regard to the ancient ground-plan 
of the city — for instance, that these are fragments of two 
plans of completely different proportions; he has also dis- 
covered the Ulpian Basilicie ; and further, recently, that the 
arch of Janus is constructed out of fragments of the so-called 
Temple of the Sun. He is extremely industrious, and it 
would be a thousand pities if he were obliged to leave Italy 
just at present. Unless I am much deceived, we may expect 
great things from him. Moseler is at work on copies titaa 
tiie old Cologne school of painters, which Wenner is bringing 
out at Frankfort with an historical introduction, which has 
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the great merit of dispelling, by its impartial and acute 
investigation, the mist that even the Boisser^es have thrown 
over the supposed early period of art in that city. Hia results, 
nnlike theirs, are in harmony mth what is known &om other 
historical sonrces, and therefore it is to be hoped that, after 
their publication, we sliall hear no more of a school of art at 
Cologne under the Byzantine Emperors, or even dating 
back to the Roman times. But it is of great moment, to 
enable him to form a connected history of art &om the 
earliest times, that be should see Tuscany and Venice. . . . 
Wbat are they doing about the Universi^ on the Lower 
Bhine ? I wish some appointment there could be found for 
our friend Flatner, who is not great as a painter, but has a 
real vocation for literature. If it were possible to establish 
there, or in any other university, a professorship of Italian 
literature and history, and the history of Italian art, that 
would be the post best suited to bis talents, and he would 
fill it with great honour to himself. He has begun to 
prepare an edition of Yasari, and would be quite capable of 
writing an excellent commentary upon Dante, if the pub* 
lisherB would condescend to patronise him. Unless my 
memory deceive me, he was not named according to his 
merits at Berlin. He is a particularly noble*minded man. 

Be so kind as to return my kind regards to L. Stolberg, 
with the assurance that I should not &ii tor want of " going 
piano," even if the utter absence of all instructions did not 
render it impossible to advance a step. This is a misery 
for which I cannot console myself, because a conjuncture in 
every respect &vourable is thereby lost to us. The Pope is 
ready, nay, offers to do all that is reasonable ; he could not 
have expressed himself more clearly on this subject, than he 
did to me, a short time since, in a long conversatioD. We 
are regarded with favour in a political point of view, and as 
for myself personally I certainly do not stand in the way of 
tJie business. The dedication to the Pope of the Ciceronian 
firagments I have discovered bere (I sent him the MS. a 
week ago), has greatly pleased the kind-hearted old man ; 
and the government are really more obliging to me in 
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regard to public bnsiaesB than I could have ventiired to 
hope ; for thej have gone bo far as to receiTe from a 
Protestant ambassador the filling up of incomplete clerical 
certificates. StiU, I ask, if I am to have no other vocation 
than that c^ negotiating dispensations ; is it at all worth 
while that my life and real calling should be thus sacrificed ? 
With me, dearest Nicolonos, the inward life is bnmt oat, 
and my body too is exhausted. I lived through the spirit, 
and that is fallen asleep. 

That the Cathedral Chapter of Cologne shoold extend 
its jarisdiction beyond the Rhine, is certainly out of the 
question, so long as the new bishopric of Aix-la-Chapelle 
stands in the way, and this gires a great deal to do in the 
way of negotiation ; but if Cologne were created into an 
archbishopric, all difficulties would be removed ; assuming, 
that is, that the goTemment would endow the Cathedral 
Chapter and bishoprics, as Bavaria has done, which really 
does not involve an extravagant e:q>enditare, and allow the 
Chapter to elect their own bishops. I have made a report 
upon the Bavarian Concordat to the foreign department, and 
hope that your department will learn the contents of my 
report upon ecclesiastical matters. Oh that you had it in 
your power to get my instructions forwarded to me 1 

I am still occupied upon the same codex ; some extremely 
trivial leaves from Seneca, which are dreadAilly illegible, 
but nnhappily have never been printed, are costing me many 
valuable hours now, and will probably coat my eyes a great 
part of their power. I hope the dedication to the Pope will 
open the private closets, and then it seems impossible bat 
that something should be brought to light. But "Roioa 
affords me no help towards my History. This Borne is a 
Codex reicnpUu, where Cato's Origines have been erased, and. 
a "Diario di Boma"* written over them. It is particularly 
unfortunate that one cannot get to the mountains, bnt that 
is quite impossible, on account of the banditti. We cannot 
even venture as far as Palestrina, or CorL 

Since your time, everything must have changed beyond 

* A miaenble Lttle dul; paper M Boma. 
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rec<^mtioD. This I am assured, too, is the case by those 
who have lived long here. The inhabitants of Trastevere 
are as tame as all the rest ; as agly as all the rest ; they all 
steal along in silence and melancholy ; the sonnd of song is 
nowhere heard. I have not seen a merry face ^ce I have 
been here. 

I deeply sympathise in what yon tell me of Goschen's 
amdetieB. Oh if it were but possible to be of any help to 
one's friends under sach calamities ! . . . . 



TO MAn*MR HEN8LEE. 

Boia^ 7A fOntarf, 1S17. 
.... To-day, at eight o'clock, begins the wild buffoonery 
of the Carnival, to ns a melancholy spectacle. It is a 
question whether even the Romans will enact it with any 
real gaie^ of heart. Probably they did so as long as their 
easy life still resembled that of children in the hohdays, but 
all merriment is strange to them now. A people of utterly 
vacant mind is capable of childish enjoyment as long as it 
has outward comforts ; but when a period of agitation and 
calamity comes, when its playthings are broken, and it has 
to go hungry, it must inevitably become heavy and stupid. 
The difference between my expectation and that of those 
who had seen Rome many years ago, consisted in my having 
a distinct conception of this change. There is scarcely any- 
thing more repulsive than a fool without mirth. I can well 
understand how it was that Nicolovius and others, in the 
gaiety of their own youth, should have delighted in these 
meny fools. They should come and see them now I Eveiy 
countenance is careworn, even those that are not emaciated 
by hunger. All is so changed here, that even the far-&med 
gesticulation and grimace of the Italians have almost entirely 
vaniBhed. The people are kept in order by the iron rigour 
of the police ; the cavaletto — the machine on which those 
who in&inge the police regulations are whipped — is almost 
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permaneiit. You certainly hear of no mnrders committed 
within the city ; and it may be, that when a people is con- 
demned to live in such an indescribable atate of phyBical 
and political misery, nothing but this iron discipline can 
enable us of the upper dassea to live in safety. Bat what a 
state of things ! You cannot venture to go where this 
coercion cannot also reach ; and in TiToli, a highly respect- 
able man was murdered a few weeks i^, in his own house, 
by masked robbers. Latium, on the other side of Frascati 
and Albano, is quite inaccessible to me ; and yet it ia that 
spot which woold abore all things have rendered my 
residence here valuable to my History. 

Certainly the country and the climate are beantiM. The 
fertility of the soil iB inconceivable, and I should think that 
seven jagera might well suffice for a household. But the 
rank sen] exhales death, and even the labourers are obliged 
to forsake the vineyards in summer. This has been a 
winter such as can scarcely be remembered, so mild and 
dry, but too dry for the crops. No snow at all has fallen in 
the city ; but the high mountains in the Sabina are adorned 
with it That snow can be beautiful, is incomprehensible to 
the Komana, ^ pur cosa bmtta. By this time, however, it 
is melting away. In the gardens, everything is sprouting 
and growing green, as it does with us in the end of April; 
and it is as warm ; the birds are sin^g and chirping. It 
is said that in Florence the distress is still greater than 
with us, and that people are dying of hunger daily in that 
city. .... 

The editing of my little work takes up a great deal of 
my time. The fragments will be accompanied by an 
introduction and notes, besides a loi^ essay. I possess 
Latin words and idioms in abundance, and of the beat kind ; 
the language is like a living one to me, so that if it were 
possible for the old Bomans to rise again, in a few months 
I could speak it like a native, as fluently as I do English ; 
yet I am not safe from the critics, for I know bow liable one 
is, even in a modem language, to commit faults here and 
there, which those who are watcbiug for them are qnite able 



tyGoo^^lc 



LE1TERS FBOH BOMB IN 1817. 87 

to perceive, even when they are by no meana masters of the 
language themBelves. Now we most see if tiiere are any 
MSS. of a different kind to be found. This is very uncertain; 
and even if some old treasures shoold still exist here, the 
hitting QpOD them is a matter of chance, and a good many 
artifices are necessaiy before yon can gain access to them. 
I have quite won the hearts of the people at the Library : 
I have earned their respect and goodwill by notices of a few 
of their detached MSS. The worst is, however, that what 
I seek is not marked in any catalogue, but can only be 

discovered by personal researches Gietchen is too 

ill to write to yon herself. . . . ■ 



CCXXVUL 
TO BAViaNT. 

Bon, leiA Pcbruarf, ISIT- 

.... The old Greeks were pretty near the mark, when 
they pictured our coasts, i. e. those of Italy, as the land 
of Cimmerian darkness, and fabled ApoUo as wandering 
between Delphi and the noble Hyperboreans. It has already 
come to this with me, that I feel I am growing as superficial 
and ignorant as a modem Italian, and look up to all that 
you could send me with sorrowful humility ; the genuine 
mitjve Italians would indeed have to look up to it &om the 
depths ; those, here, I mean, for whom I always feel angry 
that there is no other name than the shamefully pro&ued 
one of Bomans ; for the old men at Venice, Bologna, and 
Florence, said indeed, with bleeding hearts, that all was over 
with their nation and their literature, and that their departed 
greatness was but an agonising remembrance 

I rejoice in yoor plenitade of life, which is such an utter 
contrast to my stagnation. But I will pain you no longer 
by speaking of this, for I know that your love for your absent 
Mend remains unchanged; I know how thoroughly you 
realise my present situation, and how deeply yon sympathise 
with me. I will only tell yoa about myself and all of us 
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what will give yon pleasure, and speak of you. Your traveller 
delivered y6ur packet &ithfiilly, and it is long Bince anything 
has BO delisted and interested me. I give yon special 
thanks on my own account for your masterly essay on the 
advocates of legislative novelties, which is as just in thou^t 
as it is powerfully written. My Cassandra-spirit says indeed, 
Alas, it will be of no avail ! We are absolutely powerless to 
turn the broad shallow current of the spirit of the age into 
a deeper channel. But it is in itself a noble thing to sacrifice 
yourself by imwearied exertions ; and more meritorious to 
scoop oot in the mad a bed for the stream, than to sustain 
a sublime conflict with wild torrents. I cannot help thou^ta 
of this kind ; it is not because my own little barrel runs thick, 
but because everywhere things are on the lees, that I de^tair 
of the age and of posterity. Brandis will suffer no censure 
to be passed on the generation of his contemporaries ; he 
himself and Bunsen have, from their own character, a right 
to challenge respect for their generation. I am weU aware, 
too, how many excellent young men yon and I have come in 
contact with, and my dear young artists are miles above 
those who have hitherto borne die name. But it is not only 
true of the legislation of states, that the virtue of the nation 
can do no more than modify the errors of th^ rulers ; the 
same thing holds good also with regard to the legislation of 
opinion and sentiment in such difficult times. If the road 
were but in some measure traced out and levelled for na, oh 
then the danger would not be so urgent ! But nothing is 
farther &om the fact ; and even if we were willing to allow 
that our country is richer in young men of ability and moral 
worth, now that our poetical age is over, than in the times 
of our fathers, our hopes for the future would not be thereby 
assured, if, as is undeniable, the problem of this generation 
is a hundred times more difficult of solution. We want a 
new creation, and in what respect are we prepared for this 
work ? I see the Jacobinical spirit that pervades our political 
writings, and, at the same time, I know for certain that 
thousands of our youths, without any bad intentions, never 
see anything else. It is one of my troubles here, that I see 
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nothing but the "Allgemeine Zeitnng;" some Oennan paper 
is a mental aliment I cannot deny myself; but this is bread 
from which you are obliged to scrape off the dirt. Does not 
the most senseless Westphalian and Rhine - league spirit 
display itself in the most arrogant manner in that journal, 
especially in all that relates to France ? 1 take a great 
interest in the proceedings in France ; I read the " Journal 
des Ddbata" from beginning to end every post-day, though 
there is not a creature here (except die French ambassador) 
with whom I can talk of it. I do not wish to rate these 
proceedings too highly, but in my opinion it is saying a great 
deal too little in their favour, to pronounce that we should 
manage things much worse in Germany. But this by the 
way. There we have a ministry which I rate incomparably 
above any other in Europe in point of intelhgence, ability, 
and good intentions ; a ministiy honestiy attached to the 
throne and to freedom ; supported by a party adverse to all 
revolutions ; opposed by a party who find themselves exactly 
in the position of the Tories under Qeorge I. and George II. 
— a faction whose heart is set upon a counter revolution 
which cannot take place, and who therefore constitute the 
most wholesome check possible upon all really revolutionary 
tendencies. 

'With regard to the cause of which yon are the only true 
advocate, I have heard from Bunsen, and see with my own 
eyes, that the opposite party have an enormous majority. 
This is the case here too. A new Code is to be drawn up. 
The French had aunuUed all the municipal constitutions. 
It must be confessed their diversity was carried to a great 
extent. Morelli, who made a collection of them in the hbrary 
of St. Mark, brought together more than three hundred, and 
manywere still wanting. Almost every city had gradually 
formed its own civil law, and this may partially explain the 
great rarity of MSS. of the Justinian Code. These repealed 
constitutions are to remain repealed, and the fundamental 
decree for the Papal States, of the 6th of July in last year, 
promises a new threefold code of laws ; while there is, beyond 
a question, infinitely less capability for such a work here 
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eren than in Oermany; in £act, absolute incapacity wiUi no 
individoal exceptions. In ihe meantime, Bome general 
principleB are promnlgated. " What serres as the standard 
of law in the mean time ?" I asked the president of a High 
Court of Appeal. " That is a great difficulty certainly," he 
replied; "the old Boman Code in two thick TolameB/i>ra£ lo 
eonoece f " — ^An advocate sighed yet more deeply : " un IXbro 
grotto coei / bitogna, facchini per portarlo, he, he, he ! " 
This advocate has composed a preliminary treatise on 
criminal law, which is by itself three inches thick ; for the 
Italians, with their utterly vacant minds, delight in native 
and foreign verbiage without ideas. Only a pregnant solid 
style is distasteful to them. He completely proves his 
vocation according to one of the criteria which you lay down, 
namely, he epeaks in a pamphlet of the barbarity of the old 
Boman laws on debt. These belonged to the jtw prtetoriaie 
which was the work of capriccio. Even the Twelve Tables 
did not alleviate the barbarity of the abominable jut 
pratoritde. Appius Claudius, the decemvir, was himai^lf a 
prietor, and there lies the root of the matter. 

We are very grateful to you for Q-oethe's Life, It no 
longer, indeed, reveals to us the golden and silver ages 
described in the first volume, but a very iron age, where even 
his joys and delights are a fit of intoxication, which the 
spectator neither can nor desires to share ; a strange, to 
me for the most part incomprehensible, kind of delirium, in 
which he often neglects what is most ^orious; and what 
does he not admire ? In many respects he was doubtless 
infected by the spirit of bis age, and in this way his mention 
of the OaUery of the Caracci in the Famese palace, of iha 
Bolognese school in general, and even of the St. Petronilla 
of Ouercino, must be explained. I remember taking pleasure 
myself in Guercino, and even in Guido, but my liking for 
them had passed away before I could venture to express an 
opinion on such subjects. Our friends here are orthodox. 
But I could never have spoken coldly of Francesco Francia, 
and at the same time enthusiastically of Domenichino. The 
modem Bolognese themselves are, indeed, just the same. 
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The CanoB Schiassi was obliging enough to take me into 
chapels not generally visited, where wonderful master-pieces 
of Francia lie fcnrgotten, but he smiled at my Transalpine 
foUy. It seems to me to be the same with Goethe himself 
as with many others, who affect connoisseorship on subjects 
for which aU tme feeling is denied them. I am inclined to 
tiiink that Goethe is utterly destitate of snsceptibili^ to 
impressions from the fine arte ; that is, that he has no inward, 
natiTe insight, which reveals to Tiim what is really beaatiful 
independently of the taste of the age, still less in opposition 
to it ; or if he ever possessed this ^ft as a young man at 
Sbasbni^, he lost it daring the unhappy period — passed 
over without notice in his narrative — of his court life at 
Weimar, before his Italian journey, and has never recovered 
it ; — ^witness his " Winckelmann and his Centoiy," " Hackert's 
life," the " Fropylsa," the " Esthetic Problems " and 
" Essays on Art " in the " Litteratnr-Zeitnng," not to speak 
of his " Bhein und Main." This is one thing; — another is, 
the whole tone of his mind during his travels and residence 
in Italy, which is most remarkable, and would alone have 
rendered this description of his journey more interesting to 
us than anything else yon could have sent us ; but is it not 
enoT^^ to make one weep ? To treat a whole nation and a 
whole country simply as a means of recreation for oneself; 
to see nothing in the wide world and nature, but the innu- 
merable trappings and decorations of one's own miserable 
life ; to survey all moral and intellectual greatness, all that 
speaks to the heart, where it still exists, with an air of 
patronising superiority ; or, where it has been crushed and 
overpowered by folly and corruption to find amusement in 
the comic side of the latter — is to me absolutely revolting; — 
perhaps more so to me personally, than I can reasonably 
expect it to be to others, but I think it ought to excite senti- 
ments similar in kind, if not in degree, in every breast. I 
am well aware that I go into the opposite extreme ; that my 
politico-historical turn of mind can find fiill satisfaction in 
things for which Goethe has no taste, and that I could live 
contentedly without feeling the want of art, not only amidst 
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the ^riooB scenetT of the Tyrol, bat on moor or heath, 
where I was surromided by a free peasantry, who h&d a 
history. But truth, though it always lies between two 
extremes, does not always lie in the middle. Goethe too, in 
his early life, belonged rather to the Bome of the fifth century 
of the city than to that of the Ceaars — ^rather to the Florence 
of Dante and Boccaccio than to that of Ferdinand the Third 
— ^rather to the Germany of Lather and Durer than to that 
of the eighteenth century — nay, he belonged wholly to the 
earlier period when he wrote " Faust" and " Gotz," and his 
Songs. What evil genius inspired him with the notion of 
doing justice to the eighteenth century as well ? From these 
" Travels in Italy " sprang the " Groascophta " and those 
other productions, in which all that was holy and great in 
bis nature is shrouded from view. To return to the 
question, I maintain, that it is absolutely impossible for a 
genuine and correct taste for art to exist apart &om 
historical feeling, because the arts are inseparable; that 
historical feeling will manifest itself wherever there is a true 
taste for art, without any erudition, as is the case, for 
instance, with Cornelius; that even Carlo Maratta and 
Mengs are not without relative beauties, corresponding to 
the times in which they lived ; only they possess no intrinsic 
value, and form part of an absolutely bad whole. Were I 
still " qualis Pr^neste sub alta," I would say much more on 
this topic. 

AVben I recall the enthusiasm of Nicolovius for Italy, and 
compare it with the delirium of this book, how wide is the 
interval between the two! I think that Nicolovius saw 
much in too fair a tight, but the earth and the sky enchanted 
him, and he delighted to his very heart in the naiveU of the 
people, which at that time bad not yet ceased to exist ; he 
was sincerely in love with all around him. 

Goethe likes Venice ; yet, in the procession of the D(^e 
and the Senate, he sees — ^not the image of her ancient 
grandeur, of her countless great and wise men — but simply 
a theatrical spectacle. But, throughout, it is curious to 
remark, how he generally leaves the finest objects onvisited, 
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or if he sees them, only places them in the second Fanlc, 
Thus at Padna, for instance, he has not seen the Chapel of 
the Annunziata, where 70a ought to linger for whole days, 
bnt IB highly pleased with the wide, marshy Piazza della 
Yolle, garnished with statues so miserable, that they mi^t 
have stood in St. Peter's ; at Venice, he does not see San 
GioTonni e Paolo, which contains ViTarini's master-pieces, 
and the tombs of the heroes, with inscriptions that speak to 
the inmost heart, — nor yet the nm of the general who was 
flayed in Candia ; — nor San Giobbe, which was then standing 
in all its glory. Bat altogether, how incredibly little he has 
seen in Venice, can only be appreciated by one who has been 
there himself, Yet, even those who have not had this 
privilege, will be disappointed to hear nothing of the Bacal 
Palace, and the true marvels of the Place of St. Mark. Of 
Florence I will say nothing, — not even wonder how any one 
cotdd hasten through it in such a way, — ^nor yet of his 
omitting to see the waterfall of Temi. I say all this merely 
to prove my assertion that he has beheld without love. 

Italy was then quite another country ; now she is despoiled 
and sick. I can enter into the feelings of those who saw 
her, when they were not made miserable by the sight of 
mortal anguish, of wounds that cannot heal. I, had I seen 
her then, should doubtless have shared the transports of 
those who did behold her in the gladness of their yoath ; 
though even then my transport would have been mingled 
with sadness 

I broke off on the previous page, having continued my 
letter yesterday (17th). I broke off, because the merriment 
of OUT assembled Mends was resoouding from Brandis's 
room, and we did not want to shorten our evening unneces- 
Borily. Cornelius of Dusseldorf, Platner from Leipzic, 
Koch from the Tyrol, Overbeck from Ltibeck, Hoseler from 
Coblentz, and 'William Schadow from Berlin, were assembled 
in Srandis's apartment, with Bunsen. In different ways and 
degrees we are attached to them all, and think them all men 
of talent. Their sooiefy is the only pleasure we derive from 
human beings here, and they have already performed much 
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in their art, and promise more for the fdtare. I beliere 
confidently tibat we are on the eve of a new era of art in 
Germany, Bimilar to the sadden bloom of oar literature in 
the eighteenth century; and that it only needs a little 
encouragement on the part of oar governments to render us 
the participants of this beautiful development. Cornelius 
and Platner are, strictly ^leaking, intimate family friends, 
and BO are their wives. Boman women, of the good boi^her 
class, are great favourites with Oretchen. The women of 
this class are here incomparably superior to the men, just 
because they have a natural vocation, and show great zeal in 
fulfilling its duties ; these two are agreeable and sincerely 
kind-hearted. Madame Flatner is very like Madame 
Beimer, which is a great recommendatioD to us. Next to 
these, Koch and Moseler are our most intimate friends. 

In the morning I had been to ComeUus and William 
Schadow with the joyful intelligence that Schnkman's letter 
gave hopes of the fulfihnent of their ardent wish to paint 
the interior of a church. If this should be brought to pass, 
it is indispensable that their labours should be shared by 
their inseparable Mend, Overbeck, for both of them do 
homage to his genius, and r^ard him as the highest artist 
among their contemporaries. For my own part, I must 
confess that the genius of Cornelius appears to me even 
superior in fertility, while his power of drawing is certainly 
more wonderful. My good news had set them all in motion, 
and they came to spend a merry evening with us. They 
were followed by their friend and fellow artist, Buschweyh, 
from Mecklenburg, the eminent engraver, who is likewise a 
very intelhgent and estimable man. 

We were all in high spirits, and amused ourselves with 
making fun of Platner, who has something of the Leipzio 
politeness still about him, which we are determined to dispel 
by fair means or foul, and he is therefore undergoing a 
regular course of strict moral diet, and is carefully watched 
if the least symptom of his old complaint betrays itself 
Koch, who has a most thorough enjoyment of life, was 
chuckling with del^ht over a somewhat coarse allegorical 
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repreaentation of our Dunisterial aod govemmeiit politics, 
which he had introduced, after the nuumer oS Shakspeare's 
comic scenes, shore, in Ihe foreground of a picture of Hofer 
setting out on hia enterprise, which he is painting for the 
Minister Stein. In one part a hissing snake was dartiiig 
on the Tyrolese, — " That means the traitors who robbed 
the country of its freedom at Vienna." Then there are 
frogs decorated with orders, and a centipede, which is bis 
particular &Tourite — " Those are the useless goremment 
officers." In one comer of the foreground lies the jaw-bone 
of an ass — " That is for me to fight the Philistines with." 
After looking at this, we went on with our reading, where we 
had broken off. Koch always falls asleep over the reading, 
unless it is something to make one's hair stand on end ; so 
he slept quietly in the comer of the 80&. 'When we came 
to the passage, where Goethe describes how the dead are 
Bummoned forth after the curtain has fallen, Cornelius called 
to him—" Koch, the curtains have iallen with you too 1 " 
He started, and rabbed his eyes — " "What is the matter ? " 

Cornelias is a most thorough enthusiast for Goethe, 
perhaps none more so ; at least no man has owed eo much 
of his inspiration to Goethe. He has a warm heart, and a 
fertile and profound intellect. At every spirited, life-like 
description, his face hghted up with pleasure, bat directly 
that was over, resumed its expression of sadnees and regret. 
The passage about the gondolier songs found an echo in all 
OUT hearts and from every mouth. But when we closed the 
book for the night, and we men stiU stood talking it over 
after Gretchen hod gone to bed, before we sat down to our 
frogal sapper, he broke silence to say, how deeply it grieved 
him that Goethe should have looked on Italy thus; that 
either his heart mast have been pulseless daring that period 
^that rich warm heart must have been frozen ap— or else 
he must have instantiy stifled all emotion, so completely to 
keep himself aloof from the sublime, so completely to 
divest himself of respect for the venerable. As for Palladio, 
we were aU agreed that those of our party who had been in 
Venice, hod neither at Vicenza, nor at St. Justina at Padua, 



:,..dty Google 



d6 HEHOIR OF HIEBUHB. 

□or in San Giorgio and the other churches built hy him in 
Yenice, seen anything that we could call chaste and really 
beautiful, and that it was quite inconceivable how he, who 
had been the first to do hononr to the manes of Erwia tod 
Steinbach — he, who had probably directly or indirectly 
re-awakened in all our sonls the sense of the beautiful, 
should hare seen in the works of Palladio sublime antiques, 
and never &o much as named the cathedral of Batiabon ; that 
the cause of this phenoAienon must perhaps be sought in an 
unfortunate mood, an obstinate steeling of his heart against 
the sense of power in the works of others, in order prondly 
to hold everything he saw, as it were, in his grasp, — ^to treat 
it as his abB<dnte property, and to depreciate it when it 
pleased him ; and we all lifted up our voices and lamented 
over that fatal court life at Weimar where Sampson was 
shorn of his locks. 

AU, however, will allow that very many things must make 
an entirely opposite impression according as they are read 
on this or the other side of the Alps ; and hence also, we 
trust that our Mends will allow themselves to believe, that if 
they, like us, had seen the objects he describes witii their 
own eyes, they might regard in the same light as we do, 
those detached points which they now see with the eyes of 
this magical writer, whose very brilliancy (and this is what 
ffvea the edge to our sorrow) probably conceals something 
from their view. 

To one whose views always rest upon an essentially histo- 
rical basis, Ooethe and his works are so entirely a part of 
history, that every detail which helps to throw light apoQ 
his own personal history, whether painful, or inspiriting like 
the story of his youth, is in the highest degree interesting. 
Do not therefore call me a renegade, dear Savigny ; I have 
not forgiven him Sesenheim either ; but if yon read parts 
of this letter to any of my friends, for all of whom it is 
intended, take great care what you say to our friend Madame 
Gfiscben, lest she should be angry with me. 

.... The artists in Rome are divided, by a broad line 
of demarcatitm, into two parties, the one consisting of oar 
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frieDds and tlieir adherents, the other of the tmited phalanx 
of those who sit around the burning bush on the Blocksberg. 
At their head stand the B.,* fellows who know the world, 
who ingratiBte themselves with the foreigners, and to whom 
our academical colleagae, Goliath,! pays all respect. This 
set intrigue, and lie, and backbite ; they intend there shall 
not be light, come what will. The former are exemplary in 
their life : the latter display the old licentiousness which 
characterised the Qennan artists at Borne thirty years ago. 
Happily, at the present moment, the more talented of the 
new comers range themselves on the side of the former ; the 
latter, too, are not wanting in recruits. It is significant, 
however, that some foreigners, and even Italians, are begin- 
ning to pay attention to the works of oar fiiends. The 
Marchese Massimi has oommisBicmed Cornelius and Overbeck 
to paint two apartments in a villa, and will pay them hand- 
somely. Cornelias means to paint a series of subjecta from 
Dante — Overbeck from Tasso. 

.... I shall cost you a good deal in postage, dear 
Savigny, but I will make amends for it by sending you 
essays from time to time for your journal. % 

With regard to myself, I have often had thoughts of 
death this winter, and Gretchen too I think. Brandis still 
more frequently for me. I have no strength at all, and have 
grown excessively thin; my memory has soffered much, 
which is natural when you have ceased to take a hearty 
pleasure in anything. Only what the mind drinks in with 
eagerness becomes thorou^y our own, so as to form part of 
our life. God help ub ! 

The carnival mountebanks are bellowing under our 
window, though it is a little retired street I have only 
once gone to see the horse-racing, where the barbarity with 
which the horses are treated is revolting, and there is 
nothing to be seen but a horse which springs from bis 
master and rushes wildly away. The masks are a wretched 
bnffoonery ; doll caricatures ; wit is nowhere to be seen or 

• Riepenhauaens. t Hirt. 

t ZcAtMbrlft tot UitoriMhe BMAtsiriBeenschtft. 
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heard. Of course ve have uot once attended the masked 
balls. 

We have taken a houfle to oorselves from the 1st of June. 
It is a very beautifid place. HonBea are the only cheap 
article in this terribly, incredibly dear city; where, more- 
over, the priceB of everjrthing required in hoosekeeping 
have risen one-third since our arriTal. For fifteen rooms on 
the ground floor, most of them large, besides bed rooms, and 
six above, ve are only to pay SOO scudi, about 440 dollars 
Prussian currency; in addition to these, there are a coach- 
house and stables and a lovely garden. Kicolovius will 
remember the theatre of Marcellus, in which the Savelli 
family built a palace. My house is the half of it. It has 
stood empty a considerable time, because the drive into the 
court-yard (the interior of the ancient theatre) rises like the 
slope of a mountain upon the heaps of rubbish ; althou^ 
the road has been cut in a zig-zag, it is stall a break-neck 
afEair. There is another entrance from the Piazza Monte- 
nara, where a flight of seventy-three steps leads up to the 
same story I have mentioned ; the entrance hall of which is 
on a level with the top of the caniage-way through the court- 
yard. The apartments in which we shall live, are those over 
the colonnade of Ionic pillars forming the third story of the 
ancient theatre, and some, on a level with tiiem, which have 
been built out like wings on the rubbish of the ruins. These 
enclose a little quadrangular garden, which is indeed very 
small, only about eighty or ninety feet long, and scarcely 
so broad, bnt so delightful ! It contains three fountains — an 
abundance of flowers ; there are orange trees on the walls 
between the windows, jessanune under the windows. We 
mean to plant a vine besides. From this story, you ascend 
forty steps, or more, higher, where 1 mean to have my own 
study, and there are most cheerful Uttle rooms, from which 
you have a prospect over the whole country beyond the 
Tiber, Monte Mario, and St. Peter's, and can see over San 
Pietro in Montorio, indeed almost as far as the Aventine. 
It would, I think, be possible besides to erect a loggia upon 
the roof (for which I shall save money from other things). 
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that we may have a view over the Capitol, Forum, Palatine, 
Colosseum, and all the inhabited parts of the city. You may 
&Dcy the inunense height of the walls of the old theatre, 
when I tell you that it lies in the valley between the Capitol 
and the island. You see, dear friend, that there is plenty of 
room for you, according to our promise, if you will keep 
your promise of paying us a visit. I am quite delighted 
with tbifl dwelling, though I had some scruples in hiring it, 
on account of the great expense of furniture, and the proba- 
bility that my life may not be of long duration. We are all 
lolling to remove into it; but my wife must have quit« 
recovered hei strength before she can look after the neces- 
Baiy arrangements, for which I should be absolutely unfit. 
Gretchen is veiy clever in beating down and bargaining with 
these people, who overcharge their customers shamefully. 
She can converse with them about all the things of daily 
life, which I am utterly unable to do. 

It is time now to turn to our literary business 

My constant indisposition has hitherto prevented me &om 
patting the finishing strokes to the manuscript of my inedita. 
I have been obliged to supply many passages, which have 
been cut out of the fragment of the Sabiriana — I hope with 
success — one passage only is doubtful. To the Fonteitma, I 
have subjoined the evidences of the Bomans having used 
double entry in book-keeping 

And now, as the Italians say, voglio leva/rli Vincom/modo ! 
that is to say, I take my leave of you. What a monster of a 
letter ! Best love from us both to you and your wife. 
Remember me to all my friends ; it is needless to name 
them. Give my special thanks to Boeder for his letter, 
which I shall answer shortly. Farewell 1 
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CCXXIX. 
TO MADAME HEKSLER. 

Bout, m ManA, 1S17- 

.... The day bef<;H% yesterday waa one of my Milly's 
festivals, which she never neglected to celebrate. It was 
the day on which I visited her and your parents from 
Meldorf, before I went to Copenhagen. It was indeed a 
happy day. How inexpressibly happy I was at that period, 
how cradled in the lap of fortune 1 I clung with such warm, 
unreserved attachment to you and your &mily, and your 
friends. Your father received me so kindly, Milly with anch 
frank sweetness : I was so light-hearted, was conscious of 
all my powers, looked out into the world with curiosity and 
bright expectations. The day before yesterday was a very 
lovely day here ; the almond trees are in full bloom, and the 
peach blossom is out ; with the violets, which have been 
plentiful ever since December, yon can now pluck hyacinths 
in the deserted gardens ; — the air is like sonuner. On that 
day, the earth was covered with frozen snow ; and though 
the ann shone clear, there was an icy wind : but what has 
north or south to do in the least with real happiness or even 
cheerfulness ? 

I expected not to see Schonbom again. There, too, haa 
a fine character been rendered almost useless by the force 
of circumstances ; there was more in the heart of the tree 
than ever appeared in its foliage and blossoms 



CCZXZ. 

BOIO, 2m) AprH, 1817. 

The trial is over, and a fine and healthy little boy is bom 
to us ; but it has been a terrible trial 

The boy weighs nearly nine German pounds, is fat and 
large, has red cheeks, yellow hair, and blue eyes. How 
Qretchen rejoices in ihe possession of her darling child, 
after all her sufferings, yon can well imagine. She is very 
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mach exhausted, but very happy. She sends you a thoasand 
kisses. She received and Tead your welcome letter duriog 
her two-and-thirty hours of suffering. Her patience was 
indescribable. In my terrible anxiety I prayed most ear- 
nestly, and entreated my Milly, too, for help. I comforted 
Gretcben with telling her that Milly would send help. 
When she was at the worst, and she leant her weary head 
against me, almost dying, she si^ed oat — " Oh, cannot 
Amelia send me a blessing ?" 

I have already told yon what our boy's name is to be ; 
but he shall haTe a Roman one in addition, either Marciis 
or Lucius, by which he will be called. Yon have the first 
claim to be his sponsor ; Behrens is one of coarse ; Sav^ny 
— ^his guardian if I die — likewise, and Nicolovios. Should 
Playfair return, we shall beg him to perform the ceremony 
of baptism, as he was formerly a clergyman. 

I had BO macb to say to you on this occasion, from the 
tery depths of my heart, but I am not calm enou^. 
Besides, I am quite exhausted by sleepless nighte, anxiety, 
and fatigue. Your heart will tell you all. I cannot aay 
anything in answer to your letter to-day. You shall have 
tidings of OS punctually. 

FareweU. Give oar lore and the news to all our Mends. 



OCXCKI. 

llfUk April. 

I was absolutely unable to write to you on the last post 
day. 

The child is full of health ; he looks briskly about him, 
and already begins to take notice. I can handle it very 
well ; and it becomes quiet with me directly. 

I am thinking a great deal about his education. I told 
you, a little while ago, how I intended to teach him the 
ancient languages very early, by practice. I wish the child 
to believe all that is told him ; and I now think you right in 
an assertion, which I have formerly disputed, that it is 
better to tell children no tales, but to keep to the poets. 
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Bat while I shall repeat and read the old poets to him in 
Buch a way, that he will undoubtingly take the gods and 
heroes for historical beings, I shall tell him at the same 
time, that the ancienta had only an imperfect knowledge 
of the tme God, and that these gods were orerthrown when 
Christ came into the world. He shall believe in the letter of 
the Old and New TeBtsments, and I shall nnrtnre in him 
from his infancy, a firm Caith in all that I have lost, or feel 
uncertain about He shall learn to perceive and to observe, 
and thus grow familiar with Nature, and nonriah his 
imagiiiation. 

CCXIXII, 

BOHK, IBM Xof, 1S17. 

. . . Gretchen still does not gun ground as I could wish, 
and my everlasting feverish colds are continually returning. 

On Friday, the baby was christened by the name I t(Jd 
you. I stood proxy for you, Brandis, Bonsen, Ptatner, 
ComehuB, Schadow, and Overbeck, for Savigny, Behrens, 
Jacobi, Schon, and Nicolovius. Madame Yon Pobnheim was 
his other godmother. An English clergyman performed the 
ceremony according to the solemn ritual of the Established 
Church. I was deeply affected, and repeated the vows for 
my child with my whole heart. Even the Cathohcs who 
were present, could not help confessing the sublimity of this 
liturgy. The baptism was followed by a prayer for and with 
the mother, which is repeated kneeling. I held the child in 
yoiu: name. 

He is coming on famously. It often gives me a melan- 
choly feeling, when, in the evening, be stretches out his 
arms towards the hght, and makes us carry him to the 
window, where he gazes up into the sky with a fixed, bright, 
serious look ; then the recollection comes over me, of how 
Milly too gazed up into the sky tbe last time that we took 
her out. I thank Heaven that I can at least shed tears over 
this remembrance. 

With my old Mend Playfiur, I have renewed the times oi 
my youth, and am glad to find that there are some in 
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Scotland who still retain an affectionate remembrance of me. 
The dear old man and I parted vith heavy hearts. The 
Marqnis of Lansdowne regrets that I am not Ambassador in 
London. I harmonise very well with the English nation, 
and am enre that I should soon feel at home among them. 
How I miss the writing to my father now, when I meet with 
people from distant cotmtries and ask them questions ! I 
have made the acquaintance of an inteUigent priest from 
the neighbourhood of Nineveh, an Abyssinian; and of an 
Englishman who has lived for twenty years in the wilds of 
North America. 

ccxxsm. 

Fkawutt, ZOIhJiae, 1817. 

I have spent yesterday and last night in thinking of my 
MiUy, and this day, too, is sacred to these recollections." I 
saw her a few days ago in a dream. She seemed as if 
retnming to me after a long separation. I felt uncertain, as 
one so often does in dreams, whether she was still living on 
this earth, or only appeared on it for a transient visit ; she 
greeted me as if after a long absence, asked hastily after 
the child, and took it in her arms. 

Happy are those who can cherish such a hallowing 
remembrance as that of the departure of my Milly, with 
pions faith, trusting for a brighter and eternal spring. Such 
a, faith cannot be acquired by one's own efforts. Oh that it 
may one day be my portion ! Not that I am a materialist ; 
you know well that no one can be farther from that than I 
am ; but the posaibility of an existence, of which we can 
form no distinct conception, is not enough for me, does not 
help me ; other and opposite possibihties always present 
themselves. I well know what is that faith which deserves 
the name, and recognise it as the highest good. But it 
would only be possible to me to attain it through super- 
natural communication, or wonders and signs beheld with 
my own eyes : it is one thing to respect, and not to reject, 
quite another really to believe, as in one's own existence. 

* Amelift'a birUidaL;. 
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What I hear saA see among our acquaintance, often leads 
my thoughts to the subject I have mentioned ; — faith, and its 
true nature. Several of them hare a very earnest hehef, 
though their belief is of very different shades; there are 
others, who fully imagine they possess religion, yet to whom 
one can scarcely attribute more than a self-deluaiye assump- 
tion of it. I associate chiedy, indeed almost exclosiTely, 
with the artists who belong to the rehgious party, because 
those who either are decidedly pions, or who strive after 
piety, are by far the noblest and best men, and also the most 
intellectual, and this gives me an opportunity of hearing a 
good deal on such subjects. Cornelias alone seems to have 
grown up from childhood, with unifonn and lasting habits 
and convictions, which are as rooted in him as the facts of 
his experience ; and his Catholicism is at bottom nothing 
more than the creed of the old Protestants. This he owes 
to the training he received from a pious and by no means 
bigoted mother, and to his completely unlearned educalitm, 
in which the Bible (though in a Catholic family) was his only 
book. The case appears to me very different with those who 
are bom in the Catholic faith, and have grown up in indif- 
ference. Of those who have been converted to this religion, 
O — • is an enthusiast, and quite illiberal; he is a very 
amiable man, and endowed with a magnificent imagination, 
but incapable by nature of standing alone, and by no means 
BO clear-headed as he is poetical. He bends easily and 
naturally under tiie yoke which another of oar intimate 
friends, who has taken the same folse step, has constantly to 
impose upon himself afresh, because it slips off him.t 
Another who is in the Boman college, I hope to bring back 
to Germany, and to see converted to Protestantism ; he is a 
Jew baptised on full conviction, who had taken a violent 
disgust to the modem teachers among the German 
Protestants, but finds everything here so revolting that he 
has been almost driven into insanity by his despair.! 
Monmful as is the absurdity of going over to the Catholic 
religion, it may be accounted for, oq the part of our yoong 
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friends, in a manner wliicb does them no discredit; but 
Btrikingly shows how entirely many of the Protestant clergy 
have departed from all poBitive fiuth, and done violence to 
their conscience ; for, if those who had the teaching of these 
yoBths, had instructed them in the doctrines of Luther, they 
would certainly never thus have gone astray. It was because 
they missed, in what they had been accnetomed to regard as 
religion in their homes, that without which religion is mere 
ballast, and found it, in words at least, at Itome, that they 
hare been seduced into adopting all the follies of Borne as 
well. If my position did not forbid it, I should like to 
exhibit to the world the present state of the church here ; it 
might, periiaps, be of use. I have become acquainted with 
one very remarkable man, a peasant from Trdves, who came 
to Rome to get absolution from the Pope for some scruple 
but has met with a very contemptuous reception. From his 
example, it is very clear that the Romish clergy are quite 
right with their views in prohibiting the reading of the Bible, 
for, by diligently reading the Scriptures, he had become 
nothing else than a veiy warm old Protestant pietist, without, 
however, being aware of it himself. He insisted boldly that 
the Bible alone was the source of faith, and that differences 
of belief could not affect eternal happiness. He had some 
similarity with Jacob Boehme in the style of his mental 
culture, which was quite uncommon, and in the persecutions 
he had undergone ; was like him an enthusiast, and not free 
from the proud humility of the pietists, though only infected 
with this to a slight degree. I felt a great respect for him 
personally, and I hope to save him from Au-ther persecution. 
His history and character seem to belong to quite a different 
age. Hi" case has nude me think it probable tliat if the 
Protestant clergy still retained a positive belief, and the 
Bible were circulated in Catholic Germany, a second 
Beformation would not be at all impossible. 

I told you before that Oretcben was ill ; I trust that it is 
not a fever, but your hopes that her health would improve 
after her confinement have been by no means fulfilled. We 
came hither from the ci^, because I wanted to spend tiiese 
few days quite without interruption 
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CCIXIIV. 

Rom, ink Jvly, ISIT. 

Youi welcome letter has quite relieved my anxiety 
respecting your health. 

It has heeu Teiy hot for the Ust few days, bat in our 
noble sp&cioas rooms, I bear the heat better than I expected. 
Besides, we have both of ns improved in health, and there- 
fore in spirits, for some time past. Our sweet, healthy, 
lively baby has tdso had its share in this change for the 
better. I delight in giving myself up to my joy and pride in 
him, nurse him a great deal, play with him, and am rewarded 
by his smiles and fondness for me. But his mother is still 
the favourite, and I willingly yield her the privilege ; it is 
her recompense for her unspeakable sufferings. 

I wrote to you, a short time since, about my little work, 
the translation of an English Essay.* I have always taken 
a great interest in aU relating to these simple duties of 
humanity. I thank Heaven I have often had it in my power 
to give help and relief, and this is still my greatest pleasure. 
If I could choose my sphere of action now, it would be that 
of the most simple and direct efforts of this kind. Since I 
cannot, I rejoice in all that others are doing in this way. I 
have little futh in the introduction of freer institutions, still 
less that they could lead to good results, while nations and 
their ideas remain what they are. Our evils could only be 
removed by a total change in our mode of life and habits, by 
the discipline of our morals and manners, by an increase of 
general comfort, and by the greater simplicity of our whole 
life. It is to me so pitiful and disgusting that men should 
quarrel about the law-giving, while Uiey are indifferent about 
the laws themselves, which are the only end of legislation ; 
and I find no other better object than this among any 
of those who write on such subjects; the high-sounding 
phrases of liberty disgust me : not that my heart does not 
beat for liberty, more warmly perhaps than any of theirs 
who BO mistake her true nature ; but their worship of her is 
" An ttrticU in the Quarterly BevMW, on the Poor. VoL it., p. 187. 
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exactly like a Ronian Catholic service. If a single one of 
these writers would but go his way, and, at the sacrifice of his 
leisure and c<nnfort, teach children, hold oat consolation and 
a helping hand to &.e poor men vhere he can do no more ; if 
he would strive by his advice and influence to obtain land 
for the cotter, properly for the peasant ; if he would first 
divest himself of the prejudices to which he is a slave ; if, in 
these and other ways, men would begin to combine for 
hamble and laborious objects which no government could 
hinder, we should have something on which to rest our 
hopes. But so long as I see no pubhc spirit, no pubhc virtue, 
no self-discipline, — so long as I see nothing, even among 
the better class, but the idolatry of wealth (as regards the 
commonwealth, if not for themselves), and the delusive 
notion that you can produce a work out of all materials alike, 
— that figures kneaded out of clay can endure like those 
hewD oat of marble, — so long, if I were ruler, should I give 
Uttle satisfaction to the clamorous, and excite a terrible 
outcry because I would not, with them, begin to build from 
the upper story downwards. How Maddening is it to see the 
humane efi'orts made by such numbers in England for really 
good objects, for the prosperity and education of the people I 
The observations on these sabjects, contained in the article 
I have mentioned, are as if written irom my inmoBt heart, 
and tins first attack upon the Mammon system is so entirely 
what I have thought, and in part already said, that I should 
like to difFiise it as widely as posmble. I should like to add 
many ideas of my own to it. In my earhest youth, the 
longing desire arose within me to spend my life exclu* 
mvely within the precincts of a narrow circle, teaching and 
labouring ; wonld to God it had been my fate ! 



CCKXXV. 

FsAKAn, 201)1 S^plember, 1817. 

As the direction of this letter will have calmed your worst 
fears on my account, I will begin at once with the announce- 
ment that I am decidedly improving. I am indeed still 
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writing to you from my bed, to whidi I am confined for the 
greater part of the day, and I am not secure from the chance 
of a reUpse, but my state is very different from what it was a 
week ago. Then, I scarcely expected to write to you to-day, 
or only in order to prepare you for my departure. I thank 
God tiiat the issue has been otherwise. How it would have 
grieved and shaken you ! This severe illness seems to have 
done me good mentally. The inclination to study and work 
has once more awakened, and many ideas which I could 
never recall before have returned with full distinctness 
as I lay upon my silent sick bed. Ood grant that it may 
last ! I shall do all in my power to promote it. My weakness 
is still far too great to allow of my converting the desire to 
work into actual work. Else I feel as if I might yet be able 
to redeem my promise to Milly (to continue the History), and 
to meet her eye without fear. 

During most of the time, I have regarded my death as 
quite certain, and often thought it near. I felt it sad to die 
thus in a foreign land, bnt I was indescribably calm, and 
quite peaceful in the prospect of another life. My Milly with 
her love would have embraced me with joy. I more than 
once choBQ the day on which I wished to die, and hesitated 
between the 8th and 9th of October ; the first, the day of 
our (Milly's and my) arrival at Berlin ; the second, that on 
which I laid her in her grave ; where I shall never have the 
ardently-desired blessing of resting by her side. 

By this time, the thonght of death has nearly forsaken me ; 
though I do not see how I am to recover fully ; particularly 
as the physicians here know no tonic but quinine, which I 
cannot take at all. 

.... If I recover, I mean, in the first place, to write a 
treatise on the constitution of the Greek provinces and 
cities of the Boman flmpire, up to the time of the later 
Emperors — and another to prove that an oration attributed 
to Dion is not his work. The former will conduct at its close 
to on investigation into the constitution of the Christian 
conunonities. From a passage in Origen, I am persuaded 
that they were formed on the model of the political 
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conunonitieB, and moBt therefore hare differed in the eastern 
and western charcbes, which throws quite a new light apon 
the subject. I hare also collected some decisive proofs, 
principally from the atjle, that the aathor of the African war 
is not that of the Alexandrian. Questions of Latin philology 
have been long attracting me, and I hope, if I live, that I 
may yet become a proficient in this branch of learning. In 
pnrsning these studies, I have a view also to the instmctiou 
of my Marcus. I hope to get practice in speaking from 
Bekker, whose coming is a very joyful prospect to me in a 
fdiilolt^ical point of view. 

My poor Gretchen suffers doubly throu^ my illness ; 
both mentally and physically. Marcus is a very lovely 
child, large, fat, fall of life and very sociable. Brandis's 
kindness, judgment, and amiabilil? are not to be exceeded. 



Boo, IftA Qetobv. 181T. 
.... Bekker's arrival has given me great pleasure ; it is 
agreeable at once to give and to receive. I shall spend 
a great part of the evenings in grammatical and critical 
readings with him. We mutually know what we are worth, 
and in what respects one excels the other, while neither 
regards the superiority of the other with envy. It is a 
satis&ction too, especially when your own heart has been 
torn with scorow, to feel that you are to a distinguished man, 
what few can be, and some even of these do not choose to 
be. Bebber has been rudely, and even cruelly kept down 
and oppressed from his childhood upwards ; and it has made 
him morose and reserved ; with us he is already beginning 
to e^and, is becoming open and confidential. He had 
beforehand told others in Berlin, that I was the only person 
with whom he could become so. He lives with ns, but dines 
out of the house 
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ccxxxvn. 

BoM^ litkDtetMcr, 1S17. 

.... Rome is altt^ether an aoliealthy place. The pro- 
portion of deaths to births is as three to two, and frequently 
still more unfaTourable, It is worthy of notice that this 
was not the case under the French. One of the physicians 
here accoonts for this by the superiority of their sanatory 
regulations. At that time, the children were obliged to be 
vaccinated. Last year 940 died of the small-pox. At that 
time, there were workhouses ; now, the paupers are put into 
filthy dens, where they are thinned by contagious disorders, 
and die of hunger. 

I hare taken up a study which bears directly on the 
Soman history ; I am traversing the desert of the ancient 
Latin scholiasta. I did not expect much from it, but I have 
found things of quite unhoped-for importance, particularly 
relating to ecclesiastical law, and the daily life of ancient 
times. It will very likely be possible to sketch a tolerably 
complete picture of both, though the separate features are 
still for the most part unconnected. I should like to re-write 
many passages in my first volume, by which the whole could 
gain much in force and precision. 

I have still less idea how any improrement is to be 
brought about in religions than in ciril a£birs ; unless we 
have a new revelation. A religion in which people cannot 
stand firmly on their feet, but must hold on by their 
hands while their feet are suspended in Uie ur, cannot long 
maintain itself. 

The coarse proceedings on the Wartburg, mingled as they 
are with religious comedy, have deeply distressed me. They 
exhibit oar youth as empty, self-conceited and vulgar. 
Freedom is quite impossible when the youth of a country 
are devoid of reverence and modesty. If I wrote according 
to the dictates of my heart, they would bom me also in 
effigy, and yet I know that all the genuine republicans of all 
ages would sabscribe to my doctrines 
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CCIXIVIIL 
TO SAVIQNT. 

Bou, 2tth December, 181T. 

The great difference between this and the previous winter, 
and which, in truth, far outweighs everything else, is the 
possession of our darling Marcuccio. The child retains his 
perfect health and beauty ; is always lively, always sociable, 
and favoured by Nature. 

I am sadly pinched for want of books, now that the 
iiielination to continue my History has re-awakened during 
my illness and recovery; my courage to attempt the work is 
still far from adequate. I have been studying the Macedo- 
nian history (in its widest sense) subsequent to Alexander ; 
and thou^ it is impossible to restore the whole stmcture of 
ttds history from the miserable fragments yet remaining, I 
have attained a subjective, intuitive view after my fashion, 
of the vita pubUea et privata, both of this kingdom and of 
Greece, during the period for which we have no continuouB 
narratives, so that I think I should be capable of delineating 
it, when I came to the epoch where the transmarine policy of 
Borne commences. These investigationB introduced me to 
that extremely interesting arch-rogue, Josephus, whose 
wntings are a mine of treasure for Macedonian Syria, and 
Egypt; from him, I went on to researches into the Jewish 
constitution under the second temple (the Sanhedrin) : and 
as I was reading the Old Testament (with which, in our 
German version, I believe myself to have been more minutely 
acquainted, for many years past, than ninetf-nine out of a 
hundred theologians) afresh very assiduously during my 
illness, I was impelled unawares by my critical good or evil 
genius, as the case may be, to observe, not only the very 
ramarkable character of the Mosaic institutions, but also the 
difference of authorship in one and the same biblical book, 
the date of their composition, and the totally mistaken views 
prevailing — so tax, at least, as I am acquainted with the 
various opinions on this subject — with regard to the history 
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of Uie Hebrew liter&ture, Sec, See, These are iuTefltigations, 
however, which, to be carried oat to distinct and positive 
results, would require a knowledge of the innumerable noto- 
rioasly worthless vritinga on these points, and the few 
seasible works of whose existence I am aware (or believe in 
out of charity), as well as an array of oriental philoh^, 
which I am too old, and moreover, just now, too much 
occupied with MarcQccio to acquire. Besides, I should 
probably give offence to some whom I wotdd least wish to 
offend, and what is worse, please people of a different stamp. 
For the fonner would be qtiite wrong in taking offence at 
me. I might possess a much firmer and more lively faith 
(I only know an historical one) than from the circum- 
stances of my mental history is now possible for me in 
this world, and yet hold at the same time my present 
critical views 
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1818. 



The events which took place ia G^ermany aad France 
duhng the latter half of 1817, recalled Niebuhr'a 
attention to pohtical affairs. During 1816-17, France 
had been thrown into great aviation, by the success of 
t^e ultra-Royalist party in obtaining the disbanding of 
the Imperial anny, the banishment of persons connected 
with the Rerolution, the re-enactment of the laws pro- 
hibiting divorce, Sec. ; and it was rumoured that they 
contemplated nothing less than the restoration of 
landed property to its original owners. Towards the 
close of 1817, the Moderate party had come into office, 
but met with very partial success in their efforts to 
calm the storm that had been raised. In Germany, 
what was called the gymnastic regime had been in 
vogue since 1815. A lai^e portion of the professors of 
the universities, and government officers, and nearly all 
the young men, wished to advance with rapid steps 
along the path of reform ; and as one means to this 
end, organised the yout^ in ihe schools and universities 
into aasociatioDB, called Burschenschafls, for the pro- 
motion of their views. They also laid great stress 
upon physical training, which should enable each indi- 
vidual personally to struggle for the good cause, and 
gymnastic exercises occupied a considerable portion of 
the hours spent in the schools. The whole influence of 
Prince Mettemich, however, who was at this time almost 
the virtual ruler of Germany, was exerted in a contrary 
direction ; and he was supported, not only by Russia, 



:,..dty Google 



HEUOIB OF NIEBUHB. 



but also by a strong party at home, including many of 
the aristocracy, who wished to suppress — ^by violent 
means, if needful — the development of all popular 
institutions, and bring things back to the old condition 
existing before the Revolution. 

The Tricentenary of the Reformation was celebrated 
in 1817 throughout Germany, on the 18th of October, 
the anniversary of the battle of Leipsic, so that &.o 
(eativai was at once a commemoration of the rehgious 
and the pohticat liberation of the country, and naturally 
gave rise to contemplations of the present, and antici- 
pations of the future. The Burschenschaft of Jena 
resolved to celebrate the day by a processioD to the 
Wartbu^, the fortress where Luther had been confined, 
to which they invited delegates from all the Grerman 
universities, excepting those of Austria. They were 
accompanied by the authorities of Eiseneich and four of 
the most celebrated professoi-s of Jena, — Fries, Oken, 
Kieser, and Schweitzer. la the first instance, moderate 
speeches, exhorting to patriotism and virtue, were 
delivered, and the assembly broke up and retiuned to 
Eisenach, where ailer dinner a service was held in the 
church. In the evening, however, when they formed a 
torch-light procession to the Wartburg, to kindle the 
so-called October Fire (the bonfire still customary on 
the 18th of October), much more excited speeches were 
made ; and, at last, when most had already left the 
mountain, a Berlin student appeared with a bundle of 
books and papers, and exclaimed — " As once Luther, 
by the burning of the papal bull, gave the signal for the 
separation from the Romish chair, so shall a signal be 
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pyen here by devoting to tlie flames the writings 
branded with the contempt of the German nation for 
thdr im-German tendencies, and their opposition to 
the spirit of the ^e." And amidst the appkuse of 
the spectators, rarious works of an anti-liberal and re- 
actionary character were thrown into the fire, together 
with an Austrian corporal's stick, a Hessian pig-tail, and 
a Prussian military sash, after which Charles Follen's 
celebrated " Grosses Lied " was sung. Unhappily, 
sereral of the works thus anathematised were the pro- 
ductions of men high in the Prussian service, Von 
Eamptz, AnciUon, and Schmalz ; and since rumour, as 
UBual, greatly exaggerated the occurrences, the govern- 
ments of Vienna and Berlin took up the matter, caused 
the ringleaders in the affair to be arrested, and instituted 
inqturies, which lasted for a long time, on the supposi- 
tion that a rerolutionary conspiracy had been formed ; 
but it was finally proved that there was no ground for 
such an idea. 

Niebuhr, as will be seen from his letters, agreed with 
neither of the contending parties.* He had been deeply 
disappointed by the reaction towards arbitrary prin- 
ci|^ea since the Congress of Vienna, which had put a stop 
to Uie reforms projected by Stein, so far as they were 
not already in actual operation, and crushed for the 
present all hope of the introduction of those free- insti-' 
tutions, to which he, in common with Stein, W. Von 
Humboldt, Vincke, Schoen, and other members of the 
popular party, had looked for the elevation of Grcrmany. 

* See bia letters of Jurauy, 1B18, the Buoce«diiig letter to Ja«obi, and that 
to SftTign7, p. 145. 
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Thus he vas forced to abandon the fair antJcipations 
which had supported and cheered him, and kept bis 
intellectual energies bright and active through all the 
bitter years of calamity from 1806 to 1813, and this is 
the secret of the tone of depression which appears in 
most of the letters written during the latter years of 
his life when referring to politics. Utterly averse, 
however, as he was to the spirit which now animated the 
Qerman governments, he disapproved of the proceedings 
of the Bm-schenschafts on two grounds : — he was 
opposed to the principle of attempting to initiate po- 
litical reforms by popular agitation ; and he foresaw 
that they were taking the surest way to defeat their 
own ends, — that efiForta such as theirs, while they were 
entirely destitute of moral or physical means to carry 
out their views, could have no other eflfect than to excite 
the suspicion and alarm of their rulers, and thus impel 
them to still more arbitrary measures. 

This festival also gave rise to many theological 
productions, and others were called forth by the speech 
of the King of Prussia on the occasion, whose recom- 
mendation of a union of the Protestant Confessions was 
the first germ of the efibrts that finally issued in the 
fusion of the Lutheran and Beformed Churches through- 
out the greater part of Prussia. Previous to this date, 
there had been in many sincerely pious Protestants, 
who were disgusted with the Rationalism that widely 
prevwied in their own church, a disposition to firatemise 
with the Catholics, and a hope that something like a 
compromise might be brought about But the spirit of 
controversy evoked by this celebrated festivalj and the 
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revival of £he order of the Jesuits by the Pope, widened 
the existing religious differences of every kind, and 
produced much l)ittemeBS between the Catholics and 
Protestants. 

The strong interest which these circumstances excited 
in Niebuhr, suggested to him the idea of deUneating 
the moral and intellectual history of Germany since the 
Thirty Years' War, but the impossibihty of procuring 
the necessary materials in itome prevented the execution 
of this project 

Incitements to research in other directions were not 
wanting, and, among other things, he discovered in the 
course of the summer the key to the Oscan tongue, and 
succeeded in partially deciphering an inscription in 
that language. 

In July, his second child, a daughter, was bom. 

In the autumn, he had to regret a serious loss in the 
departure of Dr. Brandts, whose health was much 
injured by the climate of Italy, and who, besides, wished 
to devote himself exclusively to those philosophic^ 
researches which have since raised him to so eminent 
a position among the scholars of Gcermany. He was 
succeeded as Secretary of Legation by M. Bunsen, who, 
however, as he was already married, did not reside in 
Niebuhr's house. 

During this winter, Niebuhr obtained the appointment 
of a Protestant clei^iyman to the embassy— a circum- 
stance which afforded him much satis&ction, and was 
productive of the most beneficial effects on the German 
population residing in Rome. 

In the letters of this year, frequent references will 
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bo found to the religious cootroversies of the time. 
The present seems therefore the right place for 
endeavouring to supply a clue to the rarious allusioos 
to religious subjects occurring in Niebuhr's .correspond- 
ence. To hare attempted it earlier would have made 
it neceaaarj to anticipate portions of his history. 

That the whole of his mature life was pervaded by 
a firm conviction of the reality of spiritual objects, and 
a constant sense of the importance of practical religion, 
that even led him to regard with unfeigned reverence 
the ))articular expression which it had found in the 
established forms of faith and worship, is sufficiently 
apparent from the preceding letters. To the editor 
this has been confirmed by observing the impression 
of his piety left on those who knew him at Bonn. 
But we would fain ask what was the precise shape 
that theological questions assumed to a man who came 
to their consideration with an intellect so lofty, know- 
ledge so multifarious, and a Ufe so irreproachable. To 
answer such inquiries, however, — easy, where it is 
sufficient to name the party or school to which a man 
belongs, in order to indicate the leading features of his 
creed, and beyond this only needfiJ to mark the modi- 
fications of detail introduced by his own individuahty — 
is no slight task in the case of a man like Niebuhr, 
who saw the defects of all parties and attached himself 
to none. And this difficulty is increased by the circum- 
stance that, though he often expressed freely to inti- 
mate friends his opinion of particular systems or schools, 
he seldom or never entered into a full exposition of his 
own views, so that even their knowledge of his theologj-- 
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is only the result of piecing together fragmentaiy 
Btatements. 

The ezcIusiTely rationaliBtic teQdenir^ of his early 
education has heen described by himself in his letter to 
V * * * r, vol. L p. 343. His father, to whose integrity 
and irannth of heart he looked up with sympathising 
veneration, and who was a simple church-going Chris- 
tian of the eighteenth century, seems to have troubled 
himself litUe about any doctrines more special than the 
great truths of natural religion common even to Chris- 
tianity and Mahommedanism ; while the reasoning 
and critical faculties of his son were stimulated into 
precocious activity by the mass of information which 
he was encouraged to accumulate. At the age when 
the mind usually receives impressions that decide the 
whole cast of thought, he went to the University of 
Kiel, and engaged with ardour in the study of philo- 
sophy, expectiug from it, as he says, " the elucidation 
and solution of the most important questions," and 
determined to pursue it, till he had " either discovered 
truth, or the impoesibiUty of truth." * 

In a soil thus prepared the doctrines of Kant took 
deep root From the " Critique of Pure Reason," and 
the " Metaphysics of Morals," he advanced to the 
" Religion within the Boundaries of Pure Reason." In 
this work, Kant bases his religious system solely on the 
Moral Sense. Neither the Existence of Cod nor 
Immortality can be demonstrated, but it is necessary to 
assume them as axioms in order to furnish a significance 
and reason for the intuitions of the Moral Sense. The 

• ScBvol.L, pp.36, 3T. 



...dtyGooglc 



120 MEMOIR OF NIEBUHR. 

superstructure which Kaut raises upon this foundation 
includes an acknowledgment of the depravity of 
human nature, — the necessity of a change of heart, 
and the inBcrutable mode in which this is accom- 
phdied, — the doctrine of forgiveness on repentance, 
and of a future state of retribution; and having 
reached this point, he proceeds to show that Chris- 
tianity precisely fulfils all that be has described as 
the requirements of our moral nature. Thus Christ is 
to him the type of human nature restored into perfect 
harmony with the divine ; and Christianity not only the 
highest historical and popular form of ethics, but a 
repertory of deep philosophical truths. While, however, 
Kant regards Christianity with the sincerest reverence, 
as in G^d's providence the means of bringing men to a 
purely moral and spiritual religion, he believes that the 
letter of any historical revelation, being necessarily 
adapted to the modes of thought current in a particular 
age, must be of transitory importance. He does not on 
this ground seek to depose Scripture from its sovereign 
authority over public instruction, but teaches l^t no 
interpretation of it is to be received that is in conflict 
with the precepts of reason or morality. 

It was not surprising that Niebuhr should be 
captivated at once by the rigid l<^c and hig^-toned 
morality of Kant, and having, as he tells us, "no strong 
feeling of the need of something beyond the boundaries 
of experience to satisfy his heart,"* should be content to 
take up his abode in this outwardly well-proportioned 
edifice. It must fiirther be borne in mind, that what- 
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erer were Eant's deficiencieH, he waa in advance of 
vhat Niebulir had hitherto believed, and in advance of 
his own age. He recalled men to a sense of the dignity 
of human nature and the responsibihties thence arising, 
and fixed their attention on the moral rather than the 
dogmatical aspect of Christianity ; and his disciples 
Tere*not left without some solid footing when the shock 
given by the French Revolution to all existing institu- 
tions and modes of thought had driven from their 
moorings those who, like so many among ourselves in 
the present day, had rested in established systems, 
without asxj strong sense of religion within their own 
hearts. Niehuhr also studied while at college 
Spinoza's Ethics, which produced a strong impression 
upon him, but he had an instinctive and unconquerable 
horror of the pantheistic annihilation of individuaUty, 
tad on this point sympathised with his friend Jacobi. 

It seems to have been about this time that he 
entered on the critical study of the New Testament, 
which he pursued with as much fearlessness of conse- 
quences as if it had been profane history, and which, 
. after many struggles, finally confirmed him as much in 
the behef of the historical character and divine mission 
of Jesus of Nazareth, as in an aversion to all scholastic 
systems of theology. At the same period, his intro- 
duction to the pietistic circle at Eutin brought him into 
contact for the first time with a strict orthodox theology, 
similar to that of the Evangelical school in England at 
the beginning of the present century. He honoured 
the personal piety of many of those who belonged to 
the pietistic party, but their ai^umentative fallacies did 
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not escape him, and their intolerance and spiritnal 
pride di^usted him with the system, of which they 
seemed to him to form a part. 

In Berlin, the hard rationalism of Niebuhr's early 
views was considerably modified by his meeting with a 
new phase of religion, which did not indeed alter the 
conditions of the intellectual problem to be solrecC but 
presented him with new spiritual phenomena. A 
reaction from French infidehty and profliga*^ was 
beginning among a portion of the higher daasee, and 
their return to a warm and positive Christianity was 
coupled with the purest patriotism and the noblest 
aspirations. In many of the soldiers and statesmen 
of the party Niebuhr espoused, he found simple, earnest 
piety, illustrated by virtuous lives, and free from the 
unreasonable demands upon the submission of the 
intellect, by which he had hitherto seen orthodox views 
accompanied. Among others, Baron Stein, his ideal of a 
statesman and patriot, was a decided, positive Christian. 

The letter to V * * * r, already quoted, betrays very 
distinct traces of this progress in Niebubr's views, 
especially in his appreciation of the elevating influence 
of what he terms mysticism, which forma a striking 
contrast to Kant's efforts to prove the doctrine of 
direct divine influence on the heart to be irrecon- 
cilable with reason and detrimental to morality. 
Though Schleiennacher, who is generally known as one 
of the leaders of this revival of rehgion, was an inti- 
mate friend of Niebuhr, and belonged to the same 
political party, his rehgious views had little influence 
upon him. Schleiermacher's tendencies were pantheistic. 
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while Niebuhr's whole cast of mind was emmentiy the 
reverse. " We kDow mind only as personal," he says 
once ; and in his TiewB of history and life, it is the 
living men and the influence emanating from their 
individnality which catch hia eye, not the abstract 
ideas of which some conceive history to be only the 
incarnation and exponent It seems somewhat remark- 
able that Niebuhr should at the same time be an 
admirer of Spinoza. He was not indeed an adherent 
of his speculative system, but he was conscious that 
he had rather escaped from it by the necessities of his 
intellectual nature, which refused to assimilate with it, 
than encountered and disposed of it by principles tmd 
reasoning. Hence he could never entirely disentangle 
himself from its influence ; and years after in Bome, 
declared that of all the philosophical systems he knew, 
that of Spinoza appeared to him to possess the greatest 
iotemal coherence. It must be remembered, however, 
that Niebuhr's was by no means a metaphysical mind. 
Moral earnestness was the chief characteristic of his 
views of history as of hfe ; and it was the elevating 
influence of that absolute trust in God and self- 
surrender to the Highest, that breathe through the 
writings of Spinoza, which gave them so strong a hold 
upon him. 

The discipline of life, especially the death of his 
Amelia, and the responsibilities that devolved upon him 
in becoming a father, contributed to draw Niebuhr's 
attention more directly to reUgion, and to engage him 
too with its practical rather than its theoretical side. 
His contact with the actual results of the Koman 
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Catholic system as exhibited in Italy, heightened his 
sense of the importance of maintaining the Protestant 
Church as a bulwarl: against the corruptions of Popery ; 
and his attachment to Protestantism was strengthened 
during his residence in Bonn, by the unscrupulous 
propagandism carried on by the Catholic party in 
Bheniah Prussia. Hence he earnestly laboured to pro- 
cure the appointment of a Protestant chaplain to the 
embassy in Kome, and afterwards took the liveliest 
interest in Uie establishment of a Protestant church 
in Bonn. 

At no period, however, of his later life did he change 
his conviction of the impossibility of reviving bond fide the 
old dogmatic interpretations of the seventeenth century ; 
indeed he avowed his uncertainty how far the ordinary 
views of the nature of Scripture would have to be 
relinquished if brought to the test of a rigorous criticism. 
In particular, he found himself beset with historical and 
critical difficulties with regard to the first three Gospels. 
But like Arnold (with whom in many points he had a 
great similarity), he could always &11 back upon his 
absolute faith in the genuineness and inspiration of the 
Gospel of St John ; — a fiiith which was not simply- 
subjective, but rested upon his critical beUef in its 
authenticity,* no less than in his intense personal 
sympathy with the exalted spiritualism of the beloved 
Apostle. The Word made Flesh — the Divine brought 
into visible contact vrith the Human, and finding an 
historical embodiment in an individual — was a doctrine 
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that found a warm i-esponse in a miad so full of earnest 
aspiration towards heaven, and at the same time so 
thoroughly historical in its views of the world. 

His personal reverence for Christ was a sentiment 
that deepened with the progress of his life. In him he 
reposed implicit trust as the authorised Messenger of 
God to man, and was ready to accept any precept or 
doctrine of which he could satisfy himself that it really 
proceeded from him. He once exclaimed in the course 
of an argument with the present King of Prussia, " I 
would lay my head on the block for the divinity of 
Jesus!" 

There was, in fact, a conflict in his mind, perhaps 
never fiilly adjusted, between his profound conviction 
that Christianity was a divine revelation, and his 
inability to satisfy himself how far the historical element 
of its records extended. The latter led him even to 
express a doubt, whether if the Scripture were 
thoroughly sifted there would be a foundation left on 
which to build a church, " for," he used to say, " if that 
is to be done, it is to be done honestly." Yet the 
former, coupled with his profoimd sense that religion 
must be the centre of national no less than individual 
life, made him earnestly sohcitous for the preservation 
of the religious element in the life of the people. That 
they should believe a few errors was of Uttle moment 
compared to their sinking into that slavery to the mere 
animal imptilses, which is all that is left for humanity 
when the light of heaven is quenched. 

In this state of miod, Niebuhr took a passive rather 
than an active attitude towards existing theological 
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systems, except where intolerance and bigotry excited 
his indignation. The general fermentation of the revo- 
lutionary epoch bad been succeeded in Germany by the 
open profession of RationalUiin on the one hand, and by a 
reviTal of Evangelical doctrine on the other. Many of 
the friends of the latter moTement thought to promote 
the interests of religion by insisting upon a return to the 
strict doctrines of Luther ; they inshed that the tests 
of admisfflon to the Church, hitherto very wide, should 
be made more rigid, and in short, that every means 
should be embraced for binding the Oerman Protestant 
Churches more closely to the original doctrines of the 
Eeformation. Niebuhr believed that these efforts to 
uphold a positive dogmatical system by outward means 
would only hasten the internal decay of the Church, 
because the system itself was a product of the religious 
feeling of a past, not of the present age. Yet he had 
no wish to attack beliefs in which numbers of truly 
pious and devout persons might still find repose and 
consolation. He could indeed " trust," as he writes to 
V * * * r, that " a Comforter will come, — a new Ijght 
when we least expect it," but he *' would not overthrow 
the dead Church." * So on occasion of the pubhcatiim 
of Harm's Theses, f he said to his friend Bunsen : " The 
vulgarity and wickedness of the ordinary Bationalists is 
insupportable to me, but I cannot, on that account go 
over to the opposite party. Nay, if their system ia to be 
forced upon me, I shall be obhged at last to say openly 
how untenable I find their critical positions, as Lessing 
did in his day." When the same friend expressed a wish 

• VoL L, p. 3*8. t See Note> p. 13*. 
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that he would do so, and apply to the Gospels similar 
criticiBiQ to that which he had applied to the earlj 
Roman history, he answered that no one ought to 
undertake such a task tmless he felt a special call to the 
work, and also felt assured that he possessed sufficient 
materials and adequate ability to prosecute his inquiries 
to the very depths of the subject, and that he himself 
was iar from being thus qualified. If he had made 
mist^es in the Roman history, it was of Uttle re^ 
moment, but if he made mistakes about the Gospels, he 
might be upsetting the peace and mental security of 
millions. On Bunsen's urging in return that " if your 
house is rotten and crumbling about your ears, you 
must pull it down, in order to be able to btiild a new 
one," he replied, " Where will you hve while the new 
one is building ^ " It cannot be denied that his consti- 
tutional timidity and cautiousness, or perhaps his 
Kantian training, led him to regard with OTer-weening 
alann, the dangers attendant on any attempt to bring up 
the popular belief to the standard of a more enlightened 
theol(^. 

With the explanation here giren of Niebnhr's views, it 
will not appear surprising that be should have been so 
anxious for his children to grow up under the influence 
of earnest practical piety, though whether the mode of 
education he adopted was as he believed, the beet 
calculated to " prepare the way for the imion of Mth 
with reason in after life,"* will be regarded with diflferent 
opinions. At all events, he himself had painfully felt 
the want of early religious education, and he wished to 

■ See utter of the 6th of January, 1824. 



...dtyGooglc 



128 HBMOITt OF NIEBUHR. 

spare his children what he had suffered from his 
unsatisfied jearnings alter a more distinct realisation of 
the objects of fiuth. 

To Englishmen it may seem to indicate a vant of 
straightforwardness that, with his views, Niebuhr should 
hare been a regular attendant upon the services and 
sacraments of his national Church. There is no ground, 
however, for such a charge. The German Protestant 
Church, which only requires, eren of her clergy, that 
they should conform their teaching to the spirit of her 
Symbohcal Books, without binding them to the letter, 
happily allows noble and pious minds still to find a home 
within her walls, after the course of their historical and 
logical studies may hare led them to modify the creed 
of their childhood. In fact, entire honesty, whether he 
were right or wrong, was perhaps the strongest charac- 
teristic of Niebuhr's mode of regarding religion, and the 
want of it what he most keenly felt in others;* and it 
was this very scrupulousness which made him unable to 
satisfy himself with the various modes of glossing over 
difficulties, so often resorted to by theolc^ans and 
public men both in Germany and England. He used 
to say that he " could only call that a belief for which 
you would be ready to die at any moment." His 
intellect was not sufficiently metaphysical, nor his 
temperament sufficiently hopeful, for him to possess iJie 

* For idbUiim^ when Schleiannachsr'B fiune u & preachar wu at its height, 
and hii urmoiiB were Btteaded by cKwda of the moat highl; cultJTStad men, 
Niebohr uid that while he appredatod hia wonderful eloquence, he must 
confera that it gave him only pain to hear him, becauae he could not think 
the phrBBBology Schleiermacher adopted, a perfectly truthful reflscUoD of hia 
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coDStmctire energy which would have enablod him to 
reduce his scattered convictions into a well-ordered and 
harmonious whole, but he had an inward and erer-growing 
confidence, that if men would " do the will " of God 
they should in God's time "know of the doctrine ;" he 
did not try i>o conceal from himself his doubt or disbelief 
on certain points, and hence he knew that his beUef in 
what he did beUere was thorough, and in harmony with 
his ethical principles and his life. 

Letters written in IfllS. 

CCXXXIX. 
TO MADAME HEN8LER. 

Rome, loa Janxin/, ISIS. 

.... I am frightened at the prospect of composing my 
third volume, and the disproportion of my present powers to 
the work, althongh there are many interesting materials 
for it 

I have become indifferent to the reception of the earlier 
puis ; probably I should not be so if by straining all my 
powers I bad brought forth another from my inmost soni. 
Would it be well if I were so ? No, I am convinced that 
this philosophical equanimity is real death, and that the 
most vehement emotions, as they have ever been the com- 
panions of all greatness and beauty, are also necessary to 
their existence. Witboat this storm, the mind will not sail 
over the floods, though it may sink in them, and now 
perhaps generally does sink. I also look forward at the 
turn of the year, with gloomy forebodings, to the age that is 
before us. I see nowhere any encouraging signs ; if there 
are deficiencies among the rulers, there are quite as many 
among the governed. It is utterly impossible to deny that 
our youth are, on the whole, declining in cultivation, and 
becoming coarse and barbarously indolent. Under the 
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gymnastic regime tliere must inevitably be an end of Bcience 
and literatore ; and, indeed, of all that is noble, quiet, and 
beautiful. 

Did I tell you that my correBpondence with Stein has 
been renewed by a A^endly letter from him, containing 
commiBBions ? Stein is very melancholy and hopeless. 

In France, there is a dreadful fermentation, which will 
probably lead to fresh calamities. It is but too certain that 
the French also will not find the right path again, at least 
not for a long time to come ; but they have gained much in 
intelligence, and you not unfrequently hear thongbts from 
them, more sound and weighty, than any which reach us 
from Germany. The Germans seem to be reeling in a beer 
revel. 

We have scarcely joined at all in society hitherto, but that 
will not do any longer. We are settled in our house, and 
must now, from time to time, ^ve large parties. One is 
awaiting us to-morrow. With the French envoy I am most 
intimate. I am very fiiendly with the old Bavarian ambas- 
sador, bat he is quite decrepit. 



CCXL 

Jantmrg, ISIS. 

.... I cannot understand how it is that some can regard 
the farce on the Wartburg with such indulgence. Are they 
BO mean as to rqoice in the mere fact that those whom they 
hate or despise are insulted, no matter how ? Are we to 
submit to the rule of a set of raw students ? Shall beardless 
youths be our lawgivers in politics, literature, and everything 
else? 

I should like to know what our youths have produced, or 
promise to produce of even medium excellence ? Can they 
point to a Luther or a Melancthon, or, to come to modem 
times, a Klopstock or a Goethe among their ranks ? And 
with what modesty did those great men come forward at 
their age ! In literature they have done positively nothing. I 
ask again, what have Uiey achieved ? Have they distinguished 
themselves by fidelity to their vocation, by conscientaous 
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devotioD to stadf and application of their time, by the 
nobleness aod morality of their conduct, by the modesty ao 
becoming and so indispensable to yoath, or again, by true 
enthusiasmaud ardent aspirations after the Great andBeautiful 
and Noble ? All that I hear testifies rather to the contrary. 
Besides, where snch presumption is manifested as among our 
youth, we may be sure that, generally speaking, these virtues 
do not, and cannot eust. And if they are wanting in them, 
if they do not fulfil their most immediate duties, if they are 
necessarily deficient in insight and experience, if they know 
nothing of the inner springs of civil life, and discern nothing 
of tlLe interior structure of the state oi^^anism, if they do not 
even look into, and cannot possibly take a comprehensive 
snrrey of the hnmau heart and the sources of boman action, — 
on what do they ground their claims to be reformers ? That 
they have no perception of the abuse which wily and ambi- 
tioas men are making of their lightly kindled zeal, by one- 
sided representations, I will not lay to theii account. But 
the perils with which a blind revolationuy mania threatens 
all ranks by letting loose the mob, one serious glance at the 
most recent eventa of history mif^t show them. Or are the 
atrocities that we have witnessed in France, no atrocities in 
their eyes ? Or have they never seriously considered them ? 
Either case were worse than monminl. Or have they 
conceived the unhappy idea, that the present age and 
generation with all its happiness, all its welfare, must be 
sacrificed in order to introduce, in their eyes, a better era, in 
which they do not even &ame to themselves a distinct 
conception of any Lnstitutions as established and carried out 
into detml ? Whence and from whom 'do they derive the 
right thus to disparage the present and the living generation ? 
And, fiirther, do they actually know what they are going to 
build np, — they who are utterly unacquainted with the 
nature of the material with which they want to build ? Do 
they think that they are able to put nations, like children, 
into leading strings ? And are they so unversed in history 
as not to know that political measures have often led to 
their opposites? Can they, like prophets, see the unborn 
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which Uea hidden in the womb of the &ture? In some 
cases, indeed, this does lie within the scope of human powers 
and is possible to the profound searcher into history. 

Simphcity, genuine feeling and geniality of mind have 
vanished ; spring-time and morning twihght are no more 
to be seen ; at the best it is only noon-tide beat in the 
dog-days with us, and mostly the sultry unhealthy air of a 
hot-house. . . . 

CCXLL 

TO JACOBI. 

[TKu tttUr, wUA vof twwr »mt, i^pptan Ic have btat 
vritlem oAraf (Aii dote] 

You know that it is not my metier d'etre aristocrate; more- 
over that, as a mutter of feeling, the society of my native 
peasantry, with their honest, plain sense, suits me as 
thoroughly as the inanity of fashionable society oppresses 
me ; and in case you are not already sufficiently aware how 
little cause I have to look with indulgence on ministerial 
despotism, I assure you that I am feeling the venomous 
talons of this monster in my own person. The latter 
might make me in all countries an anti-ministerialist, the 
former would probably have made me a democrat fifty years 
ago; I say so, because, at that date, no one could have 
conceived of the absolute victory of the numerical majority 
as possible, still less as the ideal. At the time when 
Lessing was attacked, I, too, should have been an open 
opponent of the priests. When I read for the first time, 
"that from unlimited power gaining its ends by force, 
nothing hut evil arises ; and that from resistance to such a 
power, under whatever form it appears, nothing but good 
urises, and in all ages has arisen," — a truth of which I had 
had only a dim consciousness before, stood out clearly 
revealed to me for my whole lifetime ; and, from my earliest 
youth up, this clue has guided me constantly and surely 
amongst the historical phenomena of the present and the 
past. The pamphlet in which yon announced this aphor- 
ism, belongs, like " Lessing's Dialogues," not only to those 
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writingB which will instruct succeeding ages so long as our 
language is read, but to the histoiy of our nation, &r more 
than the ephemeral productions of oar politicians of that 
day. 

By this rule, I take part with the CamiBarda against 
Louis XrV., and with the Vendeans against the Convention, 
— ^with the Parliament against Charles I., and with 
Louis XVI. against the National Assembly, without, however, 
wishing to justify, or attempting in the least to deny, the 
crimes by which all these conflicts, with the exception of 
those religious wars, have been stained ; and I cherish an 
unbounded hatred to every t^ramiy possessing power, of 
which Democratic tyranny, where it has reached its height, 
possesses the most. Further, remember above all, that it is 
precisely because it destroys all that to me constitutes the 
charm of social and of individual life, that that legislation 
which is the blind creed of the Liberals, rouses my indignation 
more than any other. Bat here I am anticipating my 
argoments. I will only remind you now of the feelings with 
which you yourself contemplated the Revolution ; for it was 
not oDiy that scenes of horror filled your heart with anguish ; 
at a very early date, you pronounced a woe upon the Titan 
crime of those who trusted in themselves that they could 
create new heavens and a new earth by the measuring line of 
their own ideas. 

To the objections which jou, with Plato, oi^ against 
absolute monarchy, I subscribe with my whole heart ; the 
more so, as in our days, they no longer touch our princes, — 
about whose heroic blood and heroic dignity we may stUl, if 
we please, yield to a poetical delusion, — but their viziers, 
and the beggarly crew with which these love to surround 
themselves. But this is not the question in France ; for 
whoever told you that the intellectual leaders of the Royalists 
would not restore unlimited monarchy, told you the truth. 
Nay, so &r as I have been able to gather from vei^ extensive 
enquiry, the views of those royalists who, ever since the fall 
of the throne, have been working with intelligence and skill 
to bring about the restoration of monarchy, there is not one 
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of tbem but has desired that it should be limited. For they 
had too deep a sense of the ignominy of the age that 
preceded the fievolution, — which made that possible, and 
some fundamental change necessary, — to think otherwise. I 
except the Vendeans with their child-like simplicity, who iu 
reality only objected to be constrained against their conscience. 



TO HADAlfB HENSLER. 

BoKi, 1A Mtrek, 181a. 

Your last letter, written out of the regular course, was a 
refreshment to me such aa I have not had for a long time. 

It has always given me a sufficiently fearful idea of the 
sufferings of hell, to conceive of them as consisting in a full 
perception (devoid of all consolation, all delusion, all inter- ■ 
mission), of the whole misery into which we have been 
plunged by sin — of all the consequences that have sprang 
from it, and all the happiness of which we have deprived 
ourselves. 

Yesterday was always a festival to me from 1798 to 1815 ; 
that is, ever since my visit to your parents and Milly in 
Heide. The day of my visit, and indeed that last winter 
that I spent in Kiel, in constant intercourse with you, was 
one of the brightest spots in my life. My Milly always 
kept the day, sometimes by giving me little presents, always 
with conversation, and a hoUday dress. Her first word on 
waking iu the morning was to remind me of it. I believe 
that I often dream both of her and you ; but my former 
vivid couBciousnesB of my dreams has passed away, along 
with my vivacity in all other respects. Fate has, however, 
granted me the festival of this day by permitting me to see 
both you and Mill y in my dreams, in which yon were both 
BO Uvely, BO affectionate, so really present to me, that I 
awoke, and even in awaking stUl retained a sense of the old 
happy days. . . . 

I have received Harms's Theses,* and Falck's article on 

* Harma'a "Ninetj-Sve Thesea" were among the numorous theological 
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them. They have occasioned me much thought. I wrote 
an essay on them, but it is too bitter. We should soon come 
to an QuderBtanding with each other about them by wotd 
of mouth. I agree with Harms in all that he says about the 
irrehgioosDeas of a system of morals on an independent 
basis ; and further, in his aversion to a Christianity which 
is none ; and I even approve of his personaUties against many 
of your Holstein theologians. But I consider his limitation 
of genuine Christianity to the Symbolical Books,* and his zeal 
agtunst the union of the Protestant churches, as an error. 
All who are acquainted with church history know, that no 
system of doctrine respecting redemption, hereditary sin, 
grace, &c., existed for at least the first two centuries after 
Christ ; that on these points, opinions and teaching were 
nnfettered, and that those were never considered as heretics, 
who simply accepted ihe Creed (the so-called Symbolmn 
Apostolicum), kept in commxmion with the Church, and were 
subject to her discipline. Now certainly this test would be 
amply sofficient to exclude those hypocritical pastors who 
only nominally belong to the Church; for such cannot 
accept this confession of faith. This Creed, together with a 
simple &ith in the contents of the New Testament as the 
reveled word of God, is at once sufficient and indispensable ; 

publuB^na that ^tpeared on oocanon of the TrioealMMrr of the Beformation, 
Thej were dii«otad "C'"*^ ^^ Ratdonaliitic tandenoies of Uie age, and mflin- 
tained the old orthodox Lutheran doctiinea of tiie uttar corruption of human 
nature, uid the neceedt; of a oorrect creed to salvatioD, in all thrir stritrtnesa 
The Theeea made a great sensitioD, and oalled forth nmueroua anawera, to 
wluch Harnw replied in a "Defence of the Theses" and a pamphlet entitled 
" DemonstcBtton of the Worthleslneu of the Beligion of ReaBoii." Harms ia 
still preaching nith all hii wonted vigour and influence upon the minds of hta 
hearers, in Kiel, at the age of seventy-three (1851). Although he haa been 
blind for the last two yean, he has lately published a Letter against the 
Krchea Zeitung, edited by Hengstenberg, viadicsting the one hundred pastors 
who have been expelled from Schleewig-EolBtein by the tyrannical Danish 
government. 

* The Augsburg confeadon of faith, in the Lutheran Church, to which 
Barms bslonged ; the catechisms of Hmdelberg and Dordrecht for the 
Reformed Church. Since the union of the Lutheran end Reformed Churchee 
in Prussia and moat other Qerman States, the Symbolical Books include all 
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but I do not see why we should desire to impose any further 
yoke. The orthodox divinee of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries subscribed to the Symbolical Books with a fulness 
of conviction which we cannot possess now, because they are 
8 systematic body of doctrine, and the systems of one 
century are uncongenial with the mental habits of another. 
But it was this party which persecuted the most pious men of 
those times — Paul Gerhard, Fraoke, and Spener. If the 
golden age of ChristJao liberty subsisted within the limits I 
hare mentioned, why must we now have slavery ? 

Next, as to the union of the Churches.* I should say 
that one must be a Eutychian to lay any stress upon the 
dogma of consubstantiation. A pietist, for whom 1 have a 
great regard, delights in the- idea of union ; for, he says, 
" that of which I am convinced is, that the Lord's Supper is 
a promised and miraculous means of conveying strength and 
sanctification ; but all that simply concerns verbal interpreta- 
tion is very unimportant to me ; and the form of the ceremony, 
and the theological doctrine respecting it, are as indifferent to 
me, as it was to the blind man whether his eyes were touched 
with clay and spittle, or with anything else. But it is not indif- 
ferent to me whether we Protestants remain divided or not, 
considering our present position between an active mysticism 
and Catholicism. But for our divisions, the whole of Germany 
would have become Protestant, and the misfortune of the 
Thirty Years' War would never have taken place." Luther's 
position was very different &om ours, and the use of 
historical insight is to show us clearly how a thing may be 
wise at one time which is not so at another. After all, the 
most difficult matter is to walk in humility, and to govern 
oneself. 

* The union of the Luthenn and Refonaed Churches. 
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CCXLin. 

Boxi, 2TA M»nk, 1818. 
.... There are more here who decidedly like me than 
vho are opposed to me. The Pope and Cardinal Gonsalvi 
treat me with real cordiality, which is of great importance in 
a place where everjihing is decided by personal feeling. 
Thns, if I had available instructions, I should soon he able 
to conclude all the requisite arrangements with the greatest 
advantage to the State and the nation. It weighs heavily 
upon my mind that it is not in my power to accomplish this, 
but that I am only putting the State to a large and nseless 
expense ; with your strict principles you will quite enter into 
my feelings. I can give you proofs that I do not deceive 
myself; my mediation in Hie case of Geneva has so far pre- 
vailed that its a£[airs will be brought to a successful issue, as 
soon as a preliminary form has been gone through by the 
Genevese gOTemment ; and if the deputies of Berne and 
Lucerne take the course I have advised, as they have 
expressed a wish to do, they also will infallibly obtain their 
object in spite of all the difficulties in the way, which their 
governments have regarded as ahnoEt insuperable. The 
people here are convinced of the perfect honesty of my inten- 
tions, and perceive at the same time tliat I will not suffer 
myself to be imposed upon. An Itahan despises those whom 
he deceives; but when he cannot succeed in deceiving a 
man, he respects him, and, if he finds him well-intentioned, 
conceives an attachment for him after his fashion. .... 

Every now and then, I make a fresh attempt to write upon 
these subjects,* and then lay down my pen again, when I 
consider, that although there have been instances in which 
political pamphlets have led to the adoption of the measures 
recommended in them, in a free State, there is scarcely any 
example, under a monarchy, of a minister having carried out 
any measures proposed in a recent pamphlet. However, I 
know that no repuhhcan can ever have loved his nation more 
ardently than I love Prussia. 

* Political uid eculeaiut^tail relatioDB in Pnuuuu 
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A tendency towards reformation is at work in the Catholic 
Church in Germany. A German Ie here now, who is a 
sincerely pious man, and is leaving Home in a state of indig- 
nation. I often converse with him about the convulsion that 
is inevitable, but must proceed from below. He and others 
like him have chosen the motto of St. Angustine as their 
watchword : Unity in essentials, liberty in the rest, and 
brotherly love. It will be seen that this alone can help us. 



CCUJT. 

Bom, llfA AfrU, IBIS. 

Bimsen is a very clear-headed and estimable man. 
Hardenberg has promised me to appoint him successor to 
Srandis. I am very glad of it : on my own account, because 
I like him ; fear his sake and the State's, because he has a 
decided talent for public life, and will distinguish himself. 
Brandis is still tmdecided as to his plana. It seems likely 
that he will receive an appointment in the aniversity on the 
Rhine, which may probably be established next autumn. 
His father's book upon Magnetism is on the way — one hears 
nothing on such subjects here. An extraordinary case of 
miraculoQB cure, which happened during the early part of 
my stay here, made a great noise. Perhaps we onght not to 
attempt to give a philosophical account of such occurrences, 
but to content ourselves with observing them, and attempting 
to form a general conjecture as to the direction of the forces 
which produce them. An absolute denial of so many instances, 
still seems to me unwarrentable. 

The religion prevailing here is an abomination to an 
unprejudiced person. A Chaldean, a man of great ability, 
who had applied to me for money to get a Bible printed 
here in his native language, under the censorship of the 
Propaganda, will probably be banished from Rome. I had 
hoped to obtain from England, America, Russia, and our 
King, the money required for this undertaking, and for the 
erection of a printing press witii which he wanted to print 
other works at home afterwards. This enterprise, to which 
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I expected to have been abU to contribute, is one of the 
things with which I had often consoled myself ia moments 
of melancholy.* 

Cornelius has made an agreement with the Crown Prince 
of Bavaria, and we shall lose him. I am quite grieved at it. 

The child is fair and flotuishing. He is growing very fond 
of me, and begins to have little endearing ways. He kisses 
my band without being bid. 



CCXLV. 

BOM^ IH May, ISIS. 

The state (^ the air is indescribably oppressive. Every 
body here belierea that there has been an earthquake 
somewhere. The sirocco prevails uninterruptedly ; the sky 
has been dark and clondy, the air like a fomace, and every 
one has felt wretched and ill. At such times you are fit for 
nothing. 

With regard to Harms's Theses, let us, in the first place, 
settle the points on which we agree with each other and with 
Harms. In my opinion, he is not a Protestant Christian, 
who does not receive the historical facts of Christ's earthly 
life, in their literal acceptation, with all their miracles, as 
equally authentic with any event recorded in history, and 
whose belief in them is not as firm and tranquil as his 
belief in the latter ; who has not the most absolute £aith in 
the articles of the Apostles' Creed, taken in their gram- 
matical sense ; who does not consider every doctrine and 
every precept of the New Testament as undoubted divine 
revelation, in the sense of the Christians of the first century, 
who knew nothing of a Theopneustia. Moreover, a Chris- 
tianity after the fashion of the modem philosophers and 
pantheists, without a personal God, without immortality, 
without human individuality, without historical faith, is no 
Christianity at all to me; though it may be a very intel- 
lectual, very ingenious philost^hy. I have often said, that 

• This Chaldeaa was alterwards baniahed (along with Dr. WoIGT) for having 
ucopted aesiBUnce from tho Biblo Society in csrryiiig out his scheme. 
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I do not know what to do witii a metaphysical God, and 
that I will have none bat the God of the Bible, who is heart 
to heart with as. 

Let him who can, bring the God of metaphysics into 
hannony with the God of the Bible ; and he who can accom- 
plish this, will be authorised to write SymbolicEil Books that 
shall be a law to all ages. He who grants the absolute 
impossibihty of solving the main problem, which can only be 
approached by asymptots, will not grieve over the inevitable 
consequence, our possessing no system of religion. Many 
passages in the Bible admit of variouB interpretations ; are 
these made a matter of controversy among pious people ? 
There is a remarkable and noble passage on this point in 
Tertullian, who nevertheless was a true zealot. 

People have aimed at brin^g religion into an absolute 
system, in imitation of the scholastic philosophy, and in 
behoof of church government. In bo far as the sense is 
plain, well and good. But where it is doubtful — and that is 
the very point at issue — who is to decide ? The Catholic 
Church is not left withont a decision ; she claims to have a 
tradition, and she asserts an immediate miraculous influence 
of the Holy Spirit upon the decisions of councils and popes. 
We have seen what this has led to, and Luther has saved us 
&om that misery. Luther himself took his stand on tra- 
dition. He sketched no new outline ; he only cleansed the 
besmeared picture from what, according to his notion of the 
original, be recognised as de&cing additions. Hence sprang, 
for instance, his doctrine of the Eucharist. The Christianity, 
the faith that was within him, not that which stood before 
him, and was external to him, was the material on which he 
hiboured. He always, consciously or unconsciously, took his 
stand on tradition. Not till after him, came the " Reasons " 
of the Orthodox, who wanted to set up a system. In the 
eyes of these Pharisees, aU profound feeling, all glowing 
devotion, was an abomination. 

It has been said with great truth, that the bull Un^enUua 
led to, and is responsible for, the overthrow of religion in 
France ; and he who really knows the history of Germany 
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knows the injniy which orthodoxy has done to the Protestant 
rehgion. It Ib only an indirect consequence of it, that its 
obnoxioosness has occasioned the defection of numbers to 
the Bomish Church : for if yoo oppose authority by autho- 
rity, it must be coufessed that that of the Councils is of 
greater weight than that of a society of doctors and 
pastors ; we have always left this objection of the Catholics 
unanswered. 

In the Symbolical Books, there are doctrines respecting 
plenary inspiration, and the connexion of the Old and New 
Testaments, which can never come into force again; and 
how much else is contained in them of which the early 
church knew nothing! Let any one only try whether the 
standard which I require be a small matter or a great one ; 
and let no one secretly substitute for it, the permission to 
explwn religion into a human doctrine, and its historical 
facts, according to the rules of ordinary occurrences ; seeing 
that I demand precisely the reverse. 

The matter will remain without practical influence on 
legislative measures. It can have none, and the controversy 
will die away, when people have once fairly got to hating 
each other. Then something else will come up. — You speak 
of the morbid tendency to innovation in our times ; I abhor 
and mourn over it with you, but the controversy, of which we 
have been speaking, is in truth one form of it. When the 
novel part of any question has been quite worn threadbare, 
people turn to the old, which has then become new again ; 
and thas the ball is thrown backwards and forwards. It ia 
the same in politics and in literature. How many changes 
of fashions have I not witnessed already, and I may say 
witnessed without changing my own position ! In my youth 
I beheld the former theological " enlightenment " {with dis- 
gust indeed, although from a distance), during which every 
adherent of the old belief was an object of contempt. Oh 
that men would build up ! Nothing can come of constraint 
and command in tJiese matters. Oh that men strove, in 
Nmplicity of heart, and in union with those likeminded to 
themselves, to attain true, fruit-bearing faith, piety, and love 1 
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Do not fancy me unqualified to give my voice on this 
subjeot, I know that I am qualified, by poBBesaing a fully 
adequate knowledge of the histoiy of the Church, and even 
of her syBtem, of which I know more perhaps than you give 
me credit for. Here, where it is of importance to guard 
young men against the seductions of the Catholic priests, I 
have ample inducement to torn my attention to theology. 

So you think my unfavourable remarks on the Italians too 
severe. Believe me, the longer I live here the more they are 
confirmed. I have become acquainted with one exception, 
(and how should there not be some such?) a man of great 
talent, upright and honourable — the painter and restorer, 
Palmaroli ; and his history and own testimony are again a 
confirmation of all I have said. Persecuted vrith a refine- 
ment of malice by envy, neglected and slighted by the 
government, all his efforts have been a struggle to produce 
works of art, and to save magnificent old paintings. This 
man says that his heart expands only in the society of 
Germans. 



CCXLVl. 

TO NICOLOVIUa 

Bomb, 6th Jme, 181S. 
.... I will send you by Ranch a pamphlet that has been 
published here, intended expressly for the conversion of the 
young Germans. If Schmieder comes, he must bring 
Luther's works for me (or send them by sea), and the 
writings against Popery. It cannot be expressed how dis- 
gusting these proceedings become the more yon see of them. 

At this moment, the proselyters have S ," one of the 

ablest young artists, on their bait. Dear Nicolovius, the 
whole life that the artists lead here is worse than useless ; it 
is essentially injurious. They are in a completely false 
position ; they associate as equals with people of rank — ^tbey 
get a distorted view of all the relations of the world, and 
grow vain and prejudiced. For Heaven's sake, do not dream 
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of allowmg any of them to stay here too long. It is only in 
a diversified civil society, comprising a variety of classes, 
that an artist can remain a healthy-minded man, unless 
he be a miracle, like Cornelias. That Cornelius is a 
healthy-minded man I will give yon a proof. The evening 
aAer Biinsen's child was baptised, we and several more were 
at bis house. Bunsen hves in the upper part of the Palazzo 
Ca&relli, and over the Palatine ; as we were standing, after 
midnight, on the loggia, we saw Jupiter sparkling as if be 
were looking down on his Tarpeion rock. We were drinking 
healths. I said to Thorwaldsen, "Let us drink to old 
Jupiter ! " " With my whole heart," he replied, with a voice 
tail of emotion. Some were startled ; Cornelius touched our 
glasses and drank it 



CCILVIL 
TO MADAMW HElTSLEa 

Bou,2<M/«M,lS18. 

.... The negotiationa at Frankfort* are spoiling every- 
thing. They imagine themselves able to make a reformation 
in the church, hecanse they have a hankering after novelty, 
and never dream that snch undertakings can only sncceed, 
when hearts are lifted up in their behalf, as in Lnther's time, 
whereas, they themselves have no feeling ahont tlie matter ; 
and, indeed, no one can have any feeling in connexion with 
the mere ordering of external relations. They may perhaps 
be instruments of good, but their way is as false as Luther's 
was correct. .... 

I shall write to you again next week. I could not let this 
day pass without a letter. Read the soul of its writer. 
In those old times too we clung to each other. May we be 
restored to each other in another life I 

• With rogard to the union of tha Churchm 
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TO aAVIOKT. 

Bom, 20a /wk^ 1818. 



.... BraudiB and Bekker are going to Florence the day 
after to-morrow, and Comelins will leave at the latest in 
autnmn ; it is nncertain whether for Munich or DilBseldorf. 

The proselytising spirit here is at last causing complete 
diviaions among us. No one can have judged these absurd 
proceedings more leniently in insulated cases than myself, 
or with more kindness and endeavour to enter into the weak- 
nesses and peculiar circumstances of individuals. But when 
these men take high ground, and seek right and left to make 
proselytes ; when, not satislied with kind indulgence, they 
attempt to make their ignorance and narrow-mindedness pass 
current for a higher insight, it does, and ought to make one 
indignant at heart. A little band-book, by one Ahh6 Martin, 
has appeared here, which is full of the most scandalous lies 
respecting Luther, and the shallowest defence of Popery, and 
attacks upon us, and it is put into the hands of every young 
man on hia arrival. 

The proof sheets of the Oaius have thrilled me like an 
electric spark. If Goschen is not inclined to the revision at 
present, he need not be a&aid to put it off for a time. In a 
good mood he can do it admirably, and it must be done 
admirably. Be sure to send me all the proof sheets as they 
are printed. What does the postage signify ? It was once 
intended that I should receive a copy in small writing on 
fine paper ; if there is such a copy made, be so good as to 
give it to Beneke, to be forwarded to me. I should much 
like to append some emendations, not so much for the 
pubhc, as for your consideration and use, if you can turn 
them to any. 

The mention of the privileges of the Flamen DiaUs in 
this proof sheet, has accidentally (as is generally the case) 
thrown a light in upon my mind. Why did he emerge from 
the paternal authority without capitii diminulio ; why were hia 
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relations in so many ways strange and abnormal ? Because 
his inangnration iras a kind of arrogatio, whereby he 
entered the getu of the gods, at any rate became their client. 
I find the proofs extremely interesting. They appear to be 
extracted &om the part which has been twice written oTer, 
and I bow in wonder before the skill of Goschen and Hollweg. 
The doable resoription proves the inadequacy of our palteo- 
graphi«al definitions. Such a chance is inconceivable, as 
that the remnants of the half-effiiced MS. should have been 
left untouched for centuries, then taken up, then erased 
again, and then by accident nsed for the same purpose over 
again. But unquestionably this was the true state of the 
case; the transcriber began to write the Epistles of St. 
Jerome in large nncial characters ; it struck him afterwards 
that this would make the book too cumbrous, so he erased 
what he had done and wrote in itaUcs. Or perhaps, the 
caUigrapher who could write the uncial characters died, or 
removed, bo that they were obliged to take another. The 
character in the codex of the Gaius is the base of the 
Anglo-Saxon ; consequently, this was in use so early as the 
seventh century. I mnch wish this opportunity may be 
embraced to give a brief elucidation of the affinity of these 
characters 

What do you say to the Bavarian constitution ? what a 
maitvaiae plaiganterie effronUe ! Particularly the law on ihe 
freedom of the press. That on ecclesiastical relations is 
sensible and praiseworthy ; bnt bow does it agree with the 
Concordat ? 

I wish there were any form in which I could write about 
politics; and that we were not so certain that to print any 
opinions would be in itself a reason for the adoption of con- 
trary measures. The government order respecting Coblentz 
has pained me to the heart. ' Gorres' pamphlet is &e best 
thing of the kind that I have read from his pen, and mnch 
better than we could have expected.* It shows a capacity 

" Gbrrfls, who wu at thii time deddsdl? lib«nl in liii views, and edited 
the " BhmnUche Herknr ' with fptak ability, preaentsd ui addreai, on occuion 
of tha vint of Hardenberg to Cobleotz in the spring of 1818, praying fur 
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for Bonnd viewB. If I were in Berlin, I would write wluit 
alone is true, and no one should be able to take exception 
to it. There, too, I could write the history of the moral 
and iutellectoal changes of oar nation since the Thirty 
Yean' War, the key to all else : here, nstorally, I can write 
nothing. 

.... Yoa will receiTe through Ranch the copy of Ulpian 
that has been collated by Brandis. There has been scarcely 
anything to alter in it. 

ccxux. 

TO JACOBL 

Sm Jwe, IBIS. 

Roth's letter (rich in cheering news of yon) and yonr own, 
to both of which I intend this as an answer, found me reco- 
vering from a severe illness, — a state sach as you know and 
have described; one which comes near to a rejuvenescence, 
and, like youth, opens the whole soul to all that speaks to 
the heart and the intellect. 

.... The spring began here a day earUer than Pliny 
has fixed for its commenceinent, namely on the 6th of 
February ; the aii was soft and refreshing, but there were 
no leaves nor singing birds. This was followed by cold and 
heavy showers, and now all at once it is as hot as iu the dog- 
days. Even in the early morning, you have scarcely any 
sense of coolness in rooms where the windows have been 
open all night. StiU, eveiything is bearable when the 
Sirocco does not blow. Bat in April, there were days 
when we all, Gretchen, Brandis, Bekker, and m^elf, lay 
half dead each in our own room. It cannot have been so 

TuioD* political rafonui, wbicb wu followed by ottieF addrenei of th« tHiM 
turture from Hmyenec^ Trerea, ke. Hardenberg hdd out hopa to tils peti- 
tioneri of their wiihee being attanded to ; but the King wa« hlj^Uy liimiiiiiiiil 
that the people thould take upon thetaielTes to diotate the meanma neoeMuy 
to be adopted, initead of waiting to see what reforms he thought fit to grant 
tbem ; and OiirrM, who bad taken the lead in the matter, found it necevaij 
to retire to Frankfort. Seveial other ezpreaaiona will be found in the following 
letters of ITiobuhr referring to Uicm proceedings. 
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in ancient times, or it would not have been an bonour to the 
BomanB to have overlooked that the habitable world began 
with the Alps. 

About the Italians you will have heard B-'s* testimony, 
and we Protestants can leave it to him to paint the clergy 
and the state of reli^on in this country. In fact, we are alt 
cold and dead compared to his indignation. Hia society has 
been a great pleaBure to ua all, even to our reserved friend 
Behker, who in general turns pale at the very thought of 
Popery, and finds me far too indulgent. With an enthusiast 
so fitll of heart aa It, yon can get on ; between such a 
luxuriance of fancy and the unshackled reason, there is 
much sach an analogy as subsists between science and art ; 
while, on the contrary, the slavish subjection to the Church 
is ghastly death. The most superficial prophet of so-called 
enlightenment cannot have a more sincere aversioa to 
enthusiasm than the Roman priesthood ; and, in fact, their 
superstition bears no trace of it. Little as the admirers of 
Italy care for my words, I know that I am perfectly correct 
in saying, that even among the laity you cannot discover a 
vestige of piety. The life of the Italian is little more than 
an an im al one, and he is not much better than an ape 
endowed with speech. There is nowhere a spark of 
originality or truthfulness. Slavery and misery have even 
extinguished all acute susceptibility to sensual enjoyments, 
and there is, I am sure, no people on the face of the earth 
more thoroughly ennuy^, and oppressed with a sense of their 
own exbtence, than the Romans. 

Their whole life is a vegetation ; and when we who live 
here recall the apologies made by a partiality which even 
excuses their indolence, it is impossible to repress a feeling 
of indignation. While whole families, not to speak of the 
servants, sleep round the charcoal pans in winter, and often 
get snfiocated out of pure idleness, the nobles carry on 
eonversazioni which are not much better, and in which, 
besides, most are neither speakers nor hsteners. The 
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niuTersitl knavisbceBB and love of pilfering are also the 
effect of laziness ; people must eat and cover themselTeB ; 
and this must be made possible without interruption to 
tbeir lazinesa. 

The present government have undertaken the task of 
introducing tolerable civil security by police, in the midst 
of ever-increasing wickedness and degradation — a syatem of 
constraint and terror that may impose fetters upon the wild 
passions of the animal man. 

They never so macb as think of securing at least hia phy- 
idcal comfort ; he may sink into deeper and deeper misery, 
but he ahall fear blows and the galleys more than he cares for 
his own instincts. Surrounded by an onmipresent espionage 
of police, conscious how he himself would be ready to accuse 
and betray any other man for a certmn reward, Dread shall 
be hia supreme deity. In the metropolis, this has succeeded 
to oetonisbment, and crimes of violence upon the person 
are rarer than in other capitals. The eavaletto, or flogging 
macliine, is nearly permanent, and daring tlie carnival lite- 
rally BO. The police regolations for the carnival, for the 
theatre which are open then, and for all public festivities, 
sound revolting, and they are carried into execution. There 
is no criminal code at all, bat the punishments are quite 
arbitrary. One of the most scandaloaa crimes is punished 
very mildly, why ? . . . . 

The execrable Cardinal Ruffo is dead ;* and an historical 
character who is not inferior to any commiBsioner of the 
Convention, relates, chuckling witii delight, what his Cala- 
biiana did with the towns, and even the convents, that had 
been Jacobinical. Even the murder of a wife is very lenientiy 
punished. I have extracted the caam tn terminia from the 
lists of sentences, because no one will believe what I say on 
these points. The effect of this severity, however, is seen in 
the absolute lifelessness of the common people. The nobles, 
who have nothing to fear, are equally apathetic from their 
utter inaction, and the gratification to satiety of the lowest 
desires. 

* He had been the leadu' of the countor-ierolutioii in Nq>lea. 
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Dear Jacobi, I could not venture to say openly to oar 
German patriots what I do not hesitate to write to my 
government, that the overthrow of Buonaparte's rule has 
been the greatest calamity to Rome, and the restoration of 
the old government the greatest sin against the nation. 
They could no longer proceed in their old careless routine ; 
they were forced either to adopt wiser or more ruinous 
measures, and the former course was imposaible. 

God knows whither their present course is tending, since 
there is no prospect of reform and alleviation. Did not 
Woldemar,* who lived in a golden age compared to the 
present, declare that he knew not how a change was to 
come without a deluge or a miracle. The Jeremiads on the 
misery of Borne nnder Buonaparte are the stapid twaddle of 
ignorant artiste. To extirpate priestcraft, sach as it was 
and is, was a necessary amputation, and, on tite whole, it 
was performed — my &iends may cry out against me as 
they will — with discretion, forbearance, and moderation. The 
people were employed and cared for. The population of the 
aty was suddenly diminished; but those who remained 
would soon have found themselves much better off, and all 
things would have been brought into a natural course. The 
number of births increased rapidly, the priests were no 
longer able to command or permit abortion ; the number of 
deaths diminished incredibly. The conscription was dis- 
Uked, bat was wholesome for the people ; a French regiment 
was a school of honour and morality to an Italian as much 
as it is of corruption to a German. Some hfe was awakened 
among the higher classes ; they began to take some interest 
in things, and very much, perhaps all that is possible, would 
be gained for the Romans if they were to recover animation. 
There were a pretty good number of criminals executed 
withont the attendance of a priest, conseqaently condemned 
to eternal daumation; while now, in the opinion of the 
common people, every criminal who is executed goes fully 
absolved into heaven. The officials set the Romans a pattern 
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of liberality and conscientiousness, and ihe foumiaseur$ 
were models of strict integrity and humanity to the managers 
of hospitals. All this you will not misnnderstand. 

It mast be confessed that fiscal avarice, and the idolatry of 
so-called property, stood in the way of a radical reform. It 
would have been necessary to compel the great nobles to 
give heritable leases on their estates, and to divide the 
ecclesiastical property viritim ; and this indeed would never 
have been done. The impoate are heavier now than ia 1813. 

What it must be to an honourable and public-spirited 
man to live among such a people, I leave you to imagine. 
It is an utterly false idea to suppose that any relics of 
antiquity have been preserved in manners, customs, Sec. ; in 
the country there may be some isolated instances of the 
kind ; bat you cannot penetrate into the interior on account 
of the robbers. To you I may venture to say, without 
disparagement to my interest in the works of our German 
artists, that I am sickened of art as I should be of sweet- 
meats instead of bread. But there is no one here, parti- 
cularly since Brandis and Bekker have left, with whom I 
can converse upon the subjects ihat lie nearest to my heart, 
mutually giving and receiving infiannation. Colonel Fischer, 
one of the deputies from Berne, made a transient exception, 
which was invaluable to me. Still I could, if need be, do 
without learned conversations; but to have no one with 
whom I can hold a rational conversation upon the affairs 
which concern mankind in general, upon the events occurring 
in England, Germany, and France, is positive death. 
Whether the Disputa, or the Heliodor, be the more perfectly 
painted, &.c. &c., leaves me not only indifferent, but in the 
long run becomes insupportably tedious. Besides, it is not 
improving to be always limited to talking on subjects that 
you understand imperfectly, and on which you are always 
obliged to take a very inferior position to the persons with 
whom you converse, without any fault of your own. 

However, this is not the only evil in our German society. 
Our young artists are not uucontaminated by their contem- 
poraries ; without learning, without reflection, they are 
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extremely dogmatical, and, on all points, quite look down on 
those who are not of their confraternity. Some who are here 
exhibit astonishingly fine talents, and no one perhaps is 
more zealoaa than myself in fttrtheiing their development. 
Truly a new day has dawned npon art, and Goethe has 
sinned greatly in denying the &ct To speak without a 
ridiculous modesty, my mission, in other respects so useless, 
has in this probably been of most essential service. Your 
Crown Prince may do more ; but his stay here has so &r 
done more harm than good. He has made the young men 
arrogant, and tamed their heads ; their prudent Mend no 
longer satisfies them, because he does not worship them, and 
places art, in the usual uarrow sense of the word, far below 
wisdom, and that art of which it is the embodiment. . . . 

Your countryman Cornelius, who will bring you a letter 
in a few months, makes a glorious exception among onr 
artists : he is the Goethe of the painters, and has in every 
respect an open and powerfol intellect, free from all limi- 
tation. 

Your constitution is an important event It will give you 
an idea of Home when I tell you that no one here has 
anything to say about it; the name of a constitution is 
enou^ for the Germans, and more especially the freedom of 
the pre88. I do not ask for a perfectly unconditional freedom 
of the press ; but where such a law exists, I would still avail 
myself of the proffered advantage of the cenaorehip for my 
security. This law appears to me the least good of the 
whole series, and that on religious institutions the best. 

In your Constitution it is very remarkable what trouble 
has been taken to find busincBs fur the Chambers to perform. 
They are only auditors of accounts with greater solemnity. 
Meanwhile I congratulate you sincerely ; though I would 
rather have had something different and better. For as I 
adhere to the principles of Mtiser and Fiev6e,* I care little 

• This refara to tbeir advocuj of commonal and munidpal freedom. 
Flarie's letten oa the history of the FroQch LegUlative Anembly, in 1S15 
■nd 1810, tiad juat come out. In hia general priooiplei, Flevfe bead in the 
« of Turgot. 
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for a worBhipful astembUe legislaUve, unleBS it be — bnt that 
would lead me too far. 

It frets me to be oat of Germany, and therefore auable to 
Bay anything about important national questions, on which 
Oorres, to my astoniehment, has come pretty near the 
truth. In this long letter I will not enlarge upon the varions 
details of your elective foims, in which I am sorry not to see 
all the former imperial towns represented separately, as is 
the case with the mediatised princes. On the whole, 
however, eveiy amelioration gives me pleasure, even if it is 
imperfect. 

Farewell, dear friend. Give our kindest remembrances to 
Both and your sibters. Gretcheu and I kiss your fatherly 
haud< 

ecu 

TO BAVIQWT. 

Bom, IM BtpUnUm; 1818. 

I must have already told you more than once, dearest 
Savigny, that your letters operate upon me like blood upon 
spectres, whom it nourishes. The lime and apace that 
separate me from a better life disappear for the moment ; 
images and recollections rise up with vividness, and thoughts, 
which there has been nothing in the dead vacnum of Hades 
to excite, form themselves once more into shafie. This 
simile is more elegant, and, at all events, more worthy of 
your letter than another, which has perhaps still more truth 
with regard to myself. I might compare myself to a dead 
frog, in which movements that bear the semblance of life are 
produced by the touch of metal. 

Be that as it may, your letters instantly excite in me a 
desire to answer them, and when I received, about three 
weeks ago, yours of the end of July, I replied to it imme- 
diately ; but the intense heat which had prevailed almost 
without intermission for nearly two months, and had been 
rendered unusoally intolerable by a constant sirocco, had had 
such a depressing effect upon me, that I did not like to send 
you my grumbling epistle, and I became still less willing to 
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do 80, after it had once been laid aside that it might be 
replaced by another. This letter waa never written, owing 
to very aad circamstances. Yoa know already that Qretchen 
has been confined again .... probably, also, that the 
child was very delicate. Added to this, the snmmer months 
are very trying here for children. We know the style of the 
medical treatment at Rome. The child would certainly 
have been lost, had not a young physician from Berlin been 
here, and adopted reasonable measnres. The infant has 
certtdnly now made some progress towards recovery, but is 
still far from well, and its possession is an extremely 
precaiions blessing. 

Gretchen's health has received a severe shock, owing to 
the anxiety from which she has scarcely been free for a day 
since the birth of the child, and her unspeakable anguish 
since it became seriously ill 

I was not made ill by the excessive heat, because I 
constantly vegetated in-doors; bnt I was very much 
exhausted, and the sudden change of temperature broi^t 
on an attack of dysentery, which has been removed, 
however, by instant attention. Marcos alone has stood the 
heat with unabated vigour, and never felt the change of 
weather in the least. He is such a happy sprightly child ; 
always full of mirth and laughter. Probably his overflowing 
health is the reason that his teeth are developed so slowly. 
His making no attempt to speak yet, may partly result 
from his being able to make himself understood about 
everything, partly from the mixture of the two languages 
which he hears buzzing about him. Everybody loves him, 
from the women to an old fVanciscan of Raguaa, who often 
pays us a friendly visit ; and his nurse, who has no very 
warm attachment to her own children, tells her fellow- 
servants that she weeps when she thinks how soon she 
shall have to leave him. The happy time is now not far 
distant when he will be able to listen to stories ; and this 
will make Rome and my life here tolerable to me, even if I 
should be compelled to renounce entirely a wider sphere of 
action. The more disordered the state of the world, the 
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more needful is education ; in an age that is growing old 
and decrepit, a simple world of ideas must be created for 
the child, in which its mind may grow ap strong and 
unclouded. A clear understanding can least of all be 
dispensed with, when the confusion of ideas and half-truths 
is greatest: it is exactly at such a time that principles, 
which have been early implanted and carefully watched 
over, so as to giun all the strength of a prejudice, confer 
extraordinary power, both over the world within and that 
withont. He who begins his course thus armed, fights with 
a weapon which is wanting to those around him. Moreover, 
the mass of things to be learnt, which oppresses and 
confuses the brain when you have no guidance, may be 
wonderfully simplified by a teacher, and yet the child may 
be fed on marrow instead of dry bones. It will be a great 
blessing for the child if the King's promise is fulfilled, that 
a chaplain to the embassy here should be appointed. . . . 

The difficulty of governing in these times is immense. 
Superficial opinions have diffiised themselves on ell sides, 
and acquired authority. No change in the forms can give 
birth to a higher wisdom, the rarity and impotence of which 
is the worst disease of our age. In the rest of Germany, 
things are no better, and in most parts still worse than in 
Prussia, though the malice of our enemies has the craft to 
avert censure from themselves and direct it on us. The 
Bavarian constitution is a genuine child of the age ; hence 
it will be extolled far and wide. 

The Austrian administration of finance has been unveiled 
to the initiated, by the invaluable documentary evidence 
set forth by its panegyrists. 

As I have often told you, I can execute no learned work 
here. Neither have I been able to avail myself of the 
Library this winter, because the only two librarians^ who 
were obliging and knew where books were to be found, have 
been occupied in replacing books that had been collected 
and ranged in new mahogany cases with splendid plate-glass 
fronts, for a few hours, by express conunand, that the Pope 
m^t have the satisfaction of surveying them. Then, too. 
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I did not begin to keep a carriage till March, and I live about 
two miles from ttie Librai?. Now Mai is coming here, and 
then eTeryihing of the kind is out of the question. , , . 

Do you know that I have some prospect of becoming a 
dtogen de Oenive ? And that I have earned this title by my 
services ? If I do, I must certainly write something one of 
these days with all my titles and dignities after my name. 
We have had a Swiss embassy here, whose intellectual head, 
Colonel Fischer of Berne, was one of the most sagacious, 
noble-minded, and estimable men whom I know. He and I 
became great friends, and his departure pained me as if we 
had lived together for years. I find that I have still got a 
fri^tful quantify to tell you, and have neither apace nor 
time left. To-morrow (I am ending this on the 4th) we are 
going to Oeuzano, where we shall live under the same roof 
with Madame von Schlegel. Curioos ! 

Our little one is rather better ; the country air will very 
likely benefit her and her mother. What a pity it is that 
we can scarcely stir beyond the walls of the towns for fear of 
the banditti 1 I mean to observe the mode of husbandry 
there. The peasants are not so bad, if the poor creatures 
bad but a little property. But the barons and the clergy 
have swallowed up everything; so late as 1590, the inhabi- 
tants of Aricia were lords of a great number of small estates 
in the valley (though the Savelli had already got many of 
them into their own hands by confiscation) ; at that time 
there came a dreadful famine, and these barons took every- 
thing the people had in exchange for com, which they 
sold to them at the rate of forty piastres for the rvibio, 
which in ordinary years now costs ten. There's a sacred 
right of property for you ! The peasant women, whom we 
know moat of, are honest people and capable of attachment ; 
only their avarice must be gratified, which, however, happily 
is possible. But the higher classes, the clergy, the so-called 
citizens, — ^no dear Savigny, you can form no idea of such a 
pack of vagabonds ! Farewell ! Our hearty love to you 
and your wife. 

Yours, NffiBCHE. 
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TO UMIAME EEH8LBB. 

Rou, lit September, ISIS. 

We axe going into the country to-morrow for a month, to 
Genzano, a very pleasant place above the beautifiil Lake of 
Nemi, where the shade and fine trees make the country very 
charming to ua Qennans, when we compare it to the bare 
desert about Rome. . . . 

It 19 a subject of great satisfaction to me that the King 
has acceded to my proposal, that a chaplain to the embassy 
should be appointed, and that the choice will most likely fall 
on a very excellent young clergyman from Saxony, a great 
friend of K. Boeder's. According to the testimony of Pro- 
fessor Heubner, he must be all that one could wish in a 
teacher of religion for out child. It is my most ardent 
wish that Marcos may be sincerely and earnestly pious. I 
cannot inspire him with this piety; but I can and will 
support the clergyman. His heart shall be rused to God 
as soon as he is capable of a sentiment; and his childish 
feelings shall be expressed in prayers and hymns ; all the 
religious practices that have iallen into disuse in our age 
shall be a necessity and a law to him. 

Hemsterhuis says, that, even as a golden age subsisted in 
the unconscious innocent contentedness of man, favoured by 
Nature like a child by a mother, so must the race by manifold 
wanderings arrive at a state of clear understanding, in which 
man will cultivate and govern the desert for himself. I by 
no meana share in this dream, but for the individual it is 
possible, as regards the understanding and intellect, if 
iustmction is brought to the aid of natural talent. That 
intensity of conviction and of feeling on which all else 
depends may be attained by cultivation. But whether a 
strong-minded and clear-thinking man may not find himself 
continually more and more a stranger and an outcast 
among his contemporaries is another question ; for the age 
on the whole is declining intellectually. 
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Yon know, perhaps, that Savigny and I have taken up 
the idea of the continnance of the Boman mnnicipal 
institntionB onder the harbarians ; I have definitively 
discovered their transition into the republican institutions 
of the middle ages, and am certain that I have found the 
key which will enable us to understand the old Gterman 
civil liberty and equality.' 

In the country, I shall occupy myself with ^riculture, 
in order fully to understand that of the Romans. I shall 
also try how far it is possible to get towards the old Latin 
cities in the opposite range of hills ; i. e. if the robbers are 
not too near ; for, though less numerous, they are worse 
than ever. Their chief ia as if maddened, since bis whole 
family has been murdered. Now, he murders every one he 
can get hold of, and the government has set a price npon 
his head, and promised a pardon to any one who may 
dehver him np, in the hope of seducing some one of his 
comrades to do so. Everything that occurs betokens a 
horrible d^eneracy of the whole nation. 



TO BAViaNT. 

Bon, ill OiHoUt, 181S. 
We have already returned to town, dear Savigny, con- 
tented with having, by our visit to the country, avoided the 
pestilence of September, which, this year, has certainly been 
sufficiently antique in its character. It is a very expensive 
affair to stay in the country during October ; for all who 
have contrived to remain in Home during the unhealthy 
months, when you are condemned to utter idleness by the 
heat and the weight of the air, stream out into the country 
as soon as the atmosphere begins to cool, and the vegetation 
to revive. By this time, it often begins to be very cold 
among the hills, but in Rome it is a mild after-summer; 
while through the summer, the air on the mountains is 
temperate and elastic. It is not even the vintage which 
* Sae the letten to SaTigny in tiis third volome. 
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aUracta the people ; to their taste, the theatre in Bcone is 
more interesting. But such is, once for all, the established 
usage, and when a uomber of people are thus crowded 
together in small places, eqoipages and dress attract more 
attention. In spite of the threatening cold, I left Q-enzano 
with relnctance. It aftorded me a thousand times more 
enjoyment than the oppreHsiTe city. I should have liked 
extremely to sea the vintage, and the wine-pressing, but it 
was too expensive for us, after all the disbursements of the 

summer 

It is no easy task to Qerman parents to bring up children 
here ; you must have them almost constantly witli yon, for 
it were better to see them dead than that they should grow 
up like the people around them. No one can fiilly appreciate 
this without personal experience, and I beg you will not 
shake your head at what I say. If yon were only here 
a week, as a resident, and as the father of a family, you 
would see what is the state of a people without reason and 
conscience, in whom all selfish impulses are let loose. The 
only difference is, whether these impulses are kindly or 
malignant, and whether they can be brought into some degree 
of equilibrium and harmony among themselves. You see 
here what the human being becomes under the combined 
influences of a wretched superstition and utter incapacity 
for piety ; in Naples, by all acconnts, matters are still worse, 
because the people are by nature more passionate and more 
malignajit The character of the passions there, and what 
you see of them here, is as unpoetical as possible ; they rise 
to savage fury in the twinkling of an eye. Confession, and 
absolution, and indulgences may work well among a con- 
scientious and deep-hearted people like the Tyrolese. Here, 
they open the door to utter abasement. All this seems the 
strangest to me, when one looks back to the old Bomans, 
who were governed by a religion of the strictest veracity, 
fidelity, and honesty. If it should ever be in my power to 
continue my History, I shall venture to demonstrate how this 
reli^on, which was something quite different from Stoicism, 
was the foundation on which the greatuess of the old 
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repnblicim time was reared, and how the whole life of the 
constitution depended on it. Itwoa not the splendid balanee 
dea poweoirs, bat that tiie balance was snapended among a 
TirtoooB people. 

.... Your explanation of the an&iendly feeling towards 
Prosma, which is so prevalent, and which I perceive only 
too distinctly among the young O-ermans in Rome, is, to a 
certain ext^tt, incontestably correct But you most also 
take other causes into the account, to which your benevolence 
win hardly attach aufGcient importance, bat which never- 
theless exist. In small States it is not so much a fear 
of the mightier State belonging to the same nation, as 
wonnded vanily. Ever since he lost his simple greatness of 
character, the German has been by nature fond of slander 
and detraction, by no means candid, and still less loving. 
For some time after our war of liberation, they were forced 
to be silent, and respect as : bat respect is, to a German, a 
terribly oppresEdve feeling. I think it possible that, at that 
time, great men might have foauded an enduring respect for 
ns. Let OS remember how Athens saved the liberties of 
Greece in the Persian war, and how Thebes, &c., betrayed 
her. The moral condition of Athens was not much more 
praiseworthy than that of the other States ; still we know 
now, after the lapbe of two thoasand years, that Athens had 
a very different intrinsic valae from them, notwithstanding 
the Cleons and Hyperboluses. But envy excited hatred and 
ingratitude towards Athens, and the cowards and traitors 
were the genuine Greeks. 



TO M*n*inii HEira^ER. 

Bona, 7l& Nomibtr, IS18. 
.... We have had a basy season of court festivities, 
which I have been obliged to attend — a wearisome kind of 
life to me. Still there were occasionally some beautifnl 
spectacles, and if the aspect of polLtica> affairs were different, 
one could feel some amusement as a looker-on at such a 
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festival, in spite of its emptiness. But when the people are 
wasting away with famine, when the money that is squandered 
is tftken from the necessitous, when dissatisfaction or apathy 
reigns eveiywhere, you feel indescribahly melancholy at an 
entertuument where yon do not even see a single happy 
face. 

One plagae of the winter is the eTer-increasing swarm of 
travellerB of rank. I have a number of them on my hands 
just now. 

The proselytising tract of the French ecclesiastic is not 
in the book -shops. If I can get you one copy, you will have 
enough of it ; for it will not bear a second reading ; it is a 
shallow thing. I think you are correct in saying that 
Stolberg's life of St Vincent would better serve the purpose 
of these proselytisers, because in that, words and example 
speak to the heart ; for truly not even an iminstructed man 
will allow himself to be caught by controversial writings ; and 
if Seeker's work against Catholicism be pat into his hands, 
he has not the shadow of an excuse. But if such a beautiM 
picture, which, though a true representation of the individual, 
is completely defective as applied to the class, had an undue 
influence on an ardent mind, you ought to refer such an one 
to the biographies of pious Protestants, — of Franke, Paul 
Gerhard, and so many others, who are certainly not inferior, 
in point of self-sacrifice, enei^, and warmth, to those 
isolated instances of saints witii human feelings in the 
Bomish Church. There is one Italian whom I should like 
you to know, Paul Sarpi, who, while acting as a lay-brother 
in a monastery, was a genuine Protestant. You will easily 
be able to procure an account of him. One appeared as a 
pamphlet about ten years ago, by Ferdinand Delbrtick, and 
is said to be very well written. I have read an Italian life 
of him lately, written by a Venetian, his contemporary. If 
any one wishes to know how the Papists behave, when they 
want to disseminate opinions respecting those who think 
differently from themselves, let him read in this book the 
reports spread by the*Coort d Rome about the death of this 
sunt, and the iniamous lies about Luther in Bellarmine's 
Catechism. 
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1819. 



NiBBUEB had DOW been more than two years in 
Rome, yet the instructions, that were to form the basis 
of his negotiations with the Papal Court, were still 
delayed. He was further annoyed by rumours — which, 
however, were not realised — that the Prussian govern- 
ment intended to associate Bartholdy, the confiul at 
Florence, with him in the negotiation. Niebuhr was 
decided to take his leave should this prove to be 
the case. 

In this, and the following years of his residence in 
Rome, Niebuhr parsed the months of May, September, 
and October, at Tivoh or Albano, His principal literary 
production this year, was an Essay on the Historical 
Advantf^es to be derived from the Armenian Version 
of the Chronicle of Eusebius, occasioned by the recent 
publication of the Armenian version, discovered in the 
convent of St. Lazarus, at Venice, and edited under 
ihe auspices of Mai. This Essay was written for the 
Academy of Sciences in Berlin. He also edited the 
Fragments of Livy, which he had only delayed so long 
because he did not choose to submit his work to the 
censorship of a Dominican, from the necessity of which 
his high position did not exempt him, while it would 
have given offence in Rome to have published it 
elsewhere. He now waived this objection, because 
he feared that Mai who was just appointed Ubrarian 
at the Vatican, would publish a bad edition of them, 
if not forestalled by a better. They appeared in the 
spring of 1820. 
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In July, partial instructioQS at length arrived, but 
the general ones were still kept back, which vexed him 
all the more as he was now beginning seriously to think 
of returning to Germany, on account of his wife's ill 
health, and extreme dislike to Italy. For his own part, 
his health had been better, afler the first year, than at 
any former period of his life. 



Letterg written in 1810. 



TO HADAHB HENSLER. 

Rom, UtA April, ISlfl. 
You are decidedly against Qretchen's travelling without 
me, and consider such a separation as a Toluntary renun- 
ciation and slighting of the nearest relationships. I should 
think it as wrong as you do, unleRS it were justified by the 
weightiest reasons, and you may well conceive that I could 
not suffer Qretchen and the children to travel alone, without 
the greatest anxiety, or be separated &om them without a 
great sacrifice on my part. But her state of health is not 
only very unsatisfactory in general ; she is unquestionably 
threatened with amaurosis. In fact, the effects of this 
climate on a nervous constitution are something of which 
you can form no idea out of Italy, and of which a person 
utterly ignorant of medicine, who has personally seen and 
observed them, has a much clearer comprehension than the 
greatest physician can have who has never visited Italy. 
Would the father of our Brandis ever have believed that 
travelling in the mountains could be beneficial to his son ? 
And again, others who also are suffering from chest dis- 
orders, would be destroyed by hving at a height of 600 feet 
above the sea ; while others die in a few weeks in the sea-air 
of Naples, to which they have been ordered by German and 
Engbsh physicians to keep off consumption. The physician 
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who accompanies Prince Metternich on his traveU, a very 
clear-headed and well-informed man, finds himself quite at 
sea in all the cases that come ander his notice here. The 
nnmber of Qermans who suffer from mental disttrders in 
Borne, is at least from ten to twenty times greater than in 
0ermany among persons of the same rank, and occupied by 
the same classes of ideas. In one house, which is always 
let to Germans, five occupants in succeseion have become 
insane within the last sixteen years. In another country, 
how can you form the slightest conception of the effects 
of the smells, or the sirocco ? It is utterly impossible ; and 
therefore you are unable to estimate the effect of this climate 
upon a delicate constitution, from your knowledge of that 
constitution in your own country ; hence it is that natives 
and foreigners nnite in urging a removal from Italy, as soon 
as a foreigner finds his health declining. For my own part, 
I have ransomed my health with a year of suffering, and 
now I should never think of changing my residence on my 
own account ; only I find, as all others do without exception, 
that one can get through incomparably less work here than 
in Germany. 

16th. I laid my sheet aside yesterday to dress for one of 
the coiirt parties that are taking place almost daily here just 
now. You can easily conceive with what heart I can be 
there, when I leave my invalid in a solitude which she 
cannot enliven by any employment, but can only brood over 
her own sad thoughts and fears. 

I shudder at what we see and hear of things in Germany. 
Kotzebue's murder, what an utterly insane act t Is the per- 
ception of what is right or wrong, lawful and atrocious, 
really so perverted in Germany, that voices can be raised in 
defence of such a deed ? And even putting that aside, can 
the men be blind to the consequences of a deed so pregnant 
with calamity ? Are they become so short-sighted ? Cannot 
they foresee the impression that it will produce on the 
governments ? Yet it is almost impossible to say this to 
the deluded men without being regarded as a blockhead, 
and proscribed. 
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TtTou, 21M JHajr, 1S10. 

.... There would be many advantf^a in passing the 
summer here ; but Ch-etchen cannot get baths ; the walks 
(with the most glorious prospects) are without shade ; and 
I shonld be obliged to leave her alone some days in every 
week, which would be very dull for her, as she can employ 
herself so little. 

BemstorfF givea me a fiirloagh of six or eight weeks. His 
letter is very friendly. 

The inhabitants of Tivoli are the most arrant beggars on 
the face of the earth. They beg with laughing faces, attack 
the stranger, and abuse him violently if he gives them 
nothing. I have made the acquuntance of the richest man 
in the place ; he is a usurer and a miser. The priests here 
seem to be certainly not better than the rest. I have met 
with one man, however, who is a fresh proof that the Italians 
might be raised, if they could be made small proprietors. 
He is a yeoman, who inherited from his father a house, a 
vineyard, and an olive garden, but with debts far exceeding 
the market-price of his possessions. He would sell the 
olive-garden, only that the produce is so enormous as com- 
pared with the market value of the land. (For small 
properties fetch such low prices here that the produce of a 
single year will often reach the half, or more, of the market- 
price. It requires, however, so much labour that he who 
cultivates it by hired labourers would have to give ten years 
purchase for it.) This honest man has so far extricated 
himself, by extraordinary industry and energy, that he has 
now only a few hundred dollars still owii^ of his debts, and 
can look forward to the time when he shall have worked them 
all off. " When I had earned ahundred dollars by the harvest," 
said he, " I was obliged to give up eighty, and wept with my 
children." He mortgaged his olive-garden for ten years to a 
usurer, who takes the whole produce, which, in good years, is 
equal to the capital lent, and receives besides ten per cent., 
which the poor fellow has to get from his other pieces of land. 
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Wliat a state of Bociety ! And believe me that, at most, I 
do not know more than one Koman who would be shocked at 
SQch &cts as these. If the man cannot pay the two huDdred 
dollars next year, his vineyard will be forfeited. If it is at 
all within my power I shall lend him the money. Wherever 
you find hereditary farmers, or small proprietors, there you 
also find industry and honesty. I believe that a man who 
would employ a la^e fortune in establishing small freeholds, 
might put an end to robbery in the mountain districts. The 
Italians are still, as in the time of the Bomans, adapted 
simply and solely for agriculture. They are as little a 
poetical nation as the old Bomans were ; on the contrary, 
they are prosaic, and not even lively, as the Germans are in 
some districts. No nation can be less musical ; they have 
only a ritomel melody, which is most unpleasant, and no 
national songs at all. The wisdom of the old Bomans is 
strikingly displayed, among other things, with respect to the 
size of the separate estates, which was determined by taw. 
Seven jugers are amply sufBcient to feed and clothe a large 
family. On tiiis extent they can perform all the till^e 
themselves, of which much more is needed than with ns. 
The com requires weeding. This work occupies the whole 
year, and there is no winter month when there is nothing to 
do in the fields. A larger estate is no benefit to an Italian ; 
and he who lets his piece of land, and lives without work, is 
a lost man, as well as the poor fellow who can get no work. 
The mere day-labourer is also in a pitiable condition, and 
this class ore, for the most part, a bad set ; but it is from 
destitution. The great farmers hire them by the job, and, 
in order to save a littie, many of them work themselves to 
death: in the summer, at least, the hospitals ore always 
crowded with them. The rich leam nothing, and take no 
interest in an3rthing. There is no, strictly speaking, burgher 
class at all ; and nothing is rarer than to find artisans who 
understand their trade and are industrious. The priests are 
generally very poor and incredibly wicked. In Rome there 
are parish priests who go about begging. The monks arc 
certainly nearly all good for nothing, thongh I know one 
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verj estimable FnuicUcan. Learning and literatnre are at a 
lower ebb than perhaps in any other country. The devotion 
is merely external, and thia has very much diminished. I 
have been assured by Italians Uiemselves that the younger 
people have scarcely any faith at all. From the greatest to 
the least, all unite in haling and despising the government ; 
but at Rome there are none, or very few, who cling, as so 
many in the other parts of Italy do, to the very pardonable 
chimera of the unity of Italy. I was conversing here with 
an intelligent landowner about the city and the inhabitants, 
and he drew a frightful picture of one after another of the 
most influential men, which had, however, quite an air of 
truth. As he had previously been blaming the government 
— unhappily only with too much justice — I asked him how 
any good could be done then, if those who would come into 
power on the fall of the priestly domination were so bad ? 
He acknowledged that no amelioration at all could be anti- 
cipated. The small holdings are swallowed up year by year, 
and thus the number of vagabonds in the towns is constantly 
increasing. 

If one could but penetrate farther into the retreats of the 
agricultural population 1 It is only among them that any 
addition to our knowledge of antiqoity could be obtidned. 

Bunsen and his wife have been with us about ten days. 
He and I have been visiting ruins that no stranger has ever 
visited before, and which are very remarkable. 



TO NICOLOVIUa 

Rota, ird JiJg, ni9. 

From Scbmieder's official letter and mine, you will see, 
dear Nicolovius, that onr evangelical worship has been 
happily conuuenced, and truly " in God's name." The 37th 
of Jane will be a notable day henceforward in church history; 
for what Protestant worship there had been in Rome pre- 
viously, was destitute of all spiritual power. 

That ours will prosper under such an excellent clei^ijyman 
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19 certiuii. I think I have always known what a genoine 
pastor must be, who Bbould in our days ruse up a chnrch, 
and infuse into her a new life, but I had never seen such a 
one till we became acquainted with Schmieder. I cannot t«ll 
you how we all love and reverence him. 

It will not occasion offence ; I spoke to the Pope after the 
first Sunday, when he had, no donbt, been informed of all 
that passed, and he was as friendly as ever ; I had a favour 
to request for a friend of mine from the Secretary of State, 
but he declined saying anything to the f ope about it, and 
told me that I had better apply to him myself, he would 
certainly not refuse me ; and he did not. 

The prUraiUe do, indeed, cavil much at our banal-ground. 
The most perplexing circumstance to us will be, if apostates 
should want to return to us ; one has amiouuced his intention 
of doing so already ; you may rely upon it that we shall act 
with due forethought and circumspection. 

X only wish that Schmieder had his wife with him. As he 
will receive 200 dollars increase of salary, and the congrega- 
tion can do someUiing for him, she must come. He is so 
uLade to be happy and to confer happiness, that he ought 
not to be subjected to this cruel separation. We shall do 
what we can towards the expenses of travelling and removal ; 
as I shall now remain here till next March, I shall be able 
to spare something towards it. But the 300 dollars may be 
regarded as certain if his wife comes. 

I earnestly entreat an answer by return of post if possible. 
I cannot tell you how I long for freedom. Here I have been 
too long compelled to be on friendly terms with despicable 
men, for the sake of the service, and the relations which 
it involves; and I grow more and more acutely sensible 
that these gentlemen despise all that is good in me, and 
despise me myself on account of the evil that is not in 
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CCLVn. 
TO UADAME HENSLEK 

Bold, nik Julg. 1819. 

.... You wiU be glad to hear that I have gfuned courage 
and energy to undertake an historical work of some magni- 
tude, and that I hare nearly brought it to a conclusion. 
Namely, I have made a collection of the preyiously unknown 
facts and dates occurring in the fragments of the Armenian 
translation of the Chronicle of EusebiuB, which have been 
recently discovered, and collated them with others already 
known, but frequently very obscure." By this process, 
the history of the earliest periods of the Babylonian empire, 
that of the Assyrian empire, and that of the Macedonian 
dynasties after Alexander, will in many parts gain consider- 
ably in clearness and extent. The light thus thrown on 
many points, completes the refutation of those who main- 
tain that Herodotus only knew history as an assemblage of 
unconnected legends, and had no definitely arranged chrono- 
logical outline before his eyes ; the new facts fiimish the 
greater part of the materials necessary for a work on all the 
races and states standing in connexion with Home — a work 
which cannot be incorporated into the continuation of the 
Roman History, but must be present to my thoughts in a 
distinct shape. I do not so completely despair of this con- 
tinuation since I have found that I can write, and in a much 
more impressive style than in better times, although very 
slowly. But it is terribly laborious to write here, because 
you not only have to go to the public library for every book 
which yon do not yourself possess, but have to contend with 
the indolence of the Italians, as soon as you require several 
books in order to look out single scattered passages. Until 
lately, I had very seldom had occasion to visit the library 
where the printed philolo^cal works are generally to be 

* An extract from thU Eaaay od tha ArmeiiiBii tninBl&tian of the Chronicla 

of EooebiuB, comprising tha Chapter on the History of the Bobyloniui utd 
Asnyriau Empires, will be found in the third volume. 
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fotmd, and the regular librarian does not know who I am ; 
hence he has lately treated me with great Ul-hamoiir for 
giving him EO much trouble. The hbrarians are Dominicans, 
one of the most repulsive of the monastic orders. .... 

Schmieder lives and boards with ub, and will' continue to 
do so until his wife comes, which will probably be in the 
autumn. It is my earnest wish that this noble-minded man 
may enjoy the happiness which he deserves. I have at last 
received partial instructions. I fear, however, that the 
Pope ia near Ms end, and then it will be again impossible 
to do anything. In that case, the instructions could not be 
executed in their present form, and I have in the first place 
to report this to my government. 



CCLVlir. 

Roue, ISIk Atiguit, 1816. 

No intelligence has reached me since the unhappy occur- 
rences in Berlin.* 

Here we have only very confused accounts of the arrests, 
and the search after papers. The seizure of Reimer'at 
will have made you imeasy on my account also. Not that 
you would think me capable for a moment of harbouring 
criminal designs against the State, or rash ones against the 
existing Ministry. But you will fancy the possibility of 
strong expressions of vexation. It will set you at ease when 
I tell you that I have not written to Beimer at all for more 
than a year, that I have at no time written frequently to 
him, and that my letters were always short and of no 

* This refen to the iuventigatioiu wHoh were set on foot after the murder 
of Kotzebae by Sand, ta diBoover the revolutionary cooHpiiacy with which his 
deed wea Boppoaed to be conneoted. It was afterwarda fully proved that be 
had acted under the impulEe of maddened fanaticiBm without any external 
instigation ; but the govemmenl, at this time, fmcied that the whole Burscli- 
enachafC was a secret aisociatioQ which aimed at the overthrow of the existing 
antborities, and, therefore, all tboae who were in any way connected with it 
were called to acoouut 

t Reimer was a publiaber in Berlin, and an intimate friend of Niebuhr'a. 
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political importance. Neither my wishes nor my hopes were 
in uniBon with his. 

To Schleiermacher and Amdt I have never written.* I 
ftm ready to take oath that, according to my fiiU belief, not 
one of these three is connected with anything that conld 
be reasonably called a secret association, still lees a con- 
spiracy. Beimer may have used unwarrantable expressions, 
and has made himself bitter enemies by his never-ending 
squabbles with the censoraliip. 

Schleiermacber may have said unsuitable things on un- 
suitable occasions, but he has never been an advocate of 
revolution any more than Axndt, and I remember his saying 
to my Milly and me, when all these ideas were first beginning 
to ferment, that he shuddered to think of tiiem. As far as 
his papers are concerned, I am quite easy about him. I am 
less so about Reimer's ; I fear misinterpretation (firmly as 
I am convinced of his innocence), because he often formed 
connexions for a time with hot-headed men, till he perceived 
that there was nothing to be done with them. Still, nothing 
can be brou^t to light worthy the name of a crime. His 
credit may, however, be seriously injured by such an af^ 
and such an interruption to his business. 

Whether there exists any sort of conspiracy among the 
young men, I do not know; it does not seem to me impos- 
sible ; at all events there is a fanatical political sect, which 
is more dangerous than a conspiracy, because it has roots 
that cannot be destroyed except by ploughing up the soil 
itself — a course not to be expected of governments which 
have allowed the evil to grow up under their own eyes, 
without counteracting it by wisdom and virtue. And this 
would have been possible. In 1814, the ground was 
cleared and ready to bear fruit ; but no seed was sown, and 
so of course weeds shot up in rank luxuriance. Nothing can 
exonerate those who neglected their duty at that time from 
the blame of these results. Then, love dwelt in every heart, 

* Schleiermocher's papen were Boon lestored to him ; but Amdt vat less 
fortunate. Ha wu mapended from hia prafeuoiBhip, and his papers were 
detuned for aeTeral jaus, though ho was at lut declarad perfectly inaocent. 
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and all were ready to welcome whatever was noble and good. 
Now, the tone of public feeling has degenerated, and God 
knows how it is to be raised. To me, our democrats are aa 
hateful as lackeys aping the ways of a despot. 



CCLIX 

RoHB, 2«th AuguH, ISIB. 

Since I wrote to yon this day week, your missing letter 
has come to hand, after a week's delay. Even the commu- 
nications which I have received from the ecclesiastical 
authorities have been opened without ceremony and detfuned 
on the road, of which I have made bitter complaints to my 
Minister. I conjecture that it takes place at Frankfort. 

You say that a life in Germany would now afford me little 
that was cheering, and I, too, clearly perceive this. In fact, 
I should onqnestionably remain here, in spite of all that I 
risk by doing so (about which I wrote to yon), if there were 
any hope that Gretchen'e health coiild be re-established, or 
even improve, in this country. 'Whether this will be the 
case in Germany we do not know, bat we must make the 
experiment. I believe that you yourself wiU pronounce me 
in the right, if, after a foil consideration of all the reasons 
against this step, I decide to take it as a duty towards my 
poor Gretchen. Indeed I assure yon that I could not do it 
without great sacrifices on my part, consequently am in no 
danger of being seduced by inclination. I have gained access 
here to papers which are preserved in a building where yoo 
cannot work in winter; believe me, I should resign them 
very unwillingly, and all the more so, as it may be anticipated 
that, since they have bdn there for eighty years untouched, 
they may probably remain unnoticed for ever, unless I profit 
by them. They are critical collections of extracts from 
manuscripts of Cicero's Orations, with the criticism of which 
I have been busily engaged ever since the winter, and of 
which, with these aids, I should be able to publish a regular 
edition. I have acquired a taste for critical researches into 
language, which formerly I was far from possessing. 
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The aspect of things in Germany is certainly in every 
respect un^eiidly and discouraging. You cannot unite 
with any party ; and a man of clear and correct views 
finds enemies on every side. I really look upon it as a 
blessing that I am not in Berlin at this moment; that is, if 
the unhappy circumstances which have occurred there could 
not have been averted, of nhich, however, I am not so fully 
convinced, if I could have taken a part in public affairs. 
Unfortunately our men do not perceive that in this case no 
coercive measures can avail ; indeed, nothing can do good 
but a government whose wisdom and virtue should put the 
deluded to shame, and win over and appease the univer- 
sities. My despatches have often given me an opportunity 
of expressing my views respecting the inward disease of all 
States ; and while no man can find so mnch as a pretext for 
denouncing me as an adherent of revolutionary sentiments, 
I have openly expressed my sense of the deficiencies of our 
government. 

I have Bought to make it intelli^ble that they are pre- 
suming and seeking for a conspiracy where there is a sect. 
The latter is perhaps more dangerous than the former, but 
it cannot be crushed, even if composed of men of a different 
stamp from those who took part in this hazardous enterprise 
among us ; a crusade against them is as fruitless as against 
a religious sect. Much has been done in ignorance : did the 
governments take the right course, they would rule over 
loving subjects, and a few fiery heads, such as always exist, 
would find no materials on which to work. Now, when the 
sect has acquired firmness and consistency, the only prudent 
course is to soothe them by adopting wise and good measures, 
neither yielding to them, nor yet directly irritating them. 
There has never yet been a sect which did not contain 
some grain of tmth, and this grain is what we must seek to 
appropriate ; if we do so, the residnum of folly and per- 
verseness will fall to pieces of itself before a firm yet kind 
opposition; but if yon attack it just as it stands, you often 
find it invincible, and at all events place yourself in a very 
dangerous position. I do not by this mean to deny that 
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there may be some actnal plotters behind the scenes ; but 
the number of such cannot be great, and they will no doubt 
know how to keep themselves concealed. 

I am again throwing myself with full energy into all kinds 
of oGcapation, and to a certfun extent with success. In fact 
by this means I grow calmer, and more able to forget the 
annihilation of all bright visions in the social world. I have 
finished my treatise on the historical acquisitions afforded 
by the Chronicle of Eusebios, which, among other things, 
contains the account of a whole period of the history of the 
SelucidEE. It has almost grown into a small book. 

This is a very unhealthy season. Thank Ood we keep 
free from the prevailing distempers. The numerous cases 
of sickness keep our dear, active Schmieder fully employed. 
There are many German artisans here, particularly from 
Switzerland, with their wives and families. Their misery at 
such a time is inconceivable, and hitherto they have often 
taken these poor creatures into the hospitals, and when 
there, if they refused to change their religion, have left them 
for days together without attention or food. The establish- 
ment of our Church will remove a part of this misery ; it 
will procure the means of help, and the poor will know to 
whom they may look for assistance. I cannot say too much 
of Schmieder's conduct in this, as in every other work. I 
feel much more happy in my own mind since he has been 
here. You see in him what genuine piety in any form makes 
of a noble spirit. .... 



I did not write to yon this day week, because I was ill, and 
did not know whether it might not become serious ; but I 
have been restored by prompt remedies. 

I do not know whether you have heard that a pamphlet 
has appeared in Paris, upon the so-called Secret Associations 
in France, which is written in a very good spirit, but, to 
judge from the extracts in the newspapers, cont^s many 
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errors and inaccuracieB, as to matters of fact. My name is 
mentioned in it, but with respect. Although, however, it does 
not speak of me as belonging to the Tugendbund, it is very 
impleasant to me to find it stated, that, in 1613, Gneisenau, 
Hnmboldt, and I, gave our approbation to the principles of 
this society. Now as I can stake my life upon it that I never 
was connected with any association, and malicions persons 
could easily take occasion from it to represent my former 
declarations as falsehoods, I felt much tempted to insert a 
letter on the subject in the French newspapers. I gave np 
the idea afterwards, becanse the ill-intentioned, who have 
always some misinterpretation at hand, would immediately 
have said that I sought to exculpate myself through fear, and 
because, in my position, I cannot openly express my feelings 
about the state of afTairs. 

And besides, even if I bad not been held back by my 
position as a servant of the State, other obstacles would 
have been in the way. Much as I disapprove of the course 
that has been taken, I could not publicly acquit many of my 
friends of having acted so that appearances were against 
them, nor of cherishing very perverted, although not guilty, 
sentiments. 

This opens a mournful prospect for me if I return to 
Germany. A sober man among drunkards is in a horrible 
position. Now my convictions are still the same as &ose 
which I expressed many years ago, and by which I drew down 
upon myself such absurd and venomous attacks from the 
Liberal party ; — that the change of forms which is necessai^-, 
and would save ns, cannot properly affect the sovereignty, but 
only the administration ; that the evils from which we are 
suffering, so far as they are the work of the executive power, 
are not connected so exclusively with the persons of those 
who are now in ofKce, but that we should be certain to expe- 
rience the same again, or others, after the introdnction of any 
representative system whatever; that the source of our 
maladies lies in our national manners and tone of thought. 
£ach man wants to govern, and thinks he can do it extem- 
pore ; if you doubt his capacity, lie feels himself insulted. 
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Bat no one is ready to bear burdens for the commonity. 
Eveiyvliere men make the most unreserved claims to a 
comfortable life at the cost of die State ; and this is, in fact, 
with most the source of their desire for change, conpled, 
howeTcr, mth a different and far more innocent motive, 
namely, such a long familiarity with scenes of violent chaaige 
and excitement, that their minds have grown habituated to 
them 

CCLII. 

TiTou, in Oelober, 1819. 

To-day I have some news to tell you, which is of no 
slight importance to me. X have received an official an- 
nouncement that my instmctionB are about to he sent off. 
This renders it nearly impossible for me to carry out my 
proposal of requesting my recal in December. Had I not 
to consider Gretchen's health, it might and would give me 
much gratification to find myself at last engaged on more 
important btisiness ; for a life in Germany to me would now 
be scarcely the shadow of my old life there. I look upon 
myself as one forgotten in my own country ; while here, the 
Pope and the Cabinet show me the most marked re8{)ect, 
kindnesa, and confidence. My health has improved : my 
powers have been refreshed by the work I have just gone 
through ; and I am ready at least to make an attempt to 
resume my History. If this attempt should not prove as 
successful as formerly, it will not be wholly fruitless ; and 
I shall have eased my conscience by the endeavour to fulfil 
a sacred duty towards my Milly. I have no fear of finding 
myself unable to conduct the negotiation well and skilfully ; 
but now comes one great drawback ; people in Germany 
make such absurd demands on the results of such a negotia- 
tion, that it is utterly impossible to satisfy them ; and when 
the affair is brought to the only practicable conclusion, I shall 
be decried without mercy. They imagine that if we only set 
to work in the right way, we might succeed in driving the 
Koman Court to reuoonce its principles and its pretensions, 
and to leave the bishops so fr^e that they could regulate 
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the Church according to their own pleasnre ; ftnd that, 
failing in this, the governments onght to break off all con- 
nection with Bome, and take the whole settlement of the 
Church into their own hands. But such people do not 
reflect that only a very small party among the Catholics 
would agree to such a course ; and that in many districts, 
particularly in the Bhenish provinces and Westphalia, nothing 
would so infallibly excite discontent and disaffection among 
the King's subjects as this compulsory emancipation; for 
though, doubtless, there would be no lack of persons willing 
to undertake the office of bishops, yet as such bishops would 
be schismatic, all true Catholics would consider every rite 
performed by them, or by any priest consecrated by them, as 
unlawful, nay, criminal. But, however difficult it may be to 
content both parties, this negotiation is indispensable ; and 
if it be at last brought to a happy conclusion, so many evils 
wUl be obviated, that from this higher motive I shall derive 
satisfaction from it, though it may occasion much that is 
unpleasant for me. 
But Oretchen's health ! . . . . 



CCLSIL 

Ron, 20th Odober, 1819. 

We returned to town again on Saturday, and it was well we 
did, for the autumn rain has been pouring down in torrents 
ever since. The severe and premature cold weather almost 
spoiled our stay on the slopes of the Apennines. Gretchen 
has been obliged to give up the grape cure. The children 
grew quite robust there. Amelia has at last taken courage 
to go alone ; she speaks much earlier than Marcos. The 
dear fellow is not at all jealous, and readily ^ves way to his 
sister ; he fondles her with intense delight, and calls her 
Ama mia/ He is a remarkably good child. 

The Carlsbad decrees* have made a most mischievous 

* Daring the agitatioii occMioued by Kotzabue's murder Bud ths inveatiga- 
tions to wliich it gave rise, He(t«rnich and Hsrdenbei^g agr«od to fill up tb« 
chaims left in the Act of Coiifedeiati<ni of 181 G, and, far thia purpose, to hold 
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impressioQ on the QermanB here, who are mostly young men, 
and many of them possessed by wild dogmas; from this 
we may easily gather the effect they will produce in Germany. 
A favourable impreasion they cannot make on any unbiassed 
mind. It is equally severe and ui^ust to have recourse to severe 
and coercive measures against a sect, which your very violence 
converts into a party, without in the least reforming your 
own proceedings, without redressing a single real grievance. 
How utterly without love, without patriotism, without joy, — 
how full of discontent and grudge must life be, where this is , 
the relation between the subjects and the governments I 
Onr ralera do not perceive that Prussia can only subsist 
upon a moral and spiritual basis, I know very well whose 
spiritual children the democrats are ; I know that you cannot 
allay their wild clamour, however well you govern, unless you 
do them the favour of adopting their senseless plans ; but 
they would be detached from the people at large, if the latter 
found that they were governed wisely and well. 

admiteritd conforacM >t Carlsbad, to wUch plempotentUriM from all th« 
Qemnii atatea were invited. The oonf erenoea began towarde tlie end of Jnlf. 
Their rotolto ware communicated to the Fnmkfort IMat, «ad the meazurea 
baaed upon tbam wen all brought In and aooepted unanimoiulr in one ilaj. 
They oonaiatad— 

L Of the appointment of a Commiamon to watoh over the execution of the 
decree* of the Diet, whioh were to mparaede the '>"*'i"e authoritiea in any 
Oerm&n atato, in case of an oppoaition on the part of the latter. 

IL Haamroa were to be taken to watch over the unireraitiea, and put down 
any indication of t reyolatioDary ipiiit among either the aludenta or the 
profMton. 

IIL A rigid oenaorahlp of the prtisa waa to be eatabliBbed. 

lY. The ^pointment of a. Central Committee for the inveatigation of all 
democntio attempta wat deoreed. This Conunittee ut mt ItUyence, and had 
power to CMiae the arrest of peraona on suapicion, in any part of Oemumj, and 
have tbam brought to Hayeaoc^ and detained there at) long aa might be found 
neceasary. 
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1820. 



In July, 1820, Niebuhr at last received his instruc- 
tioDB, after having waited for them four years. They 
arrived at a moment very unpropitious for negotiation, 
for the revolution in Naples broke out on the 7th of 
July, and it was rumoured, that on the l7th a similar 
rising was to take place at Rome, in accordance with a 
plan previously concerted with the insurgents of Naples. 
The expectation of an Austrian intervention prevented 
the revolt id Rome from coming to a head, but it could 
not secure the inhabitants from the risk of a sudden 
incursion of the bands of robbers who had been col- 
lected and organised in large bodies by the Neapolitan 
Carbonari. There were very few troops in Rome, and 
none whose fidelity could be relied on. 

Under these painful circumstances Madame Niebuhr 
was confined of a daughter on the 9th of August. 

Niebuhr's position waa very trying, as he could 
neither leave Rome so long as the Pope remained 
there, nor send his wife and children away without him, 
while, in the city, they lived in constant fear of being 
attacked by brigands and plundered, or carried off as 
hostages. At the same time, it was necessary to proceed 
with the negotiations, for which, however, the Roman 
government had little attention to spare at such a 
moment. This state of anxiety lasted till the arrival 
of the Austrians in the February following. 

During this autumn Niebuhr was also involved in 
some very unpleasant literary disputes. His edition of 
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the fr^ments he had discovered in the Vatican in 1816, 
had come out in May. About the same time, a Codex 
■was discovered by Peyron in Turin, which confirmed 
the arrangement of the fragments of Cicero's Oration 
for Scaurus, to which Niebuhr had been led by his 
own study of them. The Abb^ Mai, who could not 
forgive Niebuhr for having found so many defects in 
his edition of Fronto, and of the Armenian Eusebius, 
and regarded him with envy as a fortunate rival in the 
path of discovery, accused him in a public journal of 
having learnt from the Turin MS. what he had put 
forth as an original conjecture. Niebuhr was about to 
pubUsh an indignant defence, when Mai was persuaded 
by his friends, who represented to him the consequences 
of his proceeding, to retract and apologise for his state- 
ment in the same joiu-nal On this Niebuhr agreed to 
take no further notice of the matter. The same charge 
was, however, repeated, and in a much more malignant 
manner, soon after, in the " Bibliotheca Italiana." This 
he could not leave imanswered, and therefore printed 
a pamphlet in which he refuted the statement by the 
clearest proofs. In January 1821, Niebuhr received a 
letter from Peyron, stating, that though he had dis- 
covered the fragments in question in the previous 
March, he had not found the key to their arrangement, 
which was the subject of the accusation, until September ; 
consequently, not until three months after Niebuhr's 
edition had been in print. Peyron announced his 
intention of inserting this letter in a Roman journal ; 
the permission to do so was at first refused out of 
consideration to Mai, but Niebuhr succeeded at length 
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in extorting it from the goTernment, which he would 
hardly have accomplished but for his official position. 

lu spite of the unsettled state of political afffurs, the 
concourse of foreigners at Rome, in the winter of 1820, 
was unusually large. Prince Henry of Prussia, Prince 
Christian of Denmark, and the Crown Prince of Bararia, 
with many other distinguished personages, spent the 
winter there. This rendered it necessary for Niebuhr 
to enter into society so much more than he had done 
hitherto, that he was scarcely able to carry on his 
studies at all. He had, however, the great pleasure of 
receiving a visit fi'om Stein and his two daughters in 
December, and conversing once more with the great 
statesman upon the political topics that still lay nearest 
to his heart. 

Letters written in 1820. 



TO ICADAUE H&N9LER 

Rom, Id Jantiary, 1820. 

I cannot allow the coincidence of the New Year and the 
pOBt-day to pass without sending you a greeting, although it 
must be very short ; for to us this New Year begins like the 
last, with a severe illness of Gretchen's. She bears it with 
admirable patience, but it is a great calamity to oa all. I do 
not think that she is in any danger, bnt what a life it is that 
she leads, and for me too ? And what comfort have the poor 
children of their mother ? 

Thus onr immediate prospects on entering the New Year, 
are bat gloomy ; gloomy like our sky, in which the smi has 
seldom appeared for the last three months. As concerns the 
world at large, I shut my eyes to the future. I have never 
deviated from the straight path since the times have grown 
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80 difBonlt, any more than I did previously, and I shall 
contiuae to walk in it vith unswerviiig footsteps. So long as 
two months ago, I expressed my sentiments directly and 
openly to the King, on occasion of the well-known circular ;' 
I wrote tmreservedly to the Minister when the first arrests 
took place ; since then I have' expressed myself with equal 
freedom to the Crown Prince — I, whom the revolutionists, 
no doubt, call an enemy of freedom. And I shall continue 
to act with the same openness and leave the consequences in 

Ood's hand 

I most conclude, because my Marcos, who has been 
waiting patiently for nearly an hoiu-, is now begging me with 
tears to come aud play with him. Let me commend my dear 
angel children to your affection. 



Boic^ SSfwl Janmiy, 1S20. 

.... The deadening influence of the climate of modem 
Home is not common to many places in Italy, but wherever 
there is a similar climate, wherever this sirocco prevails, you 
see the same intellectual results. I will not remind you of 
the &ct that Borne remained quite barbarous np to the 
fifteenth century, but the stagnation of mind, and the inca- 
paci^ for all deeper insight and classical thought, which ha? 
displayed itself in later times, is by no means to be ascribed 
exclusively, or even chiefly to the government and its form. 
From that time to this, Rome has produced no poet, no great 
author of any description, not even artists, with one exception ; 
only one great philologist, and he has vrritten no connected 
work of magnitude. Pisa has just such a climate as Bome, 
aud, while at Florence the human mind was exhibiting the 
greatest activity and life in every direction, no man of 
intellect has arisen at Pisa, and all the great works of art, 

* A dreular, by i^ob Ibe different unbaandora were ealled upon to (tkte 
their viem with rsgard tq (he genenl political eondilioii of GamiMty. 
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which the wealth of that city has called into existence, haT« 
been executed by foreigners 

I think you will not hear without interest, that the republic 
of Geneva has sent me the freedom of the city. "With a good 
deal of trouble, I had succeeded in obtaining a papal decree 
separating the Catholic community of Geneva from the 
diocese of Chambery, and transferring it to the bishopric of 
Freiburg, in spite of the violent opposition of the court of 
Turin. Trifling and insignificant as the matter must appear 
to those unacquainted with the circumstances, you would not 
easily find, even among the most intricate negotiations, one 
beset with greater difficulties. This title of citizenship gives 
me quite a different sort of pleasure frvm any honour that 
could flatter my vanity ; though we shall all probably tMolc 
very difierently now of him who gave celebrity to the title 
citoyen de Qen^ve, from what we did thirty years ago. They 
also offered me a present of 8000 francs, which I declined on 
the spot. Do not let us qnestioQ whether this decision 
mi^t not possibly arise from an impure motive, instead of, 
as I think, from a pure and disinterested sentiment of 
lionour ; I really only know that it seemed to me unbecom- 
ing to accept such a recompense and to sell my services. 
You, who know me so thoroughly, will believe me when I 
say this. 

^Vhat do people say now to the state of things in France ? 
I have the sheets still by me, in which I exposed the 
absurdities and iuevitable consequences of the electoral law, 
and experience has justified every one of my predictions. 

If you can find a German translation of the History of the 
Kevolution in Naples, in 1799, read it. From that, you will 
see with your own eyes, what hopeless ruin is brought about 
by the want of sound practical sense, even in good men, who 
have been embittered by a bad government and are filled 
with chimeras. I know nothing more excellent of its kind. 

Snow has lain on the ground for two days. Such an 
occurrence puts the Romans beside themselves. All the 
schools, libraries, &c. are closed. Marcus is full of glee 
at this strange sight, and plays with it, as the children do 
with us. 
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Ct3LXV. 

BoH^ Uh Ptbruari/, 1820. 

The detention of your letter beyond the limits of the long- 
past interval of delay assigned, is not only a sabject of regret 
to me this time, bat, coapledwith the onoeremonioas opening 
of your last, it makes me uneasy on several accounts. In the 
first place, I fear lest those whose office it is to inspect letters 
at Frankfort, should suppress yours entirely, of which there 
have been instances ; in the next, that by twisting the sense 
they may use it as a corpus delicti, het us, however, be 
rather more cautious in the exposition of our feelings and 
views, and thus avoid, for God's sake, the interruption of a 
correspondence without which I cannot live. 

.... [After repeating his reasons for leaving Rome, he 
thus proceeds] : — 

I hope that you too will see that I could not act otherwise. 
I am well aware of what I sacrifice if I go ; my health has 
improved, Sec. Do not fancy either, that I imagine that in 
another climate, and under different personal relations, my 
intellect would once more become what it was. That 
depended upon other conditions. I am now a lopped tree, 
which may put forth green bou^is again, but whose glory has 
departed with its spreading branches. 

That I look forward to the decision with an anxious and 
heavy heart, you will conceive. And besides that, there are so 
many other things to make me feel anxious and sad. A storm 
seems gathering on the frontiers of Germany ; and though 
I have rejoiced that in France a man had found the place 
which Nature called him to occupy, and have hoped it would 
be x>oB8ible to arrest the spirit of revolution which an am- 
bitious man had called up, in order to keep the reins of a 
power for which he had no vocation, a short time longer in 
his hands ; I fear now that the destroying fates will triumph 
in that country. And, however deeply we must abhor the 
tyranny in Spain^ no immediate redemption can be expected 
from a revolt, followed by the proclamation of the most 
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Beneeleas constitution that was ever hatched, but onlj misery 
and civil war. 

I am an anti -revolutionist, and from principle ; bat I am 
80 likewise from my antipathy to revolutionary ideas, which 
would be in themselves repugnant to me, such as they are 
when conceived in shallow brains, even if they led to no 
results whatever. At the same time, however, I hope you 
will give me credit for the most decided hatred to despotism, 
though I would not attempt, nor do I think it possible, to 
counteract it by evoking the demon of revolution. Dreamii^ 
will do no good ; we must think : and we must rather resign 
ourselves to an evil, than wish the gates of bell to open upon 
uB. But, believe me, I am not so unfair as to condemn those 
who merely dream, and wish this in their dreams, though I 
could weep tears of blood that such errors should he 
possible. I know that noble minds may be thus led astray ; 
bnt when the confosions they excite, deprive as of all the 
modicum of liber^ still left to us, I have a right to be 
indignant. I am not now referring to the bad men who 
form the ringleaders ; they are morally criminal ; wisdom 
would not treat them as politically criminal, — even if some 
among them are so, on which I wiU not decide, — ^for if you 
touch them, you make mar^n^ of them. The only salvation 
would be to rule with conscientiousness, virtue and love ; 
and by this means the goal would infallibly be reached ; and 
on our side, to become better, more virtuous, and more 
contented. No government could succeed, in the long run, 
in carrying out pernicious measures against a strong people, 
inspired by good and noble sentiments, and fulfilling its 
duties faithfully and conscientiously. To wish to bring 
about a better state of things by revolutions which generally 
owe their origin to the base motives of their leaders, and in 
which bad means are invariably resorted to, is to pay homage 
to the jesiutical maxim, that it is lawful to make use of bad 
means to . accomplish a (supposed) good object. I shall 
adhere to these principles, although I foresee that malice 
will persuade folly, on the one side that I am a revolutionist, 
on the other hand, that I am a foe to freedom. Strange I 
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that I am not misimderetood in France and England, where 
I am daily becoming better known. 

Kot to conceal &om you the good qualities of Gome, I 
must tell yon that the spring is already so far advanced, that 
at this moment, some hours after sunset, a knot of the 
conunofi people are singing to the guitar under the windows 
of my room, in which I have no fire : the Carnival has 
begun, and does impart some vivacity to these inanimate 
ItaUans. 

I am very tender-hearted to-day; I have had an affecting 
dream, which transported me to past times with snch 
vividness, that their scenes have been floating before me all 
day with a half reality. . . ; . 



CCLXTL 

Bold, i5A ManA, 1320. 

This time too, the apprehensions aroused by the non- 
arriTHl of your dear affectionate letter have been happily 
dispelled. 

I could wish that our authorities would make it a maxim 
as much as possible, to promote the sons of landed pro- 
prietor in the army in preference to others. This is not 
a question of the possession, or absence, of noble birth, 
but of a particular species of fixed and independent pro- 
perty. For people who possess a fixed and independent 
income, the army is a worthy occupation, vbich they may 
resign without becoming a burden on t^e State, and tiien 
live with dignity in tlie country. It is in this way, and 
by filling offices like those of the justices of the peace in 
England, that the gentry becomes respectable; with a 
genuine gentry all depends npon these characteristics, not 
upon what we generally nnderstand by the term nobility. 
The war has left us far too many young officers without 
property, many of whom have been withdrawn from other 
professions. The great point is, that each should have 
a fixed mode of life, an appropriate calling ; so that the 
people at large may not wander from the manifold paths of 
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hnman activity, and throw themselTes on the one road of 
governing. On queationa reapecting the State, and the 
highest subjects of this higti art, — for which there U a pecu- 
liar talent, and an aptitude for cultivatioD just as mach as for 
the other arts, and which is just as rare as other talents, — 
dogmas are now enunciated with an arrogance and a super- 
ficialitj, which maat provoke, or grieve all men of penetration. 
People praise and decry without knowledge of mankind, 
without insight into pohtical science, without understanding 
the aims, the means, or the difficulties of their rulers. 

That people should form a correct judgment respecting 
persons and circumstances with which they never come in 
contact, no one can demand ; bat we have a right to 
demand, that those who have not the means of seeing to 
the bottom, should express their opinions modestly. Under 
the terror of wild revolutions, all Europe is congealing into 
an iron despotism, and Germany is drifting towards foreign 
servitude. 

Spain, likewise ! For King Ferdinand no punishment can 
be too severe;" but remember my prophecy ; the constitu- 
tion, if really carried out, cannot subsist six months: such a 
monster of anarchy I A great part of the country, nay, whole 
provinces, have not the least wish for it ; and, in this instance, 
too, no higher wisdom has been recognised than the idol of 
smooth uniformity, to which millions are required to sacrifice 
their feelings and Uieir freedom t In such a case, nothing 
but a military government can exist, and even under such a 
role, one leader must contend with another, until one gains 
the victory, and in his turn comes to be overthrown. 

We are tending towards that condition in the Bomau 
Empire, when absolute sovereigns reigned without hereditary 
succession. Our hereditary monarchies are a blessing, which 
win be recognised when it is lost. Not that every hereditary 
dynasty is so — ^in Spain, for instance, it has greatly sinned. 
But that any sudden catastrophe is the greatest misfortune, 
I feel with the fullest conviction. 

* A militaryiunirrecUonin th« JaDuaiyof thisyev bad proved luoooMful, 
and F«rdiiiBiid had been compelled to Bwear ta the cotulitution of Chs Corte*. 
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CCLXVIL 

ttoia, eth May, IS20. 

I tbink you, too, voold allow that one could hardly find a 
better and more amiable child than Marcns. He wins all 
hearts — his openness, his joyous senBibiJity, and the absence 
of all disagreeable wa^, give everybody a steady liking 
for him. His little outbreaks of self-will, which ncYer go 
so far as ill-temper, and the reproofs for them, which he 
receives with tears, are always followed by remarkably good 
behaviour. He is quite free from the ugly &ult of covetous- 
ness. He dally shows indications of a good heart, which 
make me love him more and more. I trust that he will 
grow up a very simple character, without show and preten- 
sion. May God preserve his present fine and noble nature ! 
I have not seen in him a sin^e spirituel trait, and it may be, 
perhaps, that my father may in all respects live over again 
in him. He will have very good abilities for learning 
and retaining. He knows his letters. He does not yet take 
much interest in stories ; but all the more in seeing things, 
and when I walk with him I tell him the names of every- 
thing, of buildings, &c. His perceptive powers are excellent. 
Thus, for instance, he distinguishes marble from totvertine. 
very correctly, and the latter often from peperine. The 
less lively his imagination is, so far, the less need I hesitate 
in reading the poets aload to him, as Boon as he likes to hear 
them. On this account, however, it is a pity that he is so 
backward in German, and that there is no readable Homer 
in Italian ; else it must familiarise a child much more wiUi 
the ancient poets, and bring them nearer to him, to be able 
to show him the statues in the museums. I shall for the 
present direct the whole coarse of bis instruction mostly to 
visible and living objects. 

You ask abont Spain, and I think I can give you a very 
decided answer. The constitution deserves all the evU that, 
is aaid of it, and is as wretched and shallow a piece of parch- 
ment, as has seen the light anywhere, since it has been the 
fashion for people to employ their odd hours in framiug 
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cobstitutions ; not to mention the fact, that it renders it 
impossible to retain America, whose share in the representa- 
tion, even taking only the white population into account, 
is, in every point of view, so disproportionately small, that it 
remains practically without any part in the government, and 
is moreover absolutely compelled to protest against the 
uniformity of legislation. So too, the Cortes of 1610 drove 
the Americans to rebellion, and the greatest atrocities took 
place under their government in Mexico, while their fall 
brought Mexico into subjection again, just because they had 
been hated to the last degree. The eqaalisation of all the 
Spanish provinces of the peninsula is an absiu^ty, and as 
great an injustice towards Biscay, as were the violent 
measores which the Directory adopted to compel the Swiss 
to uni^. Since the supreme power is placed without limita- 
tion in the hands of a hundred and eighty men, who are 
chosen on no other grounds, at least at present, than their 
political fanaticism and for speeches which sound magnificent 
to fools, nothing can be more certain than that the proceedings 
of such an assembly win be marked by a totalwant of wisdom, 
and the most arbitrary exercise of power. This would be 
the case, even if they found no opposition ; but they will find 
opposition, and excite it ; in the first place, from the pro- 
vinces which find their privileges attacked, like Biscay, and 
from those which desire something quite different, namely a 
federative republic, like Catalonia and Galicia ; in the second 
place, from the chiefs of the army, who have already, in 
1S13, refused to obey an imperious and ridiculoos assembly, 
and who, with some isolated exceptions, do not trouble 
themselves in the least about the constitution, but only care 
to get power into their own hands. If these parties should 
rise agmnst each other, the now insignificant faction of the 
King, and the much more powerful one of the clei^, would 
mingle in the strife — gun nothing for themselves, but make 
confusion worse confounded. 

The Spaniards, with the exception of the Catalonians, 
who differ little from the French, are divided into two classes, 
which are as different as any two nations; the people. 
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GspecUUy the iuhabitaots of the country and the counby 
towns, which, at least np to the tune of the war, had remained 
nearly what they were fonr ' centuries ago ; and the educated 
ranks, whose mental cultivation is entirely French. I am 
reading just now a survey of the Castilian poetry by 
Qnintana, their most celebrated author, and it is really 
disgusting to see not only how entirely destitute he is of aU 
feeling for the magnificence and genius of the Spanish 
literature, but how his own language ia crammed with 
GaUicisms, so that his book, translated literally into French, 
would read like an original work, bat one below the average 
of mediocrity. The Spaniards have never understood either 
how to obey or to command ; certainly, not how to govern, 
except as despots ; not only in the revolutionary war, but 
throughout the whole course of their old history, nothing has 
been accomplished by masses of men, but always by detached 
bands. They are the only nation ^hom you can call in its 
essence — the common people — truly poetical ; the cultivated 
classes have quite lost this beantiM characteristic, and 
have not acquired in its stead those qualities which cannot 
spring up where that exists. Pride has always been the 
distinguishing feature of the Spaniards ; in the very heat of 
the revolutionary war, many generals were faithless to the 
common cause (although the number of actual traitors was 
extremely small), because they were too proud to take an 
inferior position. Hatred ia much more common among 
ihem than love and Mendship ; the slightest offence converts 
friends into deadly enemies. These are - no elements of 
"freedom. Were it not for the compact power of France, I 
would wish nothing better for Spiun than that she might 
become a federative State, ^ce the monarchy has once for 
all been trifled away : only, without some special good fortune, 
I hardly think that such a State could sustain the first severe 
shock, and maint^n itself till the people had become habi- 
tuated to it. If King Ferdinand's conduct had not been 
quite BO unbearable, a sudden revulsion in favour of abso- 
lute monarchy would have been very possible, such as took 
place in 1814, when there were universal rejoicings over the 
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fall of the Cortes (for the truth of this &ct ie quite certain) ; 
hut he has acted too insanely. 

One good trait of the Spaniardfl U integrity in money 
matters, and not a single accusation haa ever been brought 
gainst the Cortes in this respect. How different is it here 
in Italy ! What ia to become of Italy, if a revolution break 
out, one cannot even imagine. Thorongfaly bad as the 
government of the prieats is, I declare with full conviction, 
that if the power were to fall into the hands of other classes 
here, the state of afi^rs would he incomparably worse. 

During the last few days I have been reading with great 
interest a quite forgotten, though printed pamphlet of the 
year 1420, entitled, "A Project for the Peloponnesus;" it 
furnishes a remarkable instance of how men look to revolu- 
tionary changes in the legislature for real help, in times of 
utter national decay, when in fact no resource remains, and 
improvement &om such a quarter is a sheer impossibility. 
It contains the fundamental ideas of the French economists 
from the pen of a Byzantine scholar 



CCLXvm. 

TU>itt,2iikJitM,n20. 

.... I have been obliged to begin an entirely new and 
different life here from my earlier one, and this is a miser- 
able thing. Perhaps I am better than you ever knew me ; 
more patient, more self-sacrificing, freer from selfishness, 
more reasonable. If so, I owe it to having children to trun, 
and to my duties towards the children and mj poor 
Gretchen. 

With regard to my political views and convictions, I have 
the repose of that unshakeable conviction which results from 
the immediate intuition of the truth ; and opposite opinions 
do not irritate me, because they cannot perplex me for a 
moment. All comes to pass just as I had long ago foreseen 
and foretold, and all that I now foresee will also come to pass. 
There are men whom I have never seen, with whom I could 
act in perfect concert, because what tliey say and thiuk is as 
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if it came &oin my inmost soul. Sach aa oae is the minister 
de Serre, who saw as I did three years ago, then allowed 
himself to be led astray by yielding his conviction to that of 
his friends ; whose heart is broken for his error ; and who 
now presents, perhaps, the most tragic spectacle in Europe, 
that of a man who is sacrificing his life to atone for an error, 
althongh it is too late to remedy it, and that which is 
intended as b remedy is still an evil, thongh certainly of 
infinitely less magnitude. A year and a half ago, I said to a 
friend of de Serre, " Yonr friend will soon wish to bny back 
ihe words he has uttered with his life, but I cannot therefore 
cease to love and revere him." 

The night before last, I read throuj^ a thick packet of 
pamphlets from Spain. What empty bombast, what miser- 
able twaddling, what a dark night without a ray of hope 1 
In Spain, there are perhaps many well-intentioned persons 
on the revolutionary side ; hundreds of thousands are exas- 
perated, and with justice. On the other side, there is, 
perhaps, nothing healthy and good; but the shallowness 
and incapacity of the well-meaning among the revolutionists 
throws their game into the hands of the rogues among them, 
and is in itself enough to ruin everything. They will strive 
after a republic with uniformity and despotism, and it will 
end with a military dictatorship. In the Ministry, a second 
party have already attained the height of reputation, and 
even these are already beginning to decline. 

.... I have had a hterary pleasure in reading the 
Froven9al Troubadours which have come out in France. 
They display a beauty such as I had never dreamed of. 
They are far above their reputation. The new poems of 
Lamartine are also beautiful. We can get nothing here from 
Germany, and for new books, I am almost entirely limited to 
French literature. 
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CCLXIX 

BoMi^ Ssa Juts, 1B20. 



Three weeks ago, I wrote you in haste the news of the 
revolution that had suddenly broken out in Naples, and a 
fortnight ^o, I sent you an equally hurried letter, saying 
that we are anticipating Bimilar occurrences here. My 
silence will have made yon uneasy, but it was impossible 
to write 

Our fear that a rerolution would break out here also, 
was no chimera. A plan, intended to put the people into a 
ferment, was fortunately discovered and irustrated, and, by 
a still greater piece of good fortune, the leaders of the 
Neapolitan revolution, who had previously formed con- 
spiracies throng the whole of Italy as they found oppor- 
tunity, had grown shy of carrying on proceedings which 
might draw down a storm on their own heads, while they 
might otherwise hope to remain undisturbed. Hence they 
rejected the proposals of the Roman malcontents, though 
they had stirred up a revolt at Beneventum and Pontecorvo 
only a week before. These circumstances give us some 
security ; though security is not the right word, for any 
accident may cause the tempest to burst here too. The 
. populace is extremely ill affected towards the goTemment, 
and after all the changes that have taken place in the 
world, and in men's minds, an ecclesiastical government can 
scarcely have any stability in itself. 

The army cannot be relied on ; if it were not for that, we 
might sleep in peace, weak as it is in numbers ; for without 
an external impulse which would justify our worst fears, the 
population of Rome will certainly not stir. 

But things cannot remain quiet for any length of time, if 
the revolutionary party in Naples should maintain themselves 
in power, or if, as appearances betoken, the agitation there 
should resolve itself into a wild anarchy. 

In the first case, the present authorities of Naples would 
gain courage, in which they are very deficient at present ; in 
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the second, bands of men would farce their way over the 
frontiers. 

The Neapolitan revolution, accomplished apparently with 
sach qnanimity, and without acta of violence, as great pains 
are taken to report, may appear a very splendid affair at a 
distance, bat seen near, it is a dreadful and melancholy 
occurrence. Not that the former government was good, 
and worthy of respect, — ^far from it ; it was superficial and 
foolish ; not tyrannical, but the tases it imposed were very 
bnrdensome. 

The revolution has been effected, on the one hand, by 
ambitious officers, on the other by the lodges of the Carbo- 
nari, who are in every respect the wildest and most execrable 
class of Jacobins. The two parties have worked side by 
side and together, bat not for the same end. The most 
widely differing views prevail in the different provinces. 
Aptilia, for instance, and others, want to secede, and form 
separate republics. This is, at bottom, the characteristic 
tendency of the Italians now, as in the Middle Ages. The 
idea of unity exists in some large towns among the very 
small class of educated persons, and those who hope to 
get higher and more lucrative posts in a larger State. It 
is espoused by the army. At the present moment, not a 
creature pays the taxes in the Neapolitan territory, and the 
State is obliged to pay not only the soldiers, but also the 
thousands of Carbonari who have enlisted in the ranks. 

Among the new ministers, there is one whom I know well 
by reputation, and to some extent personally, Connt Zorlo,* 
an excellent man, whom the King ought to have called in 
long ago; but already the Carbonari are calling for his 
head, and very likely he will have to be sacri&ced. They 
are endeavouring at Naples to arm the most respectable 
citizens, and to turn the armed Carbonari out of the city. 
If they succeed in both attempts, and if General Fepe will 
lower the insolence of his tone, the government may maintain 
itself for a time, till the Cortes assemble, when, indeed, the 
confosiiAi of Babel will certainly commence. Meanwhile, 



* He IukI been minuter under Hunt 
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however, they are risking the defection of most of the 
provinces, 

We know as yet very few dettuls of the horrors of Palermo.* 
The people at Naples seek to draw a veil over them. So 
maoh is certain, that the massacres lasted five days ; the 
troops fired upon the people ; the soldiers were fired on from 
the houses, and even the nans poured boiling water on them. 
National hatred and party hatred hare had free scope. 
According to the smallest estimate, three thousand persona 
have perished. Seven hundred galley-Blaves were let loose 
to assist in the attack on the soldiers. These united 
themselves afterwards with the dregs of the populace in 
committing all imaginable atrocities. The Prince della 
Cattolia, a man of great beneficence, was murdered, and his 
head and limbs carried about on pikes. All the gates were 
shut, and there was no bread left in the town. It is con- 
jectured, that the soldiers who were taken prisoners have 
died of hunger. This is revolution for you I 

And we should have had just such scenes to expect here, 
where, besides the other prisoners, and the innumerable 
criminals who go about at large, eight hundred are shut up 
in houses of correction ; and there is no army, nor national 
guard, that can be depended on. The most fiigbtfiil case 
of all would be, if tbe revolution here broke out among the 
populace, who would instantly begin to plunder. A military 
revolution passes over quietly, as &r as private individuals 
are concerned. 

The Carbonari in Naples would have arrested and 
murdered ell the Sicilians of rank. Some of them the 
government has been obliged to send to a fortress, in order 
to save their hves. 

At Benevento, murders have been committed out of sheer 
wantonness. This, too, would never have reached our ears, 
but that Benevento is a Papal town. The proclamations 
issued by thc^e who are in authority there, show them to be 

* The SicUiuis did not tnut the new conatjtiitjoiial govenlmMil) mud 
wiEhed for the indepandeDce of fScil;. Th«ir naUUnoe continued for hiiqb 
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fellows of the lowest class ; their chief had bees previonsly 
in the galleys. 

Under Bach circumBtances, one can think of nothing else, 
and most be heary-hearted. Then, too, there is the fear, 
which is becoming very general, that through the anarchy 
prevailing in Naples, the plagne may be allowed to spread 
from M^orca to Italy. It is raging to a fearful extent in 
that island ; whole villages have been depopulated, and the 
bouses destroyed since by fire. But the cordon has been 
broken, and thus the whole island is probably infected. 

It was most intensely hot weather here till Sunday evening, 
90° Beanmur, in the sun up to 45°; and we have had no 
rain for two months. Either firom this, or accidentally, or 
from incendiarism, some woods have caught fire ; more than 
two square Q-erman miles, containing 25,000 olive trecB, 
vineyards, &c., have been laid in ashes. 

Under such circmnstances I have to condact a negotiation, 
* the issue of which would be problematical, even if everything 
were qoiet ; for which no one here has now any attention to 
spare, and at which I am nevertheless obliged to work as 
ardnonsly, under the burden of the oppressive heat, aa if we 
could look forward to a long and secure fntore. I have 
Bncceeded very well with the principal part of the busincBS, 
bat I have worked myself almost ill with it. 

.... Moltke went to Naples some time since. Charles 
seems to be a noble-minded youth. 



CCLXX, 

Rome, 2Snf &p(Mi«r, 1820. 

You will ascribe it to the disturbances and my inteiruptions 
that X did not write last week. 

Qretchen will tell you with her own hand about herself 
and our little Lucia. Amelia, sweet child, grows more and 
more affectionate in her ways. Marcus is always a source 
of joy to us. His nature is thoroughly good, and his faculties 
become more and more harmonious as they develope them- 
selves. He has a very quick understanding. .... 
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You inquire the origin of the Carbonari. They were 
orif^ally Qothing more than a development of freemasomy, 
aod it might perhaps be said tbat all the freemasons in Italy 
are Carbonari, or Gnelphs, or Adolphs, &c., thonglt Uie 
converse would not hold good ; for the derived associations 
have attained a mach wider extent than the parent society. 
When the French invaded Italy in 1796, and occupied 
Bome in 1798, Naples in 1799, the revolution had been 
prepared in the lodges of the freemasons, and, vrith e few 
exceptions, all the freemasons declared for it. The gene- 
ration who were then growing np, without affection for 
anything, striving only after commotion, still harboured 
under the French rule a longing for ferment and change, 
while the elder generation, especially those whom we term 
cultivated people, attached themselves with joy to the 
government of Buonaparte, whose legislation afforded them 
the realisation of all that, according to their system, they 
demanded as that without which there can be no salvation ; 
viz. : new codes of law, equal inheritance, the removal of all 
corporations, convents, &c. ; some of which measures were 
wholesome, some injudicious, and some Titally penucious. 
When the name Carbonari came into use, I do not know ; 
but the class already existed in the provinces under Murat 
They did not, however, attain much importance till after- 
wards, when they were joined by the party of Murat, 
which certainly was a carious amalgamation. They have 
the greatest variety of objects, from the unity of aU Italy 
under a Buonapartean, to her dissolution into a federative 
Bepublic. Of course by far the majority of them simply 
follow their leaders blindfold, and large numbers have no 
object, that is, they only desire anarchy. The tendency 
to a federative republic prevails, however, to the greatest 
extent among those who have the most practical truth in 
their views, as it does in Spain and Portogal, which the 
revolutionists would divide into seven republics. To this 
the armies are opposed, except in so far as their chiefs may 
influence them on the condition of becoming presidents 
themselves. The conspiracy lately discovered at Naples to 
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murder the Ministers, showB what we have to expect when 
the pBTliament shall be asBemhled. There are nmubers of 
the dergy among the Carbonari, eapeciaUy monks, who lost 
their taste for a conventual life daring the secularisation ; 
they have many members, too, among the inferior nobility. 
A part of the h^her nobles were with them also at first, 
attracted by the promise of an aristocratic constitution. 

Our baby will be chnstened to-morrow in our chapel. She 
will be called Lucia Dorothea Elizabeth. Freddy, Cornelius, 
the Goschens, and the Bnnsens are her sponsors. 



CCLXXL 

Boiu, Ulh OdoUr, 1820. 

The time of terror is BtiU deferred &om day to day ; the 
danger of cont^on and of an internal explosion is dispelled 
by the assembling of the Austrian troops, but that of an 
invasion, which should throw everything into anarchy, is 
still as threatening as before : and, in such a case, one must 
either remain, or if flight were still possible, leave all one's 
possessions behind. Most people are careless enough to 
entertain no further apprehensions, because the invasion 
has been delayed beyond all expectation. Now it is cer* 
tainly true, that the Neapolitans, if they have good counsel 
among them, and remember the events of the war between 
1798 and 1815, must halt their army on their own &ontier, 
where they can take up veiy advantageous positions. But 
this would not prevent a corps of Carbonari, with their fol- 
lowers, from coming here, as soon as the Austiians advance 
from the opposite side, and such an incursion is naturally 
much worse than the entrance of a tolerably disciplined 
army. One great thing is, that fugitives from hence would 
find it very difficult, if not impossible, to leave in a hurry, 
because hundred of carriages would quit the city at once, 
and not more than twenty post horses are provided at 
any stage ; eighty could not possibly be mustered, for no 
horses are used in agriculture here, not to mention that the 
first four or five stages are in a desert. We must console 
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ourselves with thinking that ve might be still worse oS. 
The Sardinian ambassador, a mtai whom I like much, has 
seven children and a veiy aged father in hia house; the 
latter is so weak that he cannot bear the motion of a carriage, 
and has to be carried in s litter. 

Will the Neapolitans offer a vigorous resistance ? The 
army certainly will not ; according to all appearances, it will 
present in the field nothing but scenes of disgraceful 
cowardice ; it is certain that the soldiers have already dis- 
played timidity. So too the Palennitaos behaved miserably 
in the field. In Naples itself, a similar resistance may be 
offered to that in Palermo, where horrors occurred over which 
it is sought to draw a veil. The upper classes had ffed 
from the city, and the lowest populace certainly fought 
with an heroic fury. This class, however, took far more 
interest in the matter than the corresponding class in 
Naples ; for althon^ eveiy one is now enrolling himself 
among the Carbonari, it is only done ih order to obtain 
recommendations, favours, or impunity for crimes. There 
will be no lack of assassinations, and shots from behind 
hedges. 

The leaders reckoned on an insurrection in France, or 
they would not have ventured so far. They are a thoroughly 
bad set, but we must not refuse to admit that in the 
capital the cause has been j(»ned by men of talent, of 
whom there is not in general such a deficiency in Naples 
as in Home. 

G-od only knows what the issue will be ; tra^o it muet be 
in any case. The bloodlessness of this last revolution is a 
delusive appearance. Blood enough has flowed in Sicily 
alone, and many single murders have occurred in Naples, 
but have been hushed up. In Spain too, eight and twenty 
have been condemned to death at one time, and in many 
towns, fights have taken place which have been accompanied 
with loss of life ; those executions are but the commence- 
ment. Paladini and his accompHces, who have been arrested 
at Naples, intended to assassinate the Ministers. For the 
rest, in Spain civil war is inevitable ; whole districts are 
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opposed to the new order of things ; whole provinces wish, 
on the contrary, for a federative republic, and on the third 
and following days, Kiego and his companions intended to 
mnrder the King and Prince Carlos, and to depose the 
Ministers; and at the same time, another revolatioQary party 
planned to take advant^e of the indignation excited by 
these machinations to pat an end to the Cortes, and over- 
throw these same Ministers. All hope of founding a system 
of order and law is lost in this horrible confusion. If the 
revolution take root, one can only look for a military rule, 
or, after long unspeakable conflicts and misery, for a republic 
on the American footing, which is, in truth, the most un- 
profitable and distasted to all the wants of our heart and 
intellect which can be imagined. All higher individuality, 
nay, all true private life disappears, where only low political 
interests are the ruling topic, and barbarism draws close 
upon us. 

It is impossible but that the coquetting vrith Catholicism, 
which is now in fashion among a certain class, should come to 
an end ; it is altogether too untruthful and revolting a comedy. 
Here in Italy, &ith in the Church has so completely died 
out, that the mummy would fall into dust at the first hard 
blow. But what will replace it, God knows, since there is 
not a human throb in the heart of these people, end not a 
want is felt beyond those of the animal nature. It is just 
the same among the educated classes in Spain, where 
religion is regarded as an insupportable yoke. 

Some time ago, you called the present rapid spread of 
dishonesty, a consequence of the extinction of religion. I 
do not know whether the generation which we saw around 
us in our youth still retained, in general, much religion ; 
they too, for the most part, had grown up in an age when the 
old respect for religion no longer subsisted. But they had 
grown up with habits of peaceable endurance, of economy, 
and moderation in their requirements, and were still imbued 
with the old maxims of integrity and honour, which must 
not be ascribed entirely to reli^ous belief, but in great 
measure to their condition as citizens. When every one 
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makeE claims to a, higher standing than he possesses, not 
from a correct comparison of himself with others and a 
conscionsnesB of his true worth, but from ambition and 
unfounded presumption ; — when all sense of duty is extin- 
goished, and all family feeling Tanishes ; — when men are no 
longer intent upon laying a foundation for their children's 
future fortunes, bat want to live luxuriously in show and 
splendoor, the course of things must be what it is ; and the 
unhappy generation who have been ne^^ected by their parents, 
and grown up under the deadening influence of constant 
dissipation and amusement, auk into crime and barbarism. 
You can scarcely see a sadder sight than a great part of the 
youths in this city ; they are, without exception, warm 
(so-called) friends of freedom ; for freedom means with them 
to know nothing and to learn nothing, and yet to be puffed 
up with conceit and to do whatever their hearts lost after. 
Among the elder men, there is a poor sort of learning ; still 
it is a sort, and gained by real work, though of a stnpid 
kind. The younger men are much duller still. Old troths 
have become something quite foreign, and of new truths 
there is not even a germ, so that nothing but crude force can 
take effect — this alone has any truth to them. 

The people can no longer afford to pay the taxes, and if 
an army make a revolution, onopposed by the people 
because they find their state unbearable, the first thing will 
be, that the soldiers will insist on an increase of their pay, as 
has taken place in Spain and Naples. The end may be, that 
the troops divide the land among themselves in districts, and 
give rise to a new feudalism. 

I have brought my negotiation to a conclusion, with the 
exception of a few unimportant points on which a decision 
has to come from Berlin, and I may say a brilliant conclusion. 
Semstorff* reci^mses this warmly. 

With regard to myself, I have no plans at all at present, and 
leave everything to Providence. On Marcus' account I should 
now prefer staying here for another twelvemonth 

* The Hinkter of Foreign Afbira. 
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BoHE, 23fA a«oi«r, 1S20. 

The monih is drawing to a close without any calamity 
having oTertaken ns ; and that is more than I, or probably 
you, had expected. Among the Boman populace itself, the 
fear of foreign troops has long since quenched all disposition 
to rash attempts ; and, in Naples, the power of the govern- 
ment, who expect nothing hut great calamities from a war, 
is jast now sufficietit to restrain the madmen who expected 
all the advantages of plunder from an irruption into the 
neighbouring country, without great peril, because ihey 
could run out again in time. Meanwhile the decisive event 
is approaching, and can hardly be delayed so long as a 
fortnight ; and for this interval we must pray Ood for his 
merciM protection. 

The annulling of the capitulation of Palermo, will have 
given your quick sense of justice a standard by which to 
judge of these revolutionists. The Sicilians demanded 
nothing more than their established right of a separate 
government — like Holstein from Denmark ; and the decree 
that every town, great or small, should have an equal vote, 
was the most decisive refutation of the charge, that Palermo 
wanted the sovereignty of the island for herself. Will this 
perfidious cancelling of the articles of capitulation be also 
called in Germany a brave and splendid deed, as so many 
of a similar kind in the French Bevolation have been ? 
The interior of Sicily is still in foil revolt, in which more- 
over the whole population takes part ; while in Naples it is 
a mere fragment of the nation that takes any interest in the 
new regime, from which people neither expect a lightening 
of their burdens, nor the removal of any real grievance. 

St«in is to arrive here in December — a meeting which I 
never expected. I have already received several letters from 
him written in a mild and friendly tone. My only fear is, 
that the disorder in his eyes will have made him peevish ; 
else, what would I not give, to see any one here with whom I 
could converse on the subjects that refresh my heart ! 
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.... Have any little pieces and fragments, written in 
bis (^oriouB youthinl period, come to light in the new edition 
of Ooethe ? Any firagments of the Wandering Jew, or his 
Mahomet ? Or the deified Demon of the Woods ? 



cx:;LXXin. 

Roiu, nth Novtntber, 1S20. 

The post has brought me no letter from yoo, and now, all 
letters are opened. 

You will perhapa have seen &om the newspapers, that the 
Neapolitan government has given notice to the Roman, that 
their troops will advance as soon as the Austrians do so. 
No fault can reasonably be found with this. But thus the 
critical moment for us is at hand. Remain, the ambassadors 
cannot, if the Pope goes away, who, on his part, must not 
wait the arrival of revolutionary troops, and run the risk of 
being carried off. How desperate the chances of escape 
are, I have already told you. Our property must, in any 
case, be left at stake. The insubordination and want of 
discipline that already exists among the Neapohtan troops, 
is unparalleled. By way of doing all that is possible, I 
have taken a trustworthy Piedmontese into my service, who 
mast look after my tJiiugs as far as he can. 

The Neapolitan parliament are acting in the most sense- 
less manner ; their financial measures are wretched. Two 
motions alone display intelligence and insight, both made 
by Sicilians ; — one is for the repeal of the rights of usufruct 
appertaining to the communes on feudal estates ; the other, 
for the transfer of conventual estates to the parishes, and 
their division into small hereditary farms. Both motions 
violate strict justice, but they would produce a salutaiy 
effect. That is not the case with such as spring from a 
wild revolutionary spirit. For instance, in Spain, two-thirds 
of the landed property are being brought into the market 
almost at one moment, because all the ecclesiastical estates, 
valued at 5000 miUiards of francs, are to be sold, end the 
half of all entailed estates is made saleable from the present 
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time. By this measure, the Tolue of all other eatatea is 
annihilated, as has been the case for aome yeara past in 
Sicily, where, before the revolution broke out, eatatea to the 
Talne of 20,000,000 piastres were offered for Bale, and not a 
single purchaser could be found. The State is about to aell 
the Church property by auction ; and has declared that it 
will not pay interest upon its bonds, nor recognise them in 
any other way than by receiving them in payment at these 
aalea. These bonds are, for the most part, the old paper 
currency, bearing interest, which came into the hands of the 
stockjobbera long ^o, some of it at from 5 to 6 per cent. 
Lai^e sums are in the hands of foreign stockjobbers, and 
Bnch will now become purchasers, or let others buy for them. 
What a claaa of lai^e landed proprietors will be thos created I 
As a sacrifice to the idol of uniformity, a general law respect- 
ing the com trade has been made, of which the consequence 
is, that in Gallicia, which doea not produce half the com it 
conaumea, prices have already doubled, because the entrance 
of foreign grain is prohibited till the average price of the 
whole country has reached a certain height ; but now, as 
high roads and conveyances are wanting, and as the com 
from the interior must be brou^t four hundred miles on 
mules before it reaches the coast, a &mine must prevail in 
the northern provinces, till the prices there make that 
average when reckoned together with the extremely low 
prices in New Caatile. And is such a government and 
le^Iation praiseworthy, and the harbinger of prosperity and 
freedom ? But where revolutionists have the upper hand, 
such blundering and pernicious measures will never be 
absent. They must occur, because this party neither 
possess a general knowledge of the capabilitiea of a country, 
nor understand governing, and the inevitable consequences 
of this are measures that defeat their own end, and laws that 
bring calamity in their train. Smuggling and highway rob- 
bery are now carried on to an unexampled extent in Spain ; 
this is acknowledged even by the liberal journals of Madrid. 
The worst enemies of the liberals could not say worse of 
them than they say of each other — ^that is, those who want 
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places say of those who have them. All are asking for 
rewards, places, pensions. The year can scarcely end with- 
oat a crisis. 

In Naples, a week ago, all the troops were ordered out 
during two whole ni^ts, cannons planted, &c. To prevent 
a counter revolution ? Nothing of the kind — ^the poUce had 
bad a desperate smugger arrested. But as the fellow was 
master of a lodge of the Vendita, the Carbonari united 
to release him by force from the prison, and assassinate the 
Ministers. 

'Whether the new electoral law in France will be sufficient 
to prevent shameless anarchy from obtaining a legitimate 
oi^an in the State, I do not know ; experience alone can 
decide this point; but that without an alteration of the 
mischievous law that preceded it, a revolution would infal- 
hbly have occiured at the New Year, I was quite convinced, 
when it was still doubtful whether the new Ministry would 
decide upon bringing in such a measure. 

I have now seriously set about the continuation of my 
History; far more to distract my mind from its gloomy 
apprehensions respecting the state of public afltura, than in 
the hope of satisJ^ing myself with what I write. I have 
already told you of the difficulties under which I labour 
with regard to it. I have likewise taken up the poUtical 
writings of Plato again. No doubt I have often confessed 
to you already that I find little congeniaUty with him, and 
that the mixture of proAmdity and sophistry, of elevated 
thought and aimless oddity, in this tedious labyrinth tor- 
ments me ; and that the consolation that there exists an 
ixmer doctrine of which we see only the outward husk, does 
not satisfy me. It is, to say the least, a capricious whim to 
give us, not that doctrine, but a form at which we have a 
T^it to cavil. Meanwhile, I am seeking to divine this 
hidden meaning; and I have an episode in my mind in 
which I shall malce use of it, either before or after the first 
Punic war, in order to exhibit the manners, the rehgion, 
and the jurisprudence of the earliest times of Home. I 
shall afterwards give the judgment which Plato and AristoUe, 
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or their disciples, woTild, according to their own principles, 
have pronounced on £ome as it then was, if they had 
known it. 

I have been induced to write down my ideas respecting a 
more effectual regulation of the universities. £Bsential 
improvements in them may be easily indicated 



cci;ixiv. 

Bon, leih Daxmber, 18S0. 

.... You will have seen by the papers that the sovereigns 
have invited the King of Naples to a conference at Laybacfa. 
What ensued thereupon at Naples is briefly as follows. The 
Ministers, with the exception of two Carbonari, Bicdardi 
and de Thomafos, were convinced of the misebieTouB effects 
of the revolution. This was above all the case with Count 
Znrlo, a very eminent man ; he therefore induced the King 
and the m^ority of the Ministers to issue a proclamation, 
whereby the King declared that he would grant a modifled 
constitution, guaranteeing everything that could be reason- 
ably desired. Zurlo expected support ; he has found himself 
mistaken. All have shown themselves cowards ; and his 
colleagues have been impeached by the Jacobinical ministers. 
He himself is charged with high treason, and is probably 
ruined. The King has left Naples, and war is inevitable. 

Amidst these alarming prospects, this winter has been to 
me the least quiet that I have passed here. Prince Heniy 
of Prussia, and the Princes of Denmark and Bavaria are 
here. All this gives occasion to parties and invitations 
irpm which I cannot excuse myself; and the dinners always 
cost me the time from four to nine o'clock. M. Von Stein 
arrived here also last week, .... 
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The Austrians entered Rome, on their march to put 
down the Neapolitan constitution, in Februarj, 1821. 
The doubts that were felt respecting their success were 
soon dispelled, by the unexampled cowwdice of the 
Neapohtans, who Bed at the first attack. 

In the aame month, Hardenberg, who was attending 
the conference at Lajbach, unexpectedly came to Rome, 
and, during his short stay, the negotiations with the 
Papal government were brought to a satisfactory issue. 
The terms of the treaty were already settled before 
his arrival; nothing was wanting but its ratification. 
Niebuhr readily gave up the credit in the eyes of the 
world of having accomplished this transaction, for the 
sake of forvrarding the business itself, and proposed, of 
his own accord, that Hardenbeig should undertake the 
conclusion of the treaty. 

It was stated in many pubhc journals, that Niebuhr 
had spent four years in fruitless negotiations; while 
Hardenbei^ found means to conclude a treaty in a few 
days. But whoever wrote or beheved this can hardly 
have been acquainted with the nature of the nego- 
tiations, which included the entire regulation (^ the 
relations between the State and the Church of Rome, 
or they would surely not have supposed that subjects of 
such magnitude, and on which so many conflicting 
opinions and interests had to be consulted, could be 
settled in the course of a few days. Neither was it 
generally known that Niebuhr had waited nearly four 
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years for his instructions, and it was forgotten that the 
negotiations were carried on at a time of extraordinary 
difficulty. It is rather to be wondered that they should 
hare been accomplished at all at such a time, and 
Niebuhr himself always ascribed it to the personal 
friendship of the Pope and Cardinal GonsalrL He says, 
in one of his letters, " I have purchased this termination 
of the business with the sacrifice of personal considera- 
tions, and resigned the appearance of hariog had the 
honour to accomplish it The minister of ecclesiastical 
affairs, however, knows and acknowledges that it is no 
slight matter to have achieved within eight months, 
what other ambassadors have been working at in vain 
for four years. Aod at what a moment were our 
negotiations carried on ! " 

Niebuhr took an active part in the Topt^raphical 
Description of Rome, undertaken by Bunsen and Brandis, 
in conjunction with Cotta. The work was executed 
by Plainer, Bunsen, and some others. Niebuhr sketched 
the plan of the work, and promised a chapter, giving a 
general account of the topography of andent Rome ; 
but in the progress of the work, his assistance was 
claimed to a greater extent than he had foreseen, 
especially in all that related to antiquities. 
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Letters written in 1821. 



TO MAT^tMW HKSSLER. 

Bom, lOa mniaiy, 1S31. 

1 have 011I7 a few moments to write, but I muBt use them 
to tell you tlLat, np to tliis time, no misfortune has befallen 
us, though the tidings that the Austrians had crossed the 
Po, arrived here so early as Tuesday, and most have reached 
Naples by Wednesday morning. According to this account, 
they might have been acrc^s the frontiers by this time. We 
cannot infer anything as to onr safety, from the fact that 
nothing has yet taken place ; but if another week pass over 
quietly, we are saved. 

We are not decided whether to fly to Civita Vecchia, if the 
Pope goes thither, or to stay here for the sake of our children 
and property. 

If regular troops come, I think we shall stay, but if mere 
rabble, we mast certainly endeavour to escape. We bear 
that three French ships are coming to Civita Vecchia, on 
board which we shall be able to embark. 

The Austrians cannot be before our gates, at the earliest, 
sooner than the 33nd instant. How we long now for the 
days to pass over t And thus life speeds away ! 

I gave Stein a beautiful entertainment yesterday, in 
which the singers of the Pope's chapel performed ancient 
music. 

I have been mach cheered by receiving a letter from old 
Peyron, at Turin, which he means to publish himself, and 
in which be not only quite takes my part, but attests 
that he did not discover the point in question till 
September, iSfc.* 

* Beferrfug to the diapnte witii Hm. 
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CCLXXVI. 

KowE, I7th ManA, 1821. 
It must be three weeks since I last wrote to yon. Even 
then, our immediate apprehensions and fears had been 
removed: only it hardly seemed possible that the war in 
Naples should not, at least to some extent, be carried on 
with the BSTage fury of a war of opinion ; and as the means 
of attack would in that case be insufficient, we conld not 
fed quite easy respecting our position. Never have more 
brilliant speeches been made than at Naples ; the foreigners, 
especially the young men who had listened to the orations, 
were quite carried away, and saw in these Punchinellos the 
heroes of antiquity risen again. I, and all others who knew 
the Italians, made, indeed, great deductions, and thought very 
lightly of the moral worth of those who delivered these 
E^Iendid orations ; but still we fancied it possible that the 
sectarian organisatioD in particular might have enkindled a 
fanaticism, which the extraordinarily ill-judged proceedings 
on the other side could not fail greatly to promote. That 
the whole had been such a mere miserable piece of lies and 
mouthing, no one ever dreamed. Even the official reports do 
not place the matter in so strong a light as truth deserves. In 
the en^igement of Rieti, each side may have lost, perhaps, 
firom fifty to seventy men. As the Austrians were very weak, 
they were not even able to pnrsne the enemy ; and after this 
af^ the whole army of General Pepe dispersed so com- 
pletely, that only a part of two regiments which had not 
been in the engagement, but stood at some distance, threw 
themselves into Pescara ; Pepe himself arrived at Oastel 
Saegro on the llth, without a single soldier. Between Bieti 
and Aquila there are three formidable passes, Borghetto^ 
Antrodoco, and Madonna di Grotta, where a handiiil of men 
could arrest an army. These were left so completely unde- 
fended, that the Austrians had only one man wounded, and 
their opponents not more. The Neapolitans help themselves 
with tlieir Italian untruthfulness, and are not ashamed nor 
a&aid to say in their jonmals, that Antrodoco was taken by 
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snperior nombers, after a most heroic reeiBtance. To-morrow, 
or at furthest the day after, the other armj on the Gari^iano 
will be attacked, tt is already much weakened by desertion, 
at least, compared to what it ought to be to resist the 
attacking army, and all accounts agree in statii^ that the 
Boldiers will not fight, and that the militia are only waiting 
for an opportunity to disband and run home. The corps, of 
which we may assume that they consist of Carbonari, those, 
for instance, under Avellino and Salerno, show themselves 
jnst as cowardly, and desert just as much as the rest ; indeed, 
they were the first to set the example. Those with the 
higli-sounding names — the Sacred Squadron, the modem 
Fabii, the three hundred Bruttii, who had entreated the 
privilege of occnpying the posts of greatest danger, have 
never made their appearance at all, but have completely 
dispersed themselves. 

One trait more. The robbers, who a short time since 
carried off the boya belonging to the Seminarium at 
Terracina, and mvirdered two of them in cold blood, after 
having received three thousand piastres for their ransom, 
have been pardoned, and formed into a corps ; their chief 
had made it an indispensable condition that the regimental 
band should conduct him from Fondi, and this has been 
done. Between Aqnila and Hieti, the Neapohtan troops 
have plundered everything in their own country, not only in 
their flight, but also on the march home. 

A very difierent event from the miserable Neapolitan 
revolution, which ten thousand men could have put down in 
September (even now only five battalions have been under 
fire), is the revolt in Piedmont, which we leamt yesterday, 
just when we thought that the termination of the first farce 
had secured our safety for the remunder of our stay here. 
The Fiedmonteae are a brave and estimable people, but fear- 
fully passionate, and we cannot conceal from ourselves that 
this incident may lead to incalculable consequences. The 
Austrians were only prevented by an accident £rom opening 
the campaign a week sooner ; had they done so (since the 
result would no doubt have been the same), one might Wf^er 
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anytiiiBg that the conspirators in Piedmont would have 
relinqoifihed their enterprise. God knows what it will come 
to now ! 

Vfhen you see the blind political faith of young men, in 
other respects well-meaning and intelligent, yon cannot help 
perceiving that with this generation wisdom itself could not 
succeed in averting a revolution. Bat the course along which 
their blindness impels them is one, at the end of which, as 
has been truly said by M. Von Stein, the Jews will be the 
ruling class, the husbandman a clown, and the artisan a 
bungler ; where all ties will be dissolved, and the sword 
alone will be the ultimate authority ; but for poor Germany, 
it will be the sword of the foreigners, who will divide her. 

The time is gradually approaching, when the strangers 
would forsake Rome and we should have quiet, if revolution 
and war were not raging around us. StUl, I will not despair 
of being able to return afterwards to quiet and my salutary 
studies. At all events, the festivitieB and parties are leaving 
off, with which we occupied ourselves at a time when every 
one ought to retire into the most solemn silence. Stein will 
probably remain here another month. All his old affection 
for me has re-awakened, and mine was easily revived, bo 
that we are on a footing of cordial friendship. Old age 
becomes him well, and I can only think of him with tender 
sadness ; it is most likely the last time that we shall see 
each other, and I thank God that we have met thus. 

The children are well and good. Marcus seemed for a 
time inclined to be delicate. Perhaps I worked his head 
too hard: I have relaxed a little in this respect The 
difficnlttes of reading are overcome; and if the love of 
reading awakens later in him than in me, I shall not con- 
sider it any misfortune to him. 

Gretchen suffers again from time to time with her eyes, 
and does so at the present moment. How are all your 
people ? I think of them with anxiety. God protect you 1 

You will most likely have learnt irem the journals that the 
Chancellor of State has arrived here, accompanied by 
officers of his department. I only heard of it two days 
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before his sniva). I have given him a splendid entertain- 
meot, which I daresaj he would very willingly have dispensed 
with ; bat if it had not been done aU the world wonld hare 
censured me. Thos are we obliged to plagne each other oat 
of conventionalism and politeness I He will leave again in 
four or five days. Bartholdy was in Naples, bnt has been 
Bommoned. 

I have heard from Sch , who accompanies Hardenberg, 

that the clergyman at Sesenheim was Mb nncle, and had four 
daughters ; the unhappy, but universally beloved, Frederike 
died a few years ago. His brother, a respectable clergyman, 
is also dead. She lived to see the publication of Goethe's 
life ; whether she read it, he does not know. 



CCLIXTn. 

TO NICOLOVIDa 

Rom, im Mare)!, IS21. 

Dearest fiiend, embrace me ; the negotiation is concluded, 
concluded with success, and now we are proceeding to draw 
up the bull, which I hope will be issued in a month. May 
Heaven only guide the thoughts of Monsignor M. by a 
right lively representation of the more or less costly snuff- 
box that awaits him, and direct both our pens, so that no 
outcry may be rused agfunst the bull at the last moment 1 
You will learn everything through Count BemstorfT. 

Hardenbei^'s journey hither has really been a blessing; 
it cost me nothing more than the sacrifice of allowing him 
to take the credit of having brought the afhir to a settlement. 
And as he will thereby be bound to its execution and results. 
I incited Cardinal Oonsalvi to speak to him in my presence, 
as if it were his work, and to express it in his note. 

Now, when the matter has to be carried out, your minisby 
can do much ; and I have assured the Pope that he may rely 
upon honest intentions. 

Only above all make haste witfi all your proposals re- 
specting appointments. That the Boman cabinet have , 
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accepted so long a delay is a biilliant proof of the confidence 
which the; place in our good will. 

Your letter, m; dear friend, belongs to the rewards which 
Heaven has accorded to my efforts. I thank you a thousand 
times for it In my own and Gretchen's name. But I always 
stand in such deep self-abasement before yoor humility, and 
your oTer-ratimate of me. "What am I ? — a decayed wreck. 
If it were not for the children I should si^ my God when 
wilt thou break it up ! 

HoweTer, I rejoice in the success of my undertaking. I 
began it without any hope of attaining my end. Now we 
are tlie first in the field. 

How long I shall remain here, as my presence will soon 
be no longer necessary (I allow to myself that it has been 
useful, that with the same instructions the business might 
Itave foundered), who can tell ? For now I can take my 
leave with a good conscience, if I meet with any new d^goiita. 
I have begged the Chancellor — and I think it will tally witli 
your wishes — to have a large picture painted by the very 
eminent artist, Philip Yeit, aa a present to the cathedral of 
Cologne, on occasion of the restoration of the Archbishopric. 
I should propose to Veit, as a subject, either the presenta- 
tion of the relics of the Three Kings to the deputies 
of Cologne by the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, after 
the taking of Milan, or the Vision of Count William of 
JUlich. 
* ; I cannot give any orders for pictures now, for I ffve all 
that I can spare to my poor dear S." How I should like to 
tee bim a bishop ! 

As soon as the buU has been despatched, I shall hasten 
to Naples. At present, you can have an Austrian escort for 
the whole distance, and General Frimbnt will no doubt, in 
case of necessity, open everything that would otherwise be 
inaccessible to me, with his grenadiers. 

The issue of events at Naples has exhibited the baseness 
of these Italians in its proper colours. Their sole moral 
incentive is vanity, and vanity is not bullet-proof. 



...dtyGooglc 



214 MEMOIB OP NIBBUHB. 

It would be different in Spam, and yet eren there you 
might demolish ererything with thirty thonsaud men. 

We have disgraceful contemporaries. Our poor children 1 
We rejoice heartily as your true friends in all the good news 
that you tell us of your family, and mourn in sympatliy with 
our dear Mends the Gdschens. 

Accept love yourself from Gretchen, and give our united 
kind regards to your family and all friends. Excuse haste, 
and embrace me once more. 

Your MUlful NlBBCHB. 



TO UADAME HENSLBR. 

Bom, TA d-pril, IBBl. 

It grieved me much not to write to yon last week, but it 
was impossible. Happily, you could not have made yourself 
anxious about us for some time past. But I should so 
have liked to have written to yon, because I was full of joy 
at having concluded my important negotiations on ecdem- 
astical af&iirs ; concluded, not bo but that there is much to 
do in carrying out det^, but still so far that we have come 
to an agreement on all essential points, and only some quite 
unforeseen circumstance, such as, for instance, the death of 
the Pope before the completion of the bulls, could interfere 
with the matter. 

Now since we must assume that good may arise from this 
settlement — and at least it is certain that the prolongation of 
the present state of things would involve actual evil — it 
would have been very punful to me if I had not been able 
to accomplish this business. And how often, and for how 
many reasons, this seemed likely ! 

It contributes to improve my position as regards the 
social annoyances which I have to suffer even now from the 
impertinence of a few fools, that the Emperor of Austria 
has presented me with the grand cross of the Leopold Order. 
You know that probably there are not many who care less 
about these things than myself, and that I know what is 
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true honour. Would to God that I had never been placed 
in any position where this is insofficient ! But I hare been 
drifted into another sphere, and am compelled to live among 
people, to whom all that woold have secured me due appre- 
ciation among the highest class, counts for nothing; who, in 
fact, rather deem my learning and studies unbecoming my 
position, and a thing to be pardoned. In this place I have 
gradually worked my way up to influence and consideration, 
and have not often occasion to feel the want of it ; still indi- 
cations are now and then given, and were formerly much 
more frequently perceptible, of contempt for my station and 
plain name, which wiU be put an end to by such marks of 
distinction. Had not Count Blacas,* who is regarded in 
Germany as the most extreme aristocrat, displayed the 
most friendly feeling towards me from the very beginning 
of my residence here, and treated me quite as his equal, 
my position in these circles as a commoner would have been 
much more unpleasant even than it has been. 

Stein has given me his portrait It is a drawing, and 
very like him. He much preferred my house to any other 
during his stay here. Old age has made him very amiable. 
May his remaining years be happy ! When he bid Marcus 
good night yesterday evening, he kissed and stroked him ; 
I remember that his own children only used to kiss his 
hand. Thank God that I shall part from him with this 
remembrance 1 To-morrow, I shall accompany him at his 
request as far as Tivoli. 

Marcus is losing bis robust appearance ; he has no signs 
of ill health ; still it makes me uneasy. 

The editor of the " Independente," one of the most 
violent Neapolitan journals, is now contractor for the 
Austrian army. Thus do these fellows change their colours 
when they see any advantage to be gained by it 

■ The French ambuudor. 
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Home, SM AprO, 1881. 

Last week Z received your letter, in which yon speak of 
the acxiety that the Fiedmoot^ae insurrectioD has caused 
you on our account. Your care for ns has touched me 
deeply. 

The occurrences in Piedmont appear to us of importance, 
only because we know that they owe their origin to the 
leaders of the I^eft in France, and that Uiere was a wish to 
make the experiment of a revolution in France itself. The 
plans for such an event had been bo completely worked out, 
that in a letter firom Madrid of the 24th of March, which 
has been delayed on the road and has only just been com- 
municated to me, it is stated that this revolution had been 
arranged with the knowledge end sympathy of the heads of 
the Cortes, end in particular of the Count Toreno, and 
would break out in a few days, if it had not broken out 
already. 

For the rest, I should have expected that the I^ed- 
monteae would have shown fimmess in the execution of 
their rash enterprise ; but although the conspirators were 
numerous, considered as such, they formed an infinitely 
small part of the nation, which did not expect any good 
from the hands of dissolute and frivolous young officers, 
nor from any of these ambitious men. Thus these good- 
for-nothing fellows have brou^t an inexpressible calamity 
on their country, in the shape of foreign occupation, and 
the exchange of a narrow-minded but honest and well-in- 
tentioned king, for a prince who will not govern mildly. 
Who would have thought that we should live to see thtwe 
revolts of arrc^ant soldiers, who, after giving away thrones, 
fled, or practised some new treachery, which characterise 
the worst periods of ancient history, and were hitherto 
unknown in recent times ? 

The Spanish ships which took on board the fugitives 
from Naples, have landed them at Ischia, probably because 
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they hod no money. In Sptun, the minister of finance haa 
detected the greatest dishonesty in his predecessor, and the • 
deficit is estimated at 28,000,000 piastres ! And this ia 
the minister of finance on account of whose removal, with 
his colleagues, the Cortes wished to exdte a new revolntion, 
and may perhaps do it yet ! 

It is true that in most places it is only eyil in confiiot 
with evil, hat that evil which establishes its empire with 
the utmost tyranny, and founds its right on false pre- 
ten^ons to moral and intellectual eminence, is &r more 
batefiil to me, because far more pernicious, than that which 
takes its stand, almost stupidly and without thought, on 
possession, and for the rest, interferes with no one else in 
his possessions. The quiet of summer is now approaching, 
and the crowd of foreigners is dispersing. Stein is gone to 
Naples 

CCLZXX. 

Aluso, 1114 Mag, 1821. 

.... I have formed a very interesting acquaintance with 
Xiord Colchester ; indeed, it has come to that mutual feeling 
of attachment which the acquaintanceships formed in later 
life seldom exceed. With me he threw off his usual silence 
and reserve. He earnestly wishes that I might come to 
Xiondon as ambassador ; but even if this could be brought 
about, I feel that the whole mode of life involved by such a 
vocation is injorions to me. 

I think I have never told yon, that in the beginning of the 
winter, the celebrated Goimtess of Albany, Alfieri's friend, 
bom Princess Stolberg, was here ; she is intellectual enough 
to make it worth one's while to become acquainted with her, 
What has reminded me of it is, that the Pretender, her 
husband, once fitted up and lived in the house which we are 
now occupying at Albano. After I had seen her, I made a 
good many inquiries about her, and certainly learnt much 
that justifies what we are so often compelled to feel, namely, 
that eminent and varied talents by no means always coincide 
with moral worth. Her husband abandoned himself to 
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drinking, because she drove him to despair by her iD&tuation 
for Alfieri; and she did not even remain faitbiiil to Alfieri to 
the last, although she has erected a magnificent monument 
to his memoiy with the ostentation of the widow of a cele- 
brated man, Though very old now, you may still call her 
beautiful 

CCLXXXL 

Bou, UA AvffM, 1S21. 

This time I have long remained in your debt for your last 
dear letter, and yet it is long since any letter has rejoiced 
me so much. 

The diildren are my delight, and when one has seen them 
in danger, one's anxiety lasts long after the danger is over. 
Marcos has not indeed got rid of his complaint, and the 
least trifle aggravates it ; still hb has much improved, and is 
guning flesh. Our Amelia has been threatened with an 
attack of dysentery lately, but the danger has been averted. 
Amelia, too clings to us now moch more than she did, and is 
growing a very sweet child ; her obstinacy is gradnally 
giving way, and she is learning to obey without iU-hnmoor. 
We do not tease her with lessons yet, and it will be a great 
difficulty with her, too ; she is so Uvely and volatile. Marcos 
could learn anything if he did not prefer any kind of motion 
to sitting atilL We talk German with him a good deal now, 
and he understands everything. Lucia runs alone and is 
very quick. She is very fond of her brother. 

Certainly, my attention, too, is fixed upon Greece. I 
eorse Ypailanti's enterprise, which has sacrificed the Uves of 
thousands in vain, and abandoned many to a still worse fate. 
Ood grant that the Emperor Alexander may fulfil his noble 
idea of taking nothing for himself, but founding an inde- 
pendent State there, against whose existence no one could 
have the face to raise an opposition. Meanwhile, there is 
only one form under which the Greeks and the other tribes 
can have a national existence — that of antiquity and the 
Middle Ages, a sovereign whose powers are undefined, but 
who allows each tribe and each commonity to do what they 
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think best with respect to their internal affairs, on condition 
that they perform fixed services in war, and pay certain 
imposts. It would be a most important and advantageous 
revolution for Europe. MiUions could settle in the waste 
lands of the most highly-faTOured coontries, and tiie emigra- 
tion now turned towards America and lost to Europe, might 
create a new source of strength to the latter. Who knows 
how far into the interior Asia might not become European 
in tame. 

CCLSXXIL 

BoKS, tm Augtut, 1831. 

I only write to you to-day to impart my consolation to you. 
If I can think of anything besides my boy, it is the reports 
from the Archipelago. We have as yet no certwnty that the 
report of the naval battle before Mitylene is true ; but the 
accounts of it &om Corfu are of a character that renders it 
credible. If so, though these Greek mariners taken singly 
are nothing better than pirates, and no one who loves his 
life will embark in a ship of Hydra with any tempting pro- 
perty, I respect them notwithstanding, and begin to expect 
something from them. The deed must prove the man. It 
was the Dutoh corsairs, accustomed to plunder friend and foe, 
who, in 1572, took Briel and founded the republic. A Greek 
republic is a chimera ; but a State may very likely spring up 
there, and my imagination pnrsues the endless developments 
of the events which may result from the dissolution of the 
Torkish empire, and the opening of Asia Minor and Syria to 
European colonisation. Only I do not see how a nation 
like the Greeks wiU allow themflelves to be governed. If 
yon attempt to make them European, they will become 
absolutely worthless. I imagine German colonies io 
Bithynia, &c. 
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TO NICOLOVIDB. 

Bou, 1(U SepUmitr, IS31. 
I gLve you my special thanks for the first volume of 
Hamann's * vritingB ; oh that I may not have to receive the 
rest in this den! You caimot imagine how painfully we 
lonely and forsaken creatures feel the want of any one with 
whom we can hold a conversation ; how often, of a Sunday 
evening for instance, we are reminded that we are in Tomi, 
and sigh. Oh, if we could but have the Gfischens, Nicolovins, 
or S&vigny with us for an evening ! Hamann's writings make 
me feel ihe want of you with tenfold acuteness, though one 
evening would not be sufficient to say all we should have to 
say about them. He who looks on everything from an 
historical point of view, finds himself in a former and 
remarkable world as he reads them. It is another question, 
— and one which before I was acquainted with these writings, 
I hod not expected to find myself forced to ask — whether 
their publication is likely to prove beneficial — I mean with a 
public such as ours is at the present day. For the moment, 
a certain coquetting with pietism seems to be in tashion 
among a considerable number of the younger generation, — 
not altogether &om hypocrisy and vanity, but with very few, 
from inward and honest feeling. Our age demands glaring 
colours and shrill sounds, now of one kind, now of another. 
This fashion will not last long, but the moment is unfavour- 
able for the appearance of anything that gives it authority, 
because people do not understand such a work. But my 
anxiety extends beyond the present moment; I fear leat the 

* Hwnann wu a celebnted tad profound, but obscure mitar on theologiciJ 
uid philoBophical aut^eda, of the Iwt mntory, «ndan o^tonuit of Kuit; he 
WW born, uid (pant the gnat put of his life in ESni^bei;^ and ma an 
intimate friend of Herder and Jaoobi, on the former of whom, eapedallf , he 
aierciaed great in&uence in etrly life. The character of hia theology ia 
■ufflcientJ; apparent &om Niebohi's letters. Hia detached Eaaays and Lettcra 
have been oollected and published by Roth, 1S21— 182G. He nerer wrote any 
cumprehetuiva work. To chanieterise at once his almost prophetical inugbt, 
aud the obscurity of his style, he was called the Uagu* of ^^ North. 
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generaiion, who cannot in the least understand Hamann and 
the times in which he floarished, should take lasting offence 
at this representation of a rude and shaggy form. I had not 
read the biography, when I expressed the wish that it might 
appear as it was ; and never dreamed of the publication of 
a correspondence such as that with Lindner. I confess to 
yon that I would now give much, that any one who was 
competent — you above all — should have worked up the two, 
the biography and the letters, into a single life of Hamann, 
by which means much that must now be misunderstood by 
nine hundred and ninety-nine out of a thousand, would have 
been Tendered intell^ble, and much that is ptunful would 
have been avoided. Few will know how Hamann, — evidently 
from his very childhood, — grew up and took root in the poetical 
pietism then prevailing at Kdnigsberg ; and how in the crisis 
that took place in him in London, guch a religion might rise 
even to fanaticism and fierceness, without the slightest 
admixture of affectation, and should remain the permanent 
key-note of his sool. Does it displease yoa, my friend, that 
I say even to Jierceneaa ? I confess to yon that this is my 
feeling with regard to bis connexion with the Behrens family, 
and for ,my justification let me tell yon, that Gretchen's 
feelings recoil from it no leas than my own. This renim- 
ciation of all gratitude, these despotic pretensions, this 
excessive petulance, appear to us merely other phases of the 
demoniacal nature which appears in such a fearful shape in 
6., indeed, still more frightfol, because the conscience of the 
man who has abandoned himself to these impolses, approves 
his conduct and confirms him in it. I turn now to another 
consideration. If all extraordinary persons were exhibited 
to the very recesses of their soul, by the publication of their 
correspondence, they would be as it were on a footing of 
equahty, and one might let one after another appear, without 
lowering any relatively. As it is, this is not the case ; 
indeed, I say G^od be thanked that it is not ! It is not well 
that the world should see into the inmost soul of every man, 
and both the world and history would be unendurable if it 
could. There are garments of the soul which you should 



:,..dty Google 



ZiZ UEUOIB OF NIEBUUB. 

no more strip off than those of the body ; and a biography 
that Teils nothing is neither right nor wholesome. 

In one respect, at least, this history when understood 
clearly, and in its details, ia useful ; — that it teaches us how 
even the greatest and most exalted spirits of our human race 
are ignorant how accidentally their eye has assumed the 
form throiigh which they see, while from the extreme 
intensity of their consciousness, they anthoritatiTely demand 
that every one shall see as they do. He who has not 
recognised this quite distinctly and in many instances, may 
be subjugated by the presence of a mighly intellect, that 
casts the most intense passion into a given form ; and Hie 
immediate contemplation of the daily intellectnal life of a 
powerful man, has all the injurious effect upon an immature 
mind, of novel-reading upon a weak girl. The most ciq)ti- 
vating novels are tliose which are wholly or mostly written 
in the form of letters. It is these which stir the emotions, 
and historical composition which deserves the name, epeaks 
in discourses ; it is not the actions, but the speeches and the 
thoughts which touch our hearts. If I had the energy which 
I have not, I would, if only by way of proof, relate what 
might inflame the imagination in the most dangerous way, 
BO that it should not move yon ; and then a^ain, sway the 
imagination of my readers so that they should e^iouse the 
party of Marius or Sulla ; so that they shonld not scruple 
at the bloodshed, but have the guilt of all that flowed, upon 
their consciences 

CCLXIIIT. 
TO M*T>*Uli! HENSLEB. 

Bon, iWA ftitfmicr, 1S2I. 
Your lost letter affected me deeply in more than one way. 
When we can no longer att^, or no longer endure a life of 
exciting emotion and action, the only thing left us to wish for 
is peace and quiet. This applies to me personally, as well 
as to public life at the present day. 

I meant to write to you a short time ago about Hamaun's 
works, and the impression they made upon me. Hitherto 
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OUT feelings have harmoniaed, or if not at first, have, with 
very rare exceptjons, been brought into harjuony when we 
have explained ourselves. I was anxious to know whether 
our inward agreement would be interrupted on this remark- 
able occasion. I hope not. Yon will doubtless bare read 
his wiitings. Now, I ask you, do you sympathise with 
them ? Are you glad to possess them ? 

Much about Hamann has been made clearer to me. I 
understand now the origin of Uie first, and perhaps the most 
remarkable of his writings, of which I before knew nothing. 
But was it not enough for me to perceive that the original 
mould of his mind was that of a giant, who had surriTed a 
perished race, and lived on in an utterly different age of 
the world ? It was indeed necessary to know something of 
that earlier race, and to understand how it lived in the 
pietism, which, in Konigsberg, more than anywhere else, had 
acquired a strong and living power over men ; the traces 
and traditions of which we see in Hippel's writings, and 
amidst whose influences Hamann too grew up. 

But what do we gain by the publishing of his life and 
letters ? Or rather, how much do we not lose by the 
dispersion of the mist that concealed the personality of 
this mysterious man ? We see a young man, whose aspira- 
tions and struggles the present generation will not be able 
to understand nor even to divine, giving a loose to his incli- 
nations, neglecting in the most careless and unconscientious 
manner his obligations towards his nnselfish and loving 
friends, swimming with the stream of his passions, and when 
at last, the difficulties of his desperate position recall his 
earlier pietistic feelings, yet not led back by them in the 
least to his duties towards his feUow-creatures. We see him, 
on his retnm, despising the same friends in his spiritual 
pride, accepting their benefits while hating and condemn- 
ing them, yet still reserving the privilege of returning to 
them, whenever necessity may drive bin* to such a course. 
Apart from all the unhappy influences which this book may 
and will exercise over perverted minds, allowing that such 
temporary effects are not to be taken into account (which I 
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am Less willing to concede the older I become, and the longer 
and more attentively I regard the varied forms which per- 
verted views assiune), bow does be appear to us ? As a 
man possessed by a demon, who believes himself called to 
rule despotically. From his earliest childhood, he had been 
accustomed to this pietistic interpretation of the Bible, to 
look on it as a handbook for every event of life ; in moments 
when bis whole natare bad been overwhelmed by distress, 
difficulty, and remorse, it had seized hold of his mind with s 
force which influenced bis whole Me ; but this supposed 
sanctification had no effect on bis actions. The correctness 
(rf these views of the Scriptures is not affected in the 
sli^test degree practically or historically by this Life. 
God grant that no one may assert that it is ! His mind was 
beyond aU question one of the deepest and most powerful 
that Germany ever produced, and his sayings, clothed in the 
language which bad become a second nature to him, assumed 
the colouring and mystery of oracles. The unfettered mind, 
which is neither frightened nor enslaved by formulas, ex- 
tracts the living power from these oracular sayings, without 
regard to their form, which it is absolutely impossible for 
any man fully to accept, unless he has a pectdiar cast of 
thought, and has been brought up in a peculiar atmosphere. 
Now, however, it is made clear to ns, that Hamann himself 
regarded this form as the true essence, and thus we have 
become vitally estranged firom him, Xo one perhaps can 
folly comprehend how fearful this pietism is, who has not 
often been forced to hear that all human virtues are dam- 
nable, nay, are even dangerous, and that the most sinM 
human being who has true faith in Christ's redemption, 
stands infinitely nearer to the Saviour, than the man who is, 
according to human ideas, the noblest and most virtuous, 
but without that self-loathing. 

I maintain that, as a general rule, the letters which lay 
bare the inmost being of an extraordinary, but not saint- 
like, man, should never be published. For his sake, they 
ought not to be given to the world, because it is not good 
Qor just to exhibit one isolated soul naked, while the 
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inunense majority are not bo ; nor for the s&ke of others, 
because what is concealed by the relations of life ou^t not 
to he kid hare. Why was not hia life written as it might 
hare heen told ? 

The most remarkable part of the book to me is that 
passage &om St. Augustine, which I must either have 
passed orer, or not yet comprehended, when I read the 
Confessions. I would recommend it to the consideration of 
those who would restore the Church by means of outward 
formulas. Let them reflect why it was, that the most 
profound among all the Fathers wished so to express 
himself on matters of doctrine, that every man might find 
his own belief, if it were not an utterly false one, in his words. 

I havie DOW begun to teach Marcus Latin by conversation, 
and he learns very well 

CCLXIX7. 

ItoMK, 2giA DeeemUr, 1821. 

For the sixth time We are ending our year at Borne. 
Meanwhile time exercises his power, and without ceasing to 
be, and to feel ourselves strangers in this place, we are also 
becoming estranged from our own country. Thus life passes 
away, and one feels that it passes miserably ; and yet I cannot 
agree with the pious persons who call life a miserable thing 
in itself. I know, on the contrary, that it becomes miser- 
able only through our own follies, faults, and weaknesses ; 
and that a life wrought into beauty and harmony is a blessing 

possible not merely in dreams During this winter 

my health bos not been worth much, though I could not 
exactly call myself ill. I want the refreshment of sympathy, 
without which I always feel exhausted, and cannot be really 
healthy, and which in itself is a sufficient recompense to me 
for some degree of physical indisposition. 

.... It gives me very great pleasure that you agree 
with me as to the publication of Hamann's letters. It 
struck me, too, how deeply-rooted the acquaintanceships of 
fais youth must have been. At that time there was nothing 
in Oermany but oak trees and creepers ; now there are only 
half-grown trees, blown awry by the winds. 
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1822. 



In February, 1822. Niebuhr's wife bore him a third 
daughter. Since the chief object of his mission vas 
now attfuned. and the health of his wife rather grew 
worse than better, he determined to request his recalL 
The Minister of his department advised him, howcTer, 
in the first instance, only to ask for a year's furlough, 
and thus to leave the way open for his return, if he 
should think it desirable at the end of that time. And 
certainly, as far as he was personally concerned, he 
might probably have remained many years longer in 
Rome, as is shown by his letters of the preceding year. 
He had become acclimatised, and accustomed to the 
mode of life in Rome, and now looked forward to a 
time of greater repose, in which he might devote 
himself with zeal to his studies. For, however fer his 
coarse of hfe might seem to carry him from his own 
peculiar pursuits, he always retained his old partiality 
for them, and anticipated some future time when he 
might return to them. His' high views of their true 
principles and method may be seen from a letter, 
inserted at the close of the extracts belonging to this 
year, and entitled — " A letter to a young man who 
wished to devote himself to Philology." It was written 
in the course of this summer, and addressed to a young 
friend of his, whom he believed to he pursuing an 
erroneous path. 

In August, 1822, Niebuhr had to engage in a very 
unpleasant contest on behalf of the Protestants living 
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m Rome. A blindly fonatical, prieetly party, was bent 
on the demolition of the Protestant burial-ground. 
Niebuhr felt himself bound to resist this outrage to the 
feelings of his fellow-worshippers with all his might, 
and to assist his friend Lord Colchester, who shared his 
efforts in the cause. He spent part of this summer in 
Albano, and made a Uttle excursion besides to Tiroli, 
with Chevalier Bunsen and H. Lieber, whom, on hia 
return from Greece, he had engaged aa tutor to 
his son. 

In November, the Eing of Prussia paid a short visit 
to Rome, with a small retinue, Niebuhr and Baron 
Alexander von Htmiboldt accompanied him to the most 
celebrated spots in tiie dty and its neighbourhood. 
Several of Niebuhr's old friends were in the King's 
suite, ao that he had Uie Bati8&,(ation of renewing hia 
intercoiu^e with them for a short interval. 

He also derived much eajoyment this winter from 
the society of Heasrs. Pertz and Bluhme, who had been 
sent to Rome to prosecute reeeaiches into ancient HSS., 
and were able to enter into the hterary subjects which 
engaged Kiebuhr^s attention. 

. tf eaowhile, Niebuhr sent in a request, agreeably to 
the advice of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, that he 
might either be recalled, or receive leave of absence in 
the following spring. The latter was granted him, and 
he thankfully accepted it, although he was persuaded 
that his wife's state of health, as well as his views 
with regard to their son, would prevent him from ever 
returning to Rome. The child's attachment to the place 
was so great, as to make his &ther fear that if he 
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remained longer there, he would never feel at home ia 
Germany. This cooBideration, joined to Qie difficulty 
of educating him in Kome in the manner he -wished 
and intended, had a great influence upon Niebuhr's 
decision not to return thither. Indeed, afler he became 
a fether, Niebuhr considered the training of his children, 
especially of bis son, as the most imperatiTe duty of his 
life, to which all other considerations except tha4i of 
very evident and important service to bia country, 
ought to be subordinated. In ordinary times, he placed 
private duties above public ones. No one, who has 
read his life thus &r, will suspect him of undervaluing 
the latter. 

Before leaving Italy Niebuhr wished to see Naples, 
and to take leave of his Mend do Serre, who was now 
ambassador at that court As the time of his departure 
drew near, Niebuhr felt how much it cost him to forsake 
£ome. There was, indeed, much in his circumstancea 
that did not banuonise with his peculiar tastes ; but, on 
the other hand, he felt that he was giving up an inde- 
pendent, and in many respects advantageous, position, 
and entering on a period of uncertainty. 

Thus, but for the sake of his &mily, he would not have 
quitted Rome for ever. His friends and children exclaim 
with sorrow, "Oh that he had remained, and then 
perhaps he would yet be spared to us ! " 
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Letters written in 1 



TO ViTi/LVV. HEI^LEB. 

Bon, 1M& Januars, 182a 
.... We liave daily proofs of Marcns's noble nature ; 
etill I am well aware that this affords us no guarantee unless 
it be guided with the most watchM care. I trust he will 
never turn out a conceited, shallow fool, nor a man who 
is himself contented with superficiality, and assumes an 
appearance to throw dost in the eyes of others, I could 
never be consoled, if I were one day to see him go oat into 
the world as an arrogant young collegian, or an empty 
blockhead and shallow prater, or as a vain fool seeking to 
make himself of importance, not by real ability, but by 
means of unwarranted pretensions or affectation, which is 
the case with so many of our yoimg people now-a-days. 
Slither they are puffed up with conceit, and want to make 
leforms, and think themselveB qualified to pronounce on all 
subjects, and look down on people the latchet of whose 
shoe they are not worthy to unloose ; or if they do not 
belong to this party, they know nothing, learn nothing, 
cannot set about anything with earnestness and capabilily, 
-and assume the show of refinement, — of course only on the 
outside, — and think that if they can but shine in their own 
opinion, and in the empty assemblies of fashionable life, 
^ey will have gained all they need, and are perfectly pre- 
pared to take & standing in the world. I succeed with 
teaching as well as I could have ventured to hope. He 
.already knows no inconsiderable number of Latin words, 
and he understands grammar so well that I can now set 
him to learn parts pf the conjugations without their teasing 
biin like dead matter ; he divines many of the forms, from 
-his own feeling. I am reading with him selected chapters 
firom Hygin's Mythologicum — a book which, perhaps, it 
is not easy to use for this purpose, and which yet is more 
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suited to it than any other, from the absence of formal 
periods, and the interest of the narratiTe. For Qerman, I 
write fragments of the Greek mjrthology for him. I began 
with the history of the Argonauts ; I have now got to the 
history of Hercules. I ^ve ereiything in a rery free and 
picturesque style, so that it is as exciting as poetry to him ; 
and, in fact, he reads it with such delight that we are often 
interrupted by his cries of joy. The child is quite deroted 
to me ; but this educating costs me a great deal of time. 
However, I have had my sharft of life, and I shall consider 
it as a reward for my labours if this young life he as fully 
and richly developed as lies within my power. 

Unexpected thoughts often escape him. Two days ago 
he was sitting beside me, and began — " Father, the ancients 
believed in the old gods ; but still they believed also in the 
tme Ood. The old gods were just like men." .... 



CCLXXXTII. 

Bou, BA AprH, 1832. 

Again your longed-for letter has failed to reach me 

Marcns is reading Diodati's beautifbl (Protestant) Bible 
(the Gospels), and he reads it with lively interest. Ha draws 
very carefully. 

I spoke to you, a little while ^o, of the iU-fated men who 
are retuming in shoals from Greece. Till now, my inter- 
course with them has been almost confined to one individual, 
who is a very well-intentioned youth, a Bhinelander, who had 
served in the Landwehr. He and a few Saxons corse the 
pamphlets, and all the rest of the rhodomontade, which had 
deluded them into the idea, that a Greek army of 80,000 
men was in the field, and only required to be officered, &o. 
They found no army, and instead of receiving any pay, were 
obliged to sell everything they had for the necessaries of 
life. Their presence was not at all desired, and they might 
thank God if they could but find means to get back again. 
Hy acquaintances confess that I told them all this before- 
hand ; thus, for instance, that, by Greek soldiers, they most 
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only trnderstaiid oBBOciated 'bands of klephihi (robbers), wlio 
would be joined in certain cases by the peasantry; — by 
their commanders, bandit chieftains, who would be equally 
avaricious and bloodthirsty, to whom it was absurd to ofier 
their sendees, except for the artillery ; who absolutely could 
not afford to pay a single man, and who would distrust 
eveiybody. Nevertheless, I wish them, from my heart, 
every blessii^ and success. One most be a fool to expect 
virtuous heroism from them, and a cold politician of the 
present day to surrender them to extermination. 

CCLXIXYin. 

TO aATIQNY. 

Bou, 3SnI May, 1S22. 

Your work,* my friend, was a real refreshment to me : 
somewhat such as it would be to see you here, where I have 
none of the interchange of thought, to which I had been so 
habituated, and on which I am so dependent. In this 
respect, believe me, you could not have a duller life in the 
most stupid little country town, than I lead here, leavii^ 
Sunsen out of the question. 

That I read your book immediately, from be^nning to 
end, and some parts of it repeatedly, it is needless to say ; 
and yet I must say it; and likewise, that it answers my 
expectations, and that I honour yon all the more for it, 
becaose I could not write anything like it myself. I cannot 
honour any man for writing what I conld have written 
myself — only appreciate him, and allow that he is not less 
than X am. Understand me, this is no pride; so far from it, 
it is my honest feeling that a man is little enough if he can 
do no more than I, since I feel how infinitely more I could 
do if I had acquired more correct notions of facts when 
I possessed my full powers, and if I had not wasted my 
opportunities so dreadfully. You have opened quite a new 
world to me, and I believe to all your readers, by your 

* Sangnj'a "Hiftorjr of Rodwh Iaw during the Middle Agm" — hi* 
principal work. 
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account of academical institationa in the Middle .A^e; 
for this very reason I ha^e nothing to Bay to yon on Uutt 
subject, but turn to other topics which are not so foreign 
to me.* .... 

It is possible that I may have written something like this 
to you years ago, but I think scarcely in so distinct a form. 
The tmion was effected eveiywhere in Italy in an extremely 
rough and miskilfiil manner; with much more dexterity in 
many of the German Imperial towns, where the reUtions 
[between the orders] were precisely the same ; and, besides, 
the German nobles were much more honourable and obedient 
to the laws than the Italian ones, who allowed themselves 
the most criminal license, while the burgher class were also 
a worthless set. For Italy has been an infernal pool, from 
the Middle Ages to the present time, as it was &om the 
Empire to the Middle Ages. It is a strange thing bow any 
one can get up an enthusiasm for the Italian repubhcs. 
Bead Varchi's History (which, by the way, is one of the most 
picturesque, consequently most perfect, in existence ; so 
that the reader, particularly if he have visited Florence, 
forgets everything around him, and can live the whole day 
through amongst those of whom he is reading), and yon will 
find it conceivable how Fr. Guicciardini should have made 
those Machiavellian projectg to render the revival of the 
republic impossible, which make our hair stand on end. It 
is nevertheless true that it was Satan and Beelzebub striving 
together ; that this does not make the cause of the Medici 
a good one, and shall not prevent ns from honouring 
Francisco Ferrucci. 

Let me always write down these digressions as if we were 
talking together, and remember my fondness for entering 
into the views of all parties, and being guided by none, not 
even in history. 

In passing, I must also tell you, or rather repeat to you, 

* The portion hen omitted treats of the eonatitution of the towiw in 
Oemuuiy and Italy in the Kiddle Agea,aiidtbe gradual fiinon and oiganisatJoD 
of the various elemenla of-«hich their population was compoaed, and will be 
found at length in the third Tolume. 
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that I entirely defend Machiavelli's " Principe," taken in its 
full and literal acceptation, even as he certainly wrote it in 
the bitterest earnest. How much is there, which we may 
not say aloud, for fear of being stoned by the stupid good 
people ! There are times in which every individual must be 
sacred to us ; others, in which we can and ought only to treat 
men in masses ; all depends upon a true understanding of 
the times. A hundred years sooner, Ceesar would have been 
a criminal ; when he lived, he was forced to govern. To 
talk of freedom in Italy, in our days, is what none but a fool 
or a villain could do ; and I know nothing more miserable 
than Alfieri's affected panegyric of Trajan. Tacitus lived 
like a stranger in hia century, but, with all the aspirationa 
of his heart, it could never occur to him to wish for anything 
beyond a tolerable present. I see that it is as usual with 
me, when I let my pen take its own course in writing to you. 
For how many days could we talk without coming to an end 
of what we had to say !*..,. 

Of the old Koman constitution, it is plain that Cicero bad 
only the most confused conceptions ; he never troubles him- 
self in the least to trace its development. 

It is only a piece of good luck, that no passages occur 
which the blockheads could seize as express evidence in 
fevour of the old trivial opinions, in order to refute me witii 
authority. Hence the interest of the book is confined to 
its other aspects. In the first place, the style and language 
are exquisitely beautiful ; and then, too, the fundamental 
poUtical idea is remarkable. I cannot believe that Cicero 
wrote without any immediate reference to hia own times — - 
that he was merely stringing phrases together without any 
practical application. If I am right, we see that what he 
wished for, as the only safeguard for freedom in that 
unhappy age, was the sovereignty of one individual for life, 
with a division. of the powers as they had existed in the old 
constitution (or as he had conceived them to exist there) ; 
not the elevation of a family to an hereditary kingship. 

* The Qerman onginal utates, that here followed ui account of the boolu of 
Cicero'* " De Republica," diBcorered by Miu. 
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The factions power of the so-called optmatet, between 
wbont and the demagogaeB men bad then hat a moomfdl 
choice, he estimates at its true value, in a -very remarkable 
passage. I believe most decidedly that the work had an 
elevated practical significance, which is obscure only because 
the lost books were the most important part of the work. 
Unfortunately the idea was impracticable, because Pompey 
and Cssar were botb living at once, and it was needful that 
Destiny should be fulfilled, as it always must be fulfilled, 
when decay has proceeded so tax. The yearly elections 
were, at that period, a constant renewal ot misery, and had 
no longer any result but that of gratifying the ambition ctf 
many; their original import was lost, and could not be 
restored. What is your opinion about it, my friend ? X 
should like, if I had opportunity) to translate these fragments, 
to fill up the chasms with supplements in the translation (to 
do it in Latin would be an impertinence), and to append 
notes to it. 

After I have said so much to yon upon learned matters, 
perhaps I may turn to our personal concerns. With regard 
to these, the constant indisposition and increasing weakness 
of my wife is the darkest side of the picture. The children 
leave us nothing to wish for. They have just got over the 
hooping cough; my wife had pud her debt to it in her 
childhood, but I was also attacked by it, and have not yet 
recovered my strength. That under these circumstances, I 
have not been able to carry on any continuous study, you will 
readily imagine. I am so weak that I can bear very little 
exertion. The climate too makes one indolent. - 

We have lived much alone for some time past. In 
Cornelius we lost a friend whose society we enjoyed and 
valued. 

Your friend is certain of a cordial reception. But we 
cannot supply what travellers often desire. We give no 
dinners, and there are no soiriet at our house, where they 
can find society assembled. Hence travellers find great 
fanlt with me, and it is seldom that any come to me vrfio 
et^oy me as I am. But then it is the right people who do 
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so; for instance, Lord GolclieBter and de Serre. Between 
the laBt and myself a dowmiglit passion iias sprung ap.* 



TO MADAME EEySLER 

Bean, TAJ'M4l8S2. 
. . . . De Serre has been here,t and we have been yery 
intimate with each other, and lament that we cannot live 
together. I could form a friendship with him such as I 
hare not formed for many years. In mind and heart he is 
entirely what I had pictured to myself; he is one of the 
rarest and noblest human beings pi&t I have ever met with. 
We have expressed our sentiments to each other with perfect 
openness respecting all that deeply occupies the intellect of 
man; about the past and the future, about Germany and 
France. Nationality is no barrier between us; he is « 
perfect master of our language, though he prefers talking in 
French, because I speak it more easily than he does 
German. He is thoroughly acquainted with our literature ; 
pronounces, for instance, exactly the same verdict as we do 
upon Goethe's writings at the different periods of his life. 
While an admirer of his youthful writings, "Wilhelm 
Meister " and others of a similar stamp are distressing to 
him. He suits a court about as well as I do, except that 

* In a UUr letter, Kielmlir writes la fbllowe about tiim : — " I conducted 
de Serre aboat tbe Forum here, and our oonTervatLon led iu from the 
topognphf to Uis history of Borne — • oonvensttioa which wonld buTe been 
impoBBible with ■ay mm tees reeembling the ancient oraton, and which ooulS. 
not have been equally delightful, eTen yiUh him, in aay other place. He 
nndenliMd ererytliing, •■ I placed before him with a vividneu with which I 
waa inipired by bis sympathy, the progren of the oonBtitiiticm, the maniiens 
and religioQ through sncceeding oenturiee, and justiSed the Oraoohi, MariuE, 
and Sulla. He asked me if I had aufflcient aSectioa for him, to write this 
down for his lue, and this I intend to do without any learned demonstration. 
It may, at all eranta, help to supply the place of a continuation of &e Histoiy. 
He said, ' Ton muat write, bearing it in mind that I am not learned.' I 
replied, ' Tou are neither more nor less learned than DemoeUiBnei, and I love 
you like him.' " 

f He had been one of the T^vnch ministen at the Congren of Verona, which 
opened in October <rf' this year. 
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having better spirits, he more easily adapts himself to 
everything. Our political convictions are essentially quite 
identical. 

A young man has lately arrived here, a M. Lieher, of 
Berlin, who went to Greece as a volunteer, and has returned, 
partly that he might not die of starvation, partly because he 
found the boundless corruption of the Moreans, and, withal, 
their cowardice, insufferable. Hia veracity is nnquestion- 
able, and the horror which his narrations inspire is not to be 
described. All this has plunged him into deep melancholy ; 
for he has a very noble heart. He has deeply moved and 
interested as, and we are trying to cheer his spirits by 
friendly treatment, and 4o banish from his thoughts the 
infernal scenes which he has witnessed. He is one of the 
youths of the noble period of 1813 (when he served in the 
army, and was wotmded), who lost themselves in visions, the 
elements of which they drew from their own hearts ; and 
this terrible contrast between his experience and all that he 
had imagined, — all that impelled bim into distant lands, has 
broken his heart. He is now here in a state of destitution ; 
I shall at all events give him ud ; but I mean to propose 
to him in the first instance to come to us, and assist me in 
inetructing Marcus and in my literary labours. He was 
arrested during the unhappy investigations of 1819, but 
dismissed as innocent. 



I can only write to you briefly to-day. I returned from 
TivoU yesterday, very much fatigued, and have many letters 
to send off. 

For this year past, I had not spent a single day beyond 
the walls of Borne, and felt the need of breathing a httle 
fresh air. .... I have been obliged, however, to leave 
Cornelia and the rest of the children behind. Marcus, 
Bunsen, and Lieher accompanied me. 

Lieber has now taken up his abode with us. I can entrust 
Marcus to his care with confidence, and the child too is 
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already fond of him. 1 hope- to rescue the young man irom 
utter dejection, and to convince him that just as his 
experience in Greece taught him the visionary nature of his 
wishes and expectations, so he would have made the same 
discovery in any other nation where the masses are Uberated 
firom all forms ; but that the Noble and Beautiful are not 
a dream, and will never be wholly wanting in the world, 
however terrible may be its condition. A young man of 
warm feelings must be convinced of this truth, before you 
can attempt to prove to him that the evil whic^ prevails 
so widely, coold not be found among the rulers unless it 
existed in the multitude ; that change of form can bring no 
dehverance unless the individual can be first improved. 

I am called away, aa a very estimable young man, 
Dr. Pertz, has come to take leave of me, and I camipt let 
him depart without a blessing. 

There is a small circle of men with whom I could spend 
my life, and wish that we could come to know each other. 
And if ever a homan being existed so persuaded of the cor- 
rectness and tmth of his view of the world that he could 
stake his life upon it, I am that man, I know that I see 
truly as I know that I exist. 

Amelia has begun to write and to sew. She can read most 
-things without spelling. 



CCXCL 
TO THE COUHT DB SERBS. 

Bou^21A/tiM,I822. 
When I had the pleasure and honour of seeing your 
Excellency in Home, I asked your permission to recommend 
to your protection a young German scholar, engaged in 
interesting researches, for which the Hbraries and archives 
of the kingdom of Naples contain ample materiak— materials 
which, it is to be feared, will remain inaccessible to him,' 
unless some powerful patronage remove the obstacles which 
the national ignorance, indolence, and vanity, oppose to the 
labours of foreign scholars in Italy. This young scholar is 
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M. Perta, who will have the honour of delireriiig this letter 
into your hand. The task which haa brought him into Italy 
is the great enterprise conceived by my friend, Baron Von 
Stein, of pablishing a complete edition, correoted from the 
best M89., of the " Scriptores Remm Qennanicaram," from 
the earliest times to the thirteenth centniy ; aathors whose 
writings are only now extant in very incomplete collections, 
formed without any care. It is thon^t desirable to add to 
this collection inedited docunents belonging to our national 
history, and selected with discrimination from the infinite 
nomber which the aichiveB contain. 

' M. Pertz combines all the knowledge and the talents 
required for so vast and difficult a work ; bnt his best recom- 
mendations are his moral qualities, to which be joins mnch 
intelligence and a very sound judgment. In an age which I 
regard as the commencement of the Utenuy decline <^ my 
nation, we may congratnlate ourselves on numbering amongst 
our young scholars a man like him. 

At Naples and at La Cava, his inqoiries will be principally 
directed to the history of the Lombards, and that of the 
princes of the house of Suabia; I am sore, M. le Comte, 
that though a Frenchman and an ambassador of France, 
you will not regard Charles I. of Anjou with any predilection, 
and that you will neither refuse your esteem to the emperor 
Frederic II., nor your sympathy to his unfortunate grandson. 

I had the honour of conversing with yon, M. le Comte, on 
the state of England; if I find sufficient leisure to finish 
an essay on this subject, written io Go'man, and a safe 
opportunity of sending it to Naples, allow me to submit it 
to you. 

May the air of Naples produce a salutary and lastii^ 
effect upon your health, and invigorate the powers which you 
will need, sooner or later, for the salvation of your country 
and of Eorope, whose safety depends upon the peaceable 
settlement of your institutions. It is one of my most earnest 
wi^es that you may recover fully, and I intreat you atten- 
tively to watch over the effect upon yoor health of the air 
you are now breathing. 
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It may have appeared amgular to yon, M. le Comte, that 
a stranger should have displayed an almost passionate 
veneiatioD and attachment for you — sentiments with which 
the simple observation of yoor pnblic life, and the atndy of 
the principles which yon have developed, had sufficed to 
inspire an individual, who had never had the advantage of 
blowing you personally. But I venture to flatter myself 
that you will find nothing ridiculous in it, and that yon will 
not d'«^"" the idea of an invisible political church, dis- 
persed among all nations, nor the sentiment which embraces 
political principles, and directs itself towards those who, 
unhappily in such small niunbers, establish and defend 
tbem nobly and courageously. It is this sentiment which I 
shall ever entertain towards yon, M. le Comte, and to the 
expression of which I will not add any conventional 
courtesies. Niebuhb. 

The Concordia of M. Schlegel, for which you asked me, 
no longer appears. 



HVtMm M &« Ammut 0/ 1SS2. 
V/hen your dear mother wrote me word that you showed 
a decided inclination to philological studies, I expressed my 
pleasure in hearing of it, and earnestly entreated her and 
your &ther not to interfere with this inclination, by forming 
other plans for your future life, t think I told her, that as 
philology is the introduction to all other studies, he who 
devotes himself to this science during his school years with 
as much zeal as if it were to form the exclusive vocation of 
his life, prepares himself for any other that he may choose 
at the university ; and, in the second place, I am so fond of 
philology myself that I could not select for a youth so near 
and dear to me as you are any other vocation in preference. 
There is no pnrsoit more tranquil and more cheering -, none 
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which, from the occupation it involrea, and the duties it 
imposes, is more calculated to preserve peace of heart and 
of conscience ; and how often have I lamented that I forsook 
it, and entered upon a life of turmoil, that will probably 
leave me little chance of lasting repose even in approaching 
old age. The office of an instructor of yonth especially is a 
most honourable one, and one of the happiest callings in life 
to a noble heart, despite all the evils which mar its ideal 
beauty; it was once the object of my voluntaiy choice, 
and it would have been well for me if I had been suffered 
to pursue it unhindered. I am quite conscious that now, 
having passed my active life in so wide a sphere, I should 
be spoiled for it ; bnt I would wish any one for whom I have 
such a hearty and sincere regard as for yon, that he might 
not thus spoil himself, nor long to quit the tranquillity and 
security of the narrow circle, in which I, like you, passed my 
youth. 

Your dear mother told me that you wished to lay one of 
your productions before me, in order to give me a proof of 
your industry, and to enable me to judge of your progress. I 
begged her to encourage you to do so, not only in order to 
give you and yours a proof of the sincere interest I take in 
you, but also because pre-eminently in philology I am 
sufficiently acquainted with the object to he aimed at, and 
the paths that lead to it, as well as the wrong roads which 
one is apt to mistake for them, to be able to fortify one, who 
had been fortunate enough to find the right road, in his 
resolution not to leave it, and to have no hesitation in warn* 
ing one who is in danger of going astray, and telling him 
whither he is tending if he do not change his course. I 
myself have made my way for the most part without a guide, 
and wandered through many a thorny thicket, unfortunately 
in opposition to the too gentle hints of those who might 
have led me. Thanks to God and my good fortune, I have 
never lost sight of my aim, and have always found the right 
road agun, bnt I should have come much nearer to my goal, 
and with much less toil and pain, if any one hod shown me 
the way. I am well aware that it was principally out of 
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tenderness to me that this was not done, and probably, too, 
some did not like the trouble of making themselves inteUi- 
gible to a boy at the self-willed age. I know, too, that I 
should not have relished advice which was not io accordance 
with my inclination ; but if it had come from one qualified 
to give it, I should certainly have taken it to heart, and 
it would hare been worth much to lae now if I had 
received it ; even though it had been harsh, and wounded me 
to the quick. 

I can say with truth, and do so with pleasure, that your 
production is an honourable testimony to your industry, and 
that it rejoices me to see how much yon have done and 
learnt in the more than six years since we last saw each 
other. I see that you have read much, and with attention 
and love of knowledge. But I must now &ankly beg you, in 
the first place, to examine your Latin, and convince yourself 
that you are deficient in this particular. I will not reproach 
you with a few grammatical errors. Upon this point, I am 
quite of the opinion of my late friend, Spalding, who was 
least of all impatient of such faults in the school, if their 
indication had the efiect of gradually eradicating them. It 
is a much more serious defect that you have more than 
once left a period onfinished; that you use words in an 
incorrect sense ; that your style is inflated and unequal ; that 
your metaphors are illogical.* .... 

Yoa do not write simply enough to express without pre- 
tension a thought that is clear to your own mind. That you 
cannot give richness and roundness to your style, is no 
subject for blame ; for though there have been some, espe- 
cially in former times, who by the particularly fortunate 
guidance given to a peculiar talent, have been able to do this 
at your age, sach perfection is, as a rule, out of the question. 
Pulness and maturity of expression presuppose a maturity of 
soul which can only arrive in the prc^press of its develop- 
ment. But what we always can and always ought to do, is 
not to strive after the semblance of more than we can 
perform, and to think and express ourselves with straight- 

* H«re fallowed MHinpleB from th« Enaj. 
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forwardness and correctness. So on this point accept a 
wholesome rule from me. When 70U write liatin essays, 
think ont what you mean to say with the greatest distinct- 
ness of which you are capahle, and clothe it in the most 
miassuming language. Study the manner in which great 
authors have formed their periods, and exercise yourself 
frequently in forming detached sentences upon their model ; 
translate passages so as to break up the periods, and 
endeavour to restore them when you re-translate the passage 
into the original. This is an exercise in which you do not 
need the help of your teacher ; do it simply as a preparatory 
discipline for the use of a riper time. When you write, 
examine scmpnlonsly whether yom* langoage is of one 
colour, I do not care whether yon adopt that of Cicero and 
Livy, or that of Tacitus and Qnintilian ; but one age yon 
must select, else the result will be a motley texture, as 
offensive to a real philologist as if one were to blend the 
German of lOSO with that of 1600. Try to acquire the art 
of connecting the sentences, without which all pretended 
Laian is a downright torture to the reader. And, above all, 
look sharply after your metaphors ; all that are not abso- 
lutely faultless are insufferable, and for this very reascm 
it is that Latin is such a capital school for the formation of 
a good style ; and next to Latin, French, for that also cannot 
endure anything illogical, about which the Germans are so 
fatally indifferent in their own language. 

Yon did quite ri^t not to send the two skeleton essays 
you mention, for it is impossible that yon should write 
anything sensible upon their subjects. 

We cannot write Beparate treatises before we have a vivid 
conception and an accurate knowledge of the whole of which 
their subject forms a part, and before we have an adequate 
acquaintance with the relations of this single part to 
other classes of £aots. Another principle is, diat we must 
advance from the particular to the universal classes of facts, 
in order really to understand a complex whole. And here we 
do not need to follow a systematic order, but may yield to 
accidental impulHes, provided tliat we ]>roceed with circam- 
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spection, and do not overlook the chasms which still exist 
l>etweeii the separate portioiis. I began the actual study of 
ancient history with Folybins, and was earlier intimate with 
the age of Cleomeues than with that of Pericles ; but I knew 
that my knowledge was objectLvely a slight fragment, and 
that I mnst have learnt infinitely m(»e, before I could even 
dream of working up materials that were scattered through 
many ages, with which I was very imperfectly acquainted, 
and which had a multitude of relations of which I had no 
proper conception whatever. I worked on and on, and, when 
I can, I still work daily, in order to attain a vivid conception 
of antiquity. You have undertaken to write about the 
Roman colonies, and their influence upon the State. But 
it is quite impossible that you can have even a half correct 
idea of the Roman colonies, and to speak about their 
influence on the State, you ought not only to have an iuEdght 
into the Bomau constitution, and an intimate acquaintance 
with the Roman history, but also to understand politics and 
the history of politics, all which is as yet absolutely impos- 
sible. "While I say this to you, I add, that at your age none 
of us, who have a right to call ourselves philologists, could 
have written upon this subject; nay, not even Grotius or 
Scaliger, or Salmasiue, who became excellent granunarians 
at a much earlier age than any of us. The second subject 
you have mentioned is s still less suitable one for you. You 
must know enough of antiquity to be aware that the philo- 
sophy of youth consisted, up to a much riper age than 
yours, in silent listening, in the endeavour to understand 
and to learn. You cannot properly know the facts, tar less 
propound a generalisation, not to say a philosopBic one, of 
fects which are quite insulated, and for the most part pro- 
blematical. Learning, my dear young friend, conscientious 
•learning, — a constant efFort to test and augment our know- 
ledge, — that is our theoretical vocation for life, and especially 
that of the young who are so fortunate as to be able to 
surrender themselves, freely, to the charms of the new 
intellectual world opened to them in books. He who writes 
a treatise, let him say what he will, claims to teach, and no 
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one can tecicli without a degree of wisdom, which is the- 
compeBBatioQ Ood gives us, if we strive after it, for the 
departing bliBB of youth. A wise youth is a monster. 
Further, let none say that he undertakes snch compositions 
for bis own soke, in order to explore a particular subject. 
He who does it with this view makes a mistake, and injsres 
himself. Let him write down in a fragmentai? form what 
he has thoi^t out ; but let him not sit down to write, in the 
hope that thoughts will come by writing. He who attempts 
to bring into a well-rounded whole, that which cannot even 
have the shadow of completeness, either internal or external* 
runs the very greatest risk of contenting himself with sem- 
blance and saperficialnesB, and contracting a most injurioas 
facility in bad writing. It is well for the young tree that, 
planted in a rich soil aud good situation, is held in a right 
direction by a careful hand, and forms solid wood ! If its 
growth is hastened by over-watering, and it is weak and 
flexible, exposed to the fiuy of the winds, without shelter 
and prop, its wood becomes porona, and its trunk crooked 
for its whole life. 

Antiquity may be compared to an immeasurable city of 
mins, of which there is not even a ground-plan extant ; in 
which each one mnst find his way for himself, and leam to 
understand the whole from the parts, — the parts from a 
careful comparison and study, and a due consideration of 
their relation to the whole. If one possessing only a smat- 
tering of architectural knowledge, utterly ignorant of hydro- 
statics, having scarcely seen the greater part of the ruins of 
Some, and nothing beyond Rome, — if such a one should 
nndertake' to write about the ruins of the aqueducts, he 
would produce much such a work as a mere student writing 
a dissertation on some branch of antiquities. 

You have therefore done very wisely to choose instead an . 
exegetical treatise. But I mnst remark, that a student 
on^t to keep within his own sphere ; that is, let him not 
believe that he can contribute anything to the elucidation of 
a work which has been commentated on by masters. 

Exegesis is the fruit of finished study. From the stores- 
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of a comprehensive acqnaiutaiice with the language and the 
subjects treated of, it adds to our knowledge of both ; it is 
nothing else than the expression of the meaning as it has 
been understood, if not by contemporaries, yet at least by 
people of somewhat later times, to whom the fleeting alia* 
sions of the moment were already lost, and it requires a 
mature* and thoroughly cultivated understanding, as well as 
an infinity of individaal obserratioQB. The student's part 
is to show that he has understood the meaning rightly, and 
to extract the essential points from the commentators, with 
a statement whence he has derived them. 

What I would above all things impress upon you, my dear 
£riend, is to open your heart to a sincere veneration for 
excellence. It is the best endowment of a yoothfdl mind, 
and its sorest guide. 

I must now say a few words to you respecting the style of 
yoor composition. It is too bombastic, and you often use 
inapplicable metaphors. Do not suppose that I am so 
unreasonable as to require a finished style ; I would as little 
require this of you as of any one at your age ; I only warn 
you against mannerism. All writing should be nothing but 
the symbol of the thought and speech. You must either 
write as if really delivering a continuous discourse, in which 
your genuine thoughts are accurately and fully expressed, or 
as you would speak if called upon to do so by circumstances 
in which, indeed, you are not actually placed in real life, but 
conceive yourself to be, as an author. Everything must be 
based upon thought, and the thought must shape the 
stmcture of the language. To be able to do this, we must 
apply our study of language, enrich the memory with a 
copious store of words and phrases, whether in the mother 
tongue, or in foreign languages, living or dead; sharply 
define the terms of the former for ourselves, use the latter in 
their proper sense, and fix their limitation. Exercises in 
composition for boys and youths ought to have no other 
object than the development of their thoughts, the enrich- 
ment and refining of their langnage. If our thoughts do 
not satisfy us, if we turn and twist in the consciousness of 
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our poTer^, writing will become a horrible labour to qb, and 
we shall hardly maintoin onr courage. Thia was my case at 
yonr age, and for long after. There was no one to entN* 
into my distress, and give the help which can so easily be 
given at the transition age from boyhood to youth. This 
difficulty we do not feel if we adopt a fixed style, for then 
we have the external shape, which is not to be obtained 
when we work from within outwards ; or at least we believe 
that we have it, and probably find others who suffer them- 
selves to be deceived by the semblance ; not indeed those 
who understand the matter. Bat with an assumed style 
you lose all truth, and by degrees all capability of producing 
anything of value and originality. In order to give an 
appearance of fulness, the whole is nothing but a hollow 
form ; all your own thoughts become distorted and worth- 
less ; you rank yourself among those whom you &ncy you 
resemble in appearance, and you are in reality nothing, and 
sinh down to the lowest class of imitators. 

Vfitii some facility in seizing on external features, it most 
be very easy to obtain the mastery of an assumed style, but 
extremely difficult to shake it off when you have once had 
the misfortune to be entangled in it. The diffieolty of 
developing and presenting onr thoo^ts is by no means 
diminished, when we have obtained a clear insist into our 
subject, while we have at the same time to stm^e i^ainst 
a bad habit, and it is seldom that any one can sustain this 
doable conflict. It will require heroic efforts to break 
yourself of such a habit, if you have long persevered in it. 
Hence I call upon you all the more earnestly to forsake 
this path utterly, and most carefully to avoid it for the 
future. To an assumed style belong all verbose and un- 
meaning expositions, with a false claim to a deep insight into 
the mind of the poet. 

But, above all things, we must preserve our truthfulness 
in science so pure, that we must eschew absolutely every 
false appearance, — that we must not write ihe very smallest 
thing as certain, of which we are not fully convinced, — that 
when we have to express a conjecture, we must strenuously 
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endeftTODF to exhibit the precise degree of prob&bihty we 
attach to it. If we do Dot oureelvee indicate oar own errors 
where possible, — even such as it is unlikely that any one will 
ever discover, — i£, when we lay down our pen, we caunot 
say in the sight of God, "upon strict examination, I have 
not knowingly written anything that is not true, and hare 
never deceived either regarding myself or others ; I have 
not exhibited my most inveterate opponent in any li^t 
which I could not justify upon my death-bed;" — if we cannot 
do this, then study and literature render us unrighteous 
and pipfiil- 

In this respect I am conscious that I make no require- 
ments from others, which a superior intelligence reading 
my soul could accase me of not having fulfilled. It was this 
conscientiousness, combined with the perception of what 
we may and ought to attain in philology, if we wish to come 
before the public, that made me so shy of publishing for 
long aft^ I had reached manhood. Often called upon to 
do BO by my dear^t friends, not without reproaches, I felt 
that my hour was not yet come, which certainly, had my 
life taken a different course, might have come several years 
earlier. 

I am so strict in this respect, that I strongly disapprove 
of the quite customary practice of quoting at second hand, 
after verifying the quotations, without naming where we 
have found them, and never allow myself to do so, tedious as 
the doable reference may be. Whenever I quote a passage 
without remark, I have found it myself. He who acts 
otherwise gives himself the appearance of greater reading 
Uian be pc^seases. 

I would not blame others who are less strict, if I may 
assume that it is really perfectly indifferent to them whether 
or not people suppose them to be more profoundly learned 
than they really are ; or if they say beforehand, as some do, 
that of course most of the citations are borrowed. But of a 
young man I require, absolutely and without indulgence, 
were it only as an exercise of virtue, the most scrupulous 
truthfulness in literary as in all other, matters, that it may 
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become a part of his very nature, or rather that Uie truth* 
fulneBB which Gud has implanted in his nature may remuu 
there. With this weapon alone can we fight our way throng 
the world. The honr in which my Marcus should tell an 
untruth, or give himself the semhlance of a merit tliat he did 
not poBBOBs, would make me veiy unhappy ; it would be the 
&I1 in paradise. 

I come now to another part of my husinesa in giving yon 
counsel. I wish yon had less pleasure in satires, not except- 
ing those of Horace. Turn to the works which elevate the 
heart, — in which you contemplate great men and great 
events, and live in a higher world ; torn away from those 
which represent the mean and contemptible »de of ordinary 
circumstances and degenerate days. They are not suitable 
for the young, who in ancient times would not have been 
suffered to have them in their hands. Homer, .Sschylus, 
Sophocles, Pindar, these are the poets for youth ; these are 
they on which the great men of antiquity were nourished, 
and which, as long as literature illumineH the world, will 
ennoble for life the youthful soul that is filled with them. 
Horace's odes may also benefit the young as a standard 
style formed upon the Greek model, and it is a pity that ■ 
contempt for them has spread, which is only allowable and 
not arrogant in the case of a very small number of mastera 
in pliilologj'. In the " Sermones " Horace is original and 
more pithy, but he who can understand them must read them 
with melancholy ; a beneficial effect they can never liave. 
We see a noble-minded man, who, from inclination and 
reflection, tries to make himself comfortable in an unhappy 
period, and has surrendered himself to a bad philosophy, 
which does not prevent his remaining personally honourable, 
but leads him to take a low view of things. His morality is 
based solely upon the principle of the Fitting, the Becoming, 
the Reasonable ; nay, he declares the Wholesome (to nse the 
most fiivourable expression) to be the source of the idea of 
Bight. Wickedness is distasteful to him, and excites him — 
not to anger, but to a gentle reproof. That feeling for 
virtue which impels us to persecute vice, and which we find 
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not only in Tacitas, but also in Jnvenal — in the latter with 
frightfol Beverity — seems to have no place in his mind. 
Jnvenal, however, with the exception of a few fragments, 
yon onght to leave absolntely nntoncbed for the present, and 
yon lose nothing by it ; for if you are allowed to read him, 
it does harm at your age to dwell on the contemplation of 
vice, instead of pondering noble thoughts. On the poets I 
have mentioned, and on Herodotus, Thncydides, Demoa-- 
thenes, Plutarch, Cicero, LJvy, Cfesar, Sallost, Tacitus, 
among prose writers, I earnestly entreat yon to fix your 
attention, and to confine yourself exclnEdvely to them. Do 
not read them in order to make testhetic reflections upon 
them, but in order to drink in their spirit, and to fill your 
soul with their thoughts, — ^in order to gain that by reading, 
which yon would have gained by reverently listening to the 
discourses of great men. This is the philology which does 
the soul good ; and learned investigations, even when we 
have got so far as to be able to make them, alwa^ occupy 
an inferior place. We must be fully masters of grammar 
Qn the ancient sense); we most acquire every branch of 
antiquarian knowledge as far as lies in our power ; bat even 
if we can make the most brilliant emendations, and explain 
the most difficult passages at sight, all this is nothing, and 
mere sleight of hand, if we do not acquire the wisdom and 
spiritual enei^ of the great men of antiquity , — think and 
feel like them. 

For the study of language, I recommend to you especially 
Demosthenes and Cicero. Select, in the former, the Oration 
" pro Corona ; " in the latter, the " pro Cluentio," and read 
them with all the thoughtfulness of which you are capable : 
then go through them so that you could give account of 
every word and every phraae; draw a sketch of their 
argument ; try to get a clear idea of all the historical circum- 
stances, and to bring them into order. This will give yon 
an immense amount of labour, and firom it you will learn 
bow little we can know, and, consequently, you do know. 
Apply then to your tutor, not in order to surprise him 
with unexpectedly dif&cult problems ; for there are — ^in the 
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Claeutuana, for instauce — difficTilties vith regard to facts 
which the profonndeBt atadeDt can only soWe by hypoUieses 
which do not present themselves immediately to any scholar ; 
but that he ma; be so kind as to consult and think over the 
passages on which you have exhausted yonr powers and 
resources. lu the Clnentiana, develop the system of indict- 
ment. Make collections of words and expressions, especially 
epithets with their substantives, and the original sense of the 
fignratire expressions. Translate ; after a few weeks torn 
your translation back again into the original language. 

Besides this grammatical work, read those great authors 
one after the other with greater freedom ; but after having 
finished a book or a aectiou, recall what you have read 
by an act of memory, and indicate the contents with the 
greatest brevity. Then besides, write down expressions and 
phrases that particularly occor to you ; so too you ought to 
write down eveiy new word immediately, and read over the 
list at night. 

Let critics and emendators alone for the present. The 
time will come when yon will be able to read them with 
profit. The artist most first learn to draw, before he be^ns 
to ose colours, and he must know how to handle the ordinary 
colours, before he decides for or against the nse of transparent 
tints. About writing I have spoken to you already. Bo not 
read all that comes to band, even of ancient anthors ; there 
are plenty of bad ones among them. £o1ub only permitted 
the one wind to blow that was to waft Ulysses to his desti- 
nation, and bound the rest ; unchained, and blowing all at 
once, they caused him endless wandering. 

Study histoiy after a double mode, according to the 
persons and according to the states. Make systematic surveys 
frequently. 

The advice that I give yon, I should give to every one 
in your place. The censure I should have to give to 
very many. Do not suppose that I am unaware of this, 
and that I do not joyfully give you full credit for your 
indastiy. 

The study which I require of you makes very httle show. 
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advimces slowly, and it will perhaps depress you to see a 
long serieB of years before yoa, exclusively devoted to 
acquirement. But, my dear fellow, truly to learn and to 
acqnin, is the true good of theoretical life, and oar lifetime 
is not so short But long as it may be, we have ever to go 
on learning. Thank God that it is so ! 

And now, may Crod bless your labours, and give yon the 
right disposition, that you may carry them on to your own 
welfare and happiness, to the joy of your parents, and of 
all of OB who have your virtue and respectability sincerely 
at heart 
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Ith March, 1823, Niebuhr and his fiunilj went to 

Kaples, where they spent five weekB ia examining the 
remarkable places in its neighbourhood, and he explored 
the public libraries. At the Royal Libraiy, he under- 
took the re™ion of a Manuscript, in his opinion Tery 
important — that of the grammarian, Charisdus. His 
leism« hours were spent with de Serre, with whom he 
contracted a friendship such as is rarely formed in 
later life, and carried on a regular correspondence up to 
de Serre's death. 

On leaving Naples, Niebuhr returned to Rome, viated 
for the last time, with his son, the scenes and spots that 
were dearest to him, and then, after a sorrowful parting 
with Chevaher and Madame Bunsen, and a few of his 
younger Meads, set out on his journey to Florence, 
whence he proceeded, by way of Bologna, Verona, and 
Ferrara, to St Gall. 

Here he passed some weeks, partly to recruit his 
health, and partly to examine the MSS. in the celebrated 
Library of that place. He found that most of them 
were of a theological character ; but, among the excep- 
tions, he discovered the Panegyric of Merobaudes, which 
be revised and prepared for publication during his stay 
there. From St. Gall, he went to Heidelberg, to visit 
two of his earliest friends — the aged Voss, and Thibaut, 
his companion at college. He next visited Bonn, in order 
to see Professor Brandis, and, after remaining there 
some time, determined to select it as his place of resi- 
dence until it sboidd be finally decided whether or not 
he returned to Rome. 
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Letters written in 1823. 



TO COUNT ADAM UOLTEE 

Ron, Slh AlkMoTK 1S23. 
My deab Friend, 

You must ascribe my long silence simply and solely 
to avkwardness. As I did not immediately answer the 
letter by which yon offered me an opportunity of renewing 
our correspondence, after your visit to Rome, I have been 
waiting all this long time for some other occasion on which 
I could begin writing to yon. But, though I am snfiSciently 
inclined in general to self-reproach, I think I may be 
forgiven in this instance for not having answered your letter 
unmediately. Everything came on us at once ; my wife's 
confinement, &c., the effects of which lasted long afterwards ; 
the negotiations on ecclesiastical affairs; and the NeapoUtan 
insurrection and Punchinello-revolntioo, which threatened 
ns here with an unpleasant farce. Then followed such a 
vrinter of perpetual society and dissipation as I never under- 
went before ; in short, so much time passed over without my 
fulfilling the duty which a kind Heaven had pointed out, that 
I was at last too much ashamed to write. 

The particular reason of my writing to you at last, my dear 
old Mend, is as follows : Dora mentions the betrothal of 
your Charles as an event about which she has already 
written to ns, but this is a mistake. I know nothing more 
than the bare fact, but it is enough to make me greet yoa 
again, and wish you and your Charles every blessing ; and 
I doubt not, nay, I have the fullest confidence, that this 
decision for his life will be so fortunate, that his friend may 
rejoice over it with his father. May God grant it, and 
preserve his paths from the thorns on which you have been 
forced to tread ! Our youth' feU in a time of illusions and 
hopes ; the youth of the present age, who are kept close to 
realities almost as our fathers were, have a right to demand 
other compensations frota Fate. 
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That X never once made use of yoar residence in Rome 
to unite the preaent with departed days, is one of the things 
— there are not few of them — ^for which I can never be 
consoled, which will embitter the retrospect of my life in my 
last hour. It was as though a apell lay upon me ; I felt 
that it would be enough to utter one word; once to give 
vent to the emotions of the heart in tears. But I could not 
unclose my lips to speak that word. The past could not rise 
a^in from its grave, and I felt as though it would have 
shaken the foundations of that present which it is now the 
daty of my life to preBerre and develop. 

When you had left, I would gladly have hastened after 
yon, end spent one day more with yon, at whatever cost. 
Thus I suffered under a torturing constraint, which still 
rends my heart whenever I think of that time which 
might have refreshed and strengthened me, as for as is 
still possible for me. My mind is like a nation that has 
passed through a revolution, and now must proceed in a 
new order, as the old order is irrecoverably destroyed. I 
economise the little still left out of my old treasures, 
recognising now how inexpressibly valuable was what I once 
possessed ; and with what the new time has brought me, I 
teach myself to folfil my duties, and take the relations of life 
as they come. 

My position here has one essential defect, that I cannot 
satisfy the requirements of those who have no possible claim 
upon me but through my official station ; that I cannot 
afford to keep open house for idle travellers, and would 
rather bear their anger at my doing nothing, than their 
contempt for what I might offer. Rome has become the 
chief place of amusement for the collective idleness of 
Europe, and even if the Ministry would give me the means 
of undertaking a rdle in this dissipation, it would be terrible 
to waste one's time upon it. 

This consideration makes it less difficult for me to resign 
my present office, although we have but a very oncertain 
future before us, and I will not deny that the prospect 
of returning to Germany gives me some uneasiness. But 
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Gretchen's feelings are the deciding point ; she feels that 
the air here is poison to her, and so there was nothing more 
to consider. 

Our chief care is to find a place where I may spend the 
remaining years of my life without the necessity of a further 
change. Other things being nearly equal, we shall certainly 
choose to settle as far as possible from the Hussian frontier. 

My Marcus is a boy of excellent capacities ; his education 
amidst antiquity has been perfectly snccessfdl. The old 
world is to him the true and real one ; the modem only 
something accidental. This will undoubtedly render some 
bitter discoveries necessary in the fatore. Ancient history 
and mythology are as familiar to him as to a Soman boy 
eighteen hundred years ago, and he is burning with sym- 
pathy and sheds tears for the heroes of the Trojan time, 
over the literal Latin translation of the Odyssey, which to 
us seems so miserable. He looks forward confidently to 
climbing Parnassus, and seeing Jupiter and the old gods 
there, of whom I told him the modem Greek tradition, that 
tiiey have taken refuge on the summit of the mountain. 

Wben yon were here, my friend, we spoke often, as you 
will remember, of de Serre ; it is the happiest result of my 
residence in this city, that ke has been here, and that we 
have become intimate fdends. As the ancients wrote to, 
and for, an individiial, I mean to write for him a short, 
compendious narrative of the Boman History through all its 
centuries. Is de Serre still called a thoroi^h-going servant 
of despotism by the German liberals ? There are Cabinets 
in which he is held to be a mad poetical visionary, and no 
doubt a revolutionist. 

Farewell, my dear friend, and if you have not quite effaced 

me from your memory, write to me about your Charles 

Your old friend, 

NiEBtJHR. 
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TO COUNT DE & 

Rovm m Febntary, 1S23. 
M. LE COMTB, 

I ahttll profit by a perfectly safe opportnnity to send 
you some reflections on the state of England. Yon will 
receive them with kindness, but I do not recommend them 
the less to your indulgence.'^ 

On that country I have a ri^t to form an opinion ; I have 
a right to except against that of the En^sh, and to criticise 
it, as much as if the question related to my own country, and 
the opinion of my fellow-countrymen respecting its state, 
for I know England as well as if I had been bom there. I 
was taught the language in my earliest childhood, and from 
the age of ten years I was in the constant habit of reading 
the English journals ; my father sent me there to finish my 
studies, and to become acqaainted with the political and 
civil life of a free people, as well as to study rural economy, 
commerce, the appHcation of chemistry to the arts, and 
lastly, finance. With introductions from him (who, though 
little known at home, was the object of universal respect 
in England,) to the most eminent men of that conntr)-, I 
was as if naturalised there ; and, after having quitted it, 
I continued to watch with the same interest the minutest 
details of its circumstances, and have followed its moral, 
political, and financial history, for the last twenty years, with 
an attenfjon which such events as those of 1806 and 
1818 have rarely sufficed to diminish- And the more I 
occupied all my leisure moments with researches into the 
history of the institutions and laws of the nations of 
antiquity, the more I was led to turn my attention to the 
history of England, among those states, where the free in- 
stitutions of the Middle Ages have maintained themselves 
for a more or less lengthened period, and where even im- 
portant changes — as, for instance, in the tenure of property — ■ 

* Thi« Eehij, entitled " Ueber EngUud'e Zuknnft," it pabUahed in 
Niobubr's " Nnchgelanene Scbriften," p. 426. 
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have been brought to pass in tbe course of their n&tural 
development Lastly, I have more especially devoted my 
attention to the finance of England, on account of a work, 
the idea of which I conceived some years ago ; namely, a 
history of the finances of all European states from the peace 
of 1783, preceded by a picture of their condition at that 
epoch, and terminated by a statement of the results. 

I beg, M. le Comte, that you will simply consider this 
explanation as a statement of the circumstances which 
make me feel myself entitled to discuss, without presump- 
tioD, the questions treated of in my Uttle essay. 

In reasoniag, on the future, I have asked myself, what 
should I do in Mr. Canning's place, with his principles and 
his character f Will you be one of those who would now 
accuse me of attributing reckless audacity to him with 
injustice ? I think not. 

It was by similar chains of reasoning, that I ased always 
to divine the projects of Napoleon, and even the plans of his 
campaigns. 

England must choose between two futures. Has she the 
will and the power to adopt a manly and virtuoos policy ? 
Then she wiU occupy herself with the moral reformation of 
socie^, she will renounce the project of domineering over 
and weakening the Continent of Eorope ; and she will leave 
the growth of the America of the North in the' hands of 
Providence : she may deplore a war with Spain, but she will 
not give a mortal blow to the restoration in France. Is she 
willing to brave the greatest dangers, confident that she can 
surmount them, and to found an empire such as no power 
may dare to attack ? Then she will adopt precisely the 
course which I have traced out. 

In writing for yon, M. le Comte, I have thought it 
unnecessary to add to my prophecies the restrictions, if such 
or such an event happen, by which on other occasions one is 
obhged to guard against the taunt, often little merited, of 
having predicted events which are not reaUsed. Unforeseen 
accidents may arrest Mr. Canning in his career ; for myself, 
I simply say that he will arrive at the results which I have 
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indicated, if, as eTetything leads as to believe, he is able to 
advance without restraint. 

Have yoa ever read in Germany a paper of Lessing's, 
which alarms pious pereons, but which is none the less 
worthy of a profound philosopher, " die Erztekung dt* 
MetuckengeacklechU ? " * There is in that paper a sentence 
of the deepest significance: "The enthusiast," he. says, 
" and the philosopher are fireqaently only at variance as to 
the epoch in the future at which they place the acc<nnplish- 
ment of their efforts. The enthusiast does not recognise 
the slowness of the pace of time. An event not immediately 
connected with the time in which he lives is to him a nullity." 
Do not attribute to me the idea that the defects, which as I 
think are eating into the vital principle of England, threaten 
her existence in our times, or those of our children. My 
views would admit of development to a very much greater 
extent with regard to Ireland and other points ; but these 
rapidly sketched pages would then extend into a volume. 

Dnring the few weeks yet remaining of our stay in Rome, 
I shall have absolutely no time to write you the essay on 
Boman history for which yon asked me. It shall be my 
occupation at Baden Baden. I feel warmly grateful to yon 
for having asked me for it. The ancients wrote for the 
Mend to whom they dedicated a book ; this gives marked 
characteristics to what is written ; this enables one to dis- 
pense with precautions against the misapprehensions of 
such and such readers. It is an inestimable advantage to 
me that yon understand our language so well ; in writing, 
for the future, I shall &ncy that I am speaking to you. 
AttictiB wrote an abstract of the history of Borne for the nse 
of his Mend Cicero ; may I not recall this example on my 
own behalf? .... 

Society here is about to abandon itself to amusements 
during the carnival. There is something fearful in these 
pitiable amnsements at a moment when all our lives are in 
the balance. 'What a despicable generation is this of oursi 
I even prefer the Greeks of Constantinople, quarrelling 
* The Edneatioo of the Emmui Race. 
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about their theological disputes, to our contemporaries, who 
require diversioDa for their ennui, who flock to balls on the 
eve of a niuTersal crisis, which is teaching us all how predout 
wcu the time by which we neglected to profit. For my own 
part, I share in the feelings of a dying man who reproaches 
himself for not having employed his life well. Lent and 
its silence will be a relief to me. I have just bought a copy 
of Leonardo da Yinci. 

.... As you do me the honour of allowing me to plan 
your Italian library, I would warmly recommeDd to you the 
Florentine History of Varcbi, if yoa can find a complete 
copy of it; almost all are mutilated. In reading this 
author, I have seen that we may be incredibly circum- 
stantial, and yet rivet the attention. It will make you 
acquainted with a great man — Femicci— of whom there are 
80 few ! . . . . 

ccxcv. 

Rome, 2StA Fdtnarji, 1S28. 

.... I have sent word to Cardinal Gonsalvi that you 
wish to be informed of the state of his health. Your interest 
in him has given him the most lively pleasure, and he sends 
you hia sincere acknowledgments. Alas ! I have no agreeable 

news to give you on this subject It appears to me 

certain that the seat of the disease is the oesophagus, and 
that the nerves of the gangUon are attacked. I am not 
aware whether you think it allowable to believe in animal 
magnetism, but for my part I have faith in it, and I believe 
that if cure were possible in this case, it must be son^t in 
this remedy 

I have read with terror the speeches in the Fnglish 
parliament. I regret that I did not take notes of the number 
of the " EapectadoT," a journal in which M. de Si Miguel 
wrote at that time, in which last year his Britannic Majesty, 
now the ally of Don Miguel, was accused of having poisoned 
his daughter, his wife, and Napdeon I 

I shudder when I think of the future. The infatuated 
men have brought us to the point of having pat England, 
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aiid the English ministry, at th« bead of the revolutioniiry 
party. There are some ministers who ou^t to follow the 
example of Lord Londonderry 



CKXCVI. 
TO MADAME HEN8LER. 

Naplm, 6lk AyrU, 1SS3. 

We hare been here a week, and, as is always the case with 
a season of great enjoyment, the time slips away very 
quickly, and it makes me sad to think that a quarter of that 
which we can spend here is already over. It is years cer- 
tainly since I spent snch happy days. In this elastic atmo- 
sphere yon feel elastic ; the sense of weight and lassitude 
which diffuses itself through your whole body in Rome, at 
least if yon remain long there without a break, TanisbeB in 
Naples. I believe it was not without reason, and not merely 
for the sake of the scenery, that the old Romans regularly 
visited their country houses on the shores of this bay. Sky, 
earth, and sea, compose a whole which certainly far tran- 
scends my expectations ; and in de Serre's society I have all 
that my heart and intellect have so long and sorely missed, 
and there is a friendship between our families which already 
extends even to the children. I really feel several years 
younger, and able to work hard without a laborious effort 

We arrived here on Marcus's birth-day. The whole 
journey had been a festival to him, and it was a deep joy to 
us to perceive hie open susceptibilities to all these new 
impressions. We felt how much he had developed and 
improved during the past year, on comparing him with his 
former self. It is an inestimable advantage for him that we 
have remfuned here so long, for, in his own way, he enjoys 
eveiything, antiquities and nature, like a grown person, and 
with all the bliss of childhood superadded. No, I do not 
think that any one ever had a happier childhood ! The 
ni^t before his birthday, we slept at a little place called 
St. Af^ta ; we had stopped at midday at Mola (it was a most 
beautiful day), to feast our eyes on the bay and the prospect 
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towards Gaeta. The boy was intoxicated with delist, and 
hia ecstacy kept his sotil awake to the last second, when hia 
body was long since quite tired ont. When he was in bed, 
he clnng round his mother's neck, and said in Qerman, 
" Mother, how very happy I am that God has given me such a 
good father and mother, and anch good sisters ! " My heart 
was very tender, and I could not help begging his pardon, 
because I once punished him severely for a piece of mischief 
which Lucia had done, and not he, but we were compelled 
to believe that he was the culprit, and was trying to screen 
himself by a lie ; I said that I had been unjust to him : 
" No, father, that you never were ! " he answered with the 

greatest warmth 

A manuscript which I must collate, at least in all the 
important passages, in order to be justified in editing a work 
which has been printed from very bad copies of the same, 
takes up much of my time, which mi^t be spent more 
pleasantly ; but I think I ought not to lose this opportunity, 
as it is scarcely probable that any one else will be found to 
undertake a task which has been left undone for three 
centuries. The people here are very obliging ; and when I 
have finished this task, I mean to embrace the unexpected 
offer of permission to read the fac-aimilea of the Herculaneau 
papyrus-rolls, the proof-sheets of which have been already 
printed &om copper-plates, but which are not yet published. 
Of the knavery of the people we had a strong proof, in 
the sum they asked for unloading our carriage, else they 
cannot be worse than those we have left, and their vivacity 
is a strong recommendation to them, compared with the 
lifeless indolence of &e Romans. It certainly tends to 
make one judge them more favourably that we have lived so 
many years in Italy, and have long since ceased to make 
the demands, the non-fulfilment of which plunges any 
foreigner into despair, who cannot indemnify himself by a 
general enthusiasm. At Terracina you begin to meet with 
southern scenery and southern productions ; the oranges at 
Rome are sour, and we have often remarked that we had 
never eaten such bad ones in Germany ; the Sicilian ones 
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here certunly possess b perfection such as ihey never retain 
when brought across the sea to the north. But the differ- 
ence of the climate is shown most strikingly by the &ct, that 
it is advisable here when the sun has shone into a room, to 
open the window in the evening in order not to suffer from 
the sultry air during the night ; while it was only a few days 
before we left Rome, that we could do altogether without 
a fire, and most likely should not have given it up so soon 
except in prospect of the journey 

ccxcvu. 

Vitua,iMApril.\62t. 

.... I have seen a great deal of de Serre, and this short 
period of uninterrupted intimate intercourse has so perfected 
our friendship as to secure its steady duration, even if we 
should never meet again. I revere him more than ever, 
from seeing liini in all the relations of life, and I now say, as 
an eye-witness, what I was convinced of before, from the 
picture which I had formed of him to myself, that his 
character is as perfectly virtuous and as spotless in its 
purity, as he is great as a man, and rare as a genius. 

His family is certainly one of ^e happiest on the &ce of 
the earth; a lively and sensible wife, who admires her 
husband, and is proud of him, whom he loves very tenderly ; 
his children are the objects of his warmest affection. All 
who belong to the embassy belong to the family, and even 
the servants who have come here with them, seem rather to 
be in the position of &ithful retainers than domestics. The 
interior of the family has no more the tone of the fashionable 
world than belongs to his position as a representative of his 
country, and this tone appears only when his official position 
is in question, which is very seldom ; at other times his 
mode of life, notwithstanding the size of the estahlishmeiit, 
and the elegance of the apartments, is quite that of a 
commoner, and yon enter into all the arrangements and 
feelings of the family just as you would with people of our 
cless. De Serre's long residence in Germany, particularly 
in his youth, during the emigration, his intimate acquaintance 
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with our language and literature, his taste for them, the 
man; Tieissitudes through which he has passed, the neces- 
sity of earning lus bread as an advocate afler his return, 
have certainly bron^t to extraordinary perfection, one of 
the rarest spirits that nature has ever created. Conscious 
of his powers, all his external giits of fortune are to him 
neither a posBession of value, nor a fetter. 

We see each other daily, and ofl^n more than once in the 
day ; we have made excursions together as &r as the weather 
would permit, and farther 



TO COUNT DE SEEEE. 

BoHit, ISA Monk, 1823. 

.... The new Chancellor of the Exchequer proves him- 
self incomparably superior to his predecessor, the inept 
Mr. Yansittart, so extolled in the semi-official pamphlet 
which appeared last year. His financial statement deserves 
full confidence, with one correction, which is, however, veiy 
essential ; namely, the following : 

I adopt his estimate of the receipts, as they would be if no 
duties had been repealed, at 52,200,0001. Deducting the 
amount of these duties, we shall have rather under 
50,000,000/.; but I do not donbt that the revenues will 
reach this amount, or perhaps rather more. 

He has, however, no right to add to these receipts the 
4,850,0001. due from the Trustees of Half-pay and Pensions, 
because these Commissioners will only have this money by 
borrowing it; which reduces the real surplus to 150,000/., 
and annihilates the Sinldng Fund. I need hardly remind 
you that I do not regard this as a great evil for England. 

Such is the reality which I can vouch for ; and I suspect 
that the very imperfect manner in which these discussions 
are reported in the English journals, conceals a result still 
less favourable. I do not find in the statement of expenses 
the 3,050,000/., which, with the 2,800,000/. constitutes the 
i,850,000/. to be advanced by the Trustees of Half-pay and 
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PenBioQB. Now I attribate this omissiou simply to the 
ignorance of those who report the Parliamentary debates in 
the journals. The new Minister has wished to make a 
sensation, to inqiire Europe with admiration, but I can 
scarcely bring myself to believe that he has been gnilty of a 
piece of low canning, such as the Ministers of absolute 
mooarchs not onfrequently indulge in. Still, it seems 
evident to me that this sum ought to be added to the 
expenses, and then the balance would stand as follows: 

Tobd eipeiUM williout the man to b« boirowad od annutiai 

for tlM PeDUoa List £4S,8S^TM 

Sum to be borrowed in order to pay the PenMon Liet . . 2,0SO,00O 



ToUl receipts, ftfter the Buppresaion of the duties, which will 

be paid howBTer for the first half }reH .... £50,000,000 



From which will result a deficit of £1,90S,1M 



You will smile at my saying that this budget merits all 
confidence, when I nevertheless destroy its results. I ought 
to have said that all the facts are exact; but that the 
calculations should be corrected.* 

What the Minister says respecting the reforms and 
retrenchments made in the adminisbation, admits of no 
doubt, and does great honour to the government. 

There is however nothing alarming in this deficit, even if 
it should not disappear before the more ample information 
which I shall endeavour to obtain from London itself; it 
will simply force the government to adopt at last the only 
existing course by which the finances of En^and can be 
saved ; namely, to change the system of taxation entirely, 
in the manner which I have indicated.+ The opinions of 
Mr. fiicardo and Lord Somers prove that the most correct 

* The actual reoeipta of the jmt 1823 including 1,S7S,0001. reoelTed from 
the Trustees of the Kaval and Military Pensioni, amounted to C7fiT%999L, 
the actual sipsnditure to 60,9S2,014J. 

f In the Essay " Ueber EnQlamdi Zvhuift,'' before referred to, in whieh he 
advocates the substitution of a property.tax for th« wious direct ttXM already 
existing, u the lsiid>tsz, poor-rate*, Ac 
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thiiikers in England are beginning to have a glimpse of its 
necessity, its indispensable necessity. The repeal of taxes 
avails nothing, and is not the effect of abondauce in the 
finances ; it is the effect of an inevitable necessity and onght 
to be compensated by a property-tax. 

The bndget altogether is not a financial, but a political 
mafter. Hence 1 cannot conceive how it is, that, out of 
England, people do not examine it, nor test the calculations. 

lliis would frustrate the policy of the English Minister ; 
bnt the re&tation oa^t not to exaggerate anything. 

An infinity of facts have come to my knowlege lately, and 
confirm what I have written upon England. Thus a land- 
owner declares that he would be cont«nt to sell for 31,0001. 
an estate for which he paid 73,000i. in 1610. 

Have yon heard, M. le Comte, that Count Monster had 
informed the Hanoverian envoys, that the King of England, 
as King of Hanover, entirely approves the resolutions of 
Verona ; and that he is even convinced that Europe would 
fall a prey to revolution if the allied powers displayed less 
energy? It is evident that they fear a continental war which 
might endanger Hanover. 

The French post of to-day will bring you deplorable news ! 
So the men who now exclude a colleague,* without being 
aaihorised to do so, by a regulation which is undoubtedly 
too indulgent, bnt which is the law, are in part the same who 
rejected your proposition for increasing the authority of the 
president ! 

M. Wicar had promised me to call at last on the picture- 
dealer to-day to examine the Filippo Lippi ; I do not know 
if he has kept his promise ; he has not come to inform me of 
the result. The picture-dealer, whom I requested to be at 

* Doiiiig the dabata* in the French Chamber of Deputiei on the proposed 
war mth Spain, in order to luppreu the Coiutitntion and restore Bbeolutiam, 
H. Hinuel, deputf for La Vend^ was azclnded &om (he Chamber, by a vota 
of tbe ultia-TojaliBt m^oiity, for having used the ezpreanon, " Ton wiili to 
■BTo the Ufe of Ferdinand, and fbiget thkt tbe 3tiurta were orertiiFown 
because they aoi^t the aid of Praaae, — that Lonia the Kzteentb'a head fell 
becauM for^pwa mixed themBelvei in the oaiue of France." These words 
were declared to be a defence of regidde, although Uanne! explained that he 
had uaed them with the contrary intention. 
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home to receive Wicar, Ikas sent me word that Wicar is his 
enemy ; I hope it has not come to pouiards. 

I rejoice in your acquisitionB in pictnrea. What a pity it 
is that the riches of Italy are almost ezhaasted 1 

I, too, cannot help believing that there are afluuties 
between the Gonvulsions of the phjmical world, and those of 
the moral order of things. I venture to predict that, in 
twenty or thirty years, a terrible plague will devastate Europe. 
In three or four hundred years, it will be possible to calculate 
the increase or diminution of the human race, and the change 
in the maximum of heat and cold, &c. 

Au revoir. Count, if the communications of Wicar do not 
occasion you another letter before my departure. Meanwhile, 
permit me to assure yon once more of the unchangeable 
devotion of my heart. Niebuhr. 

CCXCIX.* 

The redaction of the rate of interest on the State debt is 
extremely facilitated by the existence of another stock, to 
which it is desirable to reduce it. 

If none snch exist, the fond-holder will estimate the 
indemnity which is due to him, in proportion to the interest; 
he will consider himself injured if you do not offer him 129 
of nominal capital for 100, when you wish to reduce the five 
per cent, to four per cent. 

If more than one kind of stock exists, at different rates of 
interest, their respective prices wHl have fixed themselves in 
very different proportions, for they are regulated by two 
ef&cients of unlike nature ; namely the annual product as an 
investment, and the expectation of a rise when it may be 
desirable to part with them. Moreover, experience proves 
that, in all cases, state bonds bearing a smaller interest, fetch 
ft higher price in proportion than those bearing higher 
interest. Thus, before 1780, the Dutch bonds at two-and-a- 

■ Thia p»per.b«an no dAt^ but it SMmi to be in ita place her^ althou^ it 
ma; pouibly have been written somewhat earlier. — [Note by the Editor of 
the LebemHachrkhleit.'j 



...dtyGooglc 



LETTEBS FBOM BOHE IN 1KS3. 267 

half per ceat, fetcbed ODe himdred and eight per cent., those 
at three per cent., only from one hundred and ten to one 
hundred and twelve. It ia euperfluous to cite the example 
of the English and American funds. 

Up to the financial operations of Mr. Pelham, England 
had alleviated the burden of her public debt by arbitrary 
reductions, after the example of Holland, of the various 
states of Italy, of Spain, not to speak of France, the only 
one which it is usual to decry as an act characterised by 
violence. Mr. Pelham found himself obliged to obtain a 
semblance of voluntary assent on the part of the stock- 
holdeiB ; but the great difficulty found in carrying out Sir 
John Barnard's plan, arose from the absence of a regulating 
stock, bearing interest below four per cent. For this reason, 
it was necessary to wait till the iands had risen much above 
par, and even then to expose themselves to the risk of failure. 

Mr. Fitt did all that he could to augment the mass of the 
five per cents., in order that his successors might one day 
have it in their power to diminish the burden of the debt 
very sensibly ; it was in order to render this operation 
feasible that he made so much effort to give importance to 
the four per cents. Throngh pusillanimity Mr. Vansittart 
did not accomphsh till 1823, what he might have done 
in 1818. 

If there existed in France a stock at four per cent., as well 
as the five per cents., it is indubitable that the latter being 
at ninety per cent., the four per cents, would be at seventy- 
eight or eighty, instead of seventy-two. The foreigner, 
speculating in the French funds, would prefer them to those 
of which the price would be more nearly at par, for his 
imt^ination would represent to him a profit of a quarter 
instead of that of a ninth : the amount of this stock would 
be more limited than that of the five per cents., which would 
necessarily produce a more considerable rise than the invest- 
ment of the same sum; finally, small capitals would be 
invested in it to a greater extent. 

I could have wished that the opportunity had been 
embraced of creating a stock at five per cent., when the 
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treasury Bold the twelve and a half millions of stock, or else 
when the retmbnrsement took place. 

Undoubtedly this operation could not have been accom- 
plished without malcitig up youT mind to some loss, since 
the exchequer ought to hare the whole sum reimborsed, 
which it had expended in the purchase of the stock that it 
had been necessary to realise. But I am iuclined to think, 
— BO far as one has a ri{^t to form an opinion at sncb a 
distance, — that this loss would not have been very consider- 
able : at any rate, there would have been no need to create 
fifteen millions, instead of twelve and a half, to obtain the 
same sum. I believe that the commissioners might have 
gradually drawn out the four per cents, on the Exchange, 
that the five per cents, would have risen more than they have 
done, and that they might have had the satisfaction of ending 
by investing a part of the four per cents, at the same price 
at which the grand negotiation was concluded. 

Yoa will pardon a foreigner the quaint expression, that 
there exists a species of emulation between the different 
kinds of public funds of the same nature, which impels them 
all forward when they are inclined to rise. Without a stock 
at four per cent., that at five per cent, would with difficult; 
lise above par, and till it should have exceeded par, a re- 
duction of the interest of the debt could produce no result 
of sufficient importance. 

In no wise personally interested that this measure should 
be some day carried out with success, and before long, it 
being in fact raUier contrary to my interest, since I am not 
at all inclined to sell what I possess in the five per cents., it 
is for the interest of Europe in general, that I desire to see 
those brilliant ameliorations efiiected in France, which will 
ensure gratitude and respect to the government. 
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CCC. 

BOHB, 9th May, 1S23. 

My beloved and revered &iead, this letter to yon is tbe 
first I have written since my arrival in this city, now almost 
become a home to me. Youis bad arrived bere before we 
bad completed our tedious journey, and was the first I read 
after that of a friend of my youth, who, for a period of 
almost thirty years, has guarded my life like a guardian 
angel, and who now stands before me and above me lihe a 
departed spirit in a better world ; a Mend who has awakened 
in me the beet powers of my heart and mind, and roused 
them to action. 

I have no words to tell you, bow heartily I love you, and 
how acately I miss your presence and your society. Tbey 
could be only words of passion, which I can no longer utter. 
The time spent with you and yours, was the happiest that we 
have passed in Italy, and, throu^ you, Naples will remain 
a hallowed spot in our memory as long as we Uve. Any real 
blessing we have once enjoyed is, in its best part, imperish- 
able ; and for old age, on the borders of which I stand, there 
can remain but little beside recollections. Still I fancy if I 
could live with you, I should grow young again instead of 
growing old. 

I have learnt to know you as a husband and father ; and 
my affection for you has found new and rich food ; my wife 
and children cling to you and yours with that cordiality, 
without which the fiiendahip of two men who are fathers 
of families must always remain imperfect. I esteem you 
happy in your household blessings, and congratulate myself 
that I have no reason to envy you in that respect. I con- 
stantly think of your wife with esteem, and with the pleasure 
which her bright, energetic, graceful ways inspire, and which 
is heightened by all that surrounds her ; your children dwell 
in my heart as if they were of my own kindred. 

My wife, who had been accustomed to &ank sociability, 
had for years punfully felt the want of it here. She found 
it in your house, and if she gained strength in Naples, it was 
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certainly much less owing to the air and the iieiglibourhood 
of the sea, which she had been nsed to firom her childhood, 
than to you and your dear wife. Marcus will never forget 
yon, and the thought of your approval or disapproval will, I 
trust, ever remain with him, as it is now, a powerful incentive 
to good. As be grows older, and able to understand it, he 
will hear more and more of you, and the love with which he 
clings to you, is a holy sentiinent whose preservation will be 
one of my first cares. He and the little ones remember your 
children with childish friendship, and yoor wife with gratitude 
and love. 

We all pray that God's richest blessing may accompany 
you and your family, and the pious lips of the innocent 
children only echo the voice of their hearts. We pray that 
all the happiness you possess may be preserved to you ; that 
you may have a vocation worthy of your noble mind, and 
receive a blessing in this vocation ! These sentiments are 
onr thanks for all your love and kindness, and for the happy 
time that we owe to you. 

Hearty thanks for your letters, with which your &therland 
wiU be no foreign land to us. To your relations and friends 
I shall be able to speak of you out of the fulness of my heart ; 
here I cannot, excepting with a few young friends. .... 



CCCL 

Ron, Uh May, 1B33. 

My revered friend, I shall try a commercial route to 
announce to you some tidings, which are in every pcnnt of 
view important to you. 

It seems an understood thing that the King of Naples 
will remun at Vienna during the whole of this summer ; or 
rather, it is said here, that it is quite certain. 

But what I have to tell you now will sound to you quite 
incredible ; and yet on closer consideration you will find it 
very probable. 

It has been represented to your ministry, and they perceive 
themselves, that it might probably be impossible to get 
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possession of the person of the King of Spain while hunting, 
and that yet the Junta coold not supply the place of the 
monarch for any length of time. It has therefore been 
proposed to allow King Ferdinand of Naples, as his uncle, 
to be nominated to the regency, bat with the condition that 
he shall appoint a substitute. He will hardly choose the' 
Duke of AngQul6me as his delegate. The nomination is to 
take place when the Junta is installed at Madrid ; and it ia 
positively asserted that this city will be occupied on the 
28th.' Immediately upon this, the Count Bnmetti will come 
forward in his capacity of Austrian ambassador. 

The objects of all this are as clear as day. 

Two Spanish privateers have appeared before Civita 
Vecchia. This has suspended all the shipments of com to 
Marseilles, which had just begun with fair prospects. 

I say nothing to you about the proclamation of the Junta. 
You probably know that Eguia is a decrepit, avaricious 
general, without any personal weight. Of the other two I 
know nothing. 

Qive rue to understand whether this letter reaches your 
hands uninjured. If you are sure of it, write to me when 
you find it necessary to be quite secure of secresy, under 

cover of a Neapolitan firm to , at Bome, or if I have 

left Italy, in the same way to St. Gall, addressed to . 

The new Austrian postal regulations, to which the unpar- 
donable detention of the correspondence at Bologna has 
certfunly afforded a justification, place the whole correspon- 
dence of Italy under police awrveiUaaice. As regards the 
speedy dispatch of letters to Germany this is evidently an 
advantage ; but even the letters to Farma mast go hy way of 
Mantua. 

With all my heart your friend. 

* The Duke of AngouUme eDterad Madrid on tiie iUth of ApriL 
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OOCHI. 
TO UADAMB HENSLBB. 

B(iMK,lltJlJri)9, 1SS3. 
It goes to my very heart to think that this is the last 
letter I shall write to you from Borne. We live now like 
travellers in another house, quite in a different quarter. 
Yesterday I went with Marcos to our old home, which the 
owner is having altered and newly arranged for himself. It 
was like visiting a tomb. During the most gloomy times of 
oar sojourn here, his house has always seemed cheerful to 
me. The side entrance is close to the remtdns of the semi- 
circle of the theatre, once so magnificent. The house itself 
is built upon the ruin. You ascend a hi^ and narrow 
flight of steps, enter a lofty, dimly-lifted antechamber, and 
torning to the right, find yourself in an apartment, firom 
which the diffierent parts of the dwelling-house recede at 
ri^t angles, inclosing a garden on the same level, as both 
the house and the garden stand on arches and fragments 
that formed the first floor of the colossal ruin. Here, all 
that ve saw of Rome was the point of a single cupola, and 
we heard no sound, but the fail of a fountain in the garden. 
The owner is having everything altered ; the whole coui-t 
was crowded with beasts of biirden bringing building 
materials ; our sitting-room was full of workmen, who were 
employed on one side in building up the windows, and 
on the other in breaking through the walls, in order to 
change tiie windows into glass doors, opening on the 
garden. The marble steps beneath the windows, on which 
all the children had played in their turns, were already 
broken up — fruit-pieces, painted in fresco, which had been 
a constant source of deUght to them, were knocked away 
— where they had bo often played and wept, there was no 
sound but the pick-axe of the workmen; — that garden, 
the centre of the whole abode, where we had so often 
walked up and down, unless the weather were extraordinarily 
un&vourable, was now desolate and as still as death, — ^most 
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of the rooms were shut ap, and of one or two only coold we 
obtain a glimpBe by peeping tbrongh shatters or keyholes. 
The sight of what we had lost had made onr hearts heavy : 
this scene of destmction and the death-like silence lacerated 
them. Marcus has both tender and deep feelings ; he was 
affected, as I was. The demolition had even extended to the 
paintings on tiie ceiling, in which the stories of Paradise 
and the patriarchal times were represented, though not by a 
master's hand, still greatly to the delight of the children, 
whose eyes were constantly attracted thither by the beauttfiil 
effects of colour. They were already bespattered with white- 
wash, and as they had long been partially injured, while the 
poverty-stricken owner (who has lately made a rich match) 
allowed his princely dwelling to fall to decay, they were now 
destined to destruction. We went round in silence, and I told 
my boy, that as we wished to visit the Aventine once more, 
we would afterwards return to gather a few flowers for the 
last time in our beloved garden. We continued oar walk in 
silence and sadness ; the boy, who always tries to conceal 
sorrow, complained that he was tired, and that his feet hurt 
him ; we sat down on an old wall, and he crept close to me. 
£ven running down a path, along which I had often led him, 
hardly seemed to comfort him ; he took leave of the river, 
the pons Subliciiig, the island. " Yet I am not so sorry afi 
you are, papa," he said, " for I shall see it all again when 
I grow up." We went back to the desolate house, and 
gathered flowers from the plants and creepers which had 
belonged to ua for six years, and amongst which the children 
had grown up. I reminded myself that, even if we had not 
left Home, we should not have been able to remain more 
than a few days longer in this unequalled abode, and 
could not have saved it &om destmction. Still, it was 
with heavy hearts, hardly restraining oar tears, and bat 
little consoled by the parting greetings which my boy gave 
to the different buildings we passed, that we returned to onr 
present house. Do not let this make you think Marcus 
too sensitive, dearest Dora ; nothing can be farther from 
the truth. For God's sake, do not fancy him affected, or 
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acting a part ; ererytbisg comes from his heart. But the 
mins, and the city, iritli its neighbourhood, form his world. 
Do not either take me for sentimental, hecatise it seemed 
to me as though I were parting from a Mend when I stood 
before the statae of Marcus Aurelias, as the conntenance 
-was ht up and animated by the biighteBt rays of the evening 
sun. I feel reiy depressed. I leave this place with sorrow, 
because I know that I leave many true advantages behind 
me which cannot be replaced, and do not know what awaits 
me in my own country, whither I return as a stranger, and 

may probably have a bitter Ufe before me Farewell ; 

a long and gloomy period to us both lies behind me, and 
seems now bnt a short dark night. May God bless you ; 
may He give Gretchen health, may He preserve and 
develope the dear children 1 May He give me energy and 
wisdom to make use of the evening of my life ! . . . . 



TO THE COTTNT DE BERSE 

FLoantCB, 2Znd Map, 1SS3. 
M; HOST HEVEItED FltlEIfD, 

I shall put numbers to my letters, that you may 
know and inform me whether, and when, any of them are 

suppressed. I beg yon to do the same 

We have again been delighted with the waterfall of Term, 
and admired Assisi for the first tSme. I think you did not 
see this town of your great saint, and the noble buildings 
called into existence by the influence of a great and holy 
poor man on an age susceptible to such influence. Pray do 
not choose any other route, on your return, than that which 
will conduct you to Temi and Asusi. Near Nami you will 
see some grand scenery, and if you pan spare half an hour, 
visit the Bridge of Augustus, one of the greatest Roman 
works ; in Umbria, you will be delighted with the excellence 
of the husbandry. At Arezzo, I recommend the Cathedral to 
your attention, for the sake of its extraordinarily beautifbl 
painted glass. When you come to the Lake of Thraumene, 
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picture to yonrself (what no histomn mentiona in this way, 
bnt is, notwithstandii^, certfunly true) that Hannibal, when 
tiie Bomaos were awaiting him near Rimini, on the only 
high road then opened — that which passed through Bimim 
and Fohgno— forced his way from Lucca into Etmiia, 
through the lower valley of the Amo, then a morass ; and, 
while the Roman army hastened in terror through the most 
difficult passes of the Apennines towards Arezzo in order to 
gain the high road to Rome, he turned to the right, and, 
passing by Cortona, marched on Chiusi along the western 
bank of the lake : the Romans then advanced along the 
high road by forced marches towards Perugia ; bnt Hannibal 
&ced round, and took the defile of Passignano, just aa 
Davoust placed himself in our rear at Kosen, on the 
unhappy 14th of October. Hannibal, however, extended 
his right wing so far along ihe heights, that he engaged 
the heads of the Roman columns in the defile, at the 
same time that he pushed back their whole line towards 
the lake. 

I do not know whether the unfortunate General Vaudon- 
conrt — ^in whom I ^cy your country has had no slight loss — 
has taken this view ; no previous writer has ; and that is why I 
vmte this to you agfunst your journey home. Vaudoncourt's 
work, though printed at Milan, was not to be got at Rome ! 
I expect that one of Buonaparte's generals will have per- 
ceived, what the scholars have not dreamt of, that Hannibal's 
course before the battle of Trevia, was exactly that of 
Buonaparte before Marengo ; namely, that he crossed the 
Po below Piacenza, and cut the Roman army off from the 
road to Rome ; the Po and the fortresses were behind bini ; 
therefore, utter destruction was his doom if he were beaten ; 
but he knew that he should be victorious. 

Here in Tuscany, the traveller is gladdened by the general 
aspect of prosperity and cheer&lness ; the people appear to be 
in exactly the condition most agreeable to their true mode of life 
and natural feelings. Their moral snperiority to the Romans 
strikes you immediately, still more so their piety, irom its 
contrast to the total absence of it in Rome. You must not 

7 2 
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take it ill of us Protestants, if, after Beven years' residence in 
Rome (though the people there often go to church every day), 
we regard tiiis Tirtae as quite extinct among the Italians, 
hecaose it is absolutely so in the Papal city. We were much 
edified here on AVhit Tuesday by the real devotion of an 
immense multitude. It is, I think, easy to explain why it 
should be precisely at Bome that religious obserrances are 
now simply a wearisome task- work. 

To him, however, who knows the history of Florence, it is 
pfunful to feel how insignificant are the descendants of great 
forefathers, and how, even the monuments themselves would 
decay and be utterly demolished, if most of them were not 
built as if for eternity. Since we were here seven years ago, 
the facades of several old palaces have been pohshed up 
with the chisel and whitewashed ! The hotel at which we 
are staying, and which I highly recommend to you (Madame 
Hubert, in the Borgo Santi Apostoli), was the palace of the 
family Aeciaiuoli, whose lion carved in stone is still to be 
seen over the doors : this family, now almost extinct, 
numbered, from the thirteenth century onwards, great men 
of every kind among its members. The Florentines of ^lis 
day are everywhere destroying the old decorations of the 
houses, removing the pictures, and, instead of leaving the 
walls covered with paintings, among which there are always 
some masterpieces, having them daubed over with common 
landscapes by decoration painters. One &mily, Orlandini, 
did so with their villa quite lately, and gave the decorators 
paintings by way of payment, among which, there was a 
portrait from Raphael's haTid, which some favourite of fortune 
bought of the equally ignorant house-painter for 300 scudi. 
This is the talk among the amateurs. An intelligent German, 
who has lived here for a considerable time, says, that since 
he has been here, thirteen whole galleries have been sold, 

without including the small collectionB 

Literature and science seem to have reached their lowest 
ebb. During the seventeenth century, the Florentines still 
lived in the evening twilight of their brilliant day ; they were 
still full of real love for the old time, the material creations 
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of which, fts well as all civil forms which did Dot affect the 
sorereignty, yet existed, and made that time quite present to 
them ; they regarded themeelTee as citizens of the first city 
of Em-ope. Daring the former half of the eighteenth century, 
the country sank into poverty, and the inhabitants lost their 
acnteness and activity of mind; then followed a wise 
government, which restored prosperity to the country, but 
abrogated all the long-descended forms as tranmiels, and did 
not, like the Medicean, link itself on to the old times. The 
city began to understand that it was only a small part of 
Europe ; a literary sect sti*oTe against the evidence of this, 
and, without a spark of the intellect of the old Florentines, 
wanted to retain the position of their heirs, and rejected 
everything that had not p^sed away; they could see no 
value in anything unless it had ceased to exist. It seems to 
me, that there are ultras in every branch of human afiairs, 
and in every age, when a discord arises between the old and 
the new. Another party, to which all the men of the world 
attached themselves, seized on the ritUculous side of the 
former, became cosmopolitan, and found a source of satis- 
faction in the conunon wel&re of Europe, while evading 
the oblation of accomplishing anything themselves. Thus 
everything has gone to decay. 

The aforesaid literary aristocracy has at last become quite 
democratic, and is just now engaged in collecting &om the 
mouths of the porters and maidservants, as the possessors of 
the treasures of the old language, the idioms which they desire 
to impose upon the writers of Italy. Does not this union 
between that aristocracy which only consists in pretensions, 
and the proletarians from whom alone it has nothing to fear, 
exist also in political history? I have founditinthat of Rome. 

During the few days that we were in Rome, it was 
impossible to read through the documents laid before 
Parliament. Very likely they will have ceased to be topics 
of conversation by the time that I shall have leisure to read 
them in any place where they can be procured, and my 
hasty survey of the debates was enough to make me think 
like you, that Canning is playing a miserable part ; the 
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aasumptJonB, on the strengtli of which he went to such raah 
lengths in his expressions at the opening of Fsrliament, 
have not been confirmed, and therefore, bis STstem has been 
altered. I tun further certain, that even the English Cabinet 
would have seen no occurrence so unwillingly as the intro- 
duction of guarantees by France ; from this fear they are, I 
sboold Ibink, qnite delivered. The declaration of the Junta 
might, however, have very hazardous consequences, or on 
the other band, very &vourable ones, if they adroitly agreed 
to recognise the interest due on the English demands, which 
tbey must do some time, and made it pajrable. 

The coarse of the military movements in Spain, so tar, is 
exactly what mi^t be expected in such a state of decay and 
moral degradation. I know, indeed, nothing since the 
head-qoorters were fixed in Burgos. The mention of fevers 
gave me anxiety, and I feel grieved that np to this time, as 
far as we can see, none but the clergy and the proletarians 
have come forward actively in favour of tbe coonter- 
revolntion ; there is no mention t£ the hij^er dassea of tbe 
laity. Thus appearances seem to point towards a repetition 
of the system which was so unfortunately adopted at Naples 
after 1799, After all, such a decay as that from which 
Spain falls to pieces at tbe first blow, is a terrible sight ! 
So rotten has Europe become throi^b revolution ! The 
aspect of this is so threatening for us all, that one cannot really 
abandon oneself to exultation at tbe exposure of tbe vaunts 
of tbe Liberals. Tbe disease must constantly gain groond. 

I can well conceive that the population of France must 
be increasing at an enormous rate, as ours with 12,000,000 
under so much less favourable circumstances, is increasing 
at tbe rate of more than 150,000 a year. We ere all 
weighed down by tbe impossibility of em^ration on a large 
scale. However, we shall in&Uibly be one day visited by 
fearful pestilences, which will again produce a receding tide 
in tbe number of human beings ; as in the fourteentb 
century, when tbe greater part of Italy and Germany, at all 
events, were much more tJiickly peopled than tbey are even 



...dtyGooglc 



BETURK TO GEBMANY. 



CCCIT. 
TO HADAHE HENSLER. 

St. OAU,16(A/<tM,I823. 

.... We have fonnd the Tyrolese aa warm-hearted and 
loveable as on our journey hither ; I think there can he no 
doabt that the tme, noble part of the German character has 
nowhere been so distinctly preserred as among this simple 
primitiTe people. Now, bb before, we found the most sincere 
desire to oblige. At Innspruck, I made the acquaintance of 
a merchant, who was a member of the municipal adminis- 
tration, and was in all respects what one could wish a citizen 
to be. These people scarcely read even the meagre journal 
that appears in their country ; they think of nothing but 
their immediate calling and their duties ; and the few who 
have heard a vague rumour that there is such a thing as 
liheralism in the world, are quite anti-liberal. As regards 
their own condition, they would strongly wish that most things 
should remain in the old track ; but they resign themselves 
quietly and cheerfully to what cannot be helped, and alleviate 
the pressure of the times by frugality and contentednesB. 
The communes are now obliged to redeem the heavy com- 
munal debts by very high rates ; they set themselves manfully 
to the work, and rejoice that they can look forward to an end 
of it. The peculiar Tyrolese character, cast of features, and 
costume, do not extend quite to the Arlberg. Before you 
reach the latter, you meet wiUi that curious mode of building 
houses entirely of wood which is common in Switzerland. 
The language, too, gradually changes into the Swabian 
Swiss. The race is quite different from the Tyrolese, namely, 
Swabian ; while the latter are Bavarians. The Tyrolese have 
no gardens and no bee-hives, while both are common in the 
Vorarlherg and among the Swabian Swiss 

The little town of Bheinek is old-fashioned and ex- 
tremely cheerfiil-looking ; else the general aspect of 
Switzerland betrays a surprising amount of poverty, even 
among the inhabitants of the beautiful districts I have 



:,..dty Google 



S80 MSMOIH OF NIBBITHR. 

described,* and their dwellings, quite unlike the villages in 
the Yontrlberg, which, nerertheless, onquestioiuibly pay much 
higher taxes. But Switzerland is overpeopled beyond en- 
durance, and this evil is constantly increasing ; a man, whose 
word may be trusted, says, that in the Canton of Appenzell, 
scarcely one oat of five famihes has a house of its owo and 
a plot of ground. The appearance of the children is by no 
means so blooming as in the Yorarlberg and the Tyrol; 
neither do the grown people look so robust or so cheerful. 
While, in the Tyrol, a stranger is not cbai^d more than 
a native, and the travelling journeymen, for instance, will 
not ask you for anything, or if they do, the sum is 
incredibly small, and demanded with embarrassment, it is 
notorious how the Swiss cheat travellers, and try to suck 
the very blood out of them. The Tyrolese seem staunch 
Catholics ; but their superabundant belief is only a light 
outer garment, which does not conceal the essence of true 
piety. It is no obtusely superstitious people that affix suet 
proverbs to their houses as the following, which I have 
recollected: — 

"We build ui htnuM lu^ knd itrong, 
Wbara we're but gueataj nar tarry long, 

Wliiofa mjght for erer-more endure.'* 
" nkit hooM it mine, knd jet not miiM ; 

tf tliou oom'rt next it ii not thiiH^ 

And If a third dioold t^ie onr place. 

Hell (tin be in the lelf-euie o«n; 

The fourth too, men will bew away; 

Whose i> the houaa Uien, cut jon ttj 1' 
" He who will build bemde the way, 

Must little care frtttt people nj ; 

But if he ihow hia lUll end art, 

Hit work itaelf will take hi* part." t 



* A thick forest of frntt-treee, lunoiig which the hauaee « 
aeparatelj at some ditlance from the road, 
t In the origiiial .- — 

" Wir hauen HaOter groaa und feat, 
Darin wir nur aajti fremde OiM; 
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occv. 

TO COUNT DE SEBBK 

Bi. QtLL, SOU Jwu, 1828. 
Your coDBolatory letter, my revered and beloved Mend, 
reached ua a few hoarB after I had taken mine to the poBt. 
"We have thanked God from our hearts that he has averted 
the peril that threatened you eo fearfully. May He secure 
to you the poBsession of the sweet child by bracing her 
feeble powers, and grant yoa and yours the joy of Uving 



I thank yon heartily for having calmed our anxieties ; still 
vorse, and apparently later tidings, than those contained in 
your first letter, had reached us from Rome, so that we had 
scarcely any hope left. Besides, for a long time past, I have 
ceased to possess the faculty of hope, strictly speaking. 
I thank you with equal warmth for all the rest of your 
letter. 

We are not able as yet to say positively how long we shall 
remain here ; I cannot exactly calculate how long it will take 
me to get throu^ the work that the Xiibrary presents. The 
interesting discoveries I have made here, are fragments of a 
panegyric in prose, and another in verse, on the great Aetius, 
who defeated Attila at Chalons. Scarcely any contemporary 
'writings have been preserved from this period, which imme- 
diately preceded the fall of the Western Empire, and our 

Uud da wir loUco nrig ityn 

Dk ^uen wir gM woiig ein.' 
" Dm Bwu ist mein, nnd dooh nicht meiii. 
' Dor awh mir kommt, iit kuch nicht Rein; 

Und irird'a dem Drittcai Uberg^ben, 

So wiid'i ilun eben so arBehen. 

Den Tlorten Iriigt man uch hinvu ; 

^H^ mir dooh I wewist duHaiu!" 
" War da bMet an der QaaMii, 

Der muu die L«ute r«den luaen. 

Doch bat er Min« Kuiust erprobt, 

Aladaim dai WaA dan H«iater lobt." 
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knowledge of it is extremely Bcant; ; on this accotmt, theae 
relics possesB great interest, and also becauae they bring to 
li^t many facts tliat were prerioosly quite onkuown. Tfaey 
have also a still stronger interest for me, because they 
establish a circumstance of which I bad long been certain, 
and had said so, bat found few disposed to believe me; 
namely, that in this horrible fifth century there was much 
intellect, much more than in the preceding one. During 
the long cheerless apathy of the Roman Empire, all intellect 
had died oat ; people did not trouble themselves aboat the 
border war that was attended with no danger, and were only 
occupied with the lowest sensoal enjoyments. The irruption 
of the Barbarians placed the existence of each individual at 
stake ; through sheer self-love men learned Uiat tbey had a 
falher-land. Isolated great men appeared, and awakened 
genuine admiration ; these panegyrics, in prose and verse, 
have been inspired by such sentiments. Kelif^n filled 
men's hearts and thoughts ; and the deatli-stro^e of the 
old religion (of which my fragments contain an unexpected 
example), at least fired the imagination. Another interestang 
discovery, of quite a different kind, is some leaves, written 
at the latest in the sixth centory, belonging to a litui^ 
much earlier than any of those extant ; morning devotions 
of a very ancient date, that seem to belong to the Statiorua, 
referred to at the beginning of the third century, — extremely 
simple and venerable prayers. I am copying ihem for a 
good and learned monk, as a token of gratitude for his 
friendship ; he cannot read the defaced writing, but he will 
be able to edit them with much more knowledge of the sabject 
than I. Besides these, I have a Latin Grammarian to copy 
out, who adds several words, not occurring elsewhere, to our 
stock of pure Latinity. This is a tedious job, and I wish 
some one else were here to do it ; however, there is no one 
else here. 

From hence we go to Ziirich, where I also intend to look 
at the MSS., and shall perhaps find something. I wonder if 
our stay there will be more agreeable Uian here 1 I do not 
believe it will, except that the Lake of Zurich affords a very 
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different prospect from the unmtereatiDg valley in which 
this tovn is gitu&ted, and the view we have from the heights 
here, where the shapeless outlines of the nearer and remoter 
mountains appear to form bat one range. The cheerless 
part of the business lies in the dispositions of the people. 
The Bevolution has dispelled all LUuBions ; it was the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge that brought death in the day in 
which it was eaten. 

For here, everything dates from 1603 and 1814. Men 
between thirty and forty years of age, who belong to the 
government, have not an idea wliat the constitution was 
before 1798. The dissatisfaction and discomfort which are 
everywhere blighting all happiness, exist here, quite as much 
as in those mon&rchiee which are the farthest removed from 
fancied perfection, — but no one seems to ask the reason of 
them. Is it not clear, however, that any constitution most 
produce miserable results, which calls (ax too great a number 
from tlie midst of absolute mediocrity, to power and a con- 
spicuous station ? In this new canton, numbering about 
180,000 souls, among whom the inhabitants of the little 
capital (amounting to BOOO) hold the same relation as those 
of any metropolis to the provincials, nine individuals are to 
be foimd for the Little Council and the government ; then 
further, the judges of a Court of Appeal, 160 deputies for 
the Legislative Council, a dozen under>prefects, more than 
for^ mayors, a dozen conrts of justice, besides municipalities, 
&c. Civil and criminal codes are formed, laws compiled, 
innumerable resolutions and enactments passed. Such a 
system can inspire no respect. 

.... The ferment in Ireland b, perhaps, the most 
nnmistakeable symptom of the sickness that has spread 
ihrouf^ the whole body ofaoeiety in Enrope, from which the 
spirit of civil union has more or less taken its departure. 
Sooner or later the constitation will have to be annulled in 
Ireland. 

The revolution in Chili is very unfortunate. The wisdom 
of the dictator, O'Higgins, was incontestably proved by the 
instructions be gave to the envoy whom he despatched to 
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Borne. I should rather look upoD the recover; of Spanish 
America as easy than impossible, if your government caa 
venture' to afford assistance to Spain. Bnt that would, 
perhaps, be too dangerous a step 



CCCVL 

FuxKFOBi, 17ii Avgiat, 1S23. 

.... I thank yon with my whole heart for your faithful 
and wise counsel about oiu: ftiture.: but you are quite wrong 
in apologising for it. I will write you a full answer as soon 
as we have found a place where I can have a room besides 
the norsery to write in. We hope for this at Bonn, where 
we shall arrive in four or five days from now. 

Up to this time, Heidelberg is the only place where I have 
enjoyed myself since we left the Tyrol. No doubt you know 
the town ; it is impossible for an inland place to be more 
finely situated. I could not tear myself away from it, and 
remuned there day after day. I saw again there a friend 
of my youth. I had looked forward with some dread to 
the meeting, because he has been involved in an acrimonious 
literary contest with Savigny, who is my nearest and dearest 
jEriend ; and also because thirty years ago he was a fanatical 
admirer of the Revolution. ■ I found that his misunder- 
standing with Savigny had terminated reasonably, and that 
his views of the world were as sensible as possible : such 
conversions are, however, rare among us. But there is a 
feud between him and an aged man, of great celebrity in 
our literature, Voss, the translator of Homer, with whom I 
have remained on terms of friendship from my childhood 
up, in spite of a thousand circumstances calculated to disturb 
it, and upon whom I cannot turn my back, now that be is 
in his seventy- second year ; and it is impossible to remain 
neutral between them, else we should probably have decided 
on stopping at Heidelberg. 

My noble friend, since you take so much interest in the 
account of my journey, I have still much to tell you ; and 
this shall be my first employment at Bonn, as afterwards you 
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will be my MuBe of luBtoiy. I have aeea and experienced 
some remarkable things, of which I will certainly send you 
an account by post. 

Please God, the Spanish war is approaching its termina- 
tion; and yet I see no other end for it than absolute despotism 
for the country at large, with exteneive provincial privileges, 
I rejoice in your successes ; this is clear, that success has 
never been leas abused than by your noble prince and your 
army. But shall I not also tell you that now, since we have 
become so closely bound together, I sympathise in all tliat 
relates to your fatherland, as if it concerned myself, while I 
liad already regarded it with very different feelings from 
those of my earlier days, ever since you had appeared as a 
pure lif^t in the firmament of your political world ; that is, 
ever since the advent of freedom in connexion with royalty, 
and your own appearance on the political stage ? 

We are on our way now to visit Savigny, while he is at a 
watering-place. I wish, both for his sake and yours, that you 
knew each other. My wife unites with me in best greetings 
to yourself, your wife, and the dear children ; Marcus keeps 
both parents and children iu his &ithful heart. It is a 
pity that the interruptions of the journey encourage his 
indolence 



TO MADAME HEK8LEB. 

FfuMirDBT, UlA Aitgtat, 1823. 
.... The stream* was fuU and the spectacle grand; still 
the rocks between whicli it forces its way, have an uncouth 
shape, and one should visit the place before one goes to 
Italy, not after one has seen the purely beautiful forms of 
the Velino and the Amo at Tivoli. The Swiss monntains in 
general have a painfully rude and mis-shapen aspect, from 
their jagged, quite inharmonic forms : the Tyrolese moun- 
tains are much more beautiful, and so are the mountains 
near Heidelberg, which are really not inferior to the graceful 
* The fallB of the Rhine at SchaffhaiueD. 
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outlines of the most beantifbl Italian moimtainB ; they onlj 
want the colouring and the sky 

The promised beantiea of the valley of &e Neclcar did not 
show diemaelveB till about a [Oerman] mile before Heidel- 
berg, when indeed they &r exceeded my expectation, and 
would have exceeded it, even if eveiything since we left the 
Tyrol had not been bo fax below my conceptdons. The scene 
was BO lovely that I left the carriage with Marcus, and went 
on foot to the town. It was evening, and we did not visit 
onr acquaintance till the next morning ; Thibaut was gone 
into the country, his wife at church. We set off, not without 
some uneasiness, on the long walk to Voss's Garden. His 
reception was not cordial, and yet not unfiriendly in its shy 
way ; piunful subjects were not touched upon, and I could Bocoi 
see my way so as to avoid them. On subsequent occasions 
YosB often allnded to his position towards Thibant, but 
never so directly as to make it unavoidable for me to ander- 
Btand him, and reply to him. Not till the fourth day did he 
speak of his attack upon Stolberg, when he brought me his 
last publication,* not hia first. I warded off all explanation, 
and it went no further. To my great astonishment he 
judges very correctly with respect to the rest of the "Wessen- 
bergians-f He is not disinclined to believe that the youth 
are led astray by their instructors, because philology has been 
very badly treated by the Liberals. Any one who has watched 
ihe course of history, as I have done, during the last seven 
years, in Western and Southern Europe, must be roused to 
indignation by tiie lies of the Neckar Journal, which guides 
public opinion here. But the most exasperating thing is 
the Napoleonism of South Germany. 

VoBB did not look in the least aged since 1603 ; he is 
perfectly unchanged in body and mind ; his wife is weak and 
infirm. Fearing that we might probably find it difficult to 

• " Wu F. L. stolberg antrei geirordcoi irt." 

t W«0Mnb«Tg WM )> lib«i»l C»UioIic«ocIeautic,whoirishedfbrBTeronnlii 

the Catholic Chorc^ and had many followers in Qermany. Niabnbr believed 

him tobe«well-inteatiotied,b(it nipatfidil quu, quite unfit to pl^ the paii 

of a rafbnner. 
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get on witli him, we only expressed the intention of remaining 
a single day. But as everything seemed likely to go on more 
smoothly than we could have expected, and the neighbourhood 
was more heauti&l than we could hope to see it again, we 
lingered day after day, and did not leave till Friday, instead 
of Monday. We divided all this time between the Vosses and 
the Thibauts. I have found Thibaut very unprejudiced, and 
very sound in his views upon all general subjects ; friendly, 
and open. His children are admirably brought up, and the 
eldest boy has a singularly noble and amiable disposition. 
Our children were as if in heaven in his exquisitely beautiful 
garden, and their loveliness won all hearts; Marcus was quite 
admired for his ability and acuteness. One evening the 
children were there alone, and Marcus dehghted everybody 
by the sharpness of his answers, combined with his perfectly 
childlike manners. 

I have made the acquaintance of one truly excellent man 
there, the historian Schlosser (from Jever). This I see, that 
my History has now scqtured an authority which no attacks 
can shake. I staid a day at Darmstadt, and looked throng 
the MSS. which contain nothing of consequence. We are 
staying a day and a half here in Frankfort, to have the 
opportunily of writing some letters in a hotel where we are 
not packed quite so closely together. I have only one old 
acquaintance here, for whom a few hours wUl suffice ; in 
those, however, I shall gain much information from him. 
The ambassadors I mean to ignore 
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CHAPTER XI. 

HTSSUHR'S RESmEKCB IN BOKN, FROM AUOUBT, 1S23, 
TO JAHUABY, 1881. 



NiBBUHB had scarcely arrived in Bonn when Stein- 
acker's attack on liini in his edition of Cicero "De Repub- 
licft," fell into his hands, which wounded him more deeply 
than it probahly would have done at another time, be- 
cause it embittered his return to his own country. It gave 
rise to two pamphlets in his own defence on Niebuhr's 
part. For himself, the controversy had, however, one 
fovourable result ; for, while engaged in investigating 
the points in dispute, he suddenly perceived the solution 
of a difficulty which had been the chief cause of his 
delay in continuing the History of Rome. This dis- 
covery decided him to resume the work, which had 
been- 80 loi^ laid aside, and he received it as a happy 
omen that the day on which he formed this resolution 
was the anniversary of his betrothal with his first wife, 
to whom he had promised on her death bed that he 
would finish his great work. 

In September, 1823, he paid a vicut to M. Von Stein 
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at Nassau, but postponed his intended journey to Berlin 
on account of the absence of the Crown Prince. On 
his return, he set to work on his Eoman History, at 
which he laboured with such assiduity, that he com- 
pleted the half of the third Tolume in the course of 
the winter, except its final reTlsion. Indisposition 
afterwards interrupted his studies. He then began to 
revise the two former Tolmnes for a second edition 
(the first being out of print), in which he wished to 
embody the results of his maturer researches. He 
would have preferred to finish the sketch of the third 
volume at once, but the alterations necessary in the 
two earlier volumes occupied him so deeply that they 
withdrew his thoughts irom the latter portion. 

His studies were again interrupted in the spring by 
his wife's confinement with a second son, and afterwards 
by his journey to Berlin, before which, however, he 
fi)und time to prepare a new edition of Merobaudes for 
publication. 

In May, 1824, he went to Berhn, visiting M. Von 
Stein on his way. There he presented himself to the 
King, saw the Grown Prince, with whom he renewed 
his former iriendship, and greatly enjoyed the meeting 
with his fiiends. But his happiness was soon disturbed 
by tidings from home : all his four younger children 
were taken ill in succession, and the infant died on the 
4th of June, after severe suffering. Niebuhr, however, 
experienced at this time a circumstance which oflen 
occurs in human hfe, — that a greater calamity helps to 
lift us above smaller evils, and quickens our sense of 
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the blesaiiigs still left to us. The recollection of the 
advantt^es he had enjoyed in Rome, and the uncer- 
tainty which hung over his future prospects, had 
hitherto frequently exercised a very depressing influence 
on him. But the death of the child raised him above 
other croBsea and cares, and turned his thoughts to that 
which he still possessed and might also lose. He 
now resolved to request a definitive release from his 
duties as ambassador, and, after repeated applications, 
at length procured it, with a provisional salary equal in 
amount to that which he had received before he left 
Berlin. He thus at last obtained leisure to devote 
himself to the studies which he had always regarded as 
his true vocation, and he felt that a new period of life 
was opening before him, in which he might hope for 
much happiness both to himself and those who were 
dearest to him. He had now decided to settle in Bonn, 
but the course of his employments was interrupted by a 
summons to Berlin, to attend the sittings of the Conndl 
of State during the ensuing winter. He therefore 
returned to Berlin towards the end of November, and 
spent the winter principally in working with two Com- 
missions, appointed by the Council of State to dehberate 
on the erection of a National Bank, and the tenure of 
land among the Westphalian peasantry. 

The death of De Serre, in the autumn of 1824, 
affected him deeply. Madame de Serre vrished that he 
should write her husband's life, and invited him to come 
to Paris in order to examine the documents which she 
could not send him. It was Niebuhr's fiill intenticm to 
raise Qaa monument to the memory of his Mend, but 
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various drcumstances hindered his visit to France, and 
at length his own sudden death frustrated the desigD. 



Letters from Septtmber, 1823, to May, 1825. 



TO MADAME HENSLER. 

BoKH, lOA Sqalember, 182S. 

I get constantly more and more ill at ease the longer this 
existence without a present and a future continues ; all that 
c<HueB under my notice makes an unfavourable impression 
on me. Wherever you go, you hear nothing but dissensions 
and quarrels, without being able to sympathise with any 
party. The feuds between the various fiictions and nuances 
among the Catholics for instance, naturally strike me in this 
way, as also their discussions with the Protestants. The 
people know that I understand the points in question, and 
am logically fair. I know very well, too, what is logical, 
just, and true ; but in such disputes I cannot take any kind 
of interest. It is the same with everything. Literature 
seems to me as good as dead, the moral condition of the 
nation mournful, according to the accounts I hear from 
persons of the most opposite tendencies, some of whom are 
far from finding oSensiveness offensive. Frivohfy, a striving 
after ease and leisure, and the want of a proper sense of duty 
pervade the whole of society. In these pursuits our natitui 
outs a veiy awkward figure, as Jacobi prophesied more than 
{oriy years ago. 

I find myself greeted here with a malicious and rancorous 
literary attack, by people whose waters I never thought to 
trouble. And so this then is my reception to the bosom of 
my fatherland t 

We must give np our journey to Paris; there are too many 
difficulties in the way. I sh^ therefore, leave for Berlin 
the day after to-morrow, and visit M. Von Stein in my way 
thither ; he has repeatedly invited me, and loss of time and 

. n 2 
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Axtra distance must not be taken into the account m visitiitg 
a man so far advanced in years. 

.... Brandis has received us with his old heartiness 
and warmth. Another acquaintance of ours is a Catholic 
Professor of Theology, who staid for some time in our house 
at Borne — Dr. Scholz — as thoroughly good a man as Brandis. 
A Protestant theologian, named Nitzsch, seems a man of 
extremely distinguished talent. 



TO COUNT DE SBBRE. 



.... Such an a&ont as the pamphlet I have alluded to 
conld not be left unnoticed in the &ce of our reading (and 
only reading) nation ; I began an answer to it, and five times 
without success. A last attempt pleased me better, though 
it is by no means what I could have produced in the best 
years of my youth. But while engaged on it, a light unex- 
pectedly broke in upon my mind, illustrating a point in 
the Boman history, of whose elucidation I had despured 
for twelve years. This consoled me, and inspired me with 
fresh vigour. It happened that this light related to the 
great change in the eomitia, as regards the eleetorai law, and 
I now gfdued a complete insight into its import, which I had 
previously misunderstood to a great extent, as most others 
liave done entirely ; namely, I saw that its tendency was to 
bring the elections under the influence of the landed pro- 
prietors and hereditary citizens, without excluding the trades 
and the citizens not possessing an ancestry. You were 
constantly in my mind while I was wridng ; and my heart 
beat, when I discovered who the great Boman was, who once 
effected what you too have accomplished; and as a reward 
for his work, was snmamed Maximus by his nation, a title 
which five consulates and triumphs had not been sufficient 
to procure for him. 

It so happened that I gained this new light on the 
anniversary of my betrothal to my late wife, ^ose last wish 
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Wa^ that I shotild finish 1117 History ; and the coincidence 
kindled my courage to undertake the continuation which had 
been bo long delayed. Thus my life is no longer without a, 
vocation, and my melancholy, therefore, is vanquished. Po 
you know what has made me recognise most clearly all that 
yoa are to me ? That in my dfijection I longed inexpressibly 
to see yoa, and no less when serenity was restored to my 
overclouded mind. Do not understand me as setting any 
value upon the little essay that you are expecting and shall 
have; the execution of the great work will not interfere 
with it ... . 

The enclosed is the first of a series of conuunnications. 
respecting the state of G-ermany, the continuation of which 
you Bhall receive from time to time." God bless you and 
yonrs, my only late-foimd friend 1 May He keep and defend' 
you ! My wife and children unite with me in hearty love to 
yoa and your dear family. 

CCCX. 
TO UADAICE HEIfSLEB. 

BoKM, 23t\ Oeitib^, 1839. 

.... I have now worked through a very difGcult chaptei* 
in the History. I have no lack of ideas, but I feel that I 
^ve grown old and drier than I should he imder other 
circumstances; outward things disturb me, even the dear 
interruptions caused by the children. It is but too certain 
that there is a perfection in anthorsbip unattainable, except 
where the author has no children, or acta as if he had uoiie ; 
which God forbid I Another great difficulty arises from the 
absence of my own library. 

We have made an excursion to Cologne, which has not 
disappointed my expectations, but in many respects exceeded 
them; although the city is ugly, and has been despoiled of 
most of its works of art. The prebends, who were never 
reduced to actual want, sold many of the treasures during 
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their emigntion, and eT«D a part of the golden shrine that 
contains the pretended relics of the Three Holy Kings — the 
jewels as well as the gold plate. A mere accident Baved 
the greater part of them frran destnustion. Sach was the 
condnot of the men who made an outcry abont sacrilege. 
because they had been driveD, it mnst be confessed Ytaj 
nnjostly, from their benefices 1 

It is cheering to see the nnirersal prosperi^ in the 
Froeeian Khenish prorinces, which prores that the gorem- 
ment has at least the merit of pressing very lighdy on the 
people. You see improvements making in all directions, 
and fresh land brought under tillage wherever it is capable 
of it I hear that this is particularly the case altmg the 
Moselle, where the wines have reached a hi^er price than 
has ever been known before. 

The population of Cologne has increased by 8000; fiiv 
centuries houses have been polled down ; now new ones are 
building, and it is said that rents have risen to double their 
former amount. The same change is taking place to a still 
greater extent here, at Dusseldorf, at Coblentz, and at every, 
town you hear of. 

But for the difference of religion, the people would bochi 
be reconciled to their new rulers, because they are really well 
off; but unhappily the Rhenish Catholics are either, on the 
one hand, fave-thinkers and Jacobins, or, on the other, bigots, 
who can feel no attachment to a heretical sovereign. 

The government really makes incredible efforts for public 
instruction, and quite without regard to expense; bat the 
priests look upon all these institutions with jealousy and 
mistrQBt, although the government, which committed some 
errors at first, now wisely avoids everything which could 
really pve them occasion for uneasiness. 

If you compare the state of these provinces with the 
aspect of things in Baden, Wfirtemberg, Darmstadt, where 
impoverishment and misery everywhere betray themselves, 
yon feel how much better off the people are wnd«r prtMent 
ciTCum»tanee$ in great States than in small ones. Moreover, 
you are often reminded how much fewer blunders are made 
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in a large State than in a small one ; because, as soon as yoa 
go beyond the limits of a city, the problem of the government 
ia always the same ; and supposing, in both cases, the same 
vant of skill in the ch<»ce of competent persons, yet in small 
States the number of such is necessarily so mach smaller, 
and there is less chance of their appointment by a fortunate 
accident. 

The Catholic religion, such as it is in these parts, is called, 
even by orthodox Catholics, benighted heathenisin. For 
example, on processions to a place in this neighbourhood, a 
fellow dances on a tight rope, with a banner in his hand, to 
the Boond of Turkish music, as soon as the Litany is over. 
These absurd exhibitions were forbidden under the French 
rule ; they have been allowed to creep into use again by the 
mildness of our government, and ! myself, were I in 
anthority, should fear to act ^annically in forbidding them. 
The clergy is constantly sinking into deeper ignorance ; the 
Vicar-General promotes fellows who have been to no school 
whatever, and refuses to receive those who have studied at 
,the University. What is to become of the Catholic religion 
God knows ! It may re-establish itself in the same way that 
it did after the suppression of the Reformation, and then the 
ignorance prevailing in the Catholic countries of Germany 
will become still denser. But this proves, above all things, 
how powerless Protestantism is now-a-days. 

Events in Spain are turning out, step for step, just as I 
expected ; among other things, the fall and banishment of the 
noblest men, such as the Marquis de las AmariUas, who, 
after having in vain endeavonted to induce the King to give 
guarantees agfdnst the renewal of his tyranny, remained in 
the palace on the night of the 7th of July, in order to die 
with the royal family, if a 10th of August followed ; not to 
speak of the proscription of the noble-hearted Valdes, who 
did indeed pursue a phantom in his attachment to the 
Constitution, but whose whole conduct had been without a 
spot for four years, and who had prevented the shedding of 
blood after the 7th of July, at the peril of his own life. I 
have foreseen all this, and yet my wishes have been on the 
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side uf the result which has actually ensued. We have 
witnessed a strange issue of affairs, which must force us to 
look with profound contempt upon our age ; it has been for 
years impossible to hope for a happy issue, becmue the 
revolutionists have rendered that out of the question. Of 
the two extreme results, the actual seems to me the pre- 
ferable, though a shocking abuse will be made of it every- 
where. As a member of the middle class, for the sake 
of my son, the consoUdation of a decaying aristocracy is a 
subject of regret ; but with us, in Germany, it can never 
become so loathsome as Liberalism. The burning fever of 
the Bevolution has spent itself, like a pestilence that at last 
vanishes spontaneously. A very unintellectu&l period will 
come now, but we shall have repose, and be able to retam to 
the quiet life of our grandfathers, who were not. however, 
threatened like ourselves with anbjugation by barbarians. 

I recognise and duly estimate the force of your reasons, 
dear Cora, against resigning my post at Kome ; but you 
cannot understand bow impossible it would be to take 
Gretuhen back there, since her health is certainly much, 
better in the air of Germany, and, above all, she has so great 
a dislike to the life we led in Italy 



BOBN, 11(A DteaiAer, 1823. 
.... I turn to answer one part of your letter. It must 
certainly be owing to some carelessness in expressing myself, 
that you could suppose I meant to say anything to the 
disadvantage of the Germans as compared with the Italians. 
God forbid ! What I mean is, that I ought to have an 
adequate compensation for what I ^ve ap in point of health 
and comfort, and the variety of interesting objects of con- 
templation, if I am not to feel that I have lost by the 
exchange. The case is different with any one who has 
retained his youthful connexions in Germany. I come back 
to A world in which the opposing parties are impelled and 
guided by vague sentiments and heated passions, and all 
alike have adopted theii' opinions on the authority of news- 
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papers, periodicals, and the Conversations'-Lexicon ; and in 
these authorities they put sach &ith, that they anathematise 
every one who has more insight than themselTes. I vonld 
JDst as Boon talk about rehgion with a bigoted Catholic 
peasant, as converse with such people about the weightiest 
concerns of the world. Such wisdom I may dare to despise, 
when three men, of three such different nations, and each of 
them the first, or among the first men of their own nation, 
as M. Von Stein, M. de Serre, and Lord Colchester, give 
me credit for a profound knowledge of the material and 
intellectoal condition of the leading states of Europe, ask 
me for my opinion, and take my verdict on matters as an 
authority, whilst in these trivial circles every one is wiser 
than I. 

Although I grant you that the state of affiurs in Germany 
might be much more cheering if the governments were 
better, you must also concede to me that these governments 
are a part of the nation ; so much so that the difficulty would 
oot be so much to find one man with right views, but how 
such a one would form a ministry ; and supposing he 
accomplished this, where he would find his subordinate 
ofBcials, and members of the provincial governments. There 
is the great difficulty. It is easy to say that yon muat set 
bounds to arbitrary power by Chambers and municipalities ; 
I say so too, for it is true ; only no effectual assistance is to 
be hoped from them. For instance, I have always opposed 
the system of regulating public instruction throughout the 
monarchy by the central government, and wished that the 
schools should again, as formerly, be placed under the 
superintendence of the clergy and local authorities. But 
then we are met by examples which show how much worse 
things are where this is the case ; not only here, where the 
Catholic priests aim at excluding the laity of their own 
church from the schools, or in Coblentz, where men who 
wore the red cap during the Revolution, and carried the_ 
goddess of Beason about, having now turned devotees, 
thou^ remaining as arrant Jacobins as ever in politics, 
are straining every nerve to displace or worry to death the 
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Upright, learned, CathoUe Director of the Gymnaahim, — ^bnt 
even in Berlin itself, where the civio antboritieB, and veiy 
respectable men amongst them, openly avow the wish (and 
actively exert themselves to further it in the OTmnasiom 
which is under their jurisdiction) to depress the study of 
philology, and to make instraction in the so-called useful 
branches of knowledge predominant The nobility cherish 
oligarchical pretensitms, and yet will on no acoonnt consent 
to strengthen the basis of their order ; our order does not 
know what it wants. Had the men in whose hands the 
decision lay, attempted to erect a constitution among us in 
1816, everything would have gone to pieces by now. Onr 
gymnastic heroes would have managed no better. I have 
never ceased to mourn over the persecutions which were set 
on foot at that time ; hut if a terrible Fate has decreed that 
these severities should have been committed, or that we 
should have continued on the path we were then treading, 
and suffered the whole yoath of the country to he turned 
into madmen and savages, at all events the least of two 
bitter evils has be&llen us. What fellows they were who 
then excited onlversal sympathy as martyrs t Very many of 
them have veered round to the opposite extreme. The 
better members of this sect had learnt nothing, and made 
at least as extrav^^t claims to be supported by the State, 
as you coald find among any young scions of nobility. I 
can nowhere see solid ground ; and truly I am not alone in 
my dark forebodings. With the most irreproachable inten- 
tions, and sincerely thinking to benefit the agricultoral 
population, they are mining the whole peasant class by 
giving them power to sell, to cut up, and to mortgage their 
land ; and everything is tending in the same direction. The 
lowest and most superficial views have become universally 
prevalent; and whether ministries or Chambers have to 
decide upon measures, you obtain the same results. Men 
are not ill-intentioned ; but in all the German states that are 
not stationary, the tendency of the legislation is, according 
to the saying of a distinguished man, to bring our nation to 
the level of the Italians : in the towns, half-skilled s 
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and pettjr tiiuleBmen ; ia the conntry, miserable tenants at 
vill, and day-laboorera. With an aghcoltoral popolatiou 
like that of Wnriemberg, can yon ask for freedom ? 

Believe me, dearest Dora, these are not prejudices. I 
have studied the history of the legislation of many nations, 
through a series of centuriea, and hence I know where we 
are standing, and whither we are going. In our nation there 
are men as excellent, both in mind and heart, as are to be 
found anywhere, and soch as many nations, the Italians, 
for instance, do not possess at all, or very rarely. Here 
18 Brandis, Nitzsch (an extraordinary man) ; and several 
others among the professors in Bonn, are worthy of all 
honour. One of the most distinguished, whom I should 
probably never have heard of, in his retired comer, if he 
had not sent me some essays throng M. Von Stein, is a 
Dr. Schulze, in Hamm, onquestionably a real historical 
genius, and moreover an admirable writer : so too I became 
acquainted with Fertz and Bluhme when in Rome. But 
sound sense and sound morality are not general among us, 
as they were with our forefathers. In the pettiest towns there 
are billiards and clubs, and family life exists no longer. 
The Kevolution is vanquished, and whoever now fears 
revolts, sees phantoms ; but as to what will come next, I 
have no presentiment of good. 

M. Von Stein has invited ns all warmly and repeatedly to 
his honse. At this time of year it is impossible to take all 
the children ; bat I shall go myself alone to Nassau for two 
or three days. He warns us toochingly to remember his 
age, and that if we do not see each other as often as possible, 
our meeting may soon become impossible forever. He has 
become quite genUe, and his behaviour towards me has a 
sort of &therly tenderness. I believe that he has much 
to bear. .... 



Bonn, eik January, 1834. 
Marcos has had a violent attack of influenza. The child 
was obliged to keep his bed two days. I remarked, altogether. 
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tliat the phyBician here had returned to the old precautiotiftiT' 
meaaures ; this will therefore probably be the present 
fashion in medicine, with which I am very well satisfied if it 
only lasts. That medical art consists in fashion is indeed 
nothing new : we may thank Ood when no desperate systems 
happen to be in rogue. Marcus was very good and amiable 
during his illness ; he is certmnly a much better child than 
I was, thongh I may have been, perhaps, more easy to 
educate. Obscben teases him too much with learning hymns 
by rote. I have no objection at all to learning by rot«; 
particularly as the boy finds a difficulty in it, while all his 
recollections of principles and observations are ine&ceable. 
Z wish, I strive with my whole heart, that he may grow ap 
with the most absolute &ith in reli^on, yet so that his &itli 
may not be an outward adhesion that must fall away from 
him afterwards, when his reason comes into play, bat, that 
from his earUest years the way may be prepared for the union 
of faith and reason. I should therefore quite approve of 
hymns, but that the number of these adapted to a child 
not yet seven years old is so small ; for where they can 
present no idea to bis mind, the difficult sentences are s 
torment to him. To a happy child, hymns deploring the 
misery of human life are without meaning ; so, iihewise, to 
a good child, are those expressing self-accusation and con< 
trition. In all departments of education, it is certainly a 
main point not to come to anything too early, and that holds 
good here as well as in learning. I am succeeding admirably 
in exercising the powers of hia mind, by efforts exactly 
proportioned to them, so that I can say with confidence, 
he has not a single thought beyond his age, ncme that is 
not quite suitable to a child ; and yet he often delights us 
with the ori^ahty of his ideas. I always oblige him to 
reflect, and to set himself right within his own sphere. It 
was not departing from it that he asked, during hie illness, 
" in Latin there are already five tenses ; but what teme of a 
verb is that when you want to express that you are on the 
point of doing something? It cannot be the present tense, 
but yet it is not the ftiture, is it ? " From a boy with k 
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decided taste for granunar, which displays itself in the great 
ease with which he now learns the forms already familiar to 
him in reading, such a speecli is no more a sign of precocity, 
than the discovery of a mathematical proposition was in 
Pascal, that horn mathematician 



CCCSIII. 
TO COUNT DE SERRE. 

Boxii, 4l& Febnmry, 1824. 
.... En^and will, without a doubt, lower her old 
four per cent, funds during the present sesHion ; the 
amount of this stock is not very large, but this step 
will prepare the way for a similar operation with the 
three per cents, next year, by which the national burdens 
may be very considerably lightened. But, in order to 
effect this, peace is necessary, and I venture to hope 
that, after the experiment in Spain, your government 
has renounced all idea of attempting to recover America. 
Posterity wiU pronounce a woe upon those through whom 
Spanish America was rent away, and could not again be 
brought into subjection. I, however, do not see in these 
countries seminaries and models of the democratic republic ; 
but I see that a portion of them will be converted into negro 
states, like St Domingo ; the rest will be dissolved, and 
become a prey to the greatest anarchy, unless a dictator 
arise. It is now too late to prevent this ; and it is England 
that will have the greatest reason to repent her conduct, ^ce 
North America must immediately obtain the superiority, and 
she will infallibly lose her West Indian possessions. What 
a &tal confusion reigns there already ! If it is really true 
that the resolutions of Parliament respecting the treatment 
of the negroes, have raised a ferment among the latter, it 
would follow that you must tolerate the greatest atrocities 
on the part of those who are under your authority, if they 
are resolved to persevere in their commission, and if their 
opposition to your reforms would produce still greater 
calamities. Is not this a much more difficult case of 
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cU&limg duties than that of the casmsts, where it is a 
queatioD of sanng life 1 The reguUtioiis which the pariia- 
ment has not area commanded, but simply rec<»nmended, 
do not at all affect poUtical rights ; have not even a remote 
reference to emancipation, but sdely to moral enormities, 
the abolition of which had been fraitleBalj recommended by 
the goTenunent in private. In these islands, the white 
populftlioD will be extenuinated, if at any time the power of 
the mother conntry shoald be insnfficient to suppress a 
general oatbreak ; in the Spanish colonies, the white will be 
merged in the coloured population ; in many coontries, the 
Spanish language, which is even now very Uttle spoken by 
the Creoles, will die out ; entirely new nations will arise, 
but they will be barbarous. 

My country wUl owe me no slight thanks if I have 
excited your interest in it, my beloved firiend. Yoor 
remarks about the projected provincial Chambers are fall 
of weight : would to Heaven that you lived among as, and 
conld make them practically influential. You remind me 
how it was recognised in France, before the Bevolation, that 
it would have been impossible to govern, if the whole king> 
dom had consisted of provinces each possessing Chambeia 
Has not this principle a still wider application, and is it not 
always impossible to govern without despotism, where no 
diversity of rights exist, — rights appertaining to provinces 
or claSBCB ? So, again, there is a period when this diver»ty 
cannot be maintained, because it has ceased to exist in 
practice. It seems to me that we have committed a great 
error in making the provinces too large. Had the old 
provinces been left as they were, and not thrown together, a 
sufficient number of people, of sound understanding and 
upright character, would have been found in them, who would 
have managed their domestic affiiirs unassumingly and well; 
but in our Westphalia, people assemble from such distant 
parts that they are strangers to each other, and get npos 
general topics, becanse the one knows nothing of the muni- 
cipal affairs of the other and takes no interest in them ; in 
fact, the very man who best feels where, as we say, the shoe 
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pinches, is freqaently outvoted b; the rest, if, as is veiy 
often the case, the majority of the other coimtiea are not 
concerned in the queetioii under discussion. But it is 
the least of my feare that the Ministers will prevent the 
project from coming into effectual operation at all, by giving 
the Chambers nothing to dehberate on but trifles. It is 
worthy of note, bow nearly all who have had to do with the 
scheme, while really anything but liberal themselves, yet 
secretly believe that none but liberal ideas are sensible ; and, 
£rom fear of seeming unenhghtened, take steps which even 
popular opinion would not call for, if they would do some- 
thing better. In all parts of our territory, except the coontry 
on this side of the Bhine, we possess estates of knightly 
proprietors,* and with them the means of forming an order 
of nobles, and an excellent criterion for selecting the mem- 
bers of it, viz., the possession of such an estate, coupled 
either with an hereditary and unforfeited nobiUty, or with 
the attainment of a certain grade in the military or civil 
service. Formerly the owner of such an estate was only 
eh^ble to the Diet when of noble descent, and because this 
was preposterous (thus, for example, in one of the Saxon 
circles, there is only a single proprietor of noble descent 
remaining), they have now gone to the other extreme, and 
make the simple fact of possession the sole condition. At 
the same time, the nobility, who are deeply encumbered, are 
selling one estate after another, and the new proprietors are 
generaUy men of the lowest extraction. Well, the nobles 
are now remonstrating against this, in provinces where they 
have on the whole maintained their ground, as in Miinster, 
for instance ; and what do they demand ? The old law ; 
that none but noblemen by birth or creation, shall be 
eligible to the Chambers. Now every grand duke will grant 

* SitttrgUter, I knoir of do better tnualatioQ of tliii word, aa the thing 
Ilwlf doM not aziil in Ei^Und. Tita term does not imply that the preeeot 
owners of such eatatet ore, of ueoesaity, knigbtR, but that certain pii-rilegei 
and immunitiee are attached to this kind of landed proper^, as diBtioguiehed 
frointhe£iHurt9««r, oTeatateaofpeaaant proprteton. The pcoBearcn of the 
StOergater form tbe gmlry. — IV. 
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patents of nobility on the payment of fees, and, in conse- 
quence, a commoner who prides himself npon the honour of 
his clsBB, will not allow himself to be ennobled. Thus I 
should be excluded ; every contractor in Darmstadt or 
Carlsruhe, who is willing to spend a few thousand floHns for 
it, woold be admissible. Had I been able to make my voice 
heard, when I made the assertion, in attestation of which I 
adduced evidence from the President H^nault, that this was 
formerly the case in France, and supported it by obvious 
proofs, that thus alone a self-renewing order of nobles 
could exist, the public would have been delighted. As it is, 
they are more displeased that the aristocracy should exist 
as an order, than pleased that it should have been divested 
of all moral significance. One hopeless circumstance is the 
despotic influence exercised by revolutionaiy ideas among us 
Germans, wherever absolute power can avail itself of them 
for its own purposes. In Westphalia and other parts, we 
have in the entailed freeholds an hereditary yeomanry, in 
whom, wherever they exist, we possess a highly respectable 
peasant aristocracy, wealthy enough to give their younger 
sons a good education, with the coneciousness of an honour- 
able descent and a youth not depressed by poverty, and 
thus to add respectable members to the middle class, espe- 
cially to the clergy of both Confessions. But wherever the 
Code Napoleon has been introduced, its adherents, who have 
gained the public ear by assuming to be the representatives 
of public opinion, insist upon the divisibility of landed pro- 
perty. ■ They had already surreptitiously obtained a con- 
firmation of the French and Westphalian ordinances ; and 
though this is suspended. Heaven knows how the matter 
will be decided at last. Yet people have before their eyes 
the example of other Qerman countries, where this cursed 
divisibility has existed for centuries, and the whole agricul- 
tural population are beggars. In the district of Montabaor, 
now belonging to Nassau, no deputy can be chosen for the 
Diet, because it does not contain a single elector. The 
qualification for an elector consists in paying one florin land- 
tax. This sounds incredible, but my informant Uves close 
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to the district, taid has known that part of the conntiy from 
his in&ncy. 

Here on the Bhiue, the larger estatea are entirely dis^- 
pearing, and the smaller ones are constantly divided and 
snbdiTided ; and what a class are the peasantry 1 An estate 
which is considered one of the largest was sold lately for about 
85,000 &&ncs. Manufacturers, adTocates, &c., bay plots of 
land and farm them out, ho that in the neighbourhood of 
the towns the peasant proprietors are vanishing, as in Italy. 
The agricultorists, excepting the vine-growers, are suffering 
sererely from the low prices ; yet their condition is incom- 
parably better than in Swabia and in Holstein, where a 
manor, which I know, was sold lately for a quarter of what 
the deceased possessor expended on its purchase twenty- 
five years ago, and in real improvements; in a village 
belonging to it, every peasant is bankrupt. One great 
difficulty, is the really frightful increase of population, to 
which people are now beginning to turn their attention after 
haying long childishly rejoiced in it. You will scarcely 
believe that with us in Prussia, where the population does not 
yet amount to eleven millions, it is increasing at the rate of 
more than 200,000 a year. In these parts, however, you see 
new houses springing up in great number ; I hear the Moselle 
districts are particularly flourishing in this respect, in conse- 
quence of the increased protective duties on foreign wines ; 
that new houses are building in all directions, and fresh land 
brought under cultivation, butin other parts of Germany this 
is not the case. Our manu&ctnrers are maintaining their 
ground better tiian I expected ; in many articles in which 
twenty years ago the Unglish manu&ctures quite predomi- 
nated, they no longer compete with our own ; for instance, 
in broad-cloth, other kind of woollen goods, and leather; the 
demand for foreign iron-wares is constantiy diminishing. 
The misfortune is that the manufacturers over-produce, and 
then the necessity of selling makes them vulnerable to every 
accident As the price of the raw material falls, the mann- 
lacturer is obliged to reduce the prices of the articles 
manufactured when it was higher. The number of paupers 
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is increaBing munensely. Cktlc^e has recovered itself to 
an extraordinary extent since 1614 ; hooBea Iiave more than 
doabled in value, the popnlatioQ has greati; increased, but 
one learns with horror that oat of 65,000 inhabitants, there 
are 20,000 in the receipt of alms. What will be the poaitioo 
of Europe willun a century ? 

I torn from statistics to a subject which indeed our 
statists do not overlook ia their tables — namely, Uteratnie. 
Poetry is quite at an end. Nothing but novels — precisely 
what we cannot write — are written now; their favourite scene 
at present is Greece. Of philosophy, people seem to have 
had enough at present ; and during the loll, a few here and 
there are actively prosecuting really profound researches 
into the Greek philosophers, and coming to perceive that 
speculation has been exhausted in its results. The study of 
Roman jorispnidence is carried on with great vigour. Some 
excellent and many monstrous works have seen the li^t, 
in consequence of the shock which I have given to the 
criticism of ancient history. One book that I should rejtnce 
to see in your hands is Menzel's Histoiy of the Period from 
1786 to 1816, of which the first part has just tqipeared. 
It is pervaded by the soundest views, the most thorou^ 
contempt for the miserable wisdom of the revolutionists, 
and such a correct tact in discovering truth, that <me 
is astoitished to see a professor in Breslaa able to pass 
judgment upon facta as if he lived in the busy scene of 
action. Unfortunately the book has been written too hastily, 
as is usually the case with us, namely, while the priotii^; is 
in progress, and hence it is granting in finish. It is &r 
superior to another work, the latter half of which relates to 
a portion of the same period. P. C. Schlosser's History of 
the Eighteenth Century. I am acquainted with the aatiior 
of the latter ; he is a most opr^ht man, and his moral sense 
is pure; hence he abhors and demises the Bevolution in 
reality: but he fell in with Guizot at Paris, nay, with 
Gr6goir«, and it has led him into ugly inconsistencies here 
and tiiere. For this reason a translation of his wcrk is 
coming out in Paris. Out of a hundred of those who speak 
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on sach nuttters in Gennany, you would hardly fisd'oiifl 
who would not regard liberalism as the leaser of two evils, 
and hardly five who would not regard it as absolutely 
excellent. Manuel's portrait has hung beside that of Mina 
in all the print-shops, hut he seems at last to be forgotten 
for a time. 

In the Frankfort reading-room, there are two copies of the 
" Constitutionnel," and the people quarrel who shall get it 
first. Here the police prohibit that paper, and foolishly 
enough admit the " Courier," which it is scarcely possible 
to see the first day, while it is very seldom that any one 
takes up the " Journal des D^bats." The " Allgemeine 
Zeitung" has drawn in its claws a little after very serious 
threats, still it often gives vent to its spite. An ultra 
journal has been set on foot here, which is injured by the 
contemptible character of its editor (be was an agent of 
King Christophe, at Hayti, to hire artisans), and an affecta- 
tion of bigoted Oatholicism; but some very remarkable 
documents appear in its pages, and some very unpleasant 
tmths for the opposite faction. All such writers, however, 
carp at your Bichelieu ministry, t t, in the "Allgemeine 
Zeitung," who now swears by the present ministry, will 
probably in two months adore those whose opposition he 
has hitherto, on many occasions, gently blamed. 

F(^ what place do you stand ? You will easy &ncy that 
I am as much interested about that as about the general 
results of the election ; though my wish is, that you may 
remain in peace under your lofty blue sky. But is this my 
real wish ? I wiU not be too sure about it, for when we are 
considering where we shall live for the future, as it will most 
likely not be in Berlin, there is, in lact, only one reason 
that decides us to take up our abode here ; it is the desire 
to settle at no impassable distance firom you — a thought that 
pierces my heart when Berlin is talked about, and makes it 
almost impo^ble for me to think of living there. If you 
retire into your province, we shall he quite near each other; 
and even if you live in the capital, you will no doubt some- 
times visit Lorraine. And as nothing binds me to Bonn, 
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■we might perhaps settle at Treves, if yaa lived at Metz. I 
shall never forget your saying in yonr last letter, that joa 
and yoor wife felt the want of my presence in your afflictions." 
I cannot tell you how deeply I thank yon {(n* it. How we 
miss you ! . . . . 

CCCIIV. 

Bonr, 29(i Jforci, 1824. 

.... I think I understand you that the 12th was your 
birthday. We celebrated it quite in private, and Marcus 
entreated, in his childish prayers, that you and yours may 
receive every blessing, and for us, — ^that we may see you again. 
Tell me, dear friend, whether I was wrong in ihe day, thou^ 
a factual error about the date would be of no more conse- 
qnence, than a mist^e as to the historical object of your 

worship I cannot write to you any more to-day, as 

I have charge of the children, and the hour is come at 
which I am to give my eldest little girl a lesson 

I cannot obtain a certainty with respect to my future 
position. You will agree, that I must have a veiy strong party 
feeling when I say that, in spite of these circumstances, I am 
r^oiced to hear of the reduction of the rate of interest in 
France, though it affects the greater part of my fortune, 
provided that the emigrants, &c., are to receive some com- 
pensation 



TO MADAME NIEBDHB. 

BEBLOt, ISA Mag, 18U. 
I arrived here on Sunday, with which ends the first act of 
this drama. It was still broad daylight when I arrived, and 
I would much rather have got in at a later hour. I went 
the same evening to Savigny, where I found old acquaint- 
ances assembled at tea. You can imagine, my Gretchen, 
how the meeting with Mends and acquaintance, and the 
sight of Berlin with all its painful recoUections, agitated my 
heart 

* D« Seire had loat hii mother and a child daring tUa Tear. 
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Ab to the esaeotiEil piirt of oar concerns, I have received 
as yet, simply a xecommendation to return to Borne, to 
which I replied, that the same reasons which necessitated the 
abandonment of my post there forbade my return ; that my 
grounds fortius step were well known, and were not founded 
in self-interest or ambition. So much vas clear, that Count 
BemstorS would willingly conseDt to granting me leave of 
absence, but this would be a mere postponemeat of the 
decision, which would not be of any use. In the aftemooD 
I saw the Crown Prince; his reception of me was most 
cordial. I was with him three hours, and he invited me to 
spend some time with him regularly every afternoon. 

I have dined with the King to-day : his reception of me 
Was gracious 

As yon will easily imagLne, I am everywhere assailed 
by persuasions to remain here 

The attempts to embellish the city do not please me, but 
X have not yet seen any of the country houses, which may 
perhaps show more taste. I do not at all like the theatre, 
nor the guard-house with its Doric portico. The Potsdam 
gate has been polled down, and is to be replaced in a lighter 
style, by no means such as befite a large city, the capital 
of a military State 



CCCXVl. 

ButLnr, SM JToy, 1821. 

.... Would to God you were here, that I might have 
the comfort of talking over things and deliberating, if ocr 
fate is to be decided now. What with the dizzy whirl of 
gaiety, and my complete sohtude when at home, — where such 
innnmerable recollections crowd in upon me, tiiat I seem 
like a spectre to myself, — my mind is not less overclouded 
than this side of my outward life. 

The Crown Prince has improved beyond description. His 
heart remains what it ever was, and his mind is enriched by 
an extensive knowledge of facts. Prince William appears 
equally warm-hearted and good. In truth, the man who is 
not satisfied with these Princes must make unwarrantable 
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demuidB upon the wotIiL Both received me m cordially as 
if I had been a friend of their own rank. The circle of my 
acquaintance is very large, indeed, mach larger than I was 
aware of till now ; hence, my time is split np in a way that 
dJBtracts and confuses me. Bat I am received with the 
greatest kindneBS and cordiality both by my old friends and 
by those of recent date. I find nearly all (not Boeder, who 
is very fortunate) grown old, and most of them stont. 
- There is much leas life and gaiety among them than 
formerly; on the other hand, abow and loxuiy have 
increased. 

Now I think, my dear wife, that this last drcomstance 
decides the question of our removal to Berlin ; unless, 
contrary to all probability, a moral obligation should compel 
it. But really I see no reason why we should settle here ; 
for, although my heart beais when I think of the Crown 
Prince, — thouf^ some friends and the places which awak^i 
melancholy recollections, (for instance, the Thiergarten, 
where I long to go,) are dear to me, — though the library would 
be a great advantage, and I might have much refreshing 
intercourse ; yet, I feel at every step that all which belongs 
to n^ former life has passed away, and that you and the 
children alone make up my world ; a world for which I had 
a precious setting in the lovely, the {^orious sky that 
encircled us with its brightness and beauly ; and then, too, 
de Serre's presence! I miss these blessings now, but in 
weighing the considerations that present themselves with 
regard to the choice of our abode, I most look to it that my 
leisure and repose of mind are not destroyed 

The changes in the city are in some parts very great, 
but in general it is a mere dressing op. ■ The shops have 
increased very much, and betray a fearful amount of 
luxury 
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CCCXVIL 

BuuH.SM Jfay, 1821. 



.... Yoa have misunderatood one sentence in my letter, 
dear wife. If I merely epoke of you and the children in 
e^ressing my hopes for the fdture, I did not mean that I 
e^iected none but poBitirely gloomy days for myself, but 
that it is only with and through you all, that serenity and 
cheerfulnws can he diffused over the erening of my life. My 
youthful life, which had up to that time been one connected 
whole, ended with my fortieth year, and the roots which had 
Qonrished it were cut away. A new life had to grow up. I 
am now limited to this new state of existence for the 
remainder of my days with you and the children. 

Meanwhile, you may be quite satisfied, my dear wife, that 
all will go on much better if we can but have a settled fdture 
to look forward to, with an income sufficient for our wants. 
If, in addition to this, I can find fall occupation, and God 
preserrea ns from severe misfortunes, and continues to me 
my mental powers, you may be sure that I shall thank£illy 
recc^nise what I possess. 

I need only look at many other families to be conscious 
what I have in my wife and children, and I assure yoa that 
I feel myself much less deteriorated by the influences of 
time than most of my acquaintance. May God preserve me 
&om living so completely under the influence of the world 
as many do here ; whatever may be the contrast between 
their life and mine in point of splendour. The elasticity of 
the intellect is destroyed bat too easily by splendour and 
dissipation ; particularly when one mixes with people of very 
diflierent stations. 

I should like to have sent you a copy of my application to 
Bemstorff, hot I have not time. I have reminded him that 
the ambassadorship was granted me unasked, and how the 
King had given me a promise, to which I limited my 



How could I think of returning to Borne, dearest wife, 
when you say you are " trying to fomiliarise yourself with 
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the thought of it," and beg me to " forget jaa in the matter * " 
What stronger expresBion of yonr dislike to Borne conid I 
quota to Count Bemstorff? And vbai most Z be, if in 
the knowledge of your feelings on the sabject, I would 
decide in opposition to them ? Bat do not suppose, my 
darling Oretchen, that I did not know them to their fall 
extent before you wrote 

I always receive messages to yon from many friends. At 
Madame Von Savigny's, I met her sister Bettina several times. 
A few days ago she threatened to pay me a visit in my room, 
I shall, of course, anticipate her. 

Give my love and kisses from me to the dear children, 
and tell me all you can about them. Every trifle that 
happens with yon interests me. Little Charles's paleness 
makes me almost more uneasy than anything. 



CCCKVni 
TO MAPAM B HElfBLER. 

Bkbuh, 31« Ma^, ISU. 

Here the recollections of former times rise up like ghosts 
before me at every step ; in the Thiergarten, where there 
is not a path that does not remind me of the past, it is 
sometimes almost more than I can bear, and yet I cannot 
help going there again and again. It is so distinctly before 
my eyes, how we used to walk there in 1610, Amelia, and 
yon, and I ; how in the autunm after, and in the following 
winter, and spring, and sammer, when I was full of life and 
energy, and my history was daily growing beneath my hands, 
X found recreation and refreshment there in Amelia's society : 
so too, in 181S and 1613, in the intense political excitement 
in which every other feeling weib merged ; and then came 
afterwards, those heart-rending drives with my dying wife, &«. 

My sorrow is seldom relieved by tears. 

When I pass the house where my highest happiness 
departed, a shudder runs through me. A very worthy man 
hves there, a M. Von Schonberg, who would be happy to see 
me, but I cannot enter the house. 
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SaTigny, Nicolovios, Eichhom, and other friends are what 
they were to me. I saw Ofischen in Gottmgen. He is a 
true pattern of self-sacrifice for his family. 

My Lucia is very ill, my angel child ! If the worst were 
possible ! I at a distance, my poor Oretchen alone in her 



TOHADAXB OTEBUHB. 

BsuLa, Ik Jvm, ISZ4. 

.... Your letter reached me, darling wife, as I had 
written these words. I tore it open with a strange sudden 
feeling of anguish. You can tell how I am since. The 
violence of my anguish is proportioned to the strength of my 
previous security. My Lucia, my beloved child ! It is like 
another pang to me, and yet a consolation, that the child 
has seemed to cling to me so lately. I cannot realise the 
idea of losing her. And I do not despair yet ; but I shall 
await the post with torturing anxiety. If yon want me I 
shall hasten to you. Everything else must be pat aside if I 
must come to you, comfort you, help you to bear up. 

May God grant us quiet ! How thankful I wiU be for all 
that I have often hitherto not esteemed at its true value ! 

The present position of our affairs does indeed require my 
presence, but it is not absolutely necessary. Sympathy would 
impel Count Bemstorff to hasten the decision as much as he 
can. The Crown Prince too, and President Von Schonberg 
would do all in their power to farther it. 

Be quite easy on this subject, therefore, if you want me. 
With all this it will be a bard task for me to-day to accom- 
pany Count Bemstorff to Tegel. Madame Von Humboldt 
was sympathising just as she used to be at Rome, and sends 
her hearty love to you. Count B. was extremely friendly 
and communicatiTe. 

God reward the dear children for comforting you 
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CCCXX. 
TO COUNT DE SERRK 



BnuH, BA Jam, 1S21. 

My dear Fbiend, 

My long silence after the receipt of the l&st letter 
you wrote me in the post year, deprives me of all right to 
complain of fate if I obt^n no letters firom yon — ^these 
precious blessingB of my later years. Therefore I will not 
mormor, but I have long been sad at hearing nothing at all 
of yon, and now I begin to be anxious. Three cases are 
possible ; my two letters, or one from you may have been 
lost ; you may not have liked to write with a heavy heart ; 
lastly, some circnmstance may have robbed me of your 
friendship. Of these three cases, the first would be bearable ; 
the seeond, God forbid ; the third, I cannot even picture to 
myself. I know, that at a great distance misrepresentations 
and perversions of facts may sever the most perfect friend- 
ships ; but I know also that you have given me your Mend- 
ship as fully as I have devoted mine to you. I know that 
all the arta of hell could as little induce me to believe 
Roything against you as aguust my wife. I know that if you 
could have seen all the thoughts that have passed throng 
my mind since we have known each other, — ^nay ance I first 
loved you, before we met, — ^there might be many of them that 
would need all your indulgence tomtrds human weakness ; 
bnt none relating to youraelf that would be inconsistent with 
OUT friendship, — ^none that could make me unworthy of this 
blessing. But dispel my fears, dear friend; I have no 
scruple in imploring you only just to tell me that you are 
unchanged towards me, and how yon are. I trust, in Qod, 
that you haTeno bad news to give me. 

Ab it is possible that my letters, I. and II., may never 
have reached yon, I will at any rate repeat here, that in the 
first, I asked yon conditionally to stand godfather to my 
expected child ; and in the second, that in anticipation of 
yonr consent, I had united our new-bom iuiaut to you in 
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this bond. His birth freed as from grest anxieties on his 

mother's account Bot while I am thns wiitiug to 

you, I &m imcertfun whether we still posseHs him, for since I 
left the Rhine, the baby and Lacia have both been attacked 
with inflammatory colds, which are epidemic there in conse- 
quence of the horrible weather; Lucia has recovered — at 
least her mother thinks so — but when she last wrote, the 
infant lay so ill that she had scarcely any hope of him ; and 
was suffering so dreadfully, that his mother prayed to God 
for bis release, unless he should completely recover. This 
sorrow she has had to bear separated from me, and without 
the consolation of sympathy and help from any female 
friend. My anxiety about her and the children, especially 
my favourite Lucia, I am forced to endure amidst the bustle 
of the metropolis, where I am endeavouiing to obtain the 
decision of our fate, which I found it impossible to accom- 
plish through letters. But I am looking forward now with 
a beating heart to a probably decisive letter, and shall try to 
divert my thoughts by writing to you. 

This journey to Berlin is a new and decisive step in our 
life, of which it is worth while to give an account to a friend. 
All my letters representing that I could not retnm to Rome, 
on account of my wife, whether it was owing to her absolute 
incapability of enduring the climate, or to a home-uckness 
that made every thing insupportable to her ; that my mission 
had only been intended as a temporary one, and that I had an 
express promise under the King's hand, that after the com- 
pletion of the treaty I should return to resume my former 
position ; all these letters remained without any answer at 
all, and it was only indirectly that Cotmt Bemstorff gave 
me to understand that I had better come here to submit my 
application myself. The Crown Prince also insisted on my 
coming to Berlin from different motives. It was almost 
unendurable to come here as a soUcitant in order to hear 
anew the exhortations already repeated to weariness, to do 
what I should so ^dly do if I covld — return to Rome; 
and to be obliged still to repeat the same answer, and 
to be reduced to beg for, as an uncertain and special 
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fiiTonr, a right BBanred to me by the royal word, and the 
fidfilment of which places me in a less faToorable position 
than any of those who formerly stood on a level witl^ 
me. Bat the period of my furlough had expired, and what 
else could I do, as I could get no written answer? A& 
to the resolt of my visit, I cannot well say anything till the 
King's decision is before me. 

The investigations connected with the disturbances of 
the past years ere stall proceeding, and the depositions of 
several young men, above all those of Witt During,* who is 
now in captivity at Bayreatli, seem to prove, that, about 
tlie time of Sands' assasBination, there was really a sort of 
conspiracy on foot among the students and those imme- 
diatdy connected with them, led by so-called captains, the 
spirit and aims of which were seditious and mischievonSr 
though in many cases varnished over with a show of piety, 
&c. ; but their incapacity for anything except to commit 
single acts of assassinatiou, was evidently as great as the 
criminality of their delusion. No one can discover the 
8%htest indication that this conspiracy ever extended into 
the army, or into the other clasaes of society ; it seems to have- 
been Confined to wicked and foolish students' vagaries. 

What sort of a figure shall we make in histoty, when the 
government of a great kingdom, supported by an army of 
whose fidelity there is not even a suspicion, fears such an 
enemy, while in France, the government are taking advan- 
tage of victory to demonstrate their security by pardoning 
open rebels ! 

Throughout Germany the political fever seems almost to 
have ceased, thongh it certainly must have run very hi^ 
some years ago. Each has given up his particular castle in 

* Thii Witt DQriiiK yna t, hot-headed and mutable clmmoter, viio, idien a 
member of the Bunoheiuchatl, had committed acta of violenoe in spite of the 
remonBtranceB of hia fellow-membera. When he was afterwards impriaoDed, 
finding tbat tt>e ttraam set a^gaiiut hia putj, or, perh^M, in a fit of KpentauM 
at his really unjuatiflable conduct) he turned round, and, bj hia exaggerated. 
oonfBarioaa, led the gorenunent to arreet many of hia innocent aasociatei^ who 
were thua brought ioto undeserved misfortune He afterwards accepted office 
nnder the Auatrum government 
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the air, and if all Greece were to experience the fEtt« of 
Chios, it would only produce a transient efferrescence. I 
cannot properly make out with what people now seek to 
replace the want of some powerful exdtement; they hare 
not returned to the old quiet family life. The chorches are 
■well attended; and, as far as you can judge from outward 
appearances, there seems to be much piety ; external irreli- 
gion has really disappeared, and since the exaggerations of a 
few sectaries are not countenanced by the government, they 
do not call forth any re-action. Unhappily, irritatiou fre- 
quently arises between Catholics and Protestants, for which 
some priests among the former, and officials among the 
latter, are equally in tault. In legislation the most shallow 
liberal principles prevail among the different Ministries, and 
even among the most able of the men high in office. Do 
not think it a contradiction that I speak of the shallowness 
of the principles of those to whom I allow the possession of 
more than conmion ability in Administration. Since I have 
been here, I have met once more a Mend of hi|^ political 
standing, who unites to unspotted integrity and extraordinary 
■talent in the conduct of all kinds of business, an obstinate 
persistence in revolutionary principles, though he is a decided 
monarchist ; an inflexibility in his opinions, and contempt 
for all that contradicts them, which drive an old acquaintance, 
of a directly opposite way of thinking, to despair. Fcmnerly 
we often agreed negatively. A great void is felt by all, which 
leads to amusements without pleasure. Luxiuy, such as was 
unknown even before 1600, pervades all classes, and the 
booksellers state, that owing to this, though eTerything 
except houses has become so much cheaper, and the public 
salaries have been raised, yet that scholars, and people of 
the classes who receive a liberal education, do not buy more 
books than during the time when the country was under the 
yc^e of Napoleon ; a time to which good men look back with 
regret, because then community of feeling, an intense interest 
in the general welfare, and noble determination reigned in 
every breast. The landed proprietors are universally com- 
plaining, yet if they were not so deeply in debt, their position 
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would be far from desperate in tlie mana&ctnring pronnees, 
and in those where Uiey have eldll enongh to arul tltemselves 
of other prodocttons beudes com. Manofactnres are nukiDg 
more progress than is confessed, and hoth onr own and the 
French mannfactured goods are competing with the En^iah 
as they never did before. The avenge physical well-being 
is undoubtedly raised ] and even where the yropneion are 
not prospering, the workmen and day-labourers are only so 
mnch the better off. The prices of all manofactored articles 
have fallen so amazingly, that staffs which were consumed 
ezclnsiTely among the richer classes only eight years ago, 
are now within reach of qnite the lower orders. But one 
species of luxury opens the way to every other, and sach as 
yon see here is intolerably unsuitable in a State like onrs. 
Stock-jobbing has found its way here, too ; and if we go on 
in oor present conrse, among ns, too, even the women will 
BOOH begin to take an interest in the exchanges. It seems 
as if this sort of gambling helped to relieve the want of some 
violent mental excitement, which politics do not afford. 
Contentment exists no whert. This is not only tme of 
Berlin, but also of the smallest and most fioorishing pro- 
vinces. It surprised me to hear from an excellent man in 
Bnmswick, that the people acknowledge this to themselves ; 
while he recognised expressly how impossible it is for as to 
esteem ourselves happy as a nation, because of oor mental 
and moral deficiencies. At most, he said onrs was but • 
North American prosperi^ ; in &ct, tiie people did not wish 
for more. 

I am concluding this letter on the eleventh. Ueanwhile, 
I have received news of the death of my youngest child ; the 
mother has borne his suffenngs and his loss with a heroic 
and heavenly spirit. May God spare us any fresh calamity 
and support the poor mo^er till I return, and help her to 
endure. It has not been the child's fate to have the happi- 
nesB of growii^; up in a peculiar relationship to you, my dear 
friend. God protect you from the repetition of a similar 
misfortune. I long to hear from you, embrace you in 
thon^t, and send my hearty greetings to yoor noble-minded 
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wife and the deftt children, who will by this time be scarcely 
able to recollect us. Write to me at Bonn. 
With my whole heart your friend. 



TO KADAUE NIEEDBR. 

Bbblik, iUt Jm>e, 1824. 

Presentiments are nothing ! I had drawn hopes from the 
conclusioii of year last letter that almost amounted to 
confidence. Hence, 1 broke open your letter with less 
anxiety. I thank Ood, my belored wife, that he has given 
and preserved to yon the strength of heart which has enabled 
you to endure this terrible time with snch fortitude. 

Even the day before yesterday my first impulse was to 
hasten to yon ; how much more so now that I know you are 
flitting by the corpse of our beloved little one, with a heart 
heavy with tears I But as our fate will now most likely be 
decided in the course of a few days, it would be thought a 
piece of madness on my part, if I left without having taken 
leave of the King and tbanked him, in order to gain a day or 
two. So I cannot yet fix the time of my departure. 

Let us consult together upon our future plan of life with 
perfect openness and tender confidence. I have learnt to 
appreciate you, and your whole worth thoroughly, my 
Gretchen, and this misfortune has brought us nearer to 
each other, and perfected my love for yon more than any 
happiness could have done. And therefore we will take this 
affliction as another blessing from Qod's hand. 

All that you tell me of the grief of om: two elder children 
is a consolation to me. I press each and all of them to my 
faithful heart. 

Give my best remembrances to BrandJs. I am buying 
little presents for the children, but with what a wei^t at 
my heart ! I feel as though I had lost all security that they 
were still mine. 
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ooczxn. 

TO HADAHE HBITSLBR 

Bomt, 3»d &t>tntkr, 1834. 
.... I thank you for your sympathy with me aboat 
de Serre'e death. It is an immense loss tor me, no man was 
BO dear to me ; no human being esteemed me bo highly. He 
had DO secrets &om me, and I weis more to him than all the 
world besides, beyond liis own family. Under the sncceBsioQ 
of heavy blows that fell apon him and his wife during the 
past year, their sigh was, if only Niebuhr was here ! He has 
departed to God, and his warm affection for me he has car- 
ried with him, and his family look upon me as a kinsman, 
the more so, as most of their relations have been un&itfafiil 
to them. Our age has not seen a more brilliant or powerfiil 
genius. I purpose to write his life if the family can supply 
me with data for some periods of it I possess many from 
his own accounts to myself. His life would be the history 
of France since 1B14 : I have courage enough to write it, 
though it will not even be the liberals who will make the 
greatest outcry against my work. What bound de Serre 
and myself so indiasolubly together was, that our views 
harmonised so completely &om the very centre of our being, 
that each could read into the soul of the other, and no 
clashing of opinion could ever arise between us. He had 
the purest soul, and the most loving heart on earth. Why 
did you never know him ? Farewell. 



cccxxin. 

BiBUK, lilh Deeeatber, 1824. 
That my taking a part in the deliberations of the Council 
of State can be productive of any good, is a delusion 
springing from my dear Prince's affection for me. Moreover, 
I come to the subjects now under discussion without local 
knowledge, and they relate to a measure so completely 
spoiled long ago by earlier laws, that there would be little 
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hope of effecting any improvement, even if I were better 
prepared. Many, in other respects intel%ent, people do 
not know the conseqnenceB of their own votes, and in a 
mixed aBsembly yon cannot call their attention to them, or 
else you lose other votes. Thus some voted yesterday against 
the claims of the poor cotters to right of common, from a 
misunderstanding over which I could have wept; and some 
aristocrats had the hnmanity to vote in their favour. Thua 
too, I am certain not to succeed in carrying motions for the 
rescue and maintenance of the peasant order, though im- 
portant voices among the aristocracy will be on my side. 

The Bank project does not come under discussion in the 
Council of State, but is referred to special conferences. It 
has not yet been communicated to me ; I expect it to-day or 
to-morrow. It is a great satisfaction to know that one is 
separated from one's family for real, and not imaginary 
reasons, for about the Bank I certainly have a voice, which 
ia what very few people here have. 

I see no prospect of returning home in less than two or 
three months from this time ; I shall not know when I may 
seriously begin to think about it, till the Bank business is 
ended, which cannot be dragged on to an interminable length 
like other things, as the bankers demand a decision. 

I have met with little of a cheering kind here, excepting 
the disposition of the Crown Prince. I shun society and 
decline all evening assemblies, except formal presentations 
which cannot be avoided. My old connexions are broken 
up on all sides, and I do not know how we should make a 
place for ourselves here, even if we had a BUperfiuity of 
wealth. 

There are some good souls, especially among the nobility 
and at court, who see me again with a sort of superstitdoas 
hope ; but I tell them myself, that though their hopes touch 
my heart, they are illusory, and will not be justified. Such 
expresdons give mt no pleasure, just because they rest upon 
a delusion. 

How Gretchen will get through this winter Qod knows ! 
Her companion does not come till the middle of Mnrch. . . - 
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CCCXXIV. 
TO HADAME NIEBUHR 

BcBUH, CAruttutcMSHv, 1834. 
. . . . Z was at Buttmann's on Sunday evening. Dr. 
Waagen, who has written upon van Eyck, was there. Of all 
the people who have written npon the history of art, he 
appears to me to hare incomparably the most clear and 
acute mind, and he really comes to practical results that 
solve questions which I had hitherto laid before all other 
historians of art in vain. Bauch too is in a delightful state 
of activity 

cccxxv. 

Brrld, 6iX JaKuary, 1S25. 

.... I had jnst began the ni^t before last, to re-arrange 
what I had written at first about the Bank scheme, in order 
to bring it into a definite shape, when a note came from 

Count L , to request that I would at once proceed to 

draw up my remarks. I now set about the work with 
redoubled zeal. I had concluded my scmtiny, I had tested 
all the separate pointe, and was clear about them ; all I bad 
to do (the arrangement I had also settled in thou^t) was to 
write. I finished writing it last night, and as I had got the 
address of a copyist I was saTed this labour. But I had 
afterwards a long job to do for the next sitting of the Council 
of State. Savigny is appointed to make a report upon the 
same subject. I wish his health may not give way. It is 
not good just now, and he is quite overladen with work. He 
has frequent returns of violent pain in the head. He is 
going on with his History, deUvering his lectures, and added 
to these, there is the work for the Council of State, and the 
Court of Revision. It is too much for one man's shoulders ; 
and then there is his infirm health. 

Thinking about the Bank scheme really pats me into a 
sort of feverish state. I believe it to be fraa^t witii ruin, 
and yet see that there is danger of its passing ; there are so 
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man}' and such important persona interested in it. The 
speculators must have some sort of security of its success, 
for even now, pronuBsory notes for shores in the Bank are 
selling on the Exchange ; which certainly is mere gambling ; 
still it shows how eager people are in this game. The con* 
sequences would prove afterwards fliat I had been in the 
right, bat tbeo it would be too late. I write to you about 
this business, my Oretchen, because my head is full of it ; 
and you most, at least, share my interests, and know what I 
am booed with, although you cannot enter into the subject. 
Besides, its importance will help to reconcile you to the 
absence of your husband. 



.... I have sent in my report, and have received since, 
a written answer, with many fair words about the " import- 
ance of my observations," " the value of such a report," &c. 
I do not know if I am ti^t, bat I fancy that all this 
conceab a rejection of my services in this matter. Well, I 
must be contented with having done my part. The result 
does not depend upon me. Still, it will be difficult to 
sabmit to it when I have such decided opinions, and know 
that I onderstand the matter. All who were interested in 
the projects of the share-brokers, and all who reckon on 
places and salaries connected with the Bank, will become 
my enemies ; this I cannot help, any more than that others 
will blame me who have no such ums, bnt have allowed 
themselves to be deluded. 

I have got a letter firom M. Von Stein. He calls it 
criminal if I spare myself on yonr account and the children's ; 
he dreams that I coold confer important benefits on the 
State, £rom which I withdraw myself in an anconscientdons 
way, from selfish motives, &,c. I will send a mild answer to 
the noble old man, but not before all is decided ; then I will 
show him that I am capable of acting fearlessly; but he 
shall not delude me with his pictures of the imagination. 
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For the rest, the letter expresses mnch affection, and m 
high esteem for me. Happy are they who live in obscmily 
and ,qaiet I 

Yesterday there was a dinuer at Comit Lottom's, a hall 
and supper in tlie evening at the BrockhaoBens' ; I went 
away before supper. I am going to dine with Humboldt 
to-day, to have a conTersation with him about Champollion's 
work on the hieroglyphics. You very seldom get conver- 
sations of this kind here. These discoveries are the most 
brilliant of our age, and one cannot rej<Hce in them too 
much ; they, too, confirm Herodotus 



BnUH, 29A Jaamart, ISSfi. 

.... It is an old maxim, to let the log lie when yoa 
cannot lift it But when you find yourself unable to avert a 
coming evU, when you see the object frustrated on which 
yon have expended your best powers from tlie purest motives, 
you draw back at last, and cease to interfere, but leave things 
to take their own course, and, for your own part, only try to 
think no more about them: and this is a most unhiq>py 
result ; for that love for the general welfare which makes os 
forget ourselves, has a purifying and ennobling influence. I 
have said to many persons, " If you would speak out, and 
make known what you aay is your conviction, without con- 
sidering whether it would give offence or not, such a weight 
of opinion would be formed, that the project would inevitably 
founder." But then, they excuse themselves by saying it 
would be presumption, &c. Things look rather better than 
when I last wrote. They are talking of proposing another 
scheme ; which would perhaps be less pernicious, and just 
on that account cannot succeed in passing ; it would not 
allow sufficient profits to share-broking. .... 
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CCCXXVIII. 

BxBLin, JM FOruwy, ISSS. 

As Amsterdam is nearer to Bonn than to Berlin, you 
^rill have had the pleasure of learning the safe arrival of the 
ship firom Leghorn, laden vith oar goods, earlier than I, 
dearest wife. I have really rejoiced greatly to hear of it, for 
I lodced npon the ship as lost, and I am not ashamed to 
confess, that next to your present of the She-wolf and 
Zurlo's vase, our dear Marcus' pebbles are my greatest 
subject of joy. It has often gone to my heart to think 
that the darling child should lose these treasures. I 
only hope that the injury to the pictures will prove 
inconsiderable. 

After this joyful news, and a walk along old accustomed 
ways and paths, I should write to you in excellent spirits, if 

the aspect of a&irs were but better My antagonists 

are hastening to the goal and seem to have assured themselves 
of a majority. As soon as I can know positively that it is so, 
I think of writing to the King and conjtiring him for the last 
time to listen to my wamiog, and to grant me leave to 
explain my views to him by word of mouth. How the King 
will take this, it is impossible to foresee. Certainly not 
ungraciously, unless others prejudice Tiiin against me ; else, 
it*must be confessed, all hope of court &vour is over. If he 
did, such a reward for long-tried fidelity and integrity would 
grieve me, but it would not injure me, and as soon as I can 
sing with Paul Gerhard — 

" Nun gebt fruch drau^ m geht uoh Euu ; 
Ihr msmlnn rcgt die Beine ;" 

the time will have come when the innocent gaiety of our 
children, and the approach of the spring, will enable us to 
drive these gloomy subjects ftom our minds. 

Now to other things. — Dear Savigny is very unwell again. 
.... I will write to M. Von Stein. Let us look upon the 
dear noble old man as a father, and receive what he says in 
that lif^t ; he means it all kindly, and if he comes, show 



:,..dty Google 



IIKMOIB OF MIEBUHB. 



him every kindness you can, dear Gretchen. Hia petulance 
is really almost his only fault : and yon are obliged to bear 
mine, which certainly is of aitother kind, but I do not know 
whether it is any better on that account .... 

CCCIXIX. 

Bnux. M AlriMry. 18U>. 

.... When I have finished my huBiness here, I shall 
enter a new epoch of my life with a firm step ; and with oar 
dear children, above all with my better self Marcus, and in 
home pleasures, particularly those iriiich our garden will 
give us, for which a strong taste and desire have awakened 
in me, I trust we shall lead not merely a life of serene 
resignation, hut of bright happiness. We will make little 
excursions too. The impression of the sceneiy and ruins of 
Heidelberg, stands quite apart from all that I have seen in 
Germany, except the Tyrol ; we will go there again before 
long. 

While one translatioD of my History is abready b^^, a 
second translator has applied to me. At the same lime, the 
Duke of Broglie is writing a treatise on its contents. On 
the other hand, a pamphlet has appeared at Warsaw, in 
which I am called a Radical of the Cato Street school 
(where Thistlewood and his accomplices, who wanted to 
murder the ministers, used to assemble), and it is said that 
Sand's mind was formed by my lectures ! What nonsense ! 
This comes from a certain Zinserling, who printed a eulogy 
of Jerome Buonaparte, in 1814. The late Christian Stolberg 
threatened to horsewhip him for it, and he bolted. He had 
held att appointment in the Westphalian police. 

cccxxx. 

BuuH. IM FOntarj, ISSS. 
.... The pay for the attendance in the Council is so 
lai^ that I do not use it all. It seemed to me dishonourable 
to take more than I wanted ; but I am told that it would be 
considered unbecoming to decline it. So I will apply the 
surplus to assist those who have sofiered in Dithmarsh by 
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the fioods. You would, no doubt, approve of my doing ao, 
if I could conanlt yoa. I will send the money to Dora, that 
she may see that it is divided so as to be a real benefit, not 
among too many. 

If onr things baye not been shipwrecked in the Texel, I 
shall buy some more plate; else the money must go to 
replace what we have lost. 

Give my kind remembrances to Brandis. I often talk of 
him with poor Cousin : to whom people are extremely polite 



CCCXXXX 

BxRuir, 21M FOruary, 1S25. 

.... Yesterday, on my little Cornelia's birthday, my 
thoughts ireTe more than usually with you. The weather 
was beautiful, and I hope you took a drive to Godesberg. I 
went with Perthes to dine at the Beimers'. Not until to-day 
did I til ink of the arrival of the Cossacks on this day in 
1818. Thus do we forget! You are no doubt right in 
thinking that it is wiser not to give the children so many 
presents as I send them in my impatience 

S3rd. — There was much that cheered me in your letter. 
First, that your companion is really an asaiatance to you; 
next, that you have found time to take ap Italian again with 
my sweet little Amelia. This reminds me that I must in 
future devote a few hours every week to reading the Italian 
Grammar with Marcus. Then, too, I am glad that we seem 
likely to be able to hire the garden in the first place. Do 
not you think, too, that as soon as we can be quite certain 
of remaining in Bonn, which can scarcely indeed be any 
longer considered as doubtful, we mi^t as well buy the 
garden of Dr. V. at his price ? I do not properly under- 
stand myself what it is that gives me such a downright 
passionate longing to posaeaa thia garden ; it ia as if I had a 
certainty that we shall spend many happy days there with 
the children. Give me commissions to buy seeds for you. 
With the sad state of com ciiltivation, it may even become a 
public service to introduce the culture of vegetables that 
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have been hittierto neglected. One can distribute seeds ; 
in this way a demand for them gradually arises, and from 
the demand cultivation. From next autumn we can he^ 
to raise fruit trees. What pleasure I have often received, 
when a child, from the blossoming and fruit-bearing trees in 
my father's garden 1 

May it not be our duty to follow a noble example, thon^ 
at considerable cost to ourselves? You have hewd, no 
doubt, that several peratms in Paris, of right feeling, but of 
quite opposite opinions on other points, have joined together 
to assist Greece, and among other things are trying to raise 
ten or twelve millions of francs as a loan. If the Greek 
government can procure a tolerable sum of money now, we 
may hope that it will be able to put down the rebels, and 
break their power entirely ; and perhaps even win over the 
Turkish pashas. 

The Crown Prince has given me some volumes of Piraoeei, 
of which he has a double set. .... 

I am just about to take the step at which I hinted lately 
in a few words to you. I hope that upon mature consider- 
ation you will approve of it. This step is to send in s 
letter to the ministry of Public Instruction, requesting that 
if I should wish to deliver lectures at Bonn, I may be 
permitted to do so without the formality, which in my case 
woiUd be unsuitable, of an examination by the other pro- 
fessors of my faculty. I do not thereby take apon myself 
any obligation, but I mean to act as if I did. This kind of 
work satisfies my sense of honour, and my need of a sphere 
of active usefulness ; it will keep my mind fresher, to be 
thus daily stimulated to intellectual communication ; and 
further, it will also give me a reasonable ground for declining 
frequent journeys hither, as I cannot then be continn^y 
interrupting my lectures. And will they not he their own 
reward ? In many respects, too, it would remind me of the 
happy time that I passed after resolving to deliver the coorse 
in 1810. Then, as now, after protracted wanderings, I 
regained my books and tranquility. I think I should 
choose the History of Greece, in the first instance, and only 
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lecture this time till about July, and then make a toar with 
joa. A new exlBteace has now been created for us ; and I 
feel it to be of inexpreBsible importance to keep fast hold of 
it, not to begin afresh again and again. 

CCCUXIL 

Bbrlim, Swf MarA, 1825. 

.... The wind was very high last night. At every gust 
I think of the poor dwellers in the marshes. Vincke is 
such a thoroughly excellent man ! He has written to the 
King, asking permission to make a collection for the East 
Frieslanders, and requesting a donation from his Majesty 
himself in aid of his former subjects. The King has given 
3000 dollars, and a permission for the subBcription. I have 
contributed twenty-five dollars to begin with, and think we 
can give a second subscription of the same amount. These 
Lowlonders are like kinsmen to me, and it grieves me deeply 
that East Friesland should be separated from our monarchy. 
I think very hl^y of this race. Yincke goes on all occa- 
sions so straight to the point, without questioning and fear 
of consequences ; be is so mild of heart, and yet so open 
and straightforward, and bo thoroughly loyal. He has 
become still dearer to me than he ever was before." .... 

I have just been reading in Cicero a maxim of same 
worldly-minded Greek philosophers, which he finds detest- 
able ; that in friendship we should never forget that we may 
cease to he friends. With the noblest class of human beings 
this is certainly detestable, and wherever there is a warm 
mutual attachment. But in other cases it has really a good 
meaning. You ought to be cautious in your acquaintance- 
ship how you overstep the bounds of fiiendly good will, 
unless yon are absolutely certain that your connexion cannot 
be intermpted and broken off on one side or the other. This 
occurred to me in reading what you tell me. 

Did yon notice again in Marcus's letter a bint of bis 
deare to learo Greek ? . , . . 

* He mi it thin time Preodent of Weatplulu, tad had jiut written hu 
laliuble work "On ths DiBtribation of Conunou Laodt," to which Hi«bulir ia 
probftbly referring. 
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CCCXXXUL 

Bbbmk, ISA MarA, 1S25. 

It gives me a peculiar satis&ctioD to read what is frequently 
asserted at the present day, that the rate of mortality is 
much diminished as compared to former times. Formerly 
I refused to believe in it, because it is certunly hard to 
understand. Now that I have children, I am too much 
interested in the question not to believe it. 

I sent off my letter to the King yesterday. As I wrote 
the date at the end, my &ther'8 birthday, I felt quite clear 
that he would have disapproved of this step, had he been 
living. Entirely without ambition for himself, he would 
have wished me to yield in all points not involving a positive 
violation of my conscience, rather than give np the possi- 
bility of attaining a brilliant position. The remembrance of 
this has not, however, in the least confused my perceptions ; 
the propriety of my step admits of no doubt I have 
requested the King's permission to leave in either of two 
cases : first, that if the Commission communicate the bill to 
me, I may leave as soon as I have made my report to the 
King; secondly, that if I hear they have sent in their report 
direct to the King, I may leave as soon as my connexion 
with the Commission is dissolved. I think that he will 
grant this without difficulty. But I have farther said that 
I regard it as my duty to lay before his M^esty a final 
expression of my opinions on the project, and predictionB of 
its consequences. 

I dined to-day with the Crown Pnnce as usual after the 
Council of State, and was some time alone with him after- 
wards. .... 

The English newspaper is a sort of luxnry,* but it is not 
a mere luxury ; and it is always a pi^ to break off any 
study in which you have acquired a certain degree of 
proficiency. Thus, I am very sorry not to have gone on 

* Niebuhr had commuaioiicd hii wife to order an Eogliali newipt^wr, wying, 
" If I quite loave off reading English papen, I ehall loiio my knowledge of 
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■mih Persian and Arabic TellBrandis that Cousin is 

on very intimate terms vith Hegel, which is indeed partly 
owing to Hegel's interposilion in his favour during his cap- 
tivity. Still it is somewhat extraordinary. Ask Brandis if 
he ever, when in Psjis, heard such strange expressions as 
the following fall from him ; that the gradual formation of 
Christiaiuty had commenced from the earliest ages, hut that 
Judaism was not its historical source ; — ^that Christ himself 
knew very little of Christianity ; the system was completed 
in the seventh and following centuries ; — that the Reformers 
were quite in error in desiring to go back to the first cen- 
turies, in which religion had not yet attained its maturity ; — 
that Hegel perceived this, but that the rest of us did not, &c. 
In this way these gentlemen may come to a compromise 
with Catholicism. Such cloudy utterances from a French- 
man disgmt me. Among us Germans they are not quite 
unheard of. 

CCCXXXIV. 

Bbbuh, 22i>d Mareh, ISSfi. 

.... I, too, like to think of Bonn as our future place of 
abode, and am persuaded that we could not have a better 
lot. I mean to try to enter into the local interests of the 
place. By so doing you identify yourself more closely with 
the inhabitants. Besides, it is s necessi^ of my nature to 
concern myself with the weal and woe of those who belong 
to the same community as myself. 

I rejoice in the idea that our garden will furnish me with 
an occupation that is neither literary, political, nor adminis- 
trative — ^that sort of interest which has been so completely 
out of my reach ever since my childhood, and had become 
so foreign to me, that I did not believe I should ever be so 
happy as to experience it again. It is a great blessing that 
my health continues so remarkably good ; though it is the 
case with me, as with sickly children who attain to a per- 
manent state of health ; I feel myself much less intellectual 
than at the period when every impression made itself felt 
through my whole nature, physical as well as moral. 
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Marcus's oCFectionate dispoBition shows itself in his ex- 
pressions abont GSscfaen and Lieber in his letters. I cannot 
imaf^e bow he should have recollected Lieber's birthday. 

It had been said that Lieber was to be released on his 
father's birthday." but nothing has come of it. Snch care- 
lessness in leaving a good man to languish in fetters makes 
me indignant, thongh no cruelty is intended 

CCCKIIV, 

Bkblif, Slid JprO. 

.... I wrote to poor Lieber, and he has sent me an 
answer that has touched me deeply. The poor fellow is 
quite broken-hearted ; I wish I could find time to make an 
excursion to Kopenick and comfort him. Perhapa, I shall 
be able on Monday.l- 

I am ^ad to hear that the people will receive my lectures 
kindly, only they must not cany their kindness too ha. It 
is my earnest wish that none of the professors, &c., should 
attend the course 



CCCXXXVI. 

Bkbun, 11I& AfHi, 1834. 

This morning I have at last finished my final application 
to the King. To write thus for the fourth time about the 
same thing, and each time to have to BUswer the same objec- 
tions over agun, is very wearying ; you cannot invent new 
arguments when you have once exhausted the subject in 
your representations. You can only try to put it in new 
points of view from which it may appear somewhat dearer, 
more self-evident 

I have yet to write to Schuckmann for poor Lieber, In 
the evening I shall take leave of the dear Crown Prince. . . . 

• He had beta UTMted on siupioioii of belonging to a wcret UKxnatdan. 
t In the fallowing letter, dated flih, Niobuhr ■&;■, " I Tititad poor Lieber 
yeaterda}r, in the Bastile of Eopenick. Ob, m; Ood i " 
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1825—1831. 



Wb now enter on the last, and for posterity, the most 
important section of Niebuhr'B life, if we except, perhaps, 
the three years of his professorship in Berlin. From 
his letters, it has been seen already that be bad deter- 
mined to deliver lectures at the Univer^ty, though 
holding no official appointment Uiere. His 'freedom 
from other occupations and cares, enabled him at last 
seriously to undertake the accomplishment of the promise 
given to his Amelia, and continue his Eoman History. 
He returned to the vocation, which bad in bis youth 
fioated before him as the true ideal of his lif^ namely, 
the portion of a public instructor; and found ample 
opportunity to redeem the vow he had made in his 
early years, to extend guidance and assistance to any 
' young men who might hereafter encounter the same 
intellectual difficulties through which be had bad to 
work his own way. 

Kiebiibr commenced his lectures with a course on 
the History of Qreece after Hie battle of Chseronea, and 
had a numerous audience. This course was followed 
by others, on Eoman Antiquities, in the winter of 1825, 
repeated in 1827, — Ancient History, in the summer of 
1826, — Ancient Ethnography and Gieography, in the 
winter of 1 827, — the History of Rome to the Fall of the 
Empire, in the winter of 1828, — the History of the last 
Forty Years, and of Rome under the Emperors, in the 
summer of 1829, — a second course on Ancient History 
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in the winter of 1829, — and a second course on the 
History of Rome, in the summer of 1830. 

We have seen that, at Berlin, Niebuhr delirered his 
lectures verbatim from written notes. At Bonn, on the 
contrary, his only preparation consisted in meditating 
for a short time on Uie subject of his lecture, and 
referring to authorities for his data, when he found it 
necessary, and he brought no written notes with him to 
the lecture-room. His success in imparting his ideas 
varied greatly at different times, as it depended almost 
entirely on his mental and physical condition at the 
moment. He always felt a certain difficulty in ex- 
pressing himself He grasped his subject as a whole, 
and it was not easy to him to retrace the steps by which 
he had arrived at his results. Hence liis style was 
harsh and often disjointed ; and yet he possessed a 
species of eloquence whose value is of a high order, — 
that of making the expression the exact reflection of 
the thought, — that of embodying each separate idea in 
an adequate, but not redundant form. The discourse was 
no dry, impersonal statement of facts and arguments, 
or even opinions ; the whole man, with his conceptions, 
feeUngs, moral sentiments, nay passions too, was mir- 
rored forth in it. Hence Niebuhr not merely informed 
and stimulated the minds of his hearers, but attracted 
their affections. That he did this in an eminent d^jee, 
was not indeed owing to his lectures alone, but also 
to his kind and generous conduct. All who deserved 
it were sure of his sympathy and assistance, whether 
Oppressed by intellectual difficulties, or pecuniary cares. 
During the first year, he delivered his lectures without 
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remuneration ; afterwards, on its being represented to 
him that this would be injoriouB to other professors, 
who could not afford to do the same, he consented to 
take fees, but employed them in assisting poor scholars 
and. founding prizes. He often, however, still remitted 
the fee privately, when he perceived that a young man 
could not well afford it, and never took any from friends. 

But those who were admitted to his domestic circle 
were die class most deeply indebted to him. His 
interest in all subjects of scientific or moral importance 
was always lively ; and it was impossible to be in his 
company without deriving some accession of knowledge 
and incentive to good. From his associates, he only 
required a warm and pm-e heart and a sincere love of 
knowledge, with a freedom from affectation or arro- 
gance. Where he found these, he willingly adapted 
himself to the wants and capacities of his companions ; 
would receive objections mildly, and take pains to 
answer them, even when urged by mere youths, and 
weigh carefiilly every new idea presented to him. He 
vras fond of society, and while his irritability not seldom 
gave rise to slight misunderstandings and even tem- 
porary estrangements in the drcle of his acquaintance, 
there were some friends with whom he always remained 
on terms of unbroken intimacy, among whom may be 
named Professors Brandis, Amdt, Nitzsch, Bleek, Nake, 
Welcker, and HoUweg. He enjoyed wit in others, and 
in his lighter moods racy and pointed sayings escaped 
him not unfi^uently. 

His intercourse was not confined to literary circles. 
In all the civil affairs of the town and neighbourhood, 
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he took an active interest from principle as well as 
inclination, for he considered a man as no good citizen 
who refused to take his share of the public business of 
the neighbourhood in which he lived; and the loss 
which left 80 great a blank in the world of letters, was 
also deeply regretted by his fellow-townsmen of Bonn. 

Niebuhr'a mode of life at Bonn was very regular, 
and his habits simple. He hated show and unnecessary 
luxury in domestic life. He loved Art in her proper 
place, but could not bear to see her degraded into the 
mere minister of outward ease. His life in his own 
family showed the erroneoosness of the assertion that 
a thorough devotion to learning is inconsistent with the 
claims of &mily affection. He liked to hear of all the 
trifling household occurrences, and his sympathy was as 
ready for the little sorrows of his children as for Uie 
misfortuiies of a nation. He was in the habit of rising 
at seven in the morning, and retiring at eleven. At 
the simple one o'clock dinner, he generally conversed 
cheerfully upon the contents of the newspapers which 
he had just looked through. The conversation was 
usually continued during the walk which be took imme- 
diately allerwards. The building of a house, or the 
planting of a garden, had always an attraction for 
him, and he used to watch the measuring of a wall, or 
the breaking open of an entrance, with the same species 
of interest with which he observed the development of 
a politick oiganisatlon. The family drank tea at eight 
o'clock, when any of his acquaintance were always 
welcome. But during the hours spent in his library, 
his whole being was absorbed in his studies, and hence 
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be got throu^ an immense amount of work in an 
iocrediblj short time. 

The principal epochB of his life, from 1823 to the 
beginning of 1830, were marked by the works in which 
he was engaged. In October, 1825, fae began to work 
again regularly at the Histoiy of Rome. It was his 
intention to finish the outline of the third Tolume up 
to the end of the first Punic war, and to conclude it 
with three treatises on tiie primitive metrical art of the 
Romans, on their religion, and on their ancient manners 
and customs. He thought it impossible to attempt the 
final revision and publication of the third volume until 
the two former ones were finished, on account of the 
references to them. This plan he did not live to carry 
out ; it was reserved for the friendship of his disciple 
and friend I^fessor Classen to revise the manuscript 
of the third volume for the press. The second 
edition of the first volume was finished in the summer 
of 1826, exactly as Niebuhr completed his fiftieth year. 
It had cost him great labour, for he had thought it 
necessary to alter the arrangement so considerably, and 
to re-write so many passages, that it was substantially a 
new work. His literary conscientiousness led him not 
seldom to sacrifice favourite passages, because they did 
not quite correspond to his riper convictions, or dis- 
turbed the symmetry of the proportions. But above 
all, he was most careful to express the exact degree of 
confidence which he felt with r^ard to each of his 
assertions. 

The reception which his work met with, not only in 
Germany, where half the copies of the new edition were 
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ordered before the last sheets htA left the press, but 
also in foreign countries, caofied him great delist 
Even fhim Boston, U.S., he received an enthusiastic 
review of his History and an academical diploma, 
h most unexpected honour to him as coming from 
that quarter. Various applications were made to 
him bj booksellers and literary men in France and 
England, who were desirous of obtaining his sancti<Hi 
and assistance in the translation of the work. The 
latter he readily granted, sometimes at the cost of con- 
siderable interruption to his other occupations. Niebnhr 
was not easily satined ; the care with whic^ he wrote 
rendered it the more annoying to him, when the exact 
sense and colour of his thoughts had not been preserred, 
or when, in the attempt to do so, tiie genius of a 
' foreign language was violated, and thus the impression 
which he wished to produce destroyed. He, however, 
considered ihe translation executed by Hare and Thirl* 
wall, at the expense of the university of Cambridge, 
a more perfectly successful attempt than he had even 
thought possible. 

About this time, Niebuhr undertook the joint editor- 
ship, with Brandis and Hasse. of the " Rheinischefl 
Museum," a periodical for jurisprudence, philology, and 
the history of philosophy. 

In February, 1826, he established, with Brandis and 
a few others, a philol<^cal society, similar to tiiat which 
had afforded him so many pleasant houra in Berlin ia 
the years 1810 and 1811. During this year, be was 
much depressed by the defeat of the Greeks^ v^oee 
stru^le he had iratched with his usual ardent 
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sympathy in human wd&re, and also by the death <^ 
Yoas, the last of his friends belonging to the former 
generation. On the other hand, he was renunded of all 
that he stjll possessed in his Mends by the Tisits of 
M. Von Stein, Frofeesor Palk, M. Pertz from HanoYer, 
and serertU others. Most of the foreigners too who came 
to Beam Tisited him. He had, in particular, so many 
connexions with England, that scarcely any Englishman 
of note came unprovided with lettera of introduction to 
him, and the number of these casual visitors sometimes 
caused him serious interruption to his studies. In this 
year, the present King of Prussia, then Crown Rince, 
Tinted the Rhine repeatedly. His presence was always 
a source of real gratification to Niebohr, who still 
preserved the afiection for him, and hig^ esteem (or his 
character, which he had formed when the Prince was 
his pupil in Berlin. 

The winter of 1826-27 was passed in laborious and 
cheerful application to his studies. In the spring he 
undertook a long-postponed task, that of arranging his 
p^rs. The retrospect of his past life could not but 
re-awaken many painful reminiscences, yet at the end 
he writes ; — " Notwithstanding the period of life on 
which I have entered, I have gained the power of 
looking forward hopefiiUy, and feel myself in this 
respect still youthful. When I think of what I have 
lost for ever, it makes my heart throb and brings tears 
to my eyes, but I repress them. The great work of 
my Efe, so fiir as it has advanced, inspires me with 
courage and firmness. I know tiiat my years have not 
been spent in vain, that I can do more now than before 
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I went to Italy." He succeeded in obtaiiiiDg a dispen- 
sation from attendance on the sittings of the CooncQ of 
State, but, at the request of this body, prepared a 
report for the Westphalian Chambers on the establish- 
ment of a projected bank. In the beginning of the 
year 1827, he commenced the revision of the second 
volume of tiie Roman History, and soon found that it 
would be necessary entirely to re-write this portion 
also, containing the period down to the decemviral 
constitution. In addition to this work, he drew up a 
prospectus for a new edition of the Byzantine HistorianB 
for the publisher Weber in Bonn, of which he edited 
the Agathias himself, b^des superintending the 
progress of the whole undertaking'. Niebuhr always 
rejoiced in being able to further such schemes, both for 
the sake of the literary objects which he thus promoted, 
and because it gave him the opportunity of ezcitiug 
and aiding others to similar pursuits. In a short time 
a third edition of the first volume was required; in 
this he had comparatively little to alter, but here also 
he made additions, particularly with respect to the 
history of the primitive races, of Alba, the Lucerea, the 
election of consuls, &c. It was printed in the autumn 
of this year. Towards the end of the summer, Profeasbr 
Twesten, of Kiel, paid a visit to Kiebubr, accompanied 
by his wife, who was a cousin of Madame Niebuhri 
and had been one of her earliest Mends. Twesten had 
also been a pupil of Niebuhr's in Berlin, imd one in 
whom he had always felt a particular interest Except- 
ing his sister, who had visited him in 1825, he had 
seen none of his relations since 1816. This was the 
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first renewal of personal intercourse mth them, and 
gave rise in bis mind to the resohition of taking a 
journey to Holstein. Up to this time, he eeems to have 
dreaded the impression which the recollection of former 
times would make upon him, but after he had once 
dedded on the journey, he eagerly rejoiced in the 
prospect of revisiting the home of his youth, and thus 
linking together the present and the past. 

In the winter of 1827-28, M. Classen of Hwnburgh, 
(now Professor in Ltibeck,) entered Niebuhr's femily as. 
tutor to Marcus, and a rery warm friendship rapidly 
sprang up between him and Niebuhr, In letters to 
his intinuite friends, Niebuhr often expresses his satis- 
fitction in having secured such an instructor for Marcus, 
and his own pleasure in Classen's society. Classen 
continued to reside in the &mily till the death of 
Niebuhr ; he watched over his dying bed, and super- 
intended the education of his orphan son with the 
utmost care and affection. It was Classen, too, who 
prepared the third volume of the History of Rome for 
the press, which Niebuhr left in a half-finished state. 
In the spring of 1828, Niebuhr had the great pleasure 
of receiving a visit from his friend and successor in 
Bom^ Chevalier Bunsen. 

The. increasing iU-health of Madame Niebuhr during 
this winter, threatened to put a stop to the projected 
journey to Holstein, but she improved as the spring 
ad^uiced, and in May the whole &mily set out for Kiel 
There they passed the summer in the house of Madame 
Hensler, and surrounded by their friends, whom they 
had not seen for twelve years. The time was spent in 
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happy social intercourse and excursions into tiie beau- 
tiful Bcenery of that part of Holsteln. On such occasions, 
Fiebuhr was always the centre of a group of children, 
who had soon discovered the willingness with which he 
entered into all their amusements, and his inability to 
refuse them any gratification. One fortnight he devoted 
to a visit to Copenhagen, in company with his son and 
Twesten. He was gratified by the evident signs of 
iuCTeasing wealtli in hu native country, but the growing 
hixury and love of amusement disturbed him. He writes, 
— " Every one must allow that the population of Holstein 
equals that of any province of Gtermany in cultivatioD 
and intelligence, though it is subject to many disad- 
vantages from its portion on the outer edge of literary 
Germany. What struck me most in my last viat to 
Kiel, is the sort of Viamese life I remarked there, oA 
fon iacguiite ctmacieneUuxemeai du devoir q^on t'eat 
impoii de a'amtaer." 

The following accoxmt of the last year of Niebuhi^s 
life is from the pen of his friend Professor Classen, fixHa 
whose essay on " Niebuhr's Life and Sphere of Action 
in Bonn " * many of the facts in tJie &nner part of this 
section are derived : — 

" The peace of Niebuhr's life in Bonn was broken by 
the storms of the year 1830 ; first came the personal 
calamity that his new house, in the arrangement of 
which he had taken so much pleasure, was burnt 
down in the night of the 6 th of February ; and before 
order and comfort could be created afresh from the 

' Lebeneiiaclirichten, vol. iiL, p. 283. 
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niinB of his domestic ezistence, the news arnTed of 
the second French Rerolution. The former misfortune 
affected him deeply, for he found his dearest happiness 
in the peace and order of home ; but his noble nature 
was beautifully displayed on the night of the fire. As 
Boon as he had recovered from the first fearful shock, 
and had seen his wife and children safe in the house 
of a kind neighbour, be compared the weight of this 
blow to other events of his life, and said sadly, but 
with composure, to a friend, ' It is indeed a misfortune, 
but I do not feel nearly so overcome and depressed as I 
did in the uig^t after the battle of Bautzen, when I 
was near bead-quarters, and believed the cause of my 
country to be, if not lost, in Ihe most imminent peiil. 
If only the manuscript of the second volume of my 
Roman History is found again, I can get over every- 
thing else ; and, at the worst, I feel have still power 
enou^ left to replace my History, and will set to work 
again with Giod's help in a few days.' He conversed 
thus for some hours with noble calmness, while watching 
the flames as they devoured their rich booty. Once 
only he inquired anxioosly after the fate of the She-wol^ 
a beautiful cast of the well-known group in the Capitol, 
which bad been given him by his wife, and always 
stood in bis library, and expressed the strongest desire 
that it might be saved ; be had always liked to consider 
it as the guardian genius of the house. Some of his 
yonnger Mends hurried into the burning house, reached 
the room, and with mudti difficulty brought away the 
heavy cast ; hut in the hasty descent of the staircase, 
it received several blows, and reached the bottom in 
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ruina. Niebuhr buried the fragments with melancholy 
feelings in his garden. 

" For the first few days after the fire, the sight of 
the desolation it had caused, rendered his regret more 
poignant than it had been in the first moment. He 
was especiallj grieved by the destruction, as he feared, 
of his library ; for all his books had been thrown out 
of the windows of the second story in a heap on the 
snow and mud of the street, and had not been placed 
under shelter till the morning. It cost him many days' 
labour to look through what was saved, and bring it 
into order ; but there was great rejoicing when here 
and there a precious treasure was found again which 
had been looked on as lost ; and the re-appearance of 
the longed-for manuscript of the second volume was 
greeted with hearty cheers : only a few sheets written 
out ready for the press were missing ; the sketch of the 
whole had been preserved entire. It was scarcely less 
than miraculous that his loss in books turned out after 
all to be very slight ; many indeed were more or less 
injured. Many papers and letters were gone, among 
the rest his correspondence with his father. 

" A new house was soon taken, while the other one 
was rebuilt on an enlarged scale. In the prospect of a 
speedy change, Niebuhr endured the inconvenience of 
the new and unnecessarily hasty household .arrange- 
ments with unruffled cheerfiilness ; still he could not 
feel quite at ease in tiiem, and the recollection of his. 
misfortune, combined with his fears for its effects on 
the health of his beloved wife, rendered him no doubt 
more than usually susceptible to gloomy impressions. 
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It was in thia mood that he first heard the news of the 
Three Bays of Jtilj, news which would hare affected 
him most profoundly under wbaterer circumstances 
they had first reached him. For few of his contem- 
poraries took such deep and constant interest in all the 
events of the day, — few had the same power of appre- 
ciating all their bearings and consequences. In such a 
mind as his, this was naturally not the result of fluctu- 
ating curiosity, nor of the want of a passing amusement, 
but of a thorough comprehension of the antecedents 
and tendencies of his age, as far as such can be 
possessed by one individual. And he now saw himself 
most bitterly deceived — disappointed in all his hopes 
and expectations ; he had never given the court party 
credit for such blindness, nor believed the people of 
Paris capable of such resistance, whether it may have 
been the consequence of momentary excitement, or of 
a concerted plan. Enough — the revolution had taken 
place, and brought in its train many violent changes, 
while it threatened to spread the sphere of its activity 
to other countries. But however much he might be 
distracted and saddened, during the five months in 
which he was still a spectator of the world's history, 
by the feverish convulsions of the age, and yet more 
by the strife of opinions as to their real significance, 
he never &iiled to recognise with perfect clearness and 
distinctness in tiie universal conjEiision, which evil was 
in truth the lesser ; never wavered in his attachment to 
his country and his King, but exerted himself on every 
opportunity to awaken and invigorate the patriotism 
of those around him. 
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** The last political occurrence in whic^ Niebuhr was 
sbttngly interested, was the trial of the ministers of 
Charles the Tenth ; it was indirectly the cause of his 
death. He read the reports in the French joumala 
vith eager attention ; and as these newspapers were 
much in request at that time, from the unirersal interest 
felt in their contents, he did not in general go to the 
public reading-rooms where he was accustomed to see 
the papers daily, until the evening. On Christmas ere 
and the following day, he was in better health and 
sinrits than he had been for a long while, but on the 
evening of the 25th of December, he spent a considerable 
time waiting and reading in the hot news-room, without 
taking off his thick fiir-doak, and then returned home, 
through the hitter frosty night-air, heated in mind and 
body. Still 61II of the impression made on him by 
the papers, he went straight to Classen's room, and 
exclaimed, ' That is true eloquence I You must read 
Sauzet's speech ; he alone declares the true state of the 
case ; that this is no question of law, but an open battle 
between hostile powers ! Sauzet must be no common 
man 1 But,' he added immediately, ' I have taken & 
severe chill, I must go to bed.' And from the couch 
which he then sought, he never rose again, except for 
one hour, two days afterwards, when he was forced to 
return to it quickly, with warning symptoms of his 
approaching end. 

'* Bis illness lasted a week, and was pronounced, aa 
the fourth day, to be a decided attack of inflammation 
on the lungs. His hopes sank at first, but rose with his 
increasing danger and weakness ; even on the morning 
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of the last day he said, ' I may still recover.' Two days 
before, bis faithful mfe, who had exerted herself beyond 
her Btreugth in nuTBing him, fell ill and was obliged to 
leave him. He then turned his &ce to the wall, and 
exclaimed with the most painfid presentiment, ' Hapless 
house I To lose father and mother at once 1' And to 
the children he said, ' Pray to Ood, children ! He alone 
cao help us ! ' And his attendants saw that he himself 
was seeking comfort and strength in silent prayer. But 
when his hopes of life revived, his active and powerful 
mind soon demanded its wonted occupation. The 
studies that had been dearest to him through life, 
remained so in death ; his love to them was proved to 
be pure and genuine by its unwavering perseverance to 
the last While he was on his sick bed, Cla^en read 
aload to him for hours the Greek text of the Jewish 
History of Josephus, and he followed the sense with 
such ease and attention, that he suggested several 
emendations in the text at the moment : this may be 
called an unimportant circiunstance, but it always 
appeared to us one of the most wonderful proofe of his 
mental povera. The last learned work in which he 
was able to testify his interest, was the description of 
Home by Bunsen and his friends, which had just been 
sent to him; the preface to the first volume was read 
aloud to him, and called forth ezpressioos of pleasure 
and approbation. He also asked for light reading to 
pass the time, but our attempts to satisfy him were 
unsuocessful. A fiiend proposed the * Briefe ones Ver- 
storbenen,' which was then making a great sensation ; 
but he decUned it, saying he feared that its levity 
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would jar upon his feelings. One of Cooper's noTels 
was recommended to him, and excited bis ridicule by its 
extraordinary verbiage : he was much amused by trying 
an experiment he proposed, which consisted in taking 
one period at hap-faazard on each page ; and by the 
discovery that this mode of reading did little violence 
to the connexion of the story. The ' Colnische Zeitung' 
was read aloud to him up to the last day, with extracts 
from the French and other journals. He asked for 
them expressly, only twelve hours before his death, and 
gave his opinion half in jest about the change of 
ministry in Paris. But on the afternoon of the 1st of 
January, 1831, he sank into a dreamy slumber; once 
on awakening, he said that pleasant images floated 
before him in sleep : now and then he spoke French ia 
his dreams ; probably he felt himself in the presence of 
his departed friend Be Serre. As the night gathered, 
consciousness gradually faded away ; he woke up once 
more about midnight, when the last remedy was 
administered ; he recognised in it a medicine of doubt&l 
operation, never resorted to but in extreme cases, and 
said in a faint voice, ' What essential substance is this ? 
Am I so far gone ^ ' These were his last words ; he sank 
back on his pillow, and within an hour his noble heart 
had ceased to beat." 

Niebuhr's T^ife died nine days after him, on the 11th 
of the same month, about the same hour of the night. 
She died, in fact, of a broken heart, though her disease 
was, like his, an inflammation of the chest She could 
shed no tears, though she longed for thom and prayed. 
God to send them ; once her eyes grew moist, when 
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his picture was brought to her at her owa requ^t, but 
they dried again, and her heavy heart was not relieved. 
She had her children often with her, particularly her 
aon, and gave them her parting counsela. And so her 
loving and pure soul went home to God. Both rest in 
one grave, over which the preaent King of Prussia has 
erected a monument to the memory of his former 
instructor and counsellor. The children were placed 
under the care of Madame Hensler, at Kiel. 



Letters from May, 1825, to December, 1880. 
cccxxxvn. 

: TO HADAHE HENSLER 

Bomt, 13A Urn/, 182S. 
.... I have begun the coarse of lectures I tmnounced, 
and succeed very well in delivering them extempore, by 
vbich the labour I have undertaken vill be comparatively 
inconsiderable ; in fact, I am quite certain that I shall be 
able henceforward to continue the Roman Histoiy at the 
same time with my lectures, and to give Marcns lessons 
for at least an hour and a half each day. Yesterday 298 
persons inscribed their names as hearers ; there were not, 
indeed, so many present, because there was literally not 
room for them in the Lecture-hall; many stood, and the 
Tnndows had to be taken oat that we might not be suffocated. 
This throng may very likely, nay, will almost certainly, 
diminish by degrees ; still, it is quite clear that the young 
men receive my course with real gratitude as a friendly gift, 
and that many of the Professors regard me as a welcome 
fellow-worker; the citizens also seem pleased that I have 
chosen to live amongst them. 

The porcbase-deed of our garden will be signed in a few 
days, and if we can find a house for sale in the neighbour- 
hood of the garden, that suits us, or that can be made 
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suitable by » few additions, we shall certainly take advantage 
of it. Bad as tbe state of the world is in many respects, 
it is still an inestimable advantage to be able to recover 
energy and inclination to settle yourself, and make pTU-chases 
for the rest of your life ; and in our own bouse, under onr 
own trees, we shall be contented to let alone what we cannot 
alter, and what would not be improred by most of tliose 
who want to alter it. You likewue can remember the time 
before the commotions of the world had banished the quiet 
of private domestic life ; when the laying out of a garden 
and the success of a plantation was an important event to 
the head of a household and his friends. I have still a very 
lively recollection of those tranquil days, and how they 
passed away so entirely that I did not believe they wonld 
ever return during our life-time. But they seem to have 
returned as it were in the progress of convalescence. I am 
far from being the only one who is more interested in the 
question, whether and how our town shall and can be 
enlarged, and tiie neighbourhood improved, than in the 
afEoira of the world ; — if only they would not exterminate 
the Greeks ! 

Onr garden occupies an old bastion, and part of a curtain, 
so that it seems to be on a hill, and has a view of the Sieben 
Gebirge, and the range of the so-called Yorgebirge, and the 
magnificent Foppelsdorf All^e. It is fnU of beautifiil fruit 
trees and vines, which are the more valuable here, as the 
grapes ripen well and early, if the season is tolerable and 
the aspect favourable, and good grapes are rarely to be had 
in the market. From being laid out on a bastion, the lines 
of division in the garden have acquired a certain pecoUarity 
which could hardly have been attained by art. We are about 
to replace dead trees by new ones, and are tranquilly planting 
what will take years before it will prodacs anything. Why 
have you not enjoyed this heavenly spring in our garden, 
dear Dora ? . . . . 
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CCCXXXVIII. 

12iA June. 182G. 

I continue to receive encooragement in my 

lectnreB The attentive investigatioii of the history of 

these obscure periods is interestiBg to myself, and profitable 
as a preparation for the period of the Roman History when 
that of Macedon falls into it. Indeed, when I have finished 
the third volume, and revised the first, I think I should like, 
by way of change, to dictate the history of Greece, which I 
am now delivering, in quite a different form, not as a learned 
work. The course of lectures which I mean to deliver this 
winter on Boman Antiquities, will he useful to me in the 
revision of my History. Whether it will also be useful to a 
large number among my auditors, I do not know ; but my 
trouble will certainly not be quite lost. The young man 
who gives Marcus lessons, and is our companion at table, is 
one of those who receive what I say with affectionate interest ; 
and, according to his testimony, there are many who do so 
among the great number of young philologiBts who are 
rising up here on all sides, where a few years ago, out of a 
hmidred thousand souls, there was not one who understood 
Oreek. I have defended Demosthenes, upon full conviction, 
Bs warmly as if the question concerned a living man, and 
the young men l^tened to me with evident sympathy. I 
never before saw Demoetbenes' greatness and excellence in 
such a striking light. 

The University here is much decried abroad, as if we lived 
under Heaven knows what tyranny of the police, and as if the 
young men were turning Catholics by shoals. Both reports 
are quite untrue ; no one meets with any molestation unless 
he commit some great extravagance ; and there is no danger 
of conversion to Catholicism except when a young man falls 
in love in a proselyting family. But there are vety few 
sncb 
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Bom, SOa Odtlir. 182S. 

I have been ill Bince I wrote to you. It was a rbeomatic 
plearisy, fortonately not violent, but I was quite confined to 
my bed for foor days. 

You ask after tbe continuation of my History, dearest 
Dora. I should have resumed it this summer, — the lectures 
would not have interfered with it to any extent, — but 
Oretchen's jonmey to the baths stood in the way ; I was 
obliged to devote myself more than usual to the children, 
who were left behind. On this account I was unable to sei 
to work, and I have only begun tbe continuation during the 
present month. The lectnree this winter will be no hin- 
drance to me, still tbe work will advance but slowly. I am 
satisfied on the whole with what I have done latterly. Life 
is stirring among the heap of dry bones, and I feel while 
writing tbe history, as if I were borrowing it from some 
newly-discovered old records. Very likely, however, I may 
be censured for going too much into details. Another 
circomstance will give still more occasion for blame. In 
tbe first half of tbe unprinted volume I invented a speech ; 
I have now composed a second, and the outline of one in 
reply to it. I know beforehand all the cavils that will be 
made against this ; but I know as well as any one, what is 
eseential to a living representation of tbe past, and that 
it is not possible to enter into the way in which decisive 
resolutions are formed in critical moments, unless the reader 
can look into tbe souls of those who conceive or influence 
tbe decision, not through tbe help of common-places, but bj 
means of a thorough insight into all the special circumstances 
of the case. Such speeches as those of which Tbucydides 
has given us the bluest model, are truly the lamps of 
history ; I grant that a man must be bold, and free from 
superstitious scrupulosity, to invent them for periods con* 
ceming which only scanty fragments of facta are lefL Tbe 
ancient historians have too often treated moral and pohtical 
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common -places in this form, and such passages are indeed 
absolutely worthless. When I have finished the first Punic 
war, I shall write three essays, for the same volume, upon 
the earliest metrical art of the Romans, on their religion, 
and on their ancient manners and customs ; and then I 
shall proceed, not without trembling, to the revision of the 
first volume. The materials for additions are extremely 
rich ; and as I now see clearly what I only divined, or had 
a presentiment of, when I wrote it, I shall be obliged to take 
it to pieces almost throughout, and erect the old portions, 
combined with new ones, into a more extensive structure. 
I shall thank God, if I live to finish at least this much of my 
task, for then I shall have accomplished the restoration of a 
history that was almost universally misunderstood, even so 
early as 1600 years ago. The taking of Alexandria by 
Augustus is the limit to which I propose to bring it down ; 
this I still hope to reach 



CCCXL. 



Bonk, 7A ITareh, 162S. 

.... I wish, dear Perthes, that you knew any one who 
had as extensive a knowledge of the history of conunerce 
during the past century as my late friend Biisch, that you 
might prevail upon him to write the history of commerce 
and finance during the last hundred and fifty years. I 
know a great deal about it myself in a &^mentary way, 
but not Goimectedly. Even for those who have not that 
strong interest in monetary afhirs which I am not ashamed 
of confessing, they form as essential a part of the world's 
history as tlie history of epidemics. Before 1731, no uni- 
versal commercial crisis had been known; they are now 
become more and more frequent, and it is enough to make 
one shudder to think of the future, when a chain of credit- 
giving establishments will extend through the whole of 
Spanish America, as well as through the United States. 
Truly the independence of these States opens an abyss ; the 
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natural amngement would have been that Enrope ahonld 
hare traded with these conntries throngh the medium of an 
emporium such as Cadiz. However, of what use is it to 
know this ? The old order of thingB is fast passing away, 
through the &ult of those who were its netful heads, and 
who would have been the first gainers by it, if they bad 
known how to maintain iL The connter-reyolulion in 
France opens gloomy prospects to Qermany likewise. In 
oar provinces, the oligarchy have carried ont their plans 
respecting the elections by deceiving the Government, and 
are ainm^; at Jesuitism and the like. If Bussia were oat 
of the question, one need feel less anxiety about the matter ; 
for that party cannot obtain any permanent success. 

You are quite right in maintaining that neither the 
gymnastic nor the Mennonite r^me can conduce to a real 
and noble respect for the laws. I believe that every ostein 
of training which inspires heathen or Christian arrogance, 
and leads people to consider themselves as privileged indivi- 
duals, has an equally corrupting effect 

How b your series of bist^mes proceeding ? Shall yon 
carry it out ? My wife is again very sickly ; the children, 
too, are not free firom indispoution. As for myself, since I 
have at least twenty years to Uve (for it is not the &Bhion 
here to die before seventy), I am striving to make up in 
creative labours and enjoyment of life, for what I have lost 
in both during the best years of my life. 



OCCXLL 

TO W*"^'"- HEIT8LEB. 

Bom, lOik JTvtft, 1838. 
I have now concluded my lectures with the reward of very 
decisive approbation. The lectures close very early here, 
and I, with a few others, have continued them some days after 
the courses of the regular professors had concluded, and 
have had a respectable though much diminished audience. 
Altogether the numbers had kept up during the winter 
beyond my expectation. Brandis, D'Alton, and several 
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other professors, were among my hearers.' My lectures 
were received with uncommon interest among the studoits, 
althou^ they are accustomed here in general, to dictation, 
and require it ; and their expressions of thanks and attach- 
ment quite surprised me. One young man, as I gave him 
hie certificate, pat into my hand, with great embarrassment, 
a letter of thanks ; seized my hand, and said he could never 
thank me enough ; I had awakened a new life in him. Most 
of those who have been thus aroused, are Catholics, on whom . 
a new life is indeed breaking, through the study of Uie 
sciences, from which they have been so long excluded, and I 
tmst they will difiuse it over a wide sphere. Their abilities, 
moreover, as well as their dispositions, are of a very 
encourt^ing character. It is certainly incontestable that 
philology now stands many degrees higher than it did 
thirty years ago. The knowledge, which then distinguished 
the few who possessed it, is now become common property. 

The idea of standing at the head of a school will not 
allure me ; on this point I know myself ; though with the 
present state of party feeling in Germany, it is almost 
necessary as a matter of self-defence ; and if our disciples 
and adherents enter the lists with our opponents, we need 
not hold them back. I have met with some cases of this 
kind already among persons who are strangers to me. The 
revision of the first vcdume involves immense labour. .... 



CCCXLIL 

Bom, 241ft April. 1823. 

.... I have been much affect«d by the death of old Voss. 
He was the last remuning one of the elder generation 
with whom the memories of my childhood and youth were 
bound up : I felt myself still young, so long as I knew, and 
might yet see one living person whom I had seen as a boy, and 
to whom, as a youth, I bad looked up with affection. It was 
not without some anxiety that I went to visit him on my 
journey hither three years ago. Christiana had more than 
once written me word, that he had inquired if I had not 
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tamed Catholic I And this, be it remarked, after I had set 
up a ProteBtant chapel in my house ! I felt angry at such a 
suspicion; besides, the Stolberg affair had left a deep wound 
behind, as was the case with you likewise. But the memory 
of old times prevailed, and I foaod that it was necessary with 
him too, not to OTerlook the palliating circomstances, — that 
there were excuses for much that had passed after the 
first step. I felt as much affection as ever for my aged 
friend, whose freshness of mind had something uncommonly 
venerable about it. I have written to him several times 
since, and his answers were very cordial. The last time I 
wrote to him was on his birthday, and those about him tell 
me that this w&s ahnost the last Uvely gratification that he 
enjoyed. He intended to pay as a visit this summer, and 
this project was almost the last thing of which he spoke. I 
should have gone to see him in the holidays if he had lived. 
He had already fallen asleep when I fixed my intentions. 

Events have justified his predictions in many things about 
which he was not, properly speaking, in the right, and stiU 
less a prophet. A [Catholic] league such as he believed in, 
was a fevered dream ; hut things are happening now, and 
others are impending, which are exactly what he indicated as 
the work of this assumed league. It requires much historical 
experience and resignation to retidn one's equanimity in 
spite of all that is passing before our eyes ; the influence of 
the bigoted, monldsh, in fact, downright Jesuitical, party 
among the Catholics, in matters of public instruction, is 
most sad. I could, perhaps, bring on a crisis if I were to 
write on the subject, but the result is too uncertain. This 
is a more dangerous bnsiness than the alleged favouritism 
shown towards the hereditaiy aristocracy, which may produce 
ill effects for a generation, but cannot liave any permanent 
consequences. It is indeed clear, I think, that the commoner 
is regarded by the nobleman with a dislike such as has not 
existed before for the last forty years. The misfortune is, 
that this feeling enfeebles the whole of Germany, and parti- 
cularly our class, which is the sinews of the country. France 
is also growing very weary, and there, where the political 
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volcano seems to have spent itself, the priests are creating 
fresh elements of combostion 

I went to Elberfeldt by the diligence last week, and 
returned by way of Dlteseldorf, wheiB I visited the " Tauten 
Jacobi." * It did me good, only it was not enough. Elber- 
feldt is, as you probably know, the seat of the Protestant 
fanatics. I heard euch a sermon ! it happened to be the 
general fast-day. But I was told there was another man who 
would have given us something still more outrageous. 

The men of business there are clever and energetic. It 
is a real pleasure to see how new firms and new enterprises 
are constantly coming into existence just as in England. 
The whole duchy of Be^ presents this cheerful aspect. 
New roads are making in all directions, and rows of houses 
springing up along them. Mannfoctures are in a most 
flourishing ccmdition. 

CCCXLIII. 

BoNJi, iin May, 1828. 

.... The horrible fate of Missolon^ii almost deadens 
my feelings both to immediate and more distant objects of 
interest. Without attaching full credence to the reports of 
success, I had lulled myself into security, and the blow 
came upon me this time qnite unexpectedly. I cannot 
divert my thoughts from it. Marcus, who is only just 
beginning to tnm his attention to political evente, is quite 
broken-hearted. He wanted to employ his aavings'-box for 
the subscription, and, uniting the ideas of a child with the 
earnestness of a man, proposed to melt his leaden soldiers 
into bullets. From the time that the first rumour of the 
lamentable disaster *had reached us, he could not bear to 
look at the map of Turkey. Amelia studies maps with 
faim, and gets him to tell her abont the places ; this map he 
imploringly refused to tell her about; and when she inno- 
cently laughed at him for it, he threw himself on my breast, 
sobbing bitterly. Alas, what hope is now left ! The heroes 

* The dstera of the phUMopher JeicobL 
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are gone, the Suliots are exterminated, and bow horrible to 
think of the women and children in the power of these 
barbariana. What can the too long delayed aaaistance avail 
now? England has played a detestable part. My cJd 
affection for her is well nigh extingniahed. And yet when 
England is iiillen, who knows but what we may bitterly feei 
the want of her hereafter ? 

My whole attention is fixed on the proceedings of the 
CatboUcs. It seems to me imquestionable that a bold 
faction among them are secretly aiming to bring on a reli- 
gious war. In France, the priests have been directing all 
their efforts, for the last ten years, to the attainment of 
physical power, and they have already succeeded in reco- 
vering their hold on the populace ; and this while they had 
no means of constraint at their disposaL The prospect 
that we Protestants may need a Russian Gastavus Adolphus 
to defend ub is frightful. I was relating to Marcus yesterday 
the history of the rehgioas wars and their horrors. I was 
glad to see that he distinguished between the bad CathoUcs 
and the good ones, such as oar firiends, who would never 
have acted so ; and also that he did not understand at all 
how Protestants could persecute. He thought that would 
be impossible, for they knew that the Catholics were in 
error, and yon could not hate a person for being mistaken. 
Our CathoUc friends are, indeed, only separated from our- 
selves by forms ; while treated as heretics by the fanatics, 
they are quite intimate with us, and the most intelligent man 
among them said to me yesterday, " superstition is, after all, 
much more detestable and mischievous than nnbellef. " . . . . 



CCCXLTV. 

' Bonn, 21i( Jnm, 1S3(L 
The printing of the first volume in the new edition has at 
last commenced, and will now advance steadily. .... 

My French translator was here, at tlie end of last week. 
At all events, he understands German perfectly, and goes to 
work with great enthusiasm. According to his testimony, 
expectation is universally excited about it in France, and 
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tJie publisher is bo certain of a brilUant reception, that he 
will print at least two thousand copies. Such a celebrity 
among foreign nations is very agreeable to the natural man, 
philosophise about it as you please ; and I least of all, 
make pretensions to be a eaint in this respect, or eren a 
philosopher. 

Fifteen years ago, I had no idea of the pOBBihility of 
appearing as an author, although I had a very distinct feeling 
of the worthleeeneBs of that which called itself ancient 
history ; and when I began my lectures at Berlin, under the 
aniirmting influence of your presence, I never dreamt that 
they could become the basis of an enduring work. When I 
see how the ideas which began to dawn upon me in the 
course of the lectures, have gradually become as clear as 
day ; how the chaos has been resolved into distinct facta — 
nay, separate details — ^it is astonishing even to myself. But 
it really borders upon a miraculous intervention of Provi- 
dence, that BO many remarkable things have been brought to 
light within the last few years, which were indispensable to 
the determination of certain points. 

My Frenchman gave me a good deal of interesting infor- 
mation respecting the internal condition of his countzy, 
agreeing with what an attentive reader may gather from the 
journals. The pretensions of the priests, who are for the 
most part utterly uneducated men from the lowest classes, 
have produced an exa^ieration against them, which has 
called forth a party capable of setting them at defiance, not- 
withstanding the patronage of the King. It is singular how 
the various parties unite in their common opposition to the 
clergy, so that people who thought themselves unalterably 
embittered against each other in pohtics, five years ago, are 
now qnite reconciled. This, indeed, has been only rendered 
possible by the fact that, thank God, the revolutionary plans 
of the liberals have been frustrated. Fori quite understand 
how, in France, men whose views fully harmonise with my 
own, can become reconciled to those whose earlier follies 
have wrought such indescribable calamity. I have just the 
same feelings; and would not only send my respects to 
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Koyer-CoUard, bat if Fox were living, should be happy to 
make hiB acquaintance. 

The sentiments of the En^sh, as a natiou, vith regard to 
the Greek cause, are ondiaguisedly had. An Aostrian is 
not aUBwerahle for the acts of bis goTemment, but the 
Snglish are answerable for uttering no expression of commi- 
seration, no cry for help, when there was nothing to prevent 
them. It is quite different in France ; there, tones have 
resounded in the public joomala that have issued from 
the depths of the heart, and find an echo in the inmost 
heart of the reader. Have you read Tiedge's poem, " The 
Struggle of the Greeks vith Barbarism ? " I should never 
have thoaght him capable of producing such a work ; &ulty 
as the verses are, considered merely as poetry. The con- 
ception is terribly beautiM, Bat I cannot understand how 
it is that the excitement should not be much greater and 
more universal in Germany. One sickens at the specious 
show of feeling, and the faint-hearted apathy of men whom 
you must allow to pass for well-meaning persons. The 
personal feeling of our King is very evident and very 
honourable to him. 

OCCSLV. 

Bonr, 18d/«^, ISSS. 

.... This time fifteen years I made a pause in the 
composition of my History — during our journey to Holatein. 
That was indeed, dear Dora, as yon call it, the blossoming 
time of my life. And yet, if it were not winter aroond me, 
there were still within me a time of bloom, if not of spring 
or summer. I do not feel at all old yet in mind ; my life is 
prolonged by love and happiness, and puts forth fresh shoots. 
My knowledge has increased greatly in variety and extent 
since that time ; but I should never have undertaken the 
work, had I then had the accumulation of materials which it 
now coats me weary labour to organise. 

I cannot say that I could ever repent my resolution to 
take up our abode here, since I have once for all j^ven up a 
more agreeable and attractive life ; which I confess I must 
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not allow myself to look back upon, else my heart swells and 
my eyes nioisten. And yet, it may be best so, for in this 
degenerate state of politics, my position there wonld have 
become very difficult. Ten years hence, I may Teiy likely 
be able to make another joomey across the Alps. My 
spirits rise at this castle in the air, and Marcus is delighted. 
We had a visit yesterday &om Wilhelm Yoss, whom I had 
not seen since 1811, and like much better now, than in his 
youthful days, one-and-twenty years ago, when he was a 
Bonapartifit at the time of oar disaster at Ulm. He had 
with him the proof sheets of the second part of the " Anti- 
symbolik," containing an extremely pleasing autobiography 
of his father's youth — ^the first fifteen years of his life, — but 
also a fuller recapitulation of the quarrel with Heyne than 
has ever yet appeared ; unspeakably painful. I had intended 
to write a very short essay indicating what Voss had been to 
the nation and to literature, and to append to it a few 
apologetic pages, on the origin of the ill-feeling in this affiur ; 
which now I cannot do. 

The sisters Jacobi were here a month with their nephew, 
the president. They had with them the correspondence of 
Qoethe with their brother, which is a great curiosity. These 
letters show G-oethe in an unexpectedly favourable light; 
they exhibit a large heart, and strong deep emotions, Jacobi's 
letters are constrained, artificial, and laboured; it gives me 
pain to say this. In the first period of their acquaintance, 
before Goethe goes to Weimar, he notices this on one 
occasion; he wishes for his &iend a growth in love, and 
thereby in simplicity and productive power. 

How sad it is, on the contrary, to see the idolatry which 
Goethe suffers to be paid to him now, about which you, too, 
have probably seen the elegantly-printed book t 

The sisters Jacobi bear a grudge against Goethe ; more 
especially, as it appears, on account of the " Goldsmith of 
Ephesus," the conclusion of which, it must be granted, is 
unintelligible, but certmnly not intended as they take it ; 
find on account of his description of his stay at Fempelfort,* 
in 179S. 

* Jacobi's reeidence. 
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You think that nnirerBal sympathj most overpower the 
gOTenuneDts ? Alas! you do not imderBtaiid the matter, 
and do not know the extent of oar political paralTsia. Id 
England there has not been the remotest ezpreswiD of 
feeling as in France ; the proclamation which prevented th« 
departure of the ship lying ready equipped, caused the 
destruction of Missolonghi, and it has not been censored in 
any opposition paper. Hence I blame that nation beyond 
all others. Unhappily the feeling among us in Qermany is 
very superficial; and we must be more ashamed of tlie levity 
which has allowed ns so soon to forget the dreadful end 
of Missolonghi, than rejoiced at the liberality previously 

shown 

CCCXLTL 

TO SAVIQNT. 

Bon, 9A AmyitM, IS94L 

Our governments must give us credit for a high opiuioa 
of the importance of our thoughts and words, my old 
&iend, when they set a price upon our letters, exceeding 
that of many small books. I am anything but parsimonious, 
but I should write four or five times as many letters, if it 
were not for the high postage, which makes a single letter 
cost as much as four printed sheets, on the composition and 
revision of which you have exerted every power of your mind. 
However, it is not merely, or chiefly, the opportunity of 
sending you a few lines, — ^lines, for the time of long, though 
rare, letters, has vanished years ago, — but an ardent desire 
to say a word of affection to you on yonr journey. May it 
be blessed to you I I trust it will, for I have myself foond 
health in Italy, which I bad thought denied to me for ever. 
God grant that you may find it so likewise I So you are 
talcing the same route which I did just ten years ago. You 
will know how to enjoy its pleasures, which I foolishly threw 
away like a froward child. It is easier for you slso ; for 
what did I hope for then ? How much was there to which 
I was obliged to resign myself 1 You can overlook what is 
foolish and what is bad ; as I should now overlook it myself. 
Go with your heart and all your senses open to the earthly 
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paradise, to Naples above all, and shut your eyes to eyerything 
of whicli you haTeapresentunent that itwonld irritate you. . . 

Where shall I send yon the new edition of my first volnme ? 
the reyiBion of which is nearly completed, hut the printing 
advances slowly. I wish you may read it when perfectly at 
leisure, and that it may satisfy you. It is immensely 
enhanced in value ; much of the new part is, I think, well 
written ; much has been sacrificed, even where I have not 
been able to replace what has been omitted with anything 
equally good ; some portions which my Mends will miss ; but 
nothing is left which I could not have written in its present 
form with fall conriction. What has become of that time, 
fifteen years ago, when my daring creations filled me with 
happiness and delighted you? I do not feel old yet; I 
feel much clearer in my mind, and much richer in know- 
ledge, but not, as then, fruitful in combinations and inven- 
tions. I long to have finished the revision, that I may 
proceed to the third volume. It is wearisome to write what 
yon know already, and have brought into a clear point of 
view. From my childhood, among the divine attributes, 
that of preserving has always seemed to me extremely 
ennuyant; as an employment almost beneath an angel, 
and, hence we cannot wonder that aftairs do not proceed 
particularly well. 

I am acting as if a leave-taking were before me, when we 
jest because our heart is heavy. My heart is very heavy, my 
old friend I and yet I hope your journey will do you good. A 
passionate longing to be across the Alps again, still seizes 
upon me when the birds take their flight thither ; and how 
much more when it is a friend I Why did you not come 
when I was there ? Why have I not been permitted to be 
your guide there ? I press you to my heart, and give you 
my blessing. My wife sends her love. 

Give my greetings to the statue of Marcus Anrelius, and 
the lions under the Capitol, and my old Teatro di Marcello, 
and Uie Bay of Naples, and — everything. 

Yet again, God bless your journey to you. 

Your old NiEBUHB. 
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CCCXLVn. 
TO PERTHES. 

BoHS, iitk JoMumy, 1827. 
.... Yoa say, dear Perthes, that you etand towards the 
Catholics as east to Dorth. Yoa are qnite right in so 
standing. But that is towards the Catholics as they were 
in the wholesome period of their depression, when the 
question was one of difference of opinion, and nothing 
further. But now all the old evils have awakened to full 
activity; all the priestcraft, all, even the most gigantic plans 
for conquest and subjagstion ; and there is no doubt, that 
they are secretly aiming at and working towards a religions 
war, and all that tends to faring it on. Therefore, my dear 
friend, we must now be mnch on our guard, and look closely 
to it that we do not serve as tools to these people ; I thank 
God that he has removed Stolhei^ in time, for he would not 
have been a match for their artifices. Whoever lives in a 
Catholic part of Germany, must remark that, with few 
exceptions, the scholars, the citizens, &c., are what tJiey are 
among ourselves, but that a curse of stupidity, of vulgarity, 
or both, seems to rest upon the clergy, and tliat the prose- 
lytizers, and warriors of the holy militia, are true children of 
liie devil. 

cccxLVin. 
TO U iJ}AUE BBKSLER. 

Bom, ilk MarA, 1S2T. 

.... I have received a friendly letter from old Stein, in 
which he only contends that I was wrong in assuming that 
the oligarchy are secretly preparing to assert boundless 
pretensions : on this point he allows himself to be imposed 
upon. From onr King I have received a letter of thanks 
which will serve me as a shield, if the oligarchy should raise 
an ontcry. 

Several persons in Paris have sent me friendly salutations, 
and invitations to go there. I think of doing so in about 
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two years, and still hope to make fresh discoveries of 
importance io the Library 



COCXLIX. 

BoRH, asA April, 1827. 

Yonr affeclionate letter arrived here, dear Dora, during 
my absence. The machine had nearly come to a stand-still, 
and I felt the necessity of shakiog it so strongly, that I no 
longer delayed availing myself of the facilities afforded by 
the dUigences on these excellent roads, bat set off last 
Tuesday week to Coblentz and Treves, and reached home 
again last Sunday. The direction of my journey was chosen, 
in fact, in order to induce Brandis to accompany me ; be 
needed motion and change stjll more than myself, and 
Treves was the first place he could decide upon going to. 
The old Roman city with its ruins, and the relics of 
antiquity discovered there, had long attracted me ; but I had 
not liked to go there without Gretchen and the children, I 
do not repent of having made this excursion ; the physical 
object seems fiiUy attained ; I feel once more bright and 
active. I had got bo absorbed in intricate inquiries, con- 
nected with my work, that I conld not drive them out of my 
thoughts for a moment, and yet was unable to take a 
comprehensive view of them. 

The road from Bonn to Coblentz, which I have now 
travelled many times, is so beautiful, that one can never tire 
of it, and can delight in it even when the vegetation is still 
veiy backward, as it was when I left home ; from Coblentz 
to Treves, the road crosses the hills which connect the Eifel 
with the Hundsruck ranges, a tiresome road through a bleak 
and barren district, where even the woods are still without 
leaves. The situation of Treves itself is strikingly beautiful ; 
the mins are very extensive, and highly interesting to the 
antiquary, as they afford an illustration of the great differ- 
ence that prevailed between the style of architecture in 
Home and the provinces at the same period. There, as in 
nearly all parts of our Bhenish provinces, the prosperity is 
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cheering; handsome new houses are springing ap in the 
city, and roads are repairing which hare been forsaken ever 
since the seventeenth ceDtory, and were only to be traced 
by the garden walls. On the other bank of the river, 
cottage after cottage is built on the rock against the face of 
the magnificent hill ; so rich is the countiy becoming throogh 
the increased consumption of its wines, which were formerly 
little esteemed, and now find a sale in all districts of the 
kingdom. The inhabitants are a liToIy and veiy Mendlj 
race. I have made myself qoite popular in this country ; I 
find myself received everywhere with the greatest kindness. 
One of our fellow-travellers in the diligence wonld not reugn 
the office of my cicerone Qie was a citizen) though some 
intelligent tutors at the Gymnaainm were wuting to act as 
my guides. On our journey home, an inhabitant of Treves 
said, " It was a blessing for Catholic Germany to have s 
Protestant government, so that the priests could not go on 
as they were doing in France." .... 

A letter came &om Ooethe during my absence ; an 
article that he has written for the next number of " Knnst 
nnd Altertbum," with a little accompanying note, in which 
he calls it the paaaionaU expression of his emotions in 
reading my book, which he imparts to the author, because 
" snch a work may have the happiest effects in VininiTig 
and confirming our faith in truth and simplicity." 
Such words are worth much to me, and to yoa also, dear 
Dora. .... 

[The following is the article referred to by Niebuhr.] 



KIEBUHR'S BOHAK HI3T0&T. 

It may appear presmnptnons if I venture to state, that I 
have read this important work through, from beginning to 
end, in a few days, evenings, and nights, and have a second 
time derived the greatest advantage firom it. But this 
assertion of mine will be explfuned, and receive some credit, 
when I say, at the same time, that I had already devoted the 
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greatest attention to the first editioD, and bad sought to 
make mj^self master of the facts, no less than of the method 
of the work. 

When we witness the want of true criticism in so many 
departments of learning, even in this enlightened centuiy, 
we are rejoiced to have placed before our eyes a model which 
makes us comprehend what criticism really ia. And if the 
orator must aver with threefold emphasia, that the begin- 
ning, middle, and end of his art, is to give a fidse colour to 
all things, in this work, on the contrary, we perceive that 
the living, active love of truth has guided the writer through 
the labyrinth. He does not, properly speaking, take his 
stand on his own former assertions ; he rather turns the same 
mticism against himself which he had formerly employed 
against ancient authors, and thus wins a double triumph for 
truth. For this is her glorious nature, that wherever she 
may appear, she opens our eyes and heart, and gives ua 
courage to look round in the same manner on the fields in 
which we ourselves have to work, and to draw in the reviving 
breath of renewed faith. 

I honestly confess that many details may have escaped 
me in my hasty perusal, but I foresee that the high import 
of the whole will ever unfold itself before me with deeper 
significance. 

Meanwhile, I have drawn from its perusal refreshment 
and encouragement. On the one hand, I can once more 
take genuine delight in every honest endeavour, and, on the 
other, while I do not exactly suffer myself to be irritated by 
the reigning errors and misapprehensions in science, parti- 
cularly the logical development of false premises, and the 
distortion of truth by covert lallacies, yet I can make war 
with a certain indignation on every species of obscurantism, 
which unhappily changes its mask with the peculiar charac- 
teristic of each individual, and diligently conceals with its 
manifold veils the pure ray of light, and the fertility of 
truth, even from healthy eyes. 

The above has been lying aince the 8th of February 
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among many other unfinished papers; no oae conld be 
made of it, for it does not, properly speaking, say anytlking 
about the book which called forth this burst of feeling ; it 
only expresses with passionate force the condition of my 
heart and mind at that moment. Yet I now resolve, as I 
am about to send a little gift on my own part to the 
esteemed author of that work, to communicate to bim a 
copy of it, in confidence, for it may be of consequence to 
him to see what effect hie peculiar labours have on the 
general mind ; the noblest effect, that while they impart 
knowledge, they also ktodle and confirm our faith in truth 
and simplicity. 
WdMAB, Uk April, 1827. 

This sheet was meant to accompany the last number of 
"Kunst und Alterthom," but as the completion of that 
number has been delayed, it shall serre as its forerunner, 
and recommend me to your continued kind remembrance. 
With faithful sympathy, 

Goethe. 
•WEOtAt^lM April, im. 



CCCL. 
TO 8AV10NT. 

Boinr, 2Bf& April, 1S27. 

.... Instead of myself you shall at all events have 

my work Now that so long a time has elapsed 

since the book saw the light, I cannot write about it with 
the same warmth as on its first appearance ; the charm 
of novelty goes far even with what proceeds from our 
own hand, and we grow indifferent to die children of our 
mind, however dear to us, when we have emancipated 
them, and dismissed them from the parental home. Let it, 
therefore, speak for itself ; you will come forward to meet it 
with kindness. A more affectionate reception my writings 
on Roman history cannot find in my own family than frtim 
you; there is only one thing which I fear with you, that 
your affection may cause yon to regret that the imperfect 
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work, which will be dearer to joa from its origin in, and 
connexion with, that period in the life of both of us to which 
no other can ever approach, has been dsstroyed to make way 
for a more perfect production. It is possible that your 
tenderness for the work, which took its rise onder the 
animating inflaence of your CriendBhip, and the instruction 
I derived from your couTersation, when my indolence and 
want of literary skill would have for ever prevented my 
acquiring it from hooks, may have made you too indulgent 
to its defects, and given you a distaste to what aunouncea 
itself as an improvement. I know this sort of affection 
which loves its object just as much in its relations and 
bearings as in itself; which deems the indistinct aspirations 
of youth towards something higher than we can perhaps ever 
attain, dearer than the proportion which a riper age main- 
tains between its powers and ita aims : the new St. Paul's 
may be much more beautiful, and yet I may look upon the 
old structure with regret in spite of all its faults. I trust, 
however, you will beUeve that I could not help forming a 
different judgment, and not suffer regret to mingle with 
the conviction which you have doubtless formed, that the 
contents of the book have gained immensely in value ; that 
its principles are now immoveably fixed for all ages. I do 
not hesitate to say, that the discovery of no ancient historian 
eould have taught the world so much as my work ; and that 
all that may come to light hereafter from ancient and un- 
corrupted sources, wiU only tend to confirm or develope the 
principles I have advanced. This is the case with Dion 
Cas^us, of whom I have discovered that he has copied the 
earlier history directly from Fabius. How happy it would 
make me for you to read my book on the ruins of Rome, if 
your health and spirits allow you to do so. 

The revision of this volume has occupied me unremittingly 
for more than a year, nearly all of which I have passed in 
better spirits than I could ever have believed would fall to 
my tot since my youth was over, and that, even in times of 
intense happiness, was not strictiy speaking cheerful. And 
as my wife enjoyed very tolerable health during the last 
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summer and the beginning of the winter, we have passed a 
very happy period, aomething hke that which I enjoyed in 
1810 and 1811 

You will have heard of the edition of the Byzantine 
historians, which I am saperintendiag. It is a great delight 
to me to he able thus to infuse some life into our bterary 
doings ; to give employment to young philologists ; to ^ve 
ezt«QHion, actiTity, and perfection to typography; to conthbole 
my mite to the increase of general prosperity 

When shall we meet again, my dear, dear Mend ? I 
supphcate Heaven that you may he as completely regene- 
rated after a year's sojonm in Italy, as I was ; meanwhile, 
when you return to this wde of the Alps, you must spare 
yourself, and allow yourself recreation. To spare yourself, 
it will be necessary for yon to take long holidays ; and yon 
will best find recreation with the friend who is the nearest 
to you in all higher points of view, as you are to him. So, 
in 1828, you must spend more than a few passing days 
with us. 

I conjure you, as I have done for yeftrs, to tear yourself 
from all disturbing and irritating circumstances. I could 
fain entreat you to remove to our university, but in that case 
tell me beforehand, that I may purchase houses, since the 
price of students' apartments would certainly rise 80 per 
cent. Or cast away all the burdens of official obligation, 
and settle among us, and deliver public lectures as I do, and 
then we shall both forget that we have grown older since 
1810. If my wife were here, she would unite her entreaties 
to mine, as well as her greetings to you and yours. I 
embrace you with tenderness, my beloved friend. God 
grant that you may soon recover completely, and that we 
may meet again. 

Your old NiEBiJBB. 
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TO UAI1A3IE HENSLEB. 

lK/«(y, 1S2T. 

In the second volume, the first half has been revised, and 
the period np to the decemyiral le^slation is entirely new. 
I have no lack of materials ; indeed it is one of my finest 
achievements, that from the notices relating to these forty 
years, I have brought out a history worthy of full reliance, 
although it deviates essentially from the statements of our 
historians. But I have now quite lost the state of feeling in 
which I wrote the first volume, — the collectedness and quiet 
in which you can take a vivid survey of the result of your 
meditations, and adapt your mode of representation to it. 
May it return ! I have often lost and recovered this power; 
but at my age it will not do for me to be too long without 
it. I have lost, too, this summer that feeling of happiness 
and contentment, which gave me last year such a thorough 
enjoyment of life, as I had never hoped to regain. There 
are several external circumstances to trouble me. In the 
first place Gretchen's health 

A very intelligent Englishman, who visited me a few 
weeks ago, looked forward to a veiy gloomy future for his 
country. There is a fearful and ever-widening gulf between 
the wealthy and the indigent classes ; they are two hostile 
nations ; poor Ireland is indeed a nation by herself, and her 
Bufferings such as perhaps never can be remedied. 

There is certainly great prosperity here, and were the 
government what it ought to be, our State would be rich in 
blessings. Wherever you look, yon see increasing comfort, 
and active enterprise crowned with success. The advantages 
of belonging to a great State are innumerable; what a 
contrast to our condition is presented by the misery in 
Nassau, Darmstadt, Rhenish Bavaria! The people see 
clearly, and they say it too in the district of Mayence, that 
in small States representative forms have no effect but to 
increase expense. In those parts the people actually refuse 
to elect members. 
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One book cont^ning mach nonsense, bnt many correct 
Btatements of fact, is Sidon's Letters on North America. 
If there are any who have not yet foi^otten the j^Kiliiiah 
hopes, which some years ago provoked many even to inso- 
lence towards the more experienced, let them read in this 
book, from the pen of a man who foncies himself describing 
an enviable condition of society, the barbarism prevailing in 
the United States. It also presents a vivid picture of the 
Germans in North America. 

Have you the new edition of Goethe ? The Helena will 
leave a painful impression on your mind as on mine. How 
could Goethe hatch snch a thing ? But among the smaller 
poems, which have never appeared before, to my knowledge, 
there are some very charming verses ; there are also some 
songs written in his golden youth, and printed now for the 
first time, or revived after having long slumbered in oblirion, 
for instance, the Wanderer's Storm Song 



TO SAVIQNT. 

BoxH, UI& 

.... During this interval, in which I have been inca- 
pable of nobler tasks, I have occupied myself with saperin- 
tending a new edition of the Byzantine authors. Nothing 
can seem a madder enterprise than to announce the under- 
taking of a new edition of this Ubrary of writings, when I 
am midway in the execution of the Roman History, the 
bnsinesB of my life ; but here, too, fortune has waited upon 
valour. Volunteers are coming forward on every side, to 
range themselves under my banner, and take the parts that 
I shall assign to them. The greatest readiness is evinced 
to aid me with communications ; and in particular from 
Holland and France I have received presents of transcripts, 
&c., which are sent to me with expressions of cordiali^ that 
I am not ashamed to call touching. I have myself corrected 
the text of Agathias ; several are undertaking to revise 
authors ; transcripts of inedita, collations, come to me from 
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all quarters : fervet opus ; the activity ia splendid. It has 
Iiitlierto occasioned me an enormous 'amount of work, by 
bringing me into correspondence vHh men in all parts of the 
world. The most difficult part by far, nay, all the difficul' 
ties, except a few of little importance, are overcome, and I 
am now once more devoted to my History. Is it not a great 
thing that a publisher and a philologist should be able to 
accomplish, in six years from hence at farthest, a work thai 
was but porfdally carried out in sixty years, under the 
auspices and with the munificent aid of Louis XTV. ? But 
as to the practicability of the scheme, thereby hangs a tale 
which is not altogether a snbject of satiiB&ction. You must 
know, there is now springing np in Germany a class who 
buy great books without intending to read them. For a 
long time, we were too honest to do this ; and hence, after 
the devil, in God's service, had put an end to the convents, 
which formerly used to bay ponderous works, and lay them 
on their shelves, to lead a useless existence like those monks 
themselves — ^works of thia magnitade could not be disposed 
of. At present, new books, which are only bought by readers, 
meet with ill success, except Scottiana and Claureniana. 
Collections, on the contrary, are sore of purchasers. The 
petite mailreBBe buys the complete works of Van-der-Velde, 
&c., the rich man, my Byzantine Historians, &c. 

The Museum has been parted in two ; Brandis and I have 
kept the philological part alone. If you have anything to 
communicate, send it to ns, even if it should belong to the 
province of jurisprudence. Between us it is almost ludicrous 
to mention the fee, two Friedrichs-d'or. 

Your old NiEBCHB. 

CCCUIL 
TO KADAUB HEN8LBR. 

Bosn, iA NMtBiUr, 182T. 
Since I last wrote to you, dear Dora, some time has 
passed, like the summer, in a whirl of bustle through the 
visits of travellers ; it seems to have come to an end now, at 
least' for the present. .... 
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I beg yoo will let me know of all the passages which yoa 
and Twesten have marked as wantdzig in clearness of concep- 
tion or style ; it will be a real service. On one acconnt I 
am sorry that the new edition is appearing so early ; the 
English translation will be injured by it. I have received 
nine proof sheets of this ; and it is more saccessfbl than I 
could ever have ventured to hope for. It is all that X cotdd 
wish : the apprehension and the reprodnction of my meaning 
are alike vivid : nothing has been sacrificed to the language 
and national taste ; every shade of the German thought has 
been preserved, without violating the English language. 
The outward drees is very handsome ; this is an honour 
accorded to the work by the University of Cambridge. I 
am assured on all sides that it will bs well received ; noi a 
few copies of the German edition have been sold in En^and, 
and the work has also made some political sensaticm 



CCCUT. 

Bom, Sad Awnkr, 1S37. 
I must see how I get through the winter. The printii^ 
of the new edition of my first volume is proceeding rapidly : 
the emendations affect no main points, althon^ they are 
not unimportant ; still they involve labour and meditation ; 
and ctorecting the press takes up a good deal of time. I 
have, besides, to correct the press for the edition of Agathias 
which I have prepared myself. It is my intention to have 
the printing of the second volume finished before setting out 
on our journey, bat I am sorry to say, I have not yet 
advanced Ur enough with the manuscript to feel sure that 
I shall be able to accomplish this. Unfortunately, the 
period up to the Decemvirate was the most difficult portion 
of the whole work, and I had not thought this out before- 
hand in my own head, as I had the fundamental institutionB 
of the State. I have at last made it perfectly clear to 
myself, but the style is still languid and dry. This list, 
however, by no means includes all the tasks to the execation 
of which I am either pledged, or challenged in such a way 
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that I ciinnot decline Uiem ; not to speak of the lectures, 
which seldom require more than a preliminary meditation, 
and arrangement of my topics. I long for the holidays of 
next summer, which, however, I shall not be able to spend 
quite in idleness. I promised Bekker to revise Polybiua 
with him, sooner or later. Now I cannot pnt this off any 
longer with propriety, since the Excerpts from the Vatican 
have appeared, and so I mean to devote to it my solitude at 
the Baths of Nenndor^ and a few hours in Hcdstein. Nest 
winter I hope to proceed with fresh vigour to the revision of 
the third volume, and afterwards to the continuation. 

Heaven grant that I may make at least some considerable 
advance towards the later periods, even if I do not reach the 
goal I have fixed for myself, before all youthM fire is quite 
extinguished in me, and the tranquillity is broken, in which 
we can now work ! The completion of the work is scarcely 
to be expected, thoagh from the fourth volume onwards, the 
labour will be incomparably less ; for but little research is 
required after that period, and I am so familiar with the 
events, that, except a very few corrections from memory, I 
could relate them aa if I had been an eye-witness. So that 
in this part of my work, the main thing will be, to secure a 
bright mood for the sake of the style. 

It is very improbable that the repose which we have now 
enjoyed in these western countries for the last twelve years 
will be long preserved to us. It is evident that a breach 
has been made in the wall of the edifice ; how long its fall 
-will be delayed depends upon accident. Wbo dare wish that 
ibis or that event should happen ? We have all, of course, 
rejoiced over the battle of Navarino; you in Holstein, as 
well as we in Bonn ; but it is the joy of revenge, for it has 
not alleviated past calamities. The opportunity of rescuing 
what was still left in the Morea has been lost, partly owing 
to Fharis^ scrupulosity, partly owing to Canning's delays 
on the score of the treaty. To us, who are in her neigh- 
bourhood, France is even more' interesting than to those at 
a distance. If the liberals had conquered in the elections, 
ihe choice would have lain between a violent comiter- 
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revolution, or a liberal ministry. I belicTe that the court could 
have carried the former throogh. Bat snch a victory would 
have been a very bad thing for Catholic districts like oars, 
where the clergy, eDCOunged by irrational partisans, are 
continaally advancing in their pretensions. On the other 
hand, a liberal administration would have still worse conse- 
qnences for us ; the journals were already talking about the 
" disgraceful limitation of France by boundaries which were 
not her natural ones." They all secretly cherish the idea ot 
breaking oat, and extending their sway to the Rhine ; and 
on this point, aristocrats and liberals would onite wiUin^y 
in the end. Bansen has arrived in Berlin, and writes that 
he shall begin his journey back to Borne by way of Bonn, 
about the middle of this month, Savigny's letters are very 
gloomy ; he is still suffering as much as ever. From another 
quarter I hear that his approbation of the Boman History is 
undiminished. 

The coarse of lectures that I am delivering this winter 
can attract none bat lovers of knowledge — or those who wish 
to be Buch. It is on Ancient Geography and Ethnography. 
Still, above eighty have inscribed their names, and I should 
think there are as many present. 



CCCLV. 

Bom, SOek I 

Gretchen's severe iUness has brou^t great commotion 
and afiUction into the whole household 

The unintelligible sentence that I sent yon a short time 
since about politics in France, means this : if the liberals 
carry the day, the French will forthwith overstep their 
frontiers ; and further, every coalition which may overthrow 
the Ministry, without adopting an entirely different political 
system, will also take this coarse, in order to appease the 
nation for leaving other things on their present footing. 
But if the priestiy party get the upper hand uncontrolled, 
which would be quite the most probable result of Vill^le's 
fall, the prevalent spirit will be that of the League, — that 
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which heralded in the Thirty Years' War, a spirit which is 
now cherished and promoted hy many Catholics. 

The irrational precipitation of the French priests may, 
perhaps, spoil their ,game ; it has already alienated from 
them the higher ranks, who were long favourahle to their 
cause ; the middle classes are almost entirely against them ; 
in many provinces a great portion of the common people 
also : bnt in others, indeed in many, they completely sway 
the multitude. For this very reason, many of the nobility 
regard them as democratic, in fact, Jacobinical; and not 
unjustly. 

It is the most senseless proceeding in the world, to aim at 
Vill^le's overthrow, since the King, if he changes the Ministry, 
will throw himself quite into the hands of the priests. Some 
individuals among the liberals perceive this, as did one who 
was here a few months ago ; but in general the French party- 
men are incurably irralionaL 

Farewell, dearest Dora. G-retchen and the children send 
their love to you. 

CCCLVL 

BoHB, 14Cl Uani, 18281 

.... I do not know what to think of the Ei^ Nothing 
hardly can be saved, and they will fight among themselves 
for the possession of the soil. Woe to those who did nothing 
in 1821 ! I abhor those who defend and justify the Turks, 
and yet I tremble at the consequences of the war. There 
are periods in which something much better than happiness 
and security of life is attainable, but I fear that is not the 
case in our present age. England's rapidly accelerating 
decline is a very remarkable and moumM phenomenon ; it 
is a mortal sickness for which there is no remedy. I liken 
the English of the present day to the Bomans of the third 
century after Christ. The course of things in France is 
quite contrary to my expectations. It is possible that the 
Left may create disturbances again, if the new elections 
render them independent of that fraction of the Bight led 
by Agier ; bat it is also possible that new parties may be 



:,..dtyG00l^lc 



S78 UGMOIR OF NIEBUHB. 

formed, bs was the case in England under the bouse of 
Hanover, whicb may really keep themselves within consti- 
tntional limits. If so, France will become conscious of her 
power, and woe then to poor, divided, decaying Germany t 

Portalis appeared to me a respectable man at Rome ; bat 
I should never have expected to see him a Minister of State. 
However, I sent him my sincere congratolations a short 
time ago; and a few days after, expressed to some other 
good &iends of mine, my regret at hia retirement from office. 

I have boaght lately, at auctions, the original edition 
of Woldemar (1779), and the Kunstgarten ; • it is veiy 
interesting to compare both with the later editions. Itoth 
has added an extraordinarily beautifol passage as an i^pendiz 
to the latest edition of the works, on the fruitlessness of the 
efforts of good men, where the evil principle has the upper 
hand. Further, it is very remarkable to see how Jacobi 
shared the optimist hopes so general in 1779 ; and to notice 
when he renounced them snbsequently, the turn which he 
gave to what he had said on the subject. 



cccLvn. 

Sosv,20A April, mS. 
I form no conjectures as to what may happen, — do not 
know whether the peace of Germany is immediately 
threatened or not : no one writes to me about such things, 
and I generally banish them almost wholly from my mind. 
But sooner or later, a war is impending over us in Germany, 
as surely aa over other countries ; — a war in which one 
cannot heartily espouse either side for the sake of an ides, 
but only so iar as it affects our own weal and woe, — a war 
whose issue must be in every way most lamentable. The 
caase of the unhappy Greeks, and the paradise which might 
have been redeemed from barbarism, is no longer in reality 
the question, since we have allowed them to be almost 
exterminated ; and new conquests for Russia are a moumiol 
business ! Woe to those who did not perceive seven years 

• Anotlier novd by JocobL 
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ago, and did not choose to perceiTe, that they ought to take 
advanti^e of the Emperor Alexander's yielding temper, to 
found a new Christian empire in the East, without extending 
seighbouring powers; who did cot see that such a State 
would be a much stronger bulwark against Russia than 
these miserable Torks ! As regards Frussiit, there is no 
fear that we shall incur the shame of drawing our sword 
for the Turks. 

I should hare many good hopes for France, if the election 
had not called such utterly irrationsl and extreme liberals 
into the position of leaders, that it must come to bending 
or breaking between the Throne and the Chambers. It iB 
sad that people always insist on extreme men, while fay far 
the greater number of those who exercise a vote would gain 
their real objects much better, by means of sensible people. 
Very few now seriously wish for anything essentially bad or 
dangerous — 4he case was quite different even so late as five 
or seven years ago, — but it is veiy easy to impel the majority 
of the Assembly to extremely senseless and alarming stepB, 
and this may provoke the Court to a eoup'd'itat. If they had 
suspended the constitution a year ago, they would have been 
playing a hazardous game, but it might have succeeded, had 
they acted consistently,— for instance, decidedly abolished 
the freedom of the press. There would have been no 
danger unless a regiment rebelled, and that was highly 
improbable. Now, the experiment would be incomparably 
more hazardous, and yet the extravagancies of the liberals 
may cause it to be tried, though very few of them desire a 
revolution. 

Hare I then really forgotten to tell you that I agreed vrifh 
one of the booksellers here, a year ago, to collect my minor 
writings ? I am glad that you approve of it. The political 
pamphlets will be excluded ; they may be revived again after 
my death : also the polemical, which need not be preserved 
at alL One must be able to contend upon occasion, but 
controversy should evaporate like a spoken word. It is 
thus with the orators in free states, it should be thus in the 
republic of letters. Neither shall the review of Heeren be 
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reprinted. Have I told you then, that I have received 
copies of the EngliB^ traoslatioQ of the History ? It is not 
absolntely free from faults; with req>ect to whicli, it is 
singular that they do not occur in really difficult passageE, 
but in perfectly clear ones, so that they can only hare ariseo 
from inattention : but these are trifles ; on the whole the 
work is masterly, and a perfectly genuine representation of 
the original. Then, too, it has such a beautiful exterior. 
The language is changing ; many egressions in this trans- 
lation, and in other examples of the higher literatnre, are 
quite new and unprecedented. 

The English pay so much attention now to the literature 
of the continent, that two rival Foreign Reviews appear at 
once, and compete with each other. In one of them there is 
a review of my History, as friendly, but not as discerning as X 
could wish. Were my old affection for England unchanged, 
it would give me intense pleasure to stand in such hi^ 
estimation there. My principles, which I announce with the 
most absolute conviction of their truth, are adopted there 
without reservation, and will take root too firmly to be 
extirpated. But my heart has become estranged from 
England ; the period of her glory has passed away ; and the 
shamelessnesB with which not alone the Ministry, bat the 
nation side with the Turks, the unscrupulous practice of 
usury, and the exclusive idolatry of gain, disgust me ; and 
the whole moral condition of the nation is degenerating, 
though to a great extent, this is as much its misfortune as 
its fault. I could Coin be younger that I might witness the 
issue of many things : for instance, with regard to En^and, 
whither it will lead, that year by year so many thousands d' 
starving Irish come over, and augment the number of paupers, 
and that the middle class, between wealth and abject poverty, 
is becoming quite extinct. 

Yesterday I finished the correction of the third edition. 
It has received an extension of forty pages, through the 
addition of a number of results and corroborative £m^ 
scattered over the whole : I have taken pains also to remove 
whatever instances I found of obscurity or ambiguity. As 
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ihis is Qow certainly the last reTisioQ to which reference can 
be made in the second volume, and aa 1000 copies have 
again been printed, I am certain of five years' rest from it. 
There is to be a larger impression of the second volame, the 
editing of vhich will occupy me during the winter. God 
grant that I may be able to work at it with a cheerful mind ! 
With the Byzantines I shall really have no more trouble by 
that time ; I am upon the point of finishing the last piece of 
work connected with them that falls to my share, — it is, I 
think, a successful attempt. Henceforward, I shall merely 
have to distribute the parte ; I reckon much on Marcus's 
tutor, Classen, who is daily becoming more attached to as, 
and is a genaine disciple after my own heart 



TO MAn*\ni! NIEBUHR. 

NnmDORr, eth Jtme, 182S. 

Yon may be perfectly easy about me ; the intolerable 
dulness of the existence here involves no dangers, tliongh it 
really exceeds all conception. The background of my 
thoughts is the separation from you, and that is in itself 
enough to drive such a social being as myself to desjutir. I 
already know every path in the promenades and wood, and 
every road in the ueigbboorhood. I am incapable of 
reflection and study, and promise you not to attempt it. It 
is quite too great an exertion even to read Behberg's 
writings, which mostly treat of speculative philosophy. It 
has come to this with me, that I have sent for a novel by 
Cooper, the American Walter Scott — {N,B. — Translated!) 
— ^from the circulating library, in the so-called bookseller's 
shop here. 

Behberg's collected writings incontestably belong to the 
most important works in our language. The composition of 
this volume, — the weaving of minor essays and papers of a 
philosophical description, in the narrow and wider sense of 
the word, into an account of his views and external relations, 
during the period in Germany np to 1804 (the period of his 
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yoath), is a moet origmal and happy idea, and it is executed 
in a masterly etyle. Tbe perspicuity and accoracy vith. 
whicli be describea the connecting and mediating parties is 
particularly admirable. This will form an introduction to 
many portions that viU find their place in the succeeding 
Toliunea. Our respective paths are quite divergent ; he is as 
essentially speculative, as I am contemplative and indi- 
vidualisLDg; over many speculations of most brilliant acute- 
oess, I can only smile as tbe most unimportant things in tbe 
Torld ; still, tbank God, I can admire what it is not permitted 
me to do. His historical surveys do not correspond to tbe 
truth, and contain as many errors as principles. Our 
judgment of Diderot is equally dissimilar; the strictly 
poetical element is also, I fiuicy, a foreign region to him. I 
should care almost more to know him personally and discuss 
matters with him, than to know Goethe 



HnmMBV, M<mdat, 16li /wm, 1S28. 

Since Friday the weather has changed. Pertz and 
Hartmann came to call on me ; and after they bad continued 
their journey at six o'clock in tbe evening, I could not make 
up my mind to come in from tbe open air, it was so heavenly. 
Not a breath was stirring, and there was not a trace of 
clouds in tbe whole expanse of sky ; but tbe air was laden 
with tbe aromatic perfume of tbe white acacia and wild 
jessamine. The honeysuckle is out of bloom. It was the 
6rst gala Sunday, tbe first day on which there was dancing. 
I wandered about in the avenues, turned into the ball-room 
from time to time, and then took more distant field-paths ; I 
could not resolve to go in till the sun had set for the third 
time in a purple glow. Then I wanted to begin a letter to 
you, my beloved Gretchen ; but I was too weary, and soon 
comforted myself with the reflection that to-day, before 
post-time, I should have taken thirteen of my baths 1 

I can give yon a very good account of myself. Pertz 
found me yesterday much altered for tilia better during the 
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week Uiat has elapsed. The day before yesterday, I found 
and plucked the first beautiful forget-me-nots; I wanted 
to Bend them yon to-day, but they are not dry enough 
yet. .... 

CCCLI. 

CoFUiHAaBH, ISA Jtiy, 169A. 

We arrived here yesterday, after as good a passage as 
possible, my dear wife. Forchhammer and Michelsen were 
at the landing-place, and helped in the dildcultieB of 
disembarkation, getting ou shore, &c 

The empty harbour, the deserted Holm, made a painful 
impres^on on me ; Marcus compared the eagerness of the 
porters who seized npon the luggage, with Naples, and 
certainly, the urgency of the beggars reminds you of the 
worst scenes of the kind in Italy. On the other band, the 
cutting wind here makes yon feel that you are in an Arctic 
climate ; one perceives a great difference even in comparing 
it with Kiel ; you would fancy Copenhagen as much north 
of Kiel, as Kiel is in fact, and sensibly, north of Bonn. The 
eastern part of the city is so still, that it reminds me of t^e 
fidry tale where the people are all spell-bound to one point 
for ages. From the Zollbude to the Neumarkt, eveiything 
looks exactly as if I had only left it yesterday, only gone to 
decay a little here and there. ChristJansburg, on the con- 
trary, far exceeds my expectation. The Frauen-Kirche, 
too, which has been restored, looks better than I had 
supposed it would. The parts left uninjured in the northern 
and western parts of the city, have, I think improved in 
appearance. 

Schimmelmann Is at Seelust, and they say at his house, 
that he will be sure to be found there to-morrow, so I 
shall go there, if I receive no express message to the 
contrary. .... 

Later. I went to Seelust on Sunday. Schimmelmann is 
quite infirm with age, and the warmth of his heart seema 
to be extinguished as well as the light of his intellect.* He 

* He wiB at this tiina «ig))t7-on« jean of ^r He had, morMTsr, nev«r 
quite foif^Tm Hiebuhr for sxchtn^ng tha Daniah for the PtumUq Mrrise. 
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seems, too, only to retain old circuiiistances in liis memoiy, 
and althouglL he knows the positions which I have occupied, 
to look npon me still as his old dependant. He knew 
nothing of my Roman History, though I had sent him a 
copy of my first edition, which proves how much his memory 
has suffered. 

Most of those whom I meet here, are very cordial and 
kind. I think I never spoke Danish so well, and I am still 
received as a fellow-countryman everywhere- 



"With this, you will receive your copy of my Minor 
Writings, dear Savigny ! 

I hear on all sides the most cheering accounts of your 
health. Thank God I I am not one to doubt what I 
earnestly wish for, because I am absolutely nnable to con- 
ceive the possibility of homceopathy. If I were told you had 
been cured by an amulet, I should not fret myself about the 
danger of superstition, but thank God that you had reco- 
vered by whatever means. Amdt will have told yon aboat 
us. So far, my wife has been tolerably well ; my complaint 
has returned, but is bearable. I sit at my writing, but it 
does not flow yet. Is my day gone by ? or will my intellect 
brighten again ? Our life gets more and more secluded and 
quiet, as the people come to see that I am really in earnest 
in retiring from the great world, and can no longer either 
help or injure them. I am, however, perfectly contented 
with the idea of living here, and I hope to remain faith&l to 
the wisdom 1 have earned, and to take life easily. I hear, to 
my great joy, that you are doing so to, and are writing. 
The Leipsic Catalogue confirms what I had already heard, 
that a new edition of your " Vocation,"* with additions, has 
appeared. What do you say to Hehberg's writings? Is not 
the framework which fastens the whole together, a master- 

* "Tha Toottioa of our Age for LegUlfttion and Juruprudence."' 
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piece ? I am lectuiiiig on Roman History ; this time, my 
lectures do not consist of analyses and researches, but 
results, and sound as if an ancient author had been disco- 
vered, whose writings yielded precisely all that I wanted to 
bring forward. I hope to bring the History qoite to a cod- 
dusiott. If I shonld ever see you, I hope to hear from you 
that you have received my new editions as favourably as the 
first bold attempt. 

Farewell, my dearest friend, my wife and I send our 
hearty love to you and yours. 

Your NiEBUHR. 

In England, the first edition of the translation, consisting 
of a thousand copies, is already out of print, and my trans- 
lators are about to translate my third edition. In England, 
my results trinmph without opposition. 



CCCLXll. 
TO MADAMB HENSLER. 

Bond, JatMttrf, lS2ff. 

.... In Holstein, too, I have often been vexed when 
whatever the government did was censored. The people 
have no filial piet^ and no fatherland. The true citizen 
loves his countiy so well, that he cannot revile, or scoff at 
those who are at the helm of affEurs, even when they guide 
it unskilfully — bo well, that even if those with whom he is 
at enmity come into power, he is reconciled to them by the 
(act of their standing in so close a relation with the State 
which is sacred to him, and being in some measure identified 
with it. 

I expect to conclude the revision of the second volume 
within the next few days ; the printing will begin in about 
three weeks. This volume will be necessarily very dry; 
the third quite the opposite. I wonder if it will have a 
good sale. A very large number of works are stopped 
because they do not sell. Behberg's publisher will not con- 
tinue the printing of his works. I have been requested to 
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write a review of them, bnt cannot do bo withont expresrang 
my disapprobatioQ of his rancorons speeches about Goethe ; 
and also of his having tbongbt it sufficient reparation to 
insert in his preface an apology for his former attacks npon 
Pmssia, while be allows writings to be reprinted " contain- 
ing what" be " would not write now." If be will consent 
to this, I shall joyfnlly recognise their many excellences. 
But it is very lamentable that authors of whom we ought to 
be proud should be thus neglected. 

In these last few days I have been reminded very forcibly 
how much beautiful poetry came out thirty years ago or 
more (particularly the poems of Vobs and Stolber^, of 
which we hear no more now, — ^which, is, indeed, quite 
forgotten 

CCCLZHL 

Bom, 12A FOnutry, 1829. 

.... The passages in my Histoiy, referring to the Irish 
Catbdics, have made me to some extent a political authority 
in England, and I am quoted with favour or bitterness, but 
for the most part with favour. On this account I have been 
requested by a member of parliament to write my opinions 
on the subject. Formerly, I should have responded to the 
request with eagerness, but my old love for En^and is very 
much cooled. Personally, I have no reason to feel estranged 
from the nation ; from none do I receive so many proofs of 
esteem, — sometimes of a very odd kind. 

The contract for the purchase of the house was signed 
the day before yesterday. It is a great disadvantage for us 
that the severity of the winter will hinder its completion ; 
still the main building will be quite habitable by the middle 
of May 
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OCCLXIV. 

BoNH, 26A April, 1S2B. 

In the house which we are aboat to leave, I haves pent 
more happy daja than had been awarded to me for many 
years ; just at present I feel rather depressed.* If I could 
make up my mind to leave Gretchen and the ohildren for 
some months, and to spend bo much money upon myseli^ 
ft journey to London or Paris would afford me the refresh- 
ment I need 

[Our new boose] is really such a pleasant and comfortable 
dwelling that it leaves nothing to wish for 

Under other circumstances I should set about the change 
in excellent spirits. I hope that it will deceive the Fata 
which seems to have decreed that I shall never live mora 
than seven years in one place. I have often remembered 
with a heavy heart, that in August I shall have passed six 
years here already. A summons to Berlin has been long out 
of the question 

Bead by all means Qoethe's Correspondence with Schiller. 
In the third part, you will again find some of the most pleasing 
passages that have ever proceeded from Goethe's pen, and 
which show his personal character in as fur a light as one 
could wish. More of this hereafter. The contrast between 
him and Herder is very remarkable, as well ae his indigna- 
tion at the latter for never taking hearty pleasure in anything, 
but always trying to limit and modify his praises, that they 
might not be joy£iL Nothing is easier than to do this, and 
to show that even the production in question is not faultless; 
he who rejoices in it knows this too ; Goethe knew it too, 
where Herder's superciliousness stepped forth with such a 
vrise ail. But he also knew, that without the joyful satis- 
fJEicUon which lets well alone, wo should have a miserable 
existence in this world. Such passages alone would make 
this letter a jewel to me. 

* The flnt p&rt of the latter ^tm an account of Hadams I^buhr*! 
dangeroua illnaei. 
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Bon, UA Jme, 1829. 

Yoa have probably seen in the newspapers that my Ei^tbh 
translators have been defending me against an attack in the 
" Qaarterly Review." I have received some copies of their 
article, and will send yoa tme when I have an opportunity. 
A certain Dr. GraoTille had mentioned in his Travels to 
St. Fetersburgh by way of Berlin, that I had remodelled 
my book into an entirely new work, adding, that a decisive 
influence on the rebellions disposition of the stndents was 
attribnted to my earlier work. It is extremely likely that 
this was suggested to him by H. C. The *' Quarterly Review " 
has taken this up, and accompanied it with a note, in 
which it pronounces it a crime, that clergymen of the 
Church of England should have translated a book containing 
the most disgusting scoffs at rehgion that have been written 
since Voltaire's time ; they ought at least to have appended 
remarks in refutation. But, perhaps, they thought it unne- 
cessary, because it must be allowed that my 8C0& were " lu 
duUtu pert." Upon this, they have been obliged toanswerfor 
themselves, since their prospects of patronage and promotion 
in the Church were endangered, as I foresaw would be the 
case ; for it makes the Anglican hypocrites fiirioas, that the 
historical character of the Jewish history should be con- 
templated in its true light. The defence is written in a 
most affectionate spirit as regards myself, and for the sake 
of this affection, you will pardon the prolixity which other 
readers will set down to my account, as well as to that of the 
English writers. Further, with many readers, their extreme 
veneration will inevitably produce a reaction. 

I eqjoy uninterrupted health, but am not in an energetic 
state of mind, and It is with great toil that I have dragged 
myself through the second volume so for that I can now see 
land, and look forward to the printing. 

Let me recommend a book to you, dear Dora, if you have 
not yet read it, which I pronounce excellent ; Ranke's 
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Hiatoiy of tlie Servian BeTolntion. There is no other 
historical work in our Ittnguage, in which the materials 
obtained from oral accounts are bo satisfactorily and lomi- 
noasly treated : the events take place — it is not the author 
who relates, and we give him our unconditional credence. 
Banke has given himself such elaborate mental cultivation, 
that he is certain to remain an excellent writer. Count 
Platen's " Bomautischer (Edipus," I should rank far below 
the " Yerh&ngDissvoUe Gabel," even if the passages, written 
in a spirit of animosity to Berlin, did not extend themselves 
to the whole of Prussia, and if they had been expiated by 
apology, as they have been with regard to Berlin itself. 
Still there are some clever things in it. If you happen to 
meet with Travels in the United States, by Duden (printed 
at Elberfeldt), do not forget to read it ; it is the best and 
most instructive book of the kind. What he says of the 
Germans there, and of the evil conseqaences of their per- 
sisting in a barbarous separation from English culture, may 
remind you of what I have said, when I was with you, on 
this subject. I think you did not perceive that I was right, 
but were not angry with me for my opinion, as has often 
been the case in other instances. 

You must read Bonrrienne's Memoirs when yon can get 
them. I look at things of this kind now more particularly 
on account of my lectures ; * they excite imdimiuished 
interest, and my lectare-room is crowded to suffocation. I 
have dwelt long in exhibiting the development of the varioos 
events of the eighteenth century, and the condition of 
Europe before the Revolution. The first five lectures were 
attended by a French ecclesiastic, a tutor of the Duke of 
Bordeaux, who is perfectiy acquainted with German, and, to 
all appearance, is travelling as an emissary of the priestly 
party. There may be some more birds of this feather ; but 
no one shall be able to lay anything to my charge, unless he 
puts forth downright Hes and fabrications. The aspect of 
the political world is very threatening : the appearance of 
the Emperor at Berlin reminds one alarmingly of 1805. 
* The lecture* on the IVench Hevolutiun. 
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Else, on the whole, tMngs look much better now in Gerauny 
than they did eome years ago. An immense change has 
taken place in the feeling towards Fmssia ; not, indeed, in 
Hanover, bnt in the whole of Soothem and Central Germany ; 
in Saxony, likewise, to an incredible extent. The Zollverein 
with Darmstadt has begun ; the treaties with Sonth Qemumy 
will complete it. 

OCCLXVL 

BoMK, soa/wutisss. 

Torrents of foreigners are pouring along our liver hi^- 
way, but happily very few come near me ; a reputation for 
inaccessibihly protects me. Professor Wunder from Grimma 
has arrived to-day, and will spend the evening with ns. 
We had lately an agreeable visitor in a certain Chevalier 
Andraym, Spanish Ambassador at Brussels, a firank and 
intelligent man, whose conversation afforded, what is to me 
about the greatest attraction with strangers, information 
about public events, bearing the umnistakeable stamp of 
accuracy. It had an extraordinary effect, to hear a Spaniard 
relating with indignation anecdotes of the bigotry in BrabanL 
With us, this spirit only displays itself in inmgnificant 
instances as yet, but it certainly ought to be watched. As 
we hear, it manifests itself in Saxony in a really insane 
manner. Many Saxons are almost in despair about it, and 
people who have been hitherto my bitter enemies, ever 
since the Congress of Vienna, are now rather disposed to 
obtmde their complaints upon me. It is very remarkable 
how the perception is spreading, that the small States are 
an evil now ; great advantage might be taken of this to the 
promotion of the true welfare of Germany, but it will not be 
done. In these Rhenish provinces, the beneficial results 
which Darmstadt has experienced from its union with ns 
has produced a crisis. Far as we are &om perfection, our 
condition is in every respect undeniably superior to that 
of the neighbouring German countries ; all classes are 
full of activity and enterprise, and both town and coontry 
are flourishing. Foreigners, who are best able to learn the 
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real sentinients of the infaabitante, assure me, that ihej now 
find in general great contenbnent even here, where fonnerly 
the feeling of estrangement towards the new rulers was so 
strong. One must not, indeed, look too far forward into the 
future, for there is reason to fear that the immense manu- 
factnring population on the Lower fihine will also ex- 
perience their share of bad times, and when these have once 
come, no lasting remedy can be found. 

.... I send yon the " Vindication," * dear Dora, and at 
last a copy of the " Eleine Schriften"'f also, for yom!9elf, 
as well as for Twesten and Dahlmann. Have I told yon 
that this collection is prohibited in Austria ? On the other 
hand, I am assured that a larger number of copies have been 
ordered in France than of any learned German work before. 
However, a hostile review of my History has appeared there 
also. It will stand firmly enough nevertheless ; but the 
way in which people make use of it in Germany to fabricate 
apparently original works, is almost ridiculous. 

I should lead a very pleasant life, if my head were bri^ter, 
and Gretchen's state more encouraging. 



CCCLXVIl 

Bom, 6tA Sgiltmber. 
.... I confidently hope that your apprehensions about 
your fate in Holstein are groundless. Hanover is a pledge 
that England will scarcely involve herself in a war, — and a 
war, however successful, could bring no positive gain to her, 
although the nation in its universal uneasiness desires it. 
This is the general opinion in all the great money markets, 
and my own, which keeps me easy. So I hope we may be 
able to hobble on for some time longer, England cannot 
wish to involve Prussia in a war with France, because an 
attempt on the part of the latter to press forward to the 
Rhine, would break up the Netherlands, whose existence is 
universally considered by the English indispensable to their 

* " Tlndication of Niebnlir," by H*™ and nurlwdL 
t Uia own " Minor Writings." 
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interesta. That the French, and now, loore especially the 
so-called royalist party, harbour the idea of reconguering 
the Rhine frontier, is by no means doubtful to ns t« tAcM 
parts, nor yet a secret Even in this uniTerBity, there are 
persons well known to be in commanication with the priests 
in France, who are seeldiig to excite rebellion against the 
heretical goTemment ; attempts which would be simply 
laughable, if it were not for the unsatisfactory aspect of 
things in Belginm. It is not without an object that the 
Duke of Bordeaux ie learning German. We have no reason 
to complain of the liberals ; that is, of the native ones ; and 
altogether I am without fear, as the people see more clearly 
every day that they are very well off under the German 
goTemment, and contrast their prosperity and li^t burdens 
not only with the Netherlands, but also with France, where 
at present both agricultore and manufactures are in a verr 
bad state as compared with omtb. 

In about a week, I shall make an excurmon to Mayence, 
to visit an old Mend, General Von Carlowitz. This change 
is really necessary for me, and while I should have been 
obliged to consent to the journey in order not to hurt an old 
friend, I take it for my own pleasure also, as well as from 
the feeling that I could not do without it ; travelling always 
does me good. The world is going to sleep ; not that there 
is any lack of exciting occurrences, but they leave m^i 
passive ; the indifference and lethargy which have diffused 
themselves since I returned from Italy are shocking: I 
must make some effort not to be overcome by this universal 
somnolency. .... 

CCCLIVIU. 

BoKir, 2TA Sepiemba; 1S». 
.... Besides my good old friend General Von Carlowitz, 
there is also in Mayence one of my hearers, who is very much 
attached to me, and is now staying there in the house of his 
parents. There is always a class among the students who 
cannot do too much for their tutors, and they reward one for 
one's puns. To the Rhinelandeis and Cathohcs, what they 
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hear trom me is quite new : if they lay it to heart, one 
essential element of iheir real reoniou vith Germany, and 
reconciliation to Protestantism will be gained. For every- 
thing good most proceed from individnals in whom the right 
spirit has been awakened. The opposite party are working 
with might and main to widen the breach. The Catholic 
&ction in France are just as mnch bent npon the conquest 
of Belgium and the Rhenish proTinces, aa the Imperial part^. 
Towards the end of my lectures, induced by the complaints 
made by young Protestants of the attempts to stir up sedition 
among them, I publicly attacked this treasonable spirit, and 
pronounced a woe upon those who, instead of promoting 
the union of the German races, are actively endeavouring 
to make their differences a source of hatred and division ; 
I have exclaimed to them, " Get thee behind me, Satan ! " 
and thus put an end to hypocritical complaisance, and 
openly proclfumed hostilities ; but it would have been 
cowardice to have avoided it. Fearlessness makes a very 
good impression on the higher class of minds among the 
young Catholics. 

In spite of the miserable weather, there was never perhaps 
so much travelling on the Rhine as there has been this 
summer. At the end of the season, I had a visit from a 
Parisian litUrateur, a M. St. Hilaire, belonging to the 
romantic school, who take it for granted that we Germans are 
particularly delighted with their productions, and ought to 
be thankiul to them for having thrown off the old French 
classic style ; which is, however, impossible, since their per- 
formances turn out so extremely trivial, and they give up 
precisely that which constitutes the peculiar excellence of 
the French literature (wit and subtlety), to hunt after that 
for which neither they nor their language have any aptitude. 
Wisdom and modesty would lead us to rejoice in what another 
can do, without forthwith coveting to do the same thing 
ourselves ; it is moreover because a contrary course, or else 
a depreciation of foreign performances, is the most usual 
one, that an acquaintance with foreign literature does so 
much injury, and cripples talent. I say to the French, 
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*' oDce for all, yoo will never have a Qoethe, bat delight 
yourselves in him ; we shall never have a Yoltaire dot a 
Bdranger, but I take pleasnre in them ! " (do yoa know his 
for the most part seditious and sometimes wanton, but still 
genial " Chansons ? ") I hear that a foitliful translation of 
Othello (in Alexandrines indeed) is just going to be performed 
at the Th64tre Fran^ais. Now this is a good thing; — but 
my literary &iend means to bring a tragedy on the stage 
in which an angel appears to King Alphonso, and consoles 
him for the murder of a Jewish mistress, and that will be 
ridiculous. 

The older, really liberal, literati regard this school with 
very unfriendly feelings, for in politics it professes the liberal 
creed, but by its Bomanticism with respect to faith, places 
itself pretty much at the mercy of the Church. For the rest, 
it seems certain, that the priests do themselves infinite 
injury by their extravf^ant pretensions, and that the nomber 
of their opponents increases. According to St. HiUire's 
account, the appointment of the present unfortunate miniaby 
is explained by the report, that the clei^ refused the 
Eucharist to the King except on this condition. 

The peace will not be very fruitful in good results; 
infinite misery for the poor countries that were the seat <^ 
war, nnredeemed by any prospects of a brighter futoie. 
Still I am glad of it, because our provinces will be spared 
ihe sufferings of war for the present, which would not have 
led, in the long ruD,to anything better. When one is getting 
old, it is perhaps wisest to wish that outward things may 
remain, on the whole, as they are. 

One of the leaders of the English radicals has sent me a 
clever pamphlet written for the common people (price 3d.) in 
the fourth itereotype edition, the inflammatory tendency of 
which is shown still more by the vignette than the contents : 
a repulsively ugly woman, whose head-dress is composed of the 
crown and mitre combined, is feeding with a spoon a bloated 
child already deformed by over-feeding, while five starring 
And ragged children are standing below crying piteously for 
food, or sitting in sullen despair on the ground. This is in 
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truth a picture of society in England: God grant that it may 
not come to this with us also ! 

I recommend Bounienne's Memoirs warmly to yon, dear 
Dora, if I have not done so already. There you see 
Kapoleon as he was. The book is a Waterloo for his 
memory ; the liberal journals too are as still as mice about 
it. On the other hand, my lectures have led me again to 
speak still more directly of the immortal Mirabean ; I should 
like to raise a monument ^ him 



CCCLXIX. 

BoXH, 2D<i Acankr, 1829. 
The revision of the second volume is at last rapidly 
approaching its conclusion. I have been terribly slow over 
this Tolome ; the work was far more difficult than in the first, 
which related to general institutions, with the consideration 
of which I had often been able to occupy myself during my 
stay in Borne, where I was surrounded by objects calculated 
to throw light on them. The present volume treats of 
detached facts, with respect to which we have generally bnt 
very few external sources of correction ; and arbitmry insti- 
tutions, the traces of which are very scanty and indistinct. 
My time has not been spent in vain. I have freed the 
history from the year S60 (490 b. c.) onward, from all falsifi- 
cations, and in its restored state it will no longer be liable 
to suspicion or accusation ; there is not a single chasm left 
in the successive steps by which the constitution was 
developed ; in tact, I think that no single question which 
might be suggested by intelligent refiection remains un- 
answered. But this I have only been able to attain very 
gradually ; the most important points are the result of sudden 
flashes of light and divinations, with regard to which it often 
seriously crossed my mind, whether I had not been inspired 
by the spirits of the ancients, as a reward for my faithful 
efforts in behalf of their memory. But this I would on no 
account say to any Me but yourself; besides, I do not say It 
in earnest now. 
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I have separated tlie principal legends from the annals 
nrhicb had become aospicions tlirongli Uieir intennixtoie 
with these, have restored them to their proper shape, and 
recovered the pure oatline of the annals themselves. It is 
incredible how rich and uncormpted they are 



TO aAVIQNT. 

Bon, IM AlTMry, 1S30. 

Mt dear Fbiend, 

Yon will not require an accoont of the calamity 
which has befallen as. The history of the conflagration yon 
have learnt throi^h our Mends. The whole lies already 
like a frightful dream beyond my historical remembrance. 

You will know that the copy of the second volume, in which 
I had introduced a multitude of additions, was lost and has 
been recovered. This was a great consolation 1 The actual 
manuscript part, so &r as the book had been entirely 
remodelled, or received extensive additions, has indeed been 
saved, as well as the sketch of the third vcdume. One sheet 
has been found too of the manuscript that was ready feu: 
pre^ and should have been sent off the next day. It is the 
introduction and first chapter. I shall begin with all energy 
to restore the missing portions as soon as I have finished 
catalc^fuing the books that are saved, for the insurance 
offices to make their estimates. 

At first, my wife stood the shock of the misfortune, — of 
the fright and the severe cold to which she was exposed, 
half clothed, better than I had hoped. But afterwards the 
monmful task of looking over the articles we had saved, and 
which were in great part rendered useless, so affected her 
nerves and exhausted her strength, that the joyful feeling 
is now over, with which I had buoyed myself up for some 
months past, that her health was much better than nsual at 
this time of year. 

We have not 1(^ heart, my old friend. Our thonghts are 
fixed upon the rebuilding of what has been destroyed, with 
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enlargements and improvements, for the sake of which we 
look forward to the milder season with impatience. We 
hope to be able to add a third story, which would afford me 
winter rooma with the ami, and a view over the town towards 
the Krenzberg, and sideways towards the Siebengebirge. 

The Holwegs have treated us in the most affectionate 
manner. God reward them for it. We have eq>erienced 
many proofs of affection from all kinds of people ; from 
such as we know to he friends, and from many who were 
almost straogers to ns ; frx)m the towns-people too. The 
stndenta have done everything in their power, and richly 
rewarded my affection for them ; by dint of inconceivable 
«xertionB, they have saved almost the whole of my library, 
though they were not able to prevent its suffering great 
injury. All the books in which I had written collations and 
emendations of importance are safe. 

It is now my most ardent wish that we may be able to 
remove into our new house in the autumn, and remain in it 
rntmy years. I could not conceive a better lot for the whole 
of our life, and woold not ask for a happier life than that 
"which I have led here since my return from Berlin in 1825 ; 
particularly during the glorious aoathem climate we had 
here in the years 1835 and 1826. 

I have already told yon that the printing of the second 
part should have begun immediately. It had been delayed 
just at last, and the printing of this volume, which would 
have been thicker than the first, would not have been finished 
before the automn. I intended afterwards to take flight and 
visit Berlin, in order to see yoa, my dear friend, and the 
Crown Prince, and to convince the latter that it is not the 
long journey, nor yet caprice, that prevents my coming, but 
that I will not again be separated from my wife and children 
as I was that winter. Now, of course, the journey is out of 
Ihe question. But I regret being compelled to give it up all 
the more, because anything that thus excites and diverts 
the mind is such an extraordinary benefit and help, and my 
route would lie throi^h Thuriu^ and Saxony. Hermann has 
behaved so frankly and nobly, and one of his favourite pupils. 
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ProfeBBor Wimder, Iibb attached himself so warmly to me, 
that I thonght with pleasure of a day at Leipsic ; and Goethe 
too is still so fresh, that it would not have been too late to 
make his acquaintance. Are yon not as thoroughly delighted 
as we are with his Gorrespondence with Schiller, and the 
new Tolome of the Trarels in Italy ? Goethe's greatness 
— in all its versatility and depth — shines forth beyond my 
expectations from the whole of this collection, and in his 
letters he is as great as Cicero. Schiller, too, I understand 
and like much better since reading these letters. Yon will 
remember, perhaps, that I did not share the idolatry of him, 
which was nniTersally prevalent at one time ; but that man 
had a thoroughly noble nature who was never rendered 
arrogant by such adoration, which exalted him far above 
Goethe, but willingly and cheerfully recognised the supe- 
riority of his &iend, and paid him affectionate homage. 

How barren and dumb is our literature now ! How 
apathetic are all hearts 1 We, however, who know how to 
enjoy, are made much richer by these publieations than we 
were thirty years ago, or our fathers fifty years ago. Thus it 
was with the Greeks after Alexander's time, at the beginning 
of the Peloponnenao war. 



TO MAPAMB HENSLER. 

BoHir, Uk Atv^ IBSOl 
I sit down to write to you to-day, as in the war times, 
when we sought intercourse in writing to our dearest friends, 
because the events happening around us made it impossible 
for us to pursue our ordinary occupations, though at the 
same time they made ns lose sight of the personal afhirs 
which form the nsoal subject of our communications. This 
will sound like an enigma to you, dearest Dora, as you will 
scarcely, if newspapers and letters reach you together, look 
into the former first, nor have heard already, through any 
other channel, what has come to our ears early this morning; 
viz., that an insurrection had broken out at Paris on the 
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27th and 98th of July, the issue of which was still quite 
undecided. If the newspapers have already heen brought 
to yoQ, yon will rery likely learn at the same time that yon 
Teceire this, what we shall not know till to-morrow. I 
scarcely think you will learn the decision as yet, but perhaps 
what may to some extent enable you to divine it. It is 
possible that the insurrection may be qnelled by a massacre, 
if the troops of the line stand firm to the King, which 
seemed, however, donbt&l on the 28th at noon ; it is 
possible that they may join the people, and overpower the 
guards ; it is possible the Court may take flight as after the 
14th July, 1769, and even that the King may abdicate. In 
this case, the whole spell of royal power is dissolved, and 
the King wUI be as impotent as Louis XVI., and the best 
thing that could happen then would, undoubtedly, be the 
elevation of the Duke of Orleans to the throne. A new 
dynasty can begin its career with incomparably mOTe 
authority than the old vanquished one. If the rebels get 
the upper hand, and the Court does not give way, we may 
expect that the Depaties now sitting at Paris will constitute 
themselves, form a government, and restore the National 
Guard. A happy result is in no case conceivable ; no one 
will be carried away by a deliriom of passionate sympathy 
and hope, as in 1769. Foreign powers will not be so mod 
as to interfere, but in the general ferment, any slight occasion 
may impel the French to begin a war. 

The Protestant feeling of our King is the surest guarantee 
that he will not suffer himself to be implicated ; for without 
fail Protestants will be mnrdered in the south. Austria has 
probably encouraged the government to venture on their 
bold attempts, hot will scarcely have promised assistance. 
I will not deny that I should sooner have expected the sky to 
&11, than an insurrection to take place, and I was led to this 
opinion by the expressions of liberal Frenchmen. People 
of this party, who were certainly in a very good position for 
judging, confessed last autumn, that if the PoUgnac ministry 
had attempted a coup d'Hat immediately on its accession to 
power, at the some time not sparing money, anything mi^t 
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have been posmble. The Bentance " le peuple a donnA *a 
dimittion " had become a proverb, and as there are now so 
many Comjlies who have property to lose, and nobody builds 
castles in the air aa in 1789, 1 decidedly believe that they 
would be able to mozzle the nation. I lamented the 
" ordonnancea," because they introduced a detestable mis- 
rule, but that they would succeed /or the present I did not 
doubt. I certainly thought it would only be for the present, 
that in the long run they could not be maintuned, and even 
that the dynasty might probably &U in a few years ; that is, 
if the priests went too far. The government have made a 
mistake in waiting for a year without checking the freedom 
of the press, and now all at once heaping everything 
together that was calculated to embitter and exasperate the 
people. 

I remembered too, how easily the Parisians Buffered them- 
selves to be dispersed in October, 1705, and how insignificant 
were the occurrences in June, 1620 ; and hence, I did not 
give them credit for allowing themselves to be so far excited 
by political feelings as to risk their lives. They have proved 
themselves more manly than I thought. The insult to the 
oitdzena of depriving them of the right to vote, hitherto 
obtained by taking out a license to trade, — the fear of 
retidning only a phantom of representation, which might be 
used to procure a sanction to the most odions decrees, and 
abhorrence of the priests, have all combined to drive the 
people to madness. This does not prove that they will hold 
oat ; if the troops of the line make a decisive advance, Paris 
will surrender. One of your first thonghts, dear Dora, on 
hearing of these events will be, that the greater part of oar 
property is invested in France. If the liberals win the day, 
it is safe : to pay the State creditors is the interest and the 
system of this party : it could only be in danger if & civil 
war broke out. 

We may hear the decision of the fate of Paris so early as 
to-morrow, and can hardly be without it longer than the 
day after. We have a daily post from Paris here, and learnt, 
on the twelfth, that Algiers had surrendered on the fifth. 
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In the midst of such engrossing excitement, I get on bat 
badly with composition ; and I am already at least a qaarter 
of this Tolmue bebind-haud witb the materials I have to work 
out. For more than the last three weeks I had already 
found it very hard work, on account of the excessive and 
continuous heat. And now in September comes the iiTumal 
review of the troops, and afterwards our removaL I long to 
finish this volume, not, as with the first, in order to see it 
before me a finished creation, but to have got rid of the 
arduous labour. When I look through the proof sheets now, 
I rejoice indeed in the richness of their contents, and the 
discoveries, through which the history of Borne, during a 
period when it seemed lost in impenetrable obscurily, has 
been fully restored, and established on a solid foundation ; 
but I cannot believe that it will be an attractive work. Those 
who wish to find fiiult, and they are generally the majority, 
will find room for complaint that bo many minutiee and such 
an expenditure of research should be found in the history of 
a trivial age. 

Have I told yon lately that a very impertinent review of 
my history has appeared in the Dibatg, on occasion of the 
translation ? No doubt by that empty sciolist Villemain, 
whose weak head has been turned by the plaudits of the 
pubUc. One must tiy to become hardened against things 
of this kind. This man, like other fools who will make 
themselves heard, always goes back to the earliest times, 
and he in particular tells me it is nothing new to refuse to 
regard these as historical. These people are actually unable 
to understand, that the value of my exposition consists in 
my having shown why and how each circumstance has been 
invented 

CCCLXXII. 

Bonn, ISA Angvtl, 1830. 

However strongly the present events excite the desire to 
interchange my thon^ts with yon, it is yet dif&cult to find 
the necessary leisure and quietness of mind, as I am obhged 
to prepare manuscript and correct proof sheets. I feel 
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almost Btiipefi«d with all I have to attend to, and a Letlcr 
which I was obl^ed to write a ahort time ago tamed oat bo 
badly in cooseqaence, that I wish it had sever been written. 
With you, dear Dora, I need sot fear this ; I do not shrink 
from yonr seeing me half asleep. 

I was not quite miprepared for the way in which danger 
and calamity of all kinds are now everywhere breaking in. 
I have enjoyed the happiness of the years gone by, with the 
presentiment that it could not last. The revolution I did 
not expect ; indeed, I thought it impossible. I expected 
indiridual calamities, such as the comparatively mild one 
which has befallen us, and the dreadM one which has 
befallen the Brandis family, " . . . . 

If peace last, I think there is no fear but that onr 
dividends will be paid us. The government will make 
extraordinary reductions in the budget, and although the 
bankers will assuredly not retain for ever such overweening 
influence as they now possess, in a representative state 
public opinion and self-interest will secure the payment of 
the diridends. A redaction to four per cent, will no doubt 
take place, and that is fair, and is occurring everywhere. 
If the Cabinets were mad enough to engage in a war, then 
indeed both capital and interest would be endangered ; and 
as, in all probability, the war would take the same course as 
that of the revolution, our property and our whole existence 
here would be abandoned to destruction. I do not know 
how far one can reckon upon the &ct of the danger being so 
apparent ; the impossibility of a result ought to strike all. 
The sovereigns may perhaps be led astray by the example of 
1S15 ; the rest of us, you at a distance, we on the frontiers, 
are not liable to this delusion. Simple people leave this 
unanswered, and are for ever harping upon one string, — the 
danger that threatens all Europe. Yes, in truth, danger 
does Uireaten ,- the revolution which had been deAinct for 
years, has started into new and most vigorous life ; in many 
respects, indeed, it is widely different from that of 1789, but 

* In Kiel, ivhere the brotber-in-lkw of ProfeMor Bnitdw loat bis lift, 
together with bli aon, in the buniiDg of his houae. 
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still in essence it is the some, and armed with the same 
strength. But who can believe in these days that it will be 
conquered becaose it is so fearful ? Neither does it avail 
anything to curse those who have made it inevitable, — who 
have exorcised, and conjured till the spectre which they 
thought to lay, has risen out of the earth and annihilated 
them. I have delivered my sentiments on this subject 
publicly; on the impionsness of the. jesuitico-aristocratic 
&ctions, which took their rise in 1821, and how they ought 
to be execrated ; but it has been without effect. Still, 
every honest maui whose voice has any weight whatever, is 
bound to cry aloud against the sympathy and commiseration 
expressed for fallen majesty. 

I will hot deny that I think the Parisians heroic, the 
moderation of the victors not simply theatrical, and the 
discretion of the deputies, even of the extreme Left, worthy 
of high respect. Everything has gone on better than in 
17Sd, and by this it is evident that the nation has really 
improved. I only wish old Lafayette and echoes of him 
were ont of the way ! 

That the scholars and literati among the French have 
changed, is shown by the way in which they receive the 
translation of my History. A second edition of it is in the 
press, although the first consisted of 1600 copies. Paris is 
the only place in which a regnkr course of lectures has been 
delivered on the work. They manage it rather awkwardly, 
but stall show much goodwill. 

I will leave off here to go out ; the air does me good. If 
the revolution had not happened, in all human probability, 
in the course of this year, i. e. before August, 1881, 1 should 
have gone ta Berlin, and very likely to see you. 
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OCCLIinL 

BOKH, Ilk Odebtr, ISSO. 



I have not been ao long withoat writing to you since I 
can remember, dearest Dora ; bot neither have I experienced 
such a paralysia of the Boul since 1806 and 1807, as dnring 
the last five or six weeks. Even in 1806 and 1807, when 
calamities we now only foresee had actually occurred, I did 
not feel so vidnerable to the strokes of fate as I do now. 
We were childless, I was yoong and full of life ; now I am 
old, shall probably in a few years leave a widow and children 
unprovided for behind me. .... 

Since the Iobb of Beldam, the seat of war is brought 
within a few marches of us, and though everything is sdll 
perfectly quiet in our province, and all who have property 
recognise that their salvation depends on the maintenance 
of the existing order of things, we are notwithstanding 
threatened with an outbreak on the part of the populace, if 
an opportunity offer. Added to this, there are fears for the 
safety of our property since the outbreak of the revolt in 
Belgium. I have decided to sell more than two-thirds of our 
French stock, and to invest the price in various places, so 
that at all events we may not lose all with one blow ; the 
rest I shall leave in France for the same reason. Mo man 
can advise himself or others with certainty in snch cases. 
My uneasiness about these afEairs is certainly no mean love 
of money, but a most justifiable anxiety on the part c^ the 
father of a family, in such times ; as also the other qnesticoi 
— ^how to invest the money. I have resolved to dispose of a 
part of it in Knssian bonds and certificates. I have decided 
to take these upon conviction, because we cannot conceal 
from ourselves, that while all theae movements may add to 
the overthrow of Germany, they will extend the dominion of 
Russia, and because this power, invulnerable from without, 
finds support within from the size of its popnlation, grows 
yearly, and will always be able to bear a much heavier 
national debt than her present one. This is not a qaestion 
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of ee&timetit but of facts, and upon these I act. The 
NorwegiEQ ftinds are likewise nov no contemptible property, 
as there is, perhaps, no State less threatened with war, and, 
after the example of HoUand, Sweden will, no doubt, perceive 
-that it is her policy to give way, if Norway should wish to 
loosen still more the bond between them. 

The fate of our town, in case of war, situated as it is 
between two fortresses, I need not picture to you. For we 
cannot deceive ourBelves as to the fact, that the war would 
be disastrous to as, that we should be driven back, ^ce a 
great part of Germany, iar from supporting us, would receive 
the French with open arms. Our resting-place will therefore 
not remain here in that case ; and I have made up my mind 
to oar leaving as soon as the war breaks out. It would then 
certainly be a great pity that we have the house. Meanwhile, 
whenever I go into it and see how beaatiful it looks in its new 
condition, it has such a charm apon me, that I should bring 
myself to give it up with great difficulty. 

I have breathed more freely for the last two days, because 
I have finished the pre&ce to the second volume. I cannot 
describe what a torture it was to me to be obliged to compose 
every week manuscript sufficient for two printers' sheets> not 
to speak of correcting the press, in this state of anxiety and 
depression, and with my thoughts so differently occupied. 
The printiag mi^t have been delayed, but Beimer was 
urgent that the book should be finished in October, and I 
too was anxious to bring it to an end. I am conscious that 
the part which has been written since the first of August, 
betrays the state of mind in which it has been produced, 
while the first two-thirds may, perhaps, be considered as a 
saccessfnl efTort, notwithstanding the dryness of the subject- 
matter. I have said this in the preface, as also that my 
hopes of following it up with a third volume after a short 
interval of rest, had been firustrated by the unhappy state of 
public afibirs.* 

* The following is the pMsage h« refen to : — " At another leuon the delay 
[in the prinUng of this valume] would hne had no inflaenca on the execution 
of my work ; but only two-thirda of it were completed when Uie nudneu of 
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My expreBBicms about the impending future, its retro- 
gression towards barbaiism, the flight of the sciences and 
Muses, win be recognised by posterity hb the view of an 
unprejudiced contemporary ; at present they will raise the 
clamours of the dazzled multitude. Very few know whitber 
they desire to go ; the greater number start up and run head- 
long away, like people taking a walk who only want to pye 
themselves exercise ; they are completely under the infloeDoe 
of declamation and visitmary ideas ; yet among them are 
honourable men, and even authors of talent. 

While I was lamenting over these in&tuated revolu- 
tionists, I received a bullying letter &om , because having 

occasion to write to him, I had freely declared that this 
resuscitation of the revolution was entirely to be ascribed 
to the priestly party and a perverse aristocracy. He flies 
at me as if he would tear me to pieces for " seong such 
phantoms and defeuiiing the liberals." There is a priestiy 
aristocratic party here, small in numbers, but which has a 
nest in Goblentz, by which he suffera himself to be befooled. 
However dear the friendship of any man may be to me, I 
cannot purchase its continuance at the sacrifice of truth. 

Oretchen has a good thought about our emigration, if it 
mvtt be ; to turn our steps to Halle, where we have a friend 
in Bluhme, and have also other acquuntances. 

the FVenoh court bunt the «»liiitii.ii whidi kept the demon of the rsrolatiaii 
in bonda. 7^ ranuinda' hw hew written under % foding that it wm » daty 
not to lenTe wh«t I h«d bf^;UD unfinialied, amid conatant effiirt* to repel the 
haraagiiig anxiety ever preaaing apau me from the prospect of the ruin which 
menaced my property, my dearest poaaeasion^ and my hap^ueat tiea. Tbt 
fint lolume waa written when eveiything waa ""'l'"g aroood me, and I wai 
thankfully and heartily enjojing it in the moat perfect unooncem about Cha 
future. Now, mileaa God aenda ua lome miraouloua help, we have to look 
forward to a peHod of destruction similar to that which the Roman world 
experienced about the middle of the third centuiy of our e^^ — to the anoi- 
bilation of prosperi^, of freedom, of mTili^, of knowledge. Still, even thou^ 
barbimm should for a long aeaaon ecwe the Hnaaa and leaning entirely 
away, a time will come when Roman hiatory will agwn be an object of atten- 
tion and interest, thoujA not in the same manner aa in the fifteenth oentuiy." 
— Pre&ce to the leoondTolume of the Hiatory of BtHue. (Bare and niiilwall'a 
Tranalalion.) 
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After the perfect apathy which reigned as long as the 
great tendencies which were the precareors of present events 
mi^t have been calmly set forth, is there now with you, 
who have nothing to fear for yoorselveB, the same muTersal 
exalting garrulity on the course of public events, which 
prevailed forty years Ago ? Hers, even the liberals, with few 
exceptions, are fiill of anxiety, and many judge very saga- 
ciously. Political follies have had little infiuence so hx. 
A state of prosperity is hardly possible in France, even if 
peace lasts : if war comes, there can be no security for any- 
thing in tiie general breaking up. It is all over with the 
Imperial party, but it cannot be absolutely affirmed that 
repubUcan anarchy may not lead back to the Duke of 
Bordeaux. 

No one can deny that the people of Brunswick and Hesse 
Cassel have right on their side, in the main also, the people 
of Dresden ; but with them the imitation of the French is 
already grievous and disgraceful ; the risings of the peasantiy 
are horrible. 

The absence of every kind of joy, hope, and illusion is a 
peculiar feature in these revolutions, particularly that in 
France, as compared with 1789. Every, thing bears the 
impress of age and decrepitude; the aged Lafayette, who 
still dreams that he is in the olden times, stands like a 
spectre in the midst. There is much more self -consciousness 
than there was then ; the lowest rabble have their eyes bent 
on their own immediate advantage. Forms are a matter of 
indifference, except to a few young visionaries. It is very 
possible that such a dissolution of society as that in Soutii 
America may take place even in France. The mercantile 
class, heartily as it detests the priesthood, would be only too 
glad if the revolution had never happened, I held it to be 
impossible, because I knew that the upper classes thought 
of nothing but their own advantage, and cherished no dreams. 
It was to be foreseen that they could never expose them- 
selves to the ballets, and so it has turned out ; they have let 
loose the mob, and in Paris it has behaved not only with 
heroic courage, but for a mob, most admirably. The misery 
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B&d the scarcity of food are now indescribable, and things 
cannot improve. 

We have passed several days in inunediate anxiet?. Now 
ve have our garrison again. The day on which the news 
of the insurrection at Aix>la-ChapeUe reached Bonn was 
horrible ; just like the air before an approaching storm, or, 
in the south, before an earthquake, when all animals are full 
of terror. On the previous evening, similar tidings had 
come firom Lidge ; at nine in the morning they came from 
Aix-la-Chapelle ; an hour after, a fellow stood up here in one 
of the sqoares and exhorted the mob to insorrection ; the 
populace eyed us of the higher ranks with looks of defiance 
and scorn; in the afternoon, we learnt that a disturbance 
bad broken out at Cologne. Our house is opposite to a 
large manufactory, whose master is universally hated, &om 
which we are only separated by a broad open street, and 
moreover we had neither a garrison nor a national guard, 
nor any one who knew how to form one. For the present 
we are quite safe. We shall remove into our new house in 
a fortnight at furthest, unless great changes take place 
between now and then. The repairs are very nearly 
completed 



TO 8AVIQNT. 

Bom, I6tk ilToMnitr, ISSa 

.... The prefiuie expresses my views about the future, 
with that strict correspondence with my thoughts, which I 
always endeavour to observe. It is my firm conviction that 
we, particularly in Germany, are rapidly hastening towards 
barbarism, and it is not much better in France. 

That we are threatened with devastation, such as that two 
hundred years ago, is, I am sorry to say, just as clear to me, 
and the end of the tale wiU be, — despotism enthroned amidst 
universal ruin. In fifty years, and probably mnch less, 
there will be no trace left of free institutions or the freedom 
of the press throughout all Europe, at least on the Ctmtinent. 
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Very few of the things which have happened since the revo- 
lution in Paris have surprised me. Before the revolution, a 
Frenchman had started the question in a newspaper, what I 
should Bay to Ctesar's death ? 

I am just sending this reply to him : " As I do ahout the 
ordonnanceB; submission was impossible, and yet both now 
and then, it was a calamity that the attempt succeeded." 
You will not find this paradoxical 

[The following extracts from some of Niebuhr's letters 
written about thb time, are given in the " Lebenanachrich- 
ten," without a date :] 

In my opinion, what constitutes a royalist, is to believe 
that the State is no arbitrary association ; — ^that the whole 
is before the parts; — that Government is of Clod;— that 
government is the first necessity, and that government and 
liberty must be combined ; — ^that they may be so under the 
most diverse forms ; — that forms which set bounds to the 
pretensions of the mass of mediocrity are salutary ; those 
which do not, intrinsically bad ; — ^th&t attempts to alter the 
constitution by insorrection, are not merely irrational, but 
criminal. And on all these grounds I can acquiesce in 
the mistaken measures of the aristocracy, although X am 
often keenly alive to their errors. But if I am required to 
acknowledge any tyranny as sacred, and to pronounce every 
endeavour to break the yoke, rebellion, even where com- 
manded by the most urgent distress, I cannot yield my 
tesent ; and when I see foUy and ignorance at the helm of 
aSoirs it rouses my indignation, and I do not conceal my 
tentiments. 

Our disease is far too deeply seated to be removed by 
mere changes in the constitution : for, from no change made 
in these times, and by the men of this generation, can we 
venture to hope for that legislation, which might bring ns 
into a healthful and progressive condition, by transforming 
our habits and our entire social circumstances. What we 
want, is as certain and clear to me as my own existence, and 
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to a great extent I could ezpreBB it, bat it were to talk to the 
winds, and I do not chooae to be dragged thrangh the mire 
to no purpose. " They have Moses and the prophets," and 
hear them not. Were I in power, I would act, and with 
vigoor, in God's name, even if it brought danger to myselE. 

Many royalists ore not so in the same sense as I and my 
fellow-thinkers ; they regard that as admirable and praise- 
worthy, which we only defend as necessary in principle, 
without denying that in the actual state of things it often 
works very ill ; and, therefore, while we maintain that if it 
fall, everything must go to ruin, yet we prophesy that no 
human power can uphold it, unless a reform take place, and 
a new life be infused into it. For example, we say there 
must be an aristocracy, indeed, an aristocracy of many 
grades ; but we add, at this moment there ie no t<^rable 
aristocracy existing, and that which calls itself such, is a 
phantom from which all vital energy has fled. The other 
party are satisfied with this aristocracy as it is, and fancy it 
is only necessary to compel obedience. We say, make 
proper regulations, and obedience will not be wanting if a 
good example is set to the people. They think to accom- 
plish all by represuon, and we demand free scope for 
movement, in conformity with the law. We say, when the 
govemmests understand their vocation of ruling, the sub- 
jects will soon return to theirs of obeying. And so on 
without end. 

In this, our two parties (if I may so call them) agree, that 
revolution is rebellion, and that of the most ruinous kind 
which can befall a nation ; and likewise, that we despise 
the liberals beyond all expression for their shallowness and 
wickedness. But I do not thereby abrogate my conviction 
that it is only the despotism now inseparable firom it, owing 
to the monstrosity of the ruling ideas of the present day, which 
renders revolution so utterly execrable, that it can bring 
forth nothing but evil, and that a sensible man on^ht to risk 
everything even for a bad government, sooner than submit 
to it. My conviction is, that ere the despotism of liberalism 
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bec&me all-poverM, there were perfectly justifiable revolu- 
tionB, in which one power was victoriouB in the struggle with 
the uaorpations of another power, as in England and the 
Netherlands. Lastly, that tyranny, tmder all circumBtances, 
and in all agea, remains tyraimy ; and that where this exists, 
nature takes her couree, though under our present con- 
ditions, that course can lead to nothing but Blavery. Many 
good men call such principles dangerous, and although they 
may be far from mistaking the motiveB of one who maintains 
them (like myself, who, in order not to acquire an unmerited 
reputation, have fully developed them in my report to the 
government) yet they cannot help feeling a little terror at his 
openness and temerity. This may make it clear in what 
sense I am an unconditional, true, and faithful royalist, and 
that I have not swerved in the least from the principles of 
which I am an avowed adherent. 

Had I lived in ancient Bome, and had it been poraible 
for a Tribune to propose such a regeneration of the State 
as the short-sighted people of our day desire, I would have 
helped to strike him dead in God's name ; and if I lived in 
a State where one constitutional element of the whole was 
injuriously repressed, whether it were the democratic, or a 
truly aristocratic element, I would strain every nerve to 
give it fair play, and put it in possession of its rights. 

With as Oermans, aristocracy can never become so 
sickening as a superficial liberalism. The hot fever has 
burnt itself out, like a plague that at last vanishes spon- 
taneously : stiU we shall have repose, and be able to return 
to the quiet life of onr grandfathers, who were not indeed, 
like ourselves, threatened with a barbarian yoke. 

Constitutional forms are of no nse among an enervated or 
foolish nation. What avails the choice of representatives, 
when there are no men fit to represent the people ? Is it 
answered, " let them learn by practice ? " that is, indeed, to 
sport with' the gravest matters. I say ; give them free 
communal institutions, and let them, in the first instance, 
learn by practice within a sphere with which they are 
acquainted. Believe me (but that you know already), I 



:,..dtyG00l^lL- 



412 USHOIB OF KIBBUHB. 

know how to prize a firee constitation, and am certaiiily 
better Rcquainted than most with its meaning and worth ; 
bat, of all thingB, the first and most essential is, that a 
nation should be manly, uoselfieh, and honourable. If it is 
that, firee laws will grow up of themselveB b; degrees. 



CCCLXXV. 

TO H OLTKE. 

JMo/JViMBkr.lSSO. 

.... Instead of the ahe-wolf, there now stands in. the 
room which I hare taken for myself, a bust which most 
be familiar to your remembrance of Paris in 1790, which 
you have probably possessed yourself, the mention of which 
will call up that whole period to your mind, — Mirabean, by 
Houdon. I do not know if it has reached your ears, that I 
gave a course of lectures last year, on the History of the 
Bevolution. On that occasion I read the " Opinions et 
Travaux," and my heart beat so strongly for the demon, the 
mistiest of all the men whose lifetime has coincided with 
my own, that I commissioned a person in Paris to pnrcfasse 
his btist for me. It was not to be found ; no one inquires 
for it now, just as no one now read$ this Demosthenes. A 
full half year passed before my commissioner was able to 
hunt up a replastered, varnished copy ; but even this is 
valuable to me. Now the fact that Mirabeau had vanished 
from the eyes and the thoughts of the people, was a proof to 
me that the revolution was done with ; and I inferred this 
still more decisively, from the manifest certainty^ that no one 
cherished any longer those hopes of better, if not golden 
times, by the dreams of which our youth was buoyed up ; 
and who could have thou^t it possible that in an utterly 
impoetical age, — one like that which Petronios paints, when 
men, if they sacrificed at all, offered gold in ingots to the gods, 
to spare the cost of moulding it, — people would risk wealth 
and comfort in order to wreak their anger ? It is ao, never- 
theless, and I have been a false prophet ; but it must be 
allowed that it was insane conduct which drove the people 
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mad with intolerable oppressioD ; and even as it is, the 
result has been very different &oni that which took place in 
those years of youthful enthusiasm. Tremendous cata* 
strophes have come to pass, and there is no resistance, not a 
semblance of great men, no joy or enthusiasm, no hopes for 
the future ; — except that the time will one day come, when, 
by means of mutual instruction, every peasant boy shall be 
able to read. The truth of the thing is the unveiled 
destitution of the populace, who are resolved to bear it no 
longer ; and this again paves the way for a revision of 
property ; which is not, indeed, something new under the 
sun, bat has been unheard of for centuries past, and even 
now seema quite inconceivable to our politicians, who have 
set property in the place of God, in the Hohest of Holies. 
We have &llen into the state of Borne after the times of the 
Qracchi, with all its horrors, and he who cannot see this is 
blind ; he who thioks the question has anything to do with 
freedom is a fool: forms will no longer hold things together, 
we shall bless despotism if it protects our Uves, as the 
Romans blessed that of Augustus. That it was possible for 
reasonable men to do this, I had comprehended long ago ; 
now, it is perfectly, vividly, clear to me ; and now I also 
understand Catiline. 

Thia would be mournful enoi^h if it only affected our 
contemporaries in foreign lands, and we were able to retain 
those good things of life which Livy, Horace, and Vir^ 
enjoyed after the battle of Actium, and through whose 
possession they were able to keep their minds serene and fit 
for creative efforts; namely, security, leisure, the power and 
splendour of the State. But in our poor Germany, hopeless 
concision is breaking forth in all directions, and ddivering 
ns unarmed and defenceless into the hands of our hereditary 
enemy, who is already revenging himself by insolence and 
Bcom, for the short time daring which he has lain bound, 
and broods over no less a design than the restoration of his 
tyranny, and the sacking of all neighbouring countries. I 
could have resigned myself to the dissolution of the present 
order of things, though it would bring a miserably inefficient 
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set of men into the place of those vho now hold the reins 
of goTemment, and set before them a tar more difficult 
task, but that it would inevitably lead to the wreck of oar 
independence amidst the fearM storms of war. 

And let no one delude himself with the idea that, at all 
erentB, free constitutions would spring from the convul^on : 
it will lead very quickly to an absolute mihtary despotism, 
which will scarcely trouble itself with outside decencies even 
BO much as that of Napoleon. In Holstein also the people 
are already beginning to agitate. These men are perhaps 
still greater strangers to you than to me. Respecting the 
enterprise and its consequences there can be no difference 
of opinion between us, except of a little more or less 
iudolgenoe. God help us to endure what we cannot avert ! 
Gretchen asked me lately in earnest, whether I still, as in 
the time of Napoleon, thought of going to North America. 
" If it were not for the children," whom I would rather see 
Germans, even under a Russian rule than Anglo-Americans ! 
Farewell, dear friend. Shall we not see each other again 
somewhere ? You have never answered my invitation to the 
Rhine, and now that is out of the qnestion. Remember me 
to your sons ; I have received Magnus's circular ; wish him 
success in my name. My wife sends her kindest regards to 
you ; she braces herself up to bear what is inevitable. 

Your old NiEBUHR. 



TO FBRTH^ 

BoNH, 1714 

.... 3. The sudden demand for my old translation of 
the Philippic is as inexplicable to me as to you. I cannot 
have the slightest objection to your republishing it : instead 
of the dedication, which is now inapplicable, I should like 
you to insert after the title page what is written on the 
enclosed sheet.* 

* Publiihod JD hi* " KidigBUMMiA SohrifUn." Tb« iMt wordi he emr 
wrote for pubUoUon. 
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With this, my aoswer to your inqairies is ended, and 
now comes my torn. 

1. I thank you rery mach for sending me the farther 
puts that have appeared of your great Beries of historical 
works. Stenzel's book treats indeed of a field which I 
have explored less than any other, bat so far as I may 
presume to express a judgment notwithstanding, I think it 
very excellent, and hope it will be received as it deserves. 

3. You know Larduer's Cabinet Cyclopesdia, to which 
Sir J. Macintosh's, Sir Walter Scott's, Sic, hiBtorical works 
belong. In the same collection will appear the History of 
Greece up to Alexander, by my translator, Thixlwall. It 
will be no erudite work, bat the work of a truly erudite and 
intellectual man. Before the outbreak of the revolution, I 
begged the anthor to send me proof sheets, which Classen 
should translate under my eye ; I intended to add a preface 
and a continuation up to the Boman period. We had 
agreed to offer yoa the work, my dear friend : I wished that 
something of consequence from my hand should be published 
by Perthto, and your fellow-citizea Classen had the same 
feeling. ThirlwaU very modestly declined sending the sheets 
to me, saying that they were not worth the trouble. Under 
other circumstances, I should boldly advise a publisher to 
get the book as soon as it appears (which is so easy in 
Hambui^), and to announce that a translation of it by 
Classen wonld appear with a pre&ce and a continuation. 
But now, I cannot promise you a continuation ; if we are 
fugitives, where shall we find a secure resting-place where I 
could work ? And now will you venture the announcement 
with the addition " in case I should not be prevented " from 
giving the contdooation? And send for the book? And 
how much could yoa afford to pay Classen for it ?, Under 
other circumstances it would be an uncommonly good article, 
for there is at present no book of the kind at all. 

3. My burdened heart would fain relieve itself by some 
admonitions to the Germans, at which your last letter 
hints : prudence counsels silence, — says it would make little 
impression. If I write, and am satisfied witli my perform- 
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ance, I shidl send it to you. Never has Oermany been so 
treacherouB to herself as now ; and since the revolution in 
Poland, not only has salvation throngh our own efforts 
become impossible, but even for a miracle there is no place 
left, which ia always indispensable before a miracle can 
interfere in the course of earthly afiairs 

cccLxxvn. 

TOHADAHS HEHBLER. 

BOKB, lUh OwMier, 1830. 

.... I do not mean to question that the administration 
of justice is in a bad condition, but the multiplicity of the 
systems is the least part of the evil ; the most lamentable 
circumstance is the character of the judges themselves, 
who seem to have laid aside the old characteristics of their 
order. This is the case wherever you inquire ; the old 
severe gravity has vanished from the tribunals, whose 
members for the most part simply endeavour, like otiier 
officials, to expedite the work allotted to them with as little 
trouble as possible, and have no conscientious feeling that 
they ought to administer the Right — an idea which is quite 
foreign to the professoiB of jurisprudence. I by no means 
wish to do away with Codes of law altogether ; I should 
rejoice to see a complete revision of the existing system of 
laws in Holstein, but the reformers would not be satisfied 
with this. They want one single new Code, just as, when 
they talk of Chambers, they want an entirely new repre* 
sentation, and such a Code cannot possibly succeed. There 
is no human being who could frame it. And, above all, 
from a Code of criminal law, may God preserve every 
country 1 even if the jury were not to be immediately 
introduced in criminal cases, which is however an immediate 
consequence of the principles of these people. You have 
no doubt received the copies of my History, and read at the 
least the preface in yonr own copy. This has created a 
sensation of which I had not the least idea, when I was 
writing down the statements of my convictions, or, perhaps. 
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I might have omitted it. It has roused a. clamonr, not only 
among those who rejoice in disturbances and destruction, 
and already regard as rebellion any lamentations over the 
state of things which they promote, at least with their 
wishes, bat also among those who do not like to think the 
evil qnite so great as it is, and many who do me the honour 
to think themselves wiser than I. What is said of me 
behind my back rarely comes to my ears, but 1 have accident- 
ally heard something of it which makes me very indignant. 
It is said that I cannot bear that any one should differ from 
me in opinion. This is not true ; on the contrary, no one 
can in practice more completely concede to others the hberty 
to have what opinion they choose : I condemn none, and 
defend — how often — the sentiments of my greatest opponents. 
But I require that no one shonld take the liberty of blaming 
me for having my own, especially on subjects into which I 
have more insight, and on which I can form a better 
judgment than those who set themselves up for wiser, and 
who allow me no voice whatever in things belonging to their 
sphere. Meanwhile, I have a rich compensation in the 
unlimited approbation of Hermann, who is equally convinced 
widi me that the present tendency of the world is towards 
harbariam. 

My sadness, qnite apart from the misfortune which is 
impending over us personally^ is caused by the degeneracy of 
our nation, no less than by the prospect of its servitude and 
devastation. It is impossible not to perceive that the noble 
qualities which were the glory of our nation are disappearing 
— depth, sincerity, originality, heart, and affection, — that 
shallowness and impudence are becoming universal. This 
cannot be charged upon the circumstances of the times ; 
things are pursuing an ordinary course, such as other 
nations have witnessed before ; and if there were nothing 
else, I should calmly work on for other ages, from which a 
book written now cannot be quite kept back, even if Germany 
should be desolated by Hunuish ravages. But when we 
contemplate the present, when we look at the t^er in the 
west waiting with glaring eyes to pounce upon bis prey ; 
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and at the toDe of feeling pervading all Qennany (with the 
exception, for the most part, of our old provinces), which 
fdrthera the design of the enemy, dissolveB all bonds, mokes 
resistance impossible, opens ontstretched anns to the French ! 
" Give us freedom," say they, " and we are ready to witlistand 
the foreigner : " bat their freedom is chaos, and the sway of 
madmen or fools ; and since their demands neither can nor 
will be granted, and there is no great man living to win 
the people to himself and carry them away with him, to all 
human foresight, the loss of the left shore of the Ehine to 
France, the inondation of the rest of Germany by French 
hordes, the destruction of the existing States, and the 
formation of servile republics under the guidance of traitors, 
has become quite inevitable after the insurrection of the 
Poles. I will not blame these latter ; the blame is due in 
the first place to the absurdity of forming them into a State, 
organising their armies, ftnd then sending them a ruler, who 
would have driven the mildest nation to despair. Bat while 
we lay no blame on them, and under other circumstances 
mi^ht even rejoice to see their revolt, he must be a wrong- 
headed man, who would not now think of the salvation of 
Germany in the first place. 

The French are always talking of defence, and their whole 
line of conduct points to attack ; and in Germany no voice 
is raised to exclaim that no one hat threatened them i the 
most that has been shown is a determination not to suffer 
them to seize on Belgium. The German press is only an 
echo a^ainat Germany ! How willingly would they seek a 
pretext agunst Pmssia, who does not, however, afford them 
the least, yet the "Correspondent" repeats the lying state- 
ment of an English journal, that the execution of the 
" bloody work " of subjugating Belgium was assigned to 
ProBsia 1 It would lighten my heart to write ; the effort to 
smother my feelings quite deadens my faculties ; but if no 
great result could be expected, it would be a piece of kni^t- 
errantry to come forward singly. I have written a few words 
which may at least find an echo in the hearts of well- 
disposed but undecided persons, by way of preface to a 
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reprint of the oration of DemostheneB, which Perthes wishes 
for : a demand has suddenly arisen for it in South Germany, 
and all the copies in stock have been sold. 

The Russian bonds have received a great shock, which may 
lead to very bad consequences. Neither has the French 
credit been strengthened by the extension of French power, 
for farther revolutions are, I think, inevitable. What a 
change wittiin five months ! What a conclusion for this 
year t how wiU the next end ? God protect you, my beloved 
Dora, and us ! You will find a refuge I trust. Give our 
lore to all our friends and relations. Most likely I shall 
not write to yon again in the old year. You will, I hope, 
pass a tolerably meny Christmas in spite of every thing; 
I wish you may skim over a little of my book during the 
holidays. I embrace you tenderly once more in the old 
year. Your old Niebdhb. 
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ON THE CHARACTER OF NTEBUHR. 
BT PROFESSOR BRANDIS, OF BOHN, 



NiBBURB was coDudered passiottate, and his feelings, 
his predilections, and his dislikes trere, no doubt, 
expressed with a warmth, or rather a vehemence, which, 
untempered by deliberation, could not fail either to 
carry all before it, or to hurt the feelings of others. 
Not alone the narrow-minded or iU-disposed, who 
might feel themselTos justly rebuked, but men of nobler 
nature were often wounded by his passing ebullitions of 
temper, or the sharpness of his expressions. Sren his 
most Talued friends did not escape these passionate 
outbursts, which for the moment were deeply felt. Still 
it can be ^rmed, that he never inflicted a deadly 
wound on friendship ; the shaft that pierced knew in 
like measure how to heal, not by explanations, too often 
fruitless, but by proofs of love, which, in general, 
followed speedily and unsought, and were therefore 
indescribably touching. His anger was easily bome, 
even when unjust, or partly unfounded, because it was 
but the transient flash of an inward fire, which other- 
wise could not have shone forth so brightly in good-will 
and friendship. 

It was the same with the love and hatred which were 
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evident in his judgments on the past, and on the 
present, from which he vraa personally remote. To a 
man of his deep and strong feeUngs, it was impossible 
to obseire and judge the occurrences of social life with 
the same coolness and > impartiality as the necessary 
sequence of natural events. Great and noble sentiments, 
or eminent powers of mind, filled him with love and 
admiration ; narrow and interested motives or aims, 
arrogant Uttle-mindedness or vanitj, he despised and 
disliked, whether they met his eye in the present or the 
past. His indignation against a Xenophon was as ardent 
as though he had even now left a noble fatherland to 
its &te, in times of heavy need, and had nevertheless 
attained a &lse &me ; for whether it was the present 
or the past against which Niebuhr's anger was directed, 
it never arose from selfish considerations, wounded 
vanity, or an envious wish to detract. No one could more 
thoroughly and cheerfiilly appreciate excellence of every 
kind ; no one could value those excellences more highly 
in which, often through a touching self-depreciation, bo 
thought himself deficient. But the injustice of contem- 
poraries or posterity hurt, nay exasperated, him, as 
being at once the ungrateftd disparagement of well- 
founded claims, the sign of a despicable want of 
independent judgment, and the hindrance to all lasting 
influence. To confound good and evil, to place great 
and small things on the same level, was absolutely 
repulfflve to his nature, whether it were the result of 
a deficiency in warmth of feeling, or in the acuteness of 
the moral sense ; for he was firmly convinced that only 
where the bad, the impure, and the base, are alike 
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hated and despised, can the great and noble be truly 
rererenced and loved, and thus exert a purifying and 
elevating influence on the character. Hence he placed 
his standard, with regard to the formation of opinion, 
&r higher than most men ; earnestness of mind, he 
considered, ought to be shomi, above all things, in 
pronouncing a judgment, that the faculty of judging 
might be thereby developed. Inconsiderate or hasty 
expressions vrith regard to remarlable men or events, 
he did not easily allov to pass uncensured. 

It 'was impossible for Kiebuhr, so thoroughly per- 
vaded by moral earnestness, to contemplate history 
otherwise than from the centre of his own nature, and 
he looked upon the actual relations of life from the 
same point of view. To be misunderstood or depreciated 
affected him deeply ; and however ready he might be 
to admit contradiction, those truths which he had once 
grasped with Uving conviction, became portions of 
himself, and were as sacred in his eyes as moral and 
religious principles, with which, indeed, they were 
always more or less bound up in his mind ; certainly 
they always had their origin in the pure love of truth. 
How frequently he tested them, and how readily he 
relinquished those which would not bvar re-examination, 
is moat fully proved by the second, and by parts even 
of the third, edition of his History of Rome. What 
classical work has ever undergone so searching a 
revision ? But contradiction which, without a thorough 
examination of the subject, opposed mere assertion to 
convictions which he had founded on deep research — a 
setting up of bare possibilities, without real insight into 
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the conditions, through which alone they could have 
come to pass — wounded him bitterly, especially when 
accompanied by arrogance. It wounded him because 
it implied a refusal to recognise the conscientious 
earnestness of his inTestigations, and because it deprived 
those truths which he believed himself to have esta- 
blished, of the reception which he desired for them, on 
behalf of science. 

It is not surprising that he now and then adhered 
with some obstinacy to opinions not so important nor 
so well-grounded, but this never arose from dislike to 
acknowledge error, nor from petty vanity. On the 
contraty, as he never adopted or expressed an opinion 
without the most carefiil examination and thorough 
mastery of all the &cts relating to it, he could not give 
it up until it had received the most complete refutation. 
It was kept firm in his mind by the same profound love 
of truth from which it bad originally proceeded, until a 
higher truth had dawned upon his sight Men of more 
flexible intellect find it easier to sacrifice their earlier 
sentiments ; but are not their views, for this very 
reason, deficient in completeness and power ? Besides, 
it must be remembered that Niebuhr's opinions were 
most intimately connected with, and oi^ianically de* 
pendent upon, each other, so that if one were given up, 
its successor must equally be brought into due relation 
to what remained behind ; while his more important 
- principles were of a kind that could scarcely be 
renounced, but, at most, only undergo modification. 
Such a, habit of mind could exist only in one whose 
convictions were ever present to him as a whole ; it was 
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at least the chief cause why Kiehuhr almost invariably 
attained a higher insight by his own efforts, rarely by 
the aid of others, though a well-timed suggestion would 
quickly rouse him to fresh researches. Another cause 
lay in his early habit of resorting immediately to the 
fountain-heads, without avuling himself of the labours 
of his predecessors. Nothing less than that incredible 
mastery over his mateiials, which he derived from an 
almost unexampled grasp and certainty of memory, 
combined with the most brilliant 'reflective powers, could 
justify him in despising aids, which are indispensable to 
a less comprehensive and original mind. It was not 
indeed so much that he despised them, as that he 
seldom bad occasion to make use of them. Up to his 
seventeenth year, the classical authors had formed almost 
his sole reading, and he was already as much at home 
in their world, as most learned men in their mature 
years. He next turned with like eagerness to modem 
science and literature, to which he was led by an 
intimate acquaintance with Dante. He followed modem 
history through all its details ; for him it reflected a 
light over the records of the past, and drew forth 
electric sparks from every pebble on the shore of 
antiquity ; nay more, it gave an early maturity to his 
judgment, and he was not carried away by the intoxi- 
cation of the French Revolution, because he clearly 
oomprehended the nature and conditions of freedom in 
ancient times, and the necessity of introducing it step- 
by step, and not by sudden leaps. From his residence 
in England and Scotland, and his active participation in 
public business, sometimes of an important nature, 
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he gained a practical view of affairs in which the 
merely learned historian so often fails. He was so 
fully engaged in official life, from his twenty-second 
or twenty-third year, to the year 1810, that he could 
scarcely devote more than his hours of relaxation to 
study. No leisure remained for researches with an 
extensive apparatus of learning, but he attained the 
same end, without fixed purpose, simply by applying 
his practical knowledge of circumstances and affairs to 
history, and never restiog until he was able to form as 
distinct and vivid a picture of those portions of history, 
which had most attracted his interest, as men in general 
retfun only from the experience of the present. 

Had he kept to the ordinary track, had he combined 
the study of the original sources with an examination 
of the principal attempts to inspire them with fresh 
life, he might atill indeed have found single facts con- 
firming or modifying his representations, but he would 
scarcely have opened a new career to historical investi- 
gation. Other great scholars before him have treated 
of the history of Rome ; other adepts in political science 
have made it their study, and how warmly, how grate- 
fully were the labours of Machiavelli, Gronovius, Peri- 
zonius, Montesquieu and Gibbon, acknowledged by 
Niebuhr I His claim to be the pioneer of a new path 
in science, rests upon the fact, that he threw broad 
flashes of hght across the daritness that veiled the early 
history of Italy ; that he espied a thread of truth in the 
tissue of fictions and embellishments, detected history 
in legends, and marked out the respective domains 
of the legendary and the historical ; — that from the 
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scanty and unconnected details bdonging to history, 
he vas able to draw clear and correct outlines, by dis> 
playing their relation to each other ; finally, that by a 
dose comparison of the results thus obtained with ana- 
logous conditions of society in periods better known, he 
gradually filled up these outlines till they presented a 
picture that spoke to the heart and mind of his readers. 
And we may fairly say that the opening of this new 
path has been, and will b^ productive of still greater 
results than even the important discoveries to which it 
conducted Niebuhr, and by which he proved its cor- 
rectness. It is a path which cannot be closed again to 
science, however many may be the stumbling-blocks it 
presents to those who attempt to pursue it with ill- 
trained powers, who set apparent, in the place of real 
possibihties guaranteed by striking analogies, — external 
resemblances in the place of internal relations, and 
mistake fortuitous conceptions for views founded on a 
consideration of facts. 

We leave it to those better fitted for the task, to 
define the nature and value of Niebt^'s method of 
treating history, and its influence on the present state 
of historical research and opinion. As we confine our- 
selves within the limits of a biographical sketch, it is 
enough for us simply to bring into view whatever may 
tend to exhibit the peculiar features of his mind. 

A more comprehensive and trustworthy memory, or 
greater control over it, can scarcely have been possessed 
by Joseph Scaliger, and other heroes of mnemonics ; it 
certainly was never combined in any instance with 
clearer powers of reflection. Niebuhr was a close 
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observer, and found some connecting link between 
all the manifold external and internal perceptions 
-which came before him ; hence he mastered lan^ 
goages and sdences, aigns and the thing signified, with 
equal ease, and with snch certainty, that with his mind's 
eye he saw each in its own indlviduahty, separate from 
its fellows, and yet intimately and variouaty related to 
them. No sufficient explanation of his memory is fur- 
nished either by the pretended laws of the association 
of ideas, or of the reproduction of representations, or 
by any logical dependence among the ideas themselves. 
It was equally retentive of perceptions and thoughta, 
of views and feelings, of sights and sounds ; whatever 
came within the sphere of his recc^nition took up its 
due relative position in his mind with equal certainty 
and precisiOD. 

A great part of the Greek and Roman poetry had 
imprinted itself so indehbly on his memory, that he 
could frequently recite hundreds of verses without 
stumbUng, and could answer on the spot every allusion 
or quotation from the Latin poets in the notes and 
letters of the younger Valekenaer, who was most deeply 
read in those authors; even in his later years he 
retained every poem which appealed strongly to his 
heart, whether it were a modem Greek or Servian 
ode, or a song of Goethe, Count Platen, or others. In 
his later years, at least, we scarcely think that he 
ever learnt anything by heart ; whenever a poetical 
thought whic^ had vividly seized upon his mind was 
clothed in the form perfectly adapted to it, both the 
form and lbs inner spirit implanted themselves firmly 



...dtyGooglc 



428 MEHOIB OF KIEBUHR. 

witlun him, without the neceseitj of any mechanical 
assistance. 

When a youth, Niebuhr had made himself master of 
French, and, perhaps, still more completely, of English, 
and wrote and spoke both languages with great fluency 
and correctness. In his riper manhood, while the cares 
and occupations of the fatal years of war were under- 
mining his health, he learned several of the principal 
diidects of the SclaTOnic languages ; in his fortieth 
year, he began to write and speak Italian, in which, up 
to this time, he had read nothing but historical works 
and poetry ; and, with a rapidity that put his younger 
companion to shame, he acquired no slight command of 
this language, at the very time when he was accustom- 
ing himself to a new sphere of action, and devoting his 
leisure to antiquarian and historical researches. During 
his residence in Edinburgh, he had occupied himself 
with the natural sciences, particularly chemistry, but 
had never afterwards found time or opportunity to 
pursue these studies ; yet in subsequent years he was 
able to form the most distinct conception of out-of-the 
wray or comphcated details, to the astonishment of men 
versed in the subject. Hence he was strongly interested 
in the natural sciences of antiquity, The meteorology, 
natural history, kc., of Aristotle, the botany of Theo- 
phrastus, and the ancient writers on agriculture, were 
perfectly ^miliar to him. His memory was no lees 
cert^ and comprehensive with regard to impressions 
of sight and numbers. As referee of the consular busi- 
ness, at the Danish Board of Trade, he once gave a 
very detailed report, full of osculations, without the 
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slightest hesitation, though, as his neighbour remarked, 
he had brought with him by mistake, instead of his 
notes, a paper which had nothing to do with the matter 
in hand. But even numbers did not imprint themselves 
on his memory mechanically, but because the facts 
expressed by them were never destitute of some point 
of connexion with other facts, within the wide compass 
of his historical and practical sphere of vision. Thus, 
too, the statistics of the finances, at least of the more 
important States, were so present to his mind, that he 
not unfrequently predicted great alterations ia the 
paper currency with an accuracy most surprising to 
financiers and the thinking men engaged in trade. 
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ON THE CHAJtACTEB OF NIEBUHR AS AN 
HISTOEIAN. 

FROH A LETTER TO THE EDITOR, BT ntOFEfiSOR LOEBBLL, 
OF BONN, 



.... You request me to furnish you with Niehuhr'a 
chzuticteristics, as aa hiatoriao, within the compass of a 
few pages. This compels me to content myself with 
indicating some of the most important points, for the 
development and establishment of which, a small book 
would be necessary. 

When great men step forth as the authors of a 
revolution in their peculiar department of sdeoc^ and 
as the discoverers of new paths, on whidi others follow 
them, it generally is because they have been the first to 
recognise in its true depth and significance, some want, 
vague indications of which have aJraady betrayed them- 
selves in the great tendencies of the age, and to supply 
which, they bring the eye and the gifts of genius. 

At the period when Niebuhr took up the idea of 
re-investigating and remodelling the history of Rome, 
certain movements and aspirations had developed them- 
selves in two provinces of intellectual activity, which 
could not fiail to exert great influence on historio- 
graphy. These provinces were classical philology, and 
politics ; that is, the internal civil life of a people. 
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In classical philology, within the last ten years of the 
preceding century, there had grown up in Germany 
a new method of critidsm, which for boldness, acute- 
ness, and delicacy, was superior to all that had gone 
before it. This found its earliest oianifestation, and 
one that excited the greatest attention, in the famous 
disquisitiona of Wolf, concerning the origin and authors 
of the Homeric songs. In its wider and more general 
appUcation, this method of criticism led to the conriction, 
that eren the authority of ancient testimony is not 
sufficient to determine the author and the date of a 
work, unless it coincides with internal signs and evidence. 
Whenever these principles were applied to history, it 
was inevitable that the criticism which Ues at its 
foundation should take a new form. It was seen that 
the use of any sources of history must be preceded 
by researches into their genuineness, and not merely 
into the genuineness of those which we possoss, but 
also into the genuineness of those which are lost to us, 
but from which authors still extant have drawn their 
statements. 

The other influence which helped to give a new 
form to historiography, proceeded from the great 
historical events of the age, — the American and French 
revolutions. These revolutions first brought men to 
feel that, in the history of a State, the chief stress ought 
not to be laid on those things which had hitherto been 
almost its sole topics, — ^wars, treaties, internal dis- 
turbances and struggles, and the personal relations of 
princes, — but on the growth of its form of government 
and constitution,^-on everything which serves to throw 
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light on the relation of the whole people to the hfe of 
the State. Hov completely had this been oeglected up 
to that time t Even in your England, \rhere the idea 
of free citizenship had long ago awaltened to actire and 
conscious life, a thinker like Hume could assign su<^ 
topics their place in appendices which he entitled 
"Miscellaneous TrauBactioofi." How long was it ere 
a Hallam coucelred the idea of a " Constitutional 
History 1 " And a profound and spirited description of 
the condition of a people, in relation to its political 
principles and endearours, such as is presented hj 
the third chapter of Macaulay's admirable work, is the 
product of tiie present age alone. 

Permit me to draw your attention, however, to the 
&ct, that in this field too, the Germans were the first to 
break the soil Soon after Uie outbreak of the first 
French Revolution, Spittler, of Gottingen, wrote a very 
clever and profound Hand-book of the History of the 
European States, in which their history is treated 
altogether with reference to their constitutional develop- 
ment, but which is, after all, a mere sketch, a skeleton, 
which the lectures of the author were to clothe with 
flesh and blood. 

Some other writers on history had also begun to 
assign to this most important subject, a more promi- 
nent place than it formerly occupied. Thus, to some 
extent, Niebuhr had predecessors in this direction, 
when he placed the Roman constitution, and the 
struggles to which it gave rise, in the very for^round 
of his picture. But he had none in the appHcatioii 
to history, of the method of criticism which had made 
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such great advances ia philology. And what ia still 
more, he was the first to combine both tendencies, 
a combination for which he possessed endowments 
rarely found in any age. 

In his History of Rome, Niebuhr commenced the 
erectiott of an edifice, in the construction of which he 
would not employ the very smallest stone until he had 
carefully examined its fitness. Furnished with a 
comprehensive and profound acquaintance with the 
languages and hterature of antiquity, he was fully 
qualified to apply the principles of the new tendency 
in philological criticism on a far wider scale, by the 
most acute examination and analysis of the original 
sources of history. What had hitherto (with a few 
exceptions which attracted no attention) been termed 
historical critidam, consisted partly in a reckless 
scepticism, which rejected entirely the remains of 
whole periods, — as Hume says, "The first page of 
Thucydidea is in my opinion the commencement of real 
history," — partly in testing contradictory statements 
in the accounts of the narrators of isolated events, by 
their greater or less probability. Another step had 
been taken shortly before Kiebuhr's time. Instead of 
credulously receiving, or absolutely rejecting the whole, 
an efibrt was made to pick out the kernel of historic^ 
truth, from the midst of the mythical elements with 
which it was mixed up in tradition. But Niebuhr did 
not stop here. He comprehended in the fullest extent 
the changes which the objective, positive, and actual 
historical truth must undergo, in its subjective trans- 
mission, and the influence of which perpetuated itself 
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to after ages. Hence arose the foUo\riiig qaestions, 
which the true method of critidsm must answer, before 
deciding on the trustworthiness of the original sources : 
— What would such a century, according to its modes 
of thought, be able and desirons to hand down to 
posterity ? How has that which has been thus trans- 
mitted, been by later historians received, added to, or 
altered 1 1. According to some general ccmception of 
the earlier period which had become corrent in their 
day. 2. According to their greater or less ability 
to test what they have received. 3. Or according to 
their political party-spirit, which often throws its own 
colouring over men's views of the past ? These critical 
principles lead to the most fertile results. It follows 
from them, among other things, that narrations of 
events mnst be estimated, not merely by their own 
intrinsic degree of credibility, but also by the whole 
position of the narrator ; a principle which had formerly 
been applied, only where the veracity, or want of 
veracity, in an author was already generally acknow- 
ledged. Further, that some fragments of an account, 
accidentally preserved, and overlooked or rejected by 
later writers, may contain the truth in far greater 
purity, than a detaQed narration which has come down 
to uB in its integrity. To seize the true meaning, and 
supply the deficiencies of such a fragment — from which 
Niebuhr sometimes extracted the most astonishing 
results — certainly demanded his dehcate appreciation 
of style, and his power of divination. In the way in 
which he sometimes brou^t some important relation 
to light from a few mutilated lines, he resembled such 
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a naturalist as Curier, who from the fragments of a 
bone, determined the conformation of an extinct species 
of animals. 

But Niebuhr was no less pre-eminently qualified for 
the pohtical part of his taik. He had early entered the 
invaluable school of public life, where he had acquired 
an unusually keen and penetrating eye for all political 
relations, tmd where many things came within the circle 
of his personal experience that can never be learned 
from books. He made himself acquainted with the most 
various spheres of action ; scarcely anything which could 
be rendered instructive from any point of view, was 
without interest to his ever eager thirst for knowledge. 
Hence he was able to take a practical and technical 
view of subjects, which most learned men know only by 
name, or from superficial descriptions. 

Thus he made far higher demands than most on 
archseology, or a knowledge of the conditions and 
circumstances of the nations of antiquity. That bare 
acquaintance with particular usages or forms, unaccom- 
panied by insight into their meaning, with which the 
merely book>leamed content themselves, went for very 
httle wiUi him ; on the contrary, he strove to attun 
such a conception of ancient institutions, that their 
mutual dependence, their appIicatioD, their practical 
working seemed to be preserved, in all their Hving 
activity, to his eyes. In accounts where hia prede- 
cessors, who had made no such demands, had found no 
difSculties, nothing problematic, he encountered chasms, 
difficulties, impossibihties. In the attempt to remove 
these, and to form to himself a consistent picture of 
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the whole, he was often compeHed to forsake established 
opinions, and to throw out new hypotheses, which he waa 
enabled to suggest and maintain by the rich variety of 
his learning, the acuteness of his criticism, and his 
genius for combination. Criticism here showed itself as 
not merely negaflre, but as the stimulant and aaaistant 
to creative energy, while a vivid imagination helped the 
author to perfect his production. For imagination, if 
understood, not in t^e sense of an absolutely unfettered 
invention, but as the gift of restoring distinct outlines 
and colouring, to dim and faded forms, is as essential to 
the historical inquirer as to the poet, who does not 
decorate the materials furnished by history at his own 
iree will, but colours the given outlines, according to 
conditions involved in their very nature. 

The great and excellent qualities of Niebuhr*8 histo- 
riography grew from the same roots, which by a certain 
inward necessity produced the defects which may 
be laid to its charge ; they are the inevitable shadow 
which accompanies, and exists only in virtue o^ the 
dazzling light. If Niebuhr sometimes brought forward 
too daring hypotheses with the greatest confidence, it 
was because he was carried away by the extraordinary 
vividness of his conceptions ; if, at a later period 
he nevertheless exchanged these opinions for others, 
it was but in consequence of his never- wearied enthu- 
siasm and love of research ; If his narrative is often 
interrupted and disturbed by long disquisitions, the 
cause must be sought in the power and importance 
of the analytical and critical clement, which according 
to Niehubr's method, necessarily formed the chief basis 
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of hia History. And the same cause necessarily occa- 
sioned the inequality of his style and language. 

The writers who were incited through the influence 
of Niebuhr to new researches into the Roman history, 
occupy very different positions in relation to him. 
With some, reverence, admiration, and agreement pre- 
ponderate. Among these is your fellow-countryman, 
Dr. Arnold, who, had a longer life been granted him, 
would no doubt have been the most worthy to carry 
forvrard the immortal work. Others concede to Niebuhr 
only a certain portion of his results, and set up other 
views in oppodtion to the remainder : others again 
controvert almost all his opinions. But all, with very 
rare esceptions, are standing on his ground ; they have 
appropriated to themselves bis critical method, and are 
fighting a great author with weapons which they have 
borrowed from himself I share the conviction of many 
very clear-sighted men, that the most imporiant of 
Niebuhr's results with regard to the earlier portion of 
the History of Rome, will remain as an enduring pos- 
session to science. But supposing, even, that all the 
positive results of these researches proved untenabK 
it would still be a great and glorious victory that bis 
very antagonists had been forced to adopt his method : 
this method alone would secure a high position in all 
ages for Niebuhr's efforts in the development of science. 

Inquiries into other periods have also yielded &ir 
fruits to men who have prosecuted them after hia 
example, and following in his footsteps ; though many 
are unaware of the influence of this model on others, 
and even on themselves. For it is the highest victory 
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of a new method, when it carries away with it a man 
of intellect without hia becomiDg consdous whence the 
tendency which he is obeying is derived. No doubt, 
many would shake their heads over some of these asser- 
tions, and would say that the principles of criticism, 
which I have ascribed to Niehuhr, had long been 
acknowledged and applied. But this is a mistake ; 
they confound the presentiments and vague intimations 
of the right method, and an occasional application of it, 
with its filU admission into science. It would be easy 
for me to prove this by a series of examples, did space 
permit 

LOEBBLL. 

BOHH, 3rd tf* OeUbtF, 18S1. 
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NIBBUHR AS A DIPLOMATIST IN ROME.' 

BT THE CHBTALIEB BUNSEN. 

To sketch a picture of Niebuhr'e life in Italy, is a 
task as attractive as it is difficult to the friend in whose 
inmost soul this picture reposes like a jewel among the 
treasures of a happy and cTentful past. Whether it 
can ever be attempted to present something not quite 
unworthy of this picture and this past, must, like so 
many other tilings, be left to futurity and fate. That 
it cannot be done now, is aa certain as, that if it could 
be done, this is not the place for it. In the Introduction 
prefixed to this section of the letters, by the friendly 
hand that accompanied this great mind with faith- 
fiUness and affection through his changeful outward 
and inward life, a delineation has been given equally 
dignified and simple, which will suffice for a general 
understanding of his history during the embassy in 
Rome. Enough Ues before us, in this collection of 
letters, which is perhaps the moat valuable presented 
to the world, in this country or in any period ; — ^lastly, 
any one who has lived in the present age, which 
forms the setting to this remarkable and venerable 
picture, may know enough of it to enable him, with the 

* Thii Essaywaiwiittan tor the Lebeniiuchricbten,wb«ra it iriUba found, 
ToL ill, p. 308. 
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assistaQce here afforded, to trace the outliDefi without 
further aid, and from them to derive a fresh insight 
into, and a deeper knowledge of, Niebuhr and his times. 
But it is beyond the province of any one section of his 
biography to fill up these outUnes into a complete 
picture, — to give an account of every single feature, 
of every acddeotal circimistance, of every apparent 
contradiction, — to exhibit the facts in conoexioo with 
each other, and with the present age. Niebnhr's intel- 
lect and iomOBt life were moulded at one cafit, and the 
profoundest explanations of each portion he in the 
whole, and can only be rendered intelligible by a 
successful representation of this whole. But such a one 
is at prraent, in my opinion, quite impossible. Niebuhr's 
inmost hfe is more intimately connected with the 
deepest movements, combinations, and stru^les of 
suffering humanity in his own day, than that of any 
other great writer of his nation, or, I venture to say, of 
his age. He felt as a man, and sympathised with, 
observed, and thought for his fellow-men. While in so 
many memoirs, with which the present age is inundated, 
and the future is intended to be deceived, the individual 
endeavours to represent himself to us as the centre of 
the eventa with which he was connected, a true biography 
of Niebuhr, on the contrary, would exhibit him as pro- 
foundly occupied with the universal weal and woe, finding 
solace and light upon tJie clear mountain-summits of 
antiquity, and erecting his rostra amid the noblest 
scenes of departed ages. It is a task imperative upon 
his future biographer to trace this influence in his 
writings as in lus life. But just in so far as such a 
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delineation would bring into prominence the great and 
significant characteristics of his mind and life, it must 
be evident that, at the present time, it is impossible to 
proclaim that verdict upon human relations which they 
echo to the age just fled, and to th« present, which will 
soon be numbered with it. Niebuhr took a position at 
once decided and modest, with regard to his age. While 
the antiquity which he described stood before his mind's 
eye like the present ; so the present, in which he lived, 
was to him history, and, in all essential matters, he 
never surrendered himself to it in any other sense than 
the bistoriau does to the past ages on which he sits in 
judgment ; — loving it, but with the repressed sorrow of 
aspiration; — sympathising with it, but not enjoying 
it ; — combatiog folly and mckeduess, but, for the most 
part, without any expectation of benefiting those whom 
he judges ; — with scarcely a hope of victory for 
himself and the iriends and fellow-thinkers to whom he 
utters his prophetic cry : yet, with all this, susceptible 
to every breath of life that blows upon him in the sultiy 
atmosphere of reality, — thankful for every gleam of hope 
.that casts a passing radiance on his dark and weary 
path. From such visitations he gathers fresh life ; the 
former feeling constantly depresses and paralyses him. 
The destiny of humanity, the welfare of his fatherland, 
and the fate of its friends, these great points, without 
externally influencing his personal condition, affect him 
not less than the life of his own frieods, and the welfare 
of the dear ones to whom he has given his full heart of 
love ; and if he expresses himself less frequently and 
iiilly about the former than about the latter, or for bng 
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together suppresses all mention of them, his inward 
feeling for them is but the stronger and more oppreanve. 
This is the key-note which vibrates through every part 
of Niebuhr's mature life, and that began while he was a 
mere youth. 

To catch this tone from bis own mouth, documents 
would have to be printed -which, it is to be hoped that 
our children will see ; nay, if we were but to follow ita 
echo through the extracts from his corresptrndence now 
lying before us, it would be necessary to consider rela- 
tions belonging to the present as well as the past, and 
to place under the focus of history, those confused and 
fluctuating, erroneous and false representations of his 
contemporaiies, which distressed Kiebuhr, and against 
which he combated. Let him do this who can. Here 
we shall not even attempt to gire a picture of any part 
of that dark and mournful section of his life, coraprimng 
seven years and a half, whidi was so highly unfavour- 
able to his fertility as an historian, and yet, in many 
respects, so important to himself to science and the 
world. In this Essay we shall only endeavour briefly 
to characterise Niebuhr as a diplomatist in Rome, his 
conduct in diplomatic life, and his views of the rela^ 
tions themselves which he was called upon to discuss 
and regulate, so &r as it appears necessary to an 
understanding and justification of his letters. 

Niebuhr's views of the diplomacy and diplomatic life 
of our times, were by no means ideal. The prevalence of 
hollow phrases, instead of a dispassionate survey of each 
circumstance as it presents itself, — the growing rarity of 
a knowledge of civil and international law, and their 
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application in the intercourse of nations, vith the 
spread of general, abstract modes of speech, open 
to the misconstructions of caprice and the passions of 
the day — these fancied miraculous expedients of a great 
part of modern diplomacy, — ^were not less repugnant to 
his inmost nature, than were the inanity and tedium to 
which the sodal intercourse of the higher circles in most 
parts of Europe is condemned, sometimes by fancied 
notions of propriety, sometimes by the irresistible 
attraction oi mutual affinity. He often used to say, in 
jest, "The name diplomatist is a striking proof that the 
once favourite derivations of words from their contraries 
(as lucus a mm lucendo) are not quite to be rejected ; for 
it is evident, that the greater part of the diplomatists in 
our day are only called so because they do not .know 
how to read a diploma {& non legendo diplomata)/* 

The customary diplomatic mode of life he used to 
term faga vacui, and to say of it what he had said 
in his youth of the great parties at the otherwise so 
agreeable house of his amiable friend Count Schimmel- 
mann, and which Miy one who chooses may hear from 
his own lips. Idle taXk upon matters of lofly import, 
and a dwelling with pleasure upon trifling topics, were 
equally abhorrent to him. I shall never forget how 
Niebuhr spoke at a princely table in Borne, during the 
bloody scenes in Greece, of Suli and the Suliotes, and 
the future of the Christian Hellenes, in much the same 
terms as he has spoken to posterity in a pass^e of his 
Roman History, which breathes a noble indignation and 
a sense that the brand of in&my still cleaves to us. 
The prince, a hifi^-minded, amiable, and intelligent man. 
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liatened, as did his guests, with attention and sympathy ; 
a serious mood seemed to come orer the vhole party. 
A pause occiured. One of the guests, a diplomatist 
of Hephistophelion aspect and spedea, took advantage 
of it to turn the conversation. One of the eternally 
repeated triSes of the day, a so-called piece of news 
that must be repeated to the prince, was skilliilly \ised 
as a stepping-stone, and in ten minutes the whole table 
was alive with a dispute between the Bpofcesmao and 
another person who had contradicted him upon a most 
important point ; — what " Aurora " signified in the 
slang of the Boman coffee-houses, whether a mixture of 
chocolate with coffee or not Niebuhr was silent At 
last, with quiet earnestness and dignified mien, he spoke 
these words ; — " What heavy chastisements must be 
still in store for us, when, in such times, and with such 
events occurring around us, we can be entertained with 
such Duserable trifles 1 " All were mute, and Niebuhr 
also ; a long pause ensued, and the mysteries of the 
Caf£ Nuovo and the dwarf Bajocco were not mentioned 
again that day. 

" Those were, after all, different times," he would say, 
*' when Hugo Orotius lived in the great world ; indeed 
we might be well pleased if intelloctual conversations, 
like those described and handed down to us from the 
times of Louis XIV., and bis successors up to the French 
Eevolution, were not banished from our diplomatic 
dinners as de mauvais ton. Who was ashfuned then to 
speak of an important iutellectual production as of an 
event? — to express his enjoyment of Uterature, his 
interest in intellectual life \ The taste of that age was 
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not indeed worth much, but it wits at least a Bign of 
life. There are, however, good and sufficient reasons 
for the phenomenon ; much is owing to the altematioa 
of political excitement and exhaustion, much to the 
endless dlviBions and diversions of society, and to the 
prominence of the politics of the day, and yet on this 
topic, very few can go beyond the hollow phrases of 
our time, and no one will talk except in a tHe-d-tete." 
The ostentation, the extravagance, and the ruinous 
habit of contracting debts necessarily involved in suoh a 
mode of life, were naturally not less intolerable to him. 
" Where will all this «nd," he often exclaimed, " but with 
the universal bankruptcy towards which Europe is 
tending in the first general crisis % " " No diplomatist 
should lay by a penny of the salary which he receives 
in order to do honour to his country in his station, and 
to show hospitality to Lis countrymen," was another of 
his sayings ; " with most there is littie danger of this ; 
but no one has a right to demand of him that he should 
spend his own property io addition, least of all for such 
objects." 

The sacrifices he entailed upon himself by such 
views,' — and views were with him inflexible principles, 
and maxims of life, a confession of faith, — the annoy- 
ances that awaited him, the misconstructions, nay 
slanders, to which he exposed himself were by no 
means unknown to him when he decided upon accepting 
the embassy to Kome. But he had probably not fully 
reahsed what an oppressive influence they would 
actually exercise upon him, a pressure hke that of a 
sultry and unhealthy atmosphere. It must, however^ 
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be remembered that he had neTer reckoned npon 
remaining more than three or four yeara absent from 
Germany. A 'wide sphere of actiritj was not only in 
itsolf as much a neceBsity to his mind, as leisure for the 
investigation and representation of antiquity, in a cirde 
of betoTed sympathising friends or fellow-'workers ; he 
had been used to it from hia youth up, and eren his 
most learned investigatioDS were based upon the con- 
templation of those public and social relations which 
are more or less perfectly expressed and mirrored in 
the circles of diplomatic life. I believe I may venture 
to say, that no eminent practical statesman in Europe, 
whose name will be mentioned with honour after his 
death, ever left Niebuhr after a conversation upon either 
past or fnesent poUtical relations, without the highest 
respect for his intellect and heart ; in &ct I h&ve never 
heard the most distinguished of them speak of him but 
with admiration of his intellect and knowledge, and 
reverence for his exalted sentimente^ however much 
they might differ from him in soda! habits or national 
views. This frank appredation of Kiebuhr by distin- 
guished EFtatesmen gave him great pleasure, although 
it sometimes pained him to find himself better under- 
stood, and his views regarded with greater sympathy 
in Eingland and France, than in (Germany and among 
Germans. 

His motto, " Tecum haiita," his own ill health, and 
still more that of his wife, together with fais limited 
means, kept him from living in an espensive manner, 
and led him to take no larger a share in diplomatic 
parties and festivities than, was rendered necessary by 
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his poBition, or might be or appear condudTe to the 
service of the King and the objects of his mission. And 
in this respect, Niebuhr recc^nised the pecaltar adTan- 
tages afforded by Rome for his habits and views of hfe. 
What in other capitals and courts is a necessity (though 
not to the extent it is said to be),— the joining in the 
social whirl that involves still more loss of time than 
of money, and deadens the intellect still more than it 
wastes the time, is in Rome of no political importance 
whatever. " What a blessing it is," he used to say in. 
bis merry moods, " that there are no court ladies here ; 
it is so difficult for me to distinguish one from another." 
He generally declined the invitations of foreigners of 
rank, because he could not return them ; this hindered 
him from forming fiunily connexions, but not frt>m 
intercourse wi& the distinguished men who sought 
his society. He never frequented entertainments 
among the Italians ; he was to a certain extent glad 
that that nation, who bore so little resemblance to their 
great fore&ithers, had not the remotest suspicion that 
the historian of Rome, and the greatest scholar of the 
age, was living in the midst of them. He was much 
obhged to them for leaving him in peace as a quiet 
fimofo, and contenting themselves with occasionally 
imparting instruction to him. In ref^^nce to the 
instruction thus imparted in long calls and similar 
molestations, he used to say, "We do the Romans 
injustice when we say that not a true word comes out 
of their mouth ; they say at least one true thing in every 
call, namely their farewell formula, ' a^io Le Imerd 
rincommodo' " 
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During the first part of his staj, he was ready to 
associate with the scholars of Rome, properly so called^ 
in their own peculiar sphere, and it was enough for him 
to learn that Nibbj (a young man alluded to in one of 
the foregoing letters from Rome) was studying Greek 
for the sake of carrying on antiquarian researches, — 
an unheard-of circumstance at that time among the 
professed antiquarians, — to induce him to invite him 
frequently in the erenings, and encourage him in his 
labours. But even this connexion with the learned men 
of Rome was not of long continuance. How inudi 
sympathy and enthusiasm real Italian genius inspired 
in Niebuhr, and what a deep feeling he had for its 
peculiar greatness and elegance, was displayed moat 
touchingly when he met with Count Giacomo Leopardi. 
I still remember the day when he entered with 
unwonted viracity the office in which I was writing, and 
exclaimed, " I must drive out directly to seek out the 
greatest philological genius of Italy that I have as yet 
heard of, and make his acquaintance. Just look at the 
man's critical remarks upon the Chronicle of Busebius. 
What acuteness ! what real erudition I I have never seen 
anything like it before in this country. I must see the 
man." In two hours he came back. " I found him at 
last, with a great deal of trouble, in a garret of the 
Palazzo Matci ; instead of a man of mature age, I 
found a youth of two or three and twenty, deformed, 
weakly, and who has never had a good teacher, but has 
fed his intellect upon the books of bis grandfather; 
in his father's house at Rocanati ; has read the classics 
and the Fathers ; is at the same time, as I hear, one of 
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the first poets and writers of his nation, and is withal 
poor, neglected, and eyidently depressed. One sees in 
him what genius this richly endowed nation possesses." 
Capei has given a pleasing and true description of the 
astonishment experienced by both the great men at 
their first meeting ; of the tender affection with which 
Kiebuhr regarded Leopardi, and all that he did for him. 
This, and the subsequent fate of this great and noble- 
minded man, who ended his joyless life in 1837, do not 
belong here ; bat the trait we have mentioned is charac- 
teristic of Niebuhr's social life in Rome, and important 
for the prevention of misunderstandiDgs which might be 
occasioned by isolated passages in his letters. Especially 
characteristic, however, was his affection and concern for 
the Prussian and Grerman disciples of art and science 
who were in Rome with him. He considered it as his 
duty, and an agreeable part of his vocation, to render 
them assistance, to encourage and further them in their 
studies, and to devote to them the time of which he 
was so sparing towards men of mere show and fashion. 
To Niebuhr belongs the glory of having been the first 
to recognise the men who have founded the German 
historical school of painting, — which, after phUosophy, 
poetry, and philology, is of all the manifestations of 
the German mind of this epoch, the most important to 
the history of humanity ; — of having loved them ; of 
having encouraged them with a devoted friendship, as 
modest as it was generous, and rendered tiem peeuniaiy 
assistance when necessary. They are now appreciated 
and admired both in their own country and abroad ; at 
that time, they were the martyrs of an exalted and 
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noble aspiration that had to figbt its \raj through the 
wickedness not less than the shalloTmeaa of the times, 
and against which, the low and false taste of the leading 
connoisseurs and patrons of art of that day, had joined 
in a conspiracy with the licentiousness and incapadty 
of most of the artists. Niebuhr recognised in these 
aspirations of men Uke Cornelius, Overbeck, Philip Veit 
and William Scfaadow, — aspirations whidi had hitherto 
giren but few outward signs of their existence, — a fresh 
impulse, — closely connected in essence with the other 
great movements of the nation, — of that re-awakened 
and life-begetting genius of Germany, which had 
inspired Lessing, Eant, and Goethe, — had prepared a 
new spiritual epoch of humanity by means of a pro- 
founder philosophy and a living historical science ; — and 
finally, had animated the noblest minds, and through 
them the whole nation, with a self-sacrificing public 
spirit, that bad led them amidst national songs and 
hymns with joy and faith to battle and to death, for 
the cause of ^eir king and their father-land. The 
remembrance of 1813 was still warm in every heart 
when Niebuhr came to Rome, as it was in him to his 
last hour. The modem German art, — ^the only one 
which deserves this name, — came into being at the same 
time, after similar mental struggles ; and though it 
arose in a foreign land, yet it was impressed with the 
spirit of the nation, and laboured in its service. That 
this school alone had struck out the right path and was 
pursuing the proper aim, could not but be recognised 
by him, who had already so early perceived and admired 
in the great historical artists, from Giotto to Raphael, 
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the compeers of the ancient Hellenic Bdiools of art, the 
brethren in spirit of Dante and Goethe. In spite of 
the individual defects and incompleteness of the early 
vorks of this modem school, Niebuhr perceived in ite 
founders and their productions, the vital prindple 
which animated them in their opposition to the spirit of 
the age, and had confidence in that creative povrer 
which had united itself with dear insight and a deter- 
mined wilL To this fiiith he adhered with unshaken 
firmness, and on it he acted, at a time when the germ 
from which he expected and announced a great and 
historically important development was wholly unknown 
or unappreciated in Qermany, while in Borne it was 
despised, derided, and vituperated, as it would be even 
now, in many parts of his own country, if men dared 
to give vent to their secret aversion. This recognition 
of a spiritual phenomenon in its first beginnings, is one 
of the numerous and most remarkable prophetic traits 
in Niebuhr's mind, and all the more striking, because, of 
all spiritual phenomena, none lay farther from him, 
judging (earn his peculiar cast of mind and the history 
of his life, than the arts of painting and sculpture. It 
is not only meritorious but worthy of fame in after 
ages, when the powerful ones of the earth protect and 
encourage the great and noble productions of sdence 
and art ; but it is a much rarer and more blessed 
thing — only given to the open eye of genius and to 
the quiet and humbly-Iistemng ear of a noble-minded 
.man, to recognise greatness in its bitter root, in its 
harsh and repulsive husk, and to tend the future all- 
conquering genius with love and reverence, when his 
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young pinioDB lie as jet folded in inactivity. When, 
further, Emch a &culty is fotmd at an adranced period 
of life, in a state of mental depreadon, vhen the 
magic of youth has vanished, the bloom of life foded, 
the eye, to use a touching expression of Niebuhr's, is 
filled -with sand ; then, such an enthusiasm as Niebubr 
experienced, and expressed and unalterably retained 
for those efforts, becomes vrorthy of all reverence. 
Certainly and verj naturally, this enthusiasm took a 
personal character ; Niehuhr knew no other, because 
he beheved in no spiritual power apart from personality, 
and looked upon all else as only its embryo, or husk, or 
scoria; but Niebuhr did not love the art because he 
had a blind personal love for those who confessed and 
sought to establish it ; he loved its disciples, because he 
recognised that which th^ adored to he true art, living 
and putting forth proo& of its power in them. A 
personal prepossession might, perhaps, have been able 
to bUnd him for a time, but the delusion would soon 
hare found its own punishment, and the undeserved 
&vour have been changed into decided avemon. This 
distinction is absolutely necessary in order not to 
misunderstand Niebuhr : he hated what he conmdered 
as evil with conscientious vehemence, but he loved what 
he deemed worthy of love with passion, and, what is 
rarely united with it, constancy. 

Such were Niebuhr's views of diplomatic life, and 
such was his own life as a diplomatist. Who co\ild vnsh 
that he should have apphed differently the leisure that 
remained to him in social intercourse ? How many 
still bless him to whom he devoted this leisure in order 
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to elerate their mindE^ to purify their hearty to warn 
them against the perils of the age, to be a brother and 
a father to them in counsel and deed ? And who of 
the rest frould novi thank him for having invited them 
to balls and dinners l Niebuhr, however, was extremely 
ready to show honour and hospitality to all his country- 
men according to his abiUty, when he was not repelled 
in the first instance by vulgar arrogance ; this was the 
case sometimes, and to this refer expressions such 
as those of the 7th of April, 1821 ; but he never 
experienced anything of the kind fi-om foreigners. 
Once, during the time he was in office, he had occasion 
to give a great entertainment ; it was on the visit of 
the Chancellor of State, Prince Hardenberg, in 1821. 
Its object was, to make the Prince acquunted with tJie 
Boman nobility and the rest of the high sodety in 
Rome, and at the same time to present his countrymen 
to him. Niebuhr could not bring himself to give a 
baU. It was therefore necessary to contrive a musical 
entertainment. Niebuhr abhorred the modern Italian 
operatic music. It seemed to him appropriate to have 
the music which is pecuhor to Borne, and is unlike 
anything else in the world, performed before the 
Chancellor ; this was all the more natural, as it is 
considered a part of don ton throughout Europe, that 
every foreigner should have heard the celebrated 
singing in the Sistlne Chapel during Passion week, 
although most of these hearers do not care the least 
about the matter in their hearts, but hate it as much 
as the modem composers despise it ; like Voltaire, who 
smiles superciliously at the Iliad. A few weeks before. 
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he had had the same music performed for his former 
chef and warm friend, the noble Baron Von Stein, 
which had made a deep impression upon the two 
friends, who were both in general comparatirely insen- 
sible to the influence of music, as well as upon the 
assembled company. The idea was, therefore, canied 
out on the present occasion with augmented appliances. 
Prince Christian of Denmark, and his consort, honoured 
the festival with their presence. The conversation 
which preceded the music was very animated ; the 
arrangements and entertainment received applause. 
But when afterwards, the gay assemblage repaired to 
the brilliantly lighted saloon of the palace, where the 
choir awaited them in a gallery in the back ground, and 
suddenly, sixteen singers from the Chapel filled the 
apartment with the subhme Btrains of another world, the 
assembly was evideutiy seized with a peculiar feeling. 
Haoy grew quite uneasy when i^>eech suddenly died on 
the hps, and jests and playfulness found no response ; 
some were positively driven out of the saloon and the 
house by the serious turn which the affair had taken, 
and all found themselves in a different mood from that 
in which they had entered the room, or which they 
had anticipated. The aatis&ction of the Prince and 
Princess, and the joyful thanks of several fellow- 
conntrymen, and a few foreigners, rewarded Niebufar 
for the ungrateful task of fovviding a more worthy 
entertainment for his guests than they were used to, 
and for the mortification of being reminded by the 
ill-humour of others of a certain scriptural lesstm 
respecting pearls. Had Niebuhr wanted any foriher 
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consolation, he would have been amply satisfied by 
the circumstance, that, in the following year, his King 
expressly requested that this music might be per- 
formed before him at the entertainment given him 
by Cardinal Gonsalvi, on which occasion the company 
was never weary of praising the music and the taste of 
the selector. 

In the foregoing letters, Niebuhr briefly mentions 
having received the grand cross of the Leopold order 
from the Emperor of Austria. The cause of this mark 
of distinction deserves to be more particularly men- 
tioned. When the van of the imperial army had 
reached Rome by forced marches, and an instant attack 
on the passes of Antrodoco appeared to be the surest 
means of putting an immediate and bloodless end to 
the Neapolitan revolution, the military chests were 
foimd to be exhausted. Some hundred thousands of 
jQorins were absolutely necessary if operations were to 
be carried on. The house of Torlonia, to whom apph* 
cation was made, declared themselves ready to advance 
the sum, if Niebuhr would give bills for the amount on 
^e SeehandluDg in Berlin. The imperial ambassador 
laid the state of the case before him. Kiebuhr re- 
cognised its urgency, and undertook the responsibility 
without hesitation ; nay, in order to obtain the full 
amount desired, he took up a considerable sum, on 
his own personal credit, from the Prussian Consul- 
general Yalentini. By this means the business was 
■settied in a few days, and the progress of the under- 
taking secured. The government at Berlin sanctioned 
the proceeding of their envoy, and the Emperor 
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expressed his gratitude by the aboTe-mentioDed maik 
of distiDction. 

But we must hasten to conclude our sketch of 
Kiebohr's diplomatic life, if we are not to exceed our 
intended Umits. Before we proceed to the second part 
of these notices, we wish to say a few words about 
Niebuhr as a diplomatic man of business. Few men of 
80 much genius hare erer conducted business with such 
order. Kiebuhr's conscientiousness effected, in a higher 
sphere, what in others is done by habit and outward 
rules. His business style was peculiar without being 
doctrinaire ; his reports and not^ will always appear 
to OS at least a model of clear and business-like writing, 
unless we are to take the clumsiness of the usual 
German business style, and the hollow poverty of l^e 
ordiDary diplomatic notes, as our ideal. Those who 
only know Niebuhr's style from hia writings, would be 
incUned to expect too great brevity, and a somewhat 
obscure conciseness ; but quite erroneously. The state- 
ment is throughout flowing and easy, pur^y business- 
like, and addressed to the practical statesman ; althou^ 
lis some one has naively remarked of his conversation, 
one must take care not to let one's attention be dis- 
tracted. His political memorials are unequalled models 
of statesman-like writing, even apart from t^eir varied 
and weighty contents. Their straightforwardness and 
frankness give a faithful representation of tfae manner 
in which Niebuhr constantly applied his rich treasure 
of knowledge, experience, and reflection to the require- 
ments of the present, kept the universal ever in view, 
:and brought all that occurred to him in the course 
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of hia expositions to bear upon the welfare of his 
fotherUuid. A time Trill come, when the circumstanceB 
treated of in those reports and memorials will become a 
matter of history, and most of the contemporary diplo- 
matic papers will be left to moulder in obhrion. Kot 
till then will it be really known what Niebuhr was. 

His written narratives and expositions were also a 
faithful picture of the manner in which he conducted 
Torbal negotiations and dehberations. The greatest 
honesty appeared to him the highest wisdom, assuming 
that the negotiator is perfectly acquainted with his 
own wishes and clainis, and as much so as possible with 
the aims and power of the other party. With this 
principle, Kiebuhr commenced his career in Rome, and 
never forsook it ; and, if we may judge from the results, 
never had cause to repent of his fidehty to it. 

This naturally leads us to the second point on which 
a few hints and explanations seem indispensably neces- 
sary ; namely, Niebuhr's views respecting the nego- 
tiations with Home, and the relations of Protestant 
governments m general to the papal chair. Evon 
durii^ his lifetime, Kiebuhr was censured and mis- 
understood by some of his early friends, on account of 
his views on this subject ; . and it may be foreseen that 
now, when that point has become one of the vital 
questions of the day, nothing will be 1^ untried, 
particularly by the opposito party, on the one hand, to 
bring him into opposition with himself, or with the 
-government which he served with all the powers of his 
mind and soul ; and on the other to weaken, by 
calumnies, the testimony of the first historian of Europe 
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respecting that of which be yraa a witn^s. Some 
might, for instance, attempt to infer from the expres- 
sions in the letter to Ferth^ of September, 1815, 
(p. 14), that he bad submitted to become the organ 
and defender of a system of government^ witii reference 
to the Romish Church, that in his conscience he dis- 
approved. To obviate this and similar misconcepticniB, 
and to give a correct idea of Niebahr's posilion in 
Rome, is the sole object of the following remarks, and 
vill form a sufficient justification of him to every 
unprejudiced person. 

That letter to Ferth^ is certainly a most remarkaUe 
one. It is written in the period succeeding Amelia's 
death, in which Niebuhr was living, as it were, in the 
presence of the loved departed one ; his heart was full 
of Borrowfid affection, free from bitterness or violence, 
but also without hope or care for the concerns of this 
life. This state of mind often allows his prophetic gift 
with regard to his own future to appear with peculiar 
prominence, and those lines exhibit a very striking 
instance of it But to tmderstand rightly what he there 
says of the conflict with his convictions, in which his 
official duties in Rome would place him, we should first 
look at the extremely important letter to Madame 
Hensler, of the 15th of October, 1815 (p. 18), whidi 
developes his ideas more clearly. Then, too, it must be 
remembered, that Niebuhr had not at that time received 
his instructions, which were not sent to him till the 
summer of 1820, after he had been learning the position 
of affairs in Rome, fr^m personal observation, for nearly 
four years, and fiilly expressed his views in all reapectB 
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to his goTermnent, and come to an understaDfling with 
them ; so that the despatches which reached him at last 
may be said to have been the result of this under- 
standiug. Much light is thrown upon these circum- 
stances by the confidential expression of his wishes 
and counsels, with regard to some leading principles, 
contained in the important and beautiful letter to 
Nicolovius of the 22nd of January, 1817 (p. 83). His 
expressions on the termination of the negotiations are 
not less conclusive against such a supposition, as may 
be seen by comparing the letter (p. 212), with his 
statements : " I have obtained things which have never 
before been conceded ; " " I can look with satisfaction 
upon the negotiation now ended ; all has been accom- 
plished that could have been, in accordance with the 
instructions received," 

In order, however, to understand all such passages, 
as fully as every reader woiild wish to do, especially at 
the present moment, it is necessary to give a general 
outline of Niebuhr's p<»ition in relation to the views 
most prevalent in Germany, which each can fill up 
afterwards for him8el£ Niebuhr has stated his senti- 
ments on this subject so often, and to so many by word 
of mouth, as well as in writing, that it is scarcely neces- 
sary expressly to remark, that what is here said fiows 
from no source which might be considered as helonguog 
to official secrets, though its amplification would have to 
be sought in Niebuhr's despatches and memorials. 

Niebuhr found two views prevailing at that time 
among writers as well as pubhc men respecting the 
relation of the State to the Boman Catholic Church, 
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neither of which Ratisfied him, hut on the contrary were 
offensiTe to him as a philosopher, an historian, and a 
statesman, inasmuch as they appeared to him to hare 
proceeded from the decomposition of the vital elementa 
of the Church and State, and to be a consequence of the 
dechne of somid views and doctrines respecting them. 
I wiU here only briefly mention, merely for the sake of 
those who do not know or do not understand his great 
historical work — and sudi, it most be confessed, form 
the majority, especially in Gennany — that Niebuhr 
possessed a well-digested view of the State, which had 
become a living picture in his mind, and by which his 
scattered expressions respecting history and public 
affairs, as well as hia whole pohticsl life, are to be inter- 
preted. It was this idea of the State, which was a 
philosophical, no less than an historical and practical 
one, although he had not wrought it out into a well- 
founded and complete system, which he, as a youths 
opposed with healthy aversion to the negative and 
destructive doctrines and opinions, which prevailed at 
that time consciously or imconsciously in society and the 
literary world, and to the wide-spread jacobinism whic^ 
he utterly abhorred. It was essentially the same view 
which he, as a statesman and philosopher, in the fiill 
feeling of his superiority, opposed, now with a smile of 
pity, now with indignant rebuke, to the shallow, one- 
sided, Btubhom attempts to restore political science by 
means of the crude negations of jacobinism, or a few 
elementary, abstract, pliant propositions. Now among 
the vievrs respecting tiie relative position of the civil 
and ecclesiastical powers, witii which he came in contact^ 
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that one waa espedally repugnant to bim which teaches 
that the highest wisdom of a government consiBts in 
exercising a sort of minute and centralised police 
surreillance, and administratire control over the Roman 
Catholic Church. Niebuhr was firmly convinced of the 
contrary, and often expressed this in very strong terms, 
unconcerned, as it became such a man, respecting the 
laughable misconceptions, and even the malicious con- 
structions, to which it exposed him. The limitation of 
this oversight of the Roman Catholic Church to the 
preservation of the independence of the State, and the 
evidently indispensable protection of the government 
against an unlimited ecclesiastical power, external to 
the national life and the commonwealth, — this, which 
appeared to him the leading Amdamental idea of the 
existing laws, and the object to he aimed at in practice, 
seemed to others a treason against the principles of the 
FruBsian Code, and an abandonment of the ideal of 
monarchy. But Niebuhr was neither to be disconcerted 
by the appeal to the so-called " good principles," which 
the passions of men have in every ^e made their 
watch-word, nor yet by the bugbear of the Prussian 
Code. He knew that many general phrases and 
expressions, which had crept into the Code from the 
one-sided, often quite imtenable, doctrinary views of the 
<lay, had through the force of cdrcumstances, and the 
justice and mildness of the government, become a dead 
letter, which a practical statesman was bound to leave, 
like so much else, unrevived, inasmuch as a dead letter 
is always infinitely better than one " that killeth." But 
Niebuhr did not conceal from himself that the practical 



:,..dty Google 



46S HBUOIB OP NIEBDHB. 

influence of these hostile views might greatly paxaljee 
and interfere with his discharge of the duties of his 
office, and to this the words in the letter to Perth^ are 
to be referred : " The ambassador is merely the in^ru- 
ment of carrying out the ordeTs which he receives, and 
how litUe these orders are likely to be in accordance 
with my conrictions, I can already foresee." The letters, 
referred to above, show, that while his convictions 
underwent no alteration, his apprehenmons were not 
justified by the event Among otbers the well-known 
foot may be referred to, that upon his proposal made 
from Borne, the government immediately consented to 
the direct transmission of the Roman Cathohc requests 
for dispensations of marriage, from the bishops to the 
embassy charged with their presentation and advocscj, 
and to the inunediate transmission of the papal rescripts 
to the bishops — a measure which produced a most 
desirable simplification of nine-tentiu of tiie current 
business between Prussia and Eome. 

But there was yet another view at this time^ fixm 
which Niebuhr very distinctly dissented throughout the 
whole course of his mission. It was this, that the 
government ought to favour the wishes expressed for 
an internal remodelling of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Germany, abstain from all n^otiation in Rome, or 
even declare itself the organ of those views to the Papal 
Court, and carry them into execution. Kiebuhr did all 
justice to the individuals of this party who were really in 
earnest about the main point — the religious and moral 
elevation of their church — and did not simply desire 
to carry out the impracticable tiieory of a Grennan 
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Handbook of Canonical Law, in opposition to the Pope, 
or to set up for popes themselvea. But as a philosopher 
and historian, he held their aims impossible of attain- 
ment, and as a statesman, the highest wisdom, as well 
as justice, seemed to him to demand that a Protestant 
gOTemment should, of all others, be the last to enter 
on such a course. On this point also Niebuhr had 
eveiy reason to be fully satisfied with the part he 
had taken. 

Niebuhr's own view was based entirely on the three 
leading traits of his character, — conscientious piety, 
incorruptible integrity, and burning patriotism. His 
reverence for the views of Christianity which friends 
and pious men such as Stolberg and F^u^lon held sacred, 
made him regard a tender and reverent handling of 
everything connected with these vievrs as an imperative 
duty in the case of individuals as well as that of nations. 
I remember his once saying to me, in reference to this, 
" How much easier to myself I could make my position 
in Rome, and how much more satis&ction could I give 
in various quarters, nay, even reap applause, if I were 
but an atheist I" A deep text, suggesting many 
reflections. The respect for the rights of others whidi 
was vrith Niebuhr a second nature, never allowed him 
to forget the duties which a Christian government had 
taken upon itself with reference to the Roman Catholic 
population, by the very rights which she claimed with 
regard to tiieir church. Finally, bis love for his 
German father-land, both in the narrower and wider 
sense of the term, strengthened these sentiments. 
Niebuhr saw in the "truce of God," between the 
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memlMrs of the two Coufessioiis, — whom a calamitous 
war on the plaina and mountains of their primitire home 
had left as rival bodies, and yet spiritually and bj 
affinity one nation, — the onty guarantee for the unity 
of the Germans, and consequently for the preservation 
of their freedom and independence. On this ground, he 
wished to avert everything that might disturb that 
peace, and call up the lurking demons. What he s^d on 
this point, in his famous address to his beloved hearers, 
in 1830, flowed from a loving heart, oppressed, naj 
sometimes uncontrollably agitated by the vehemence of 
its emotions, which never beUed itself in this or anj 
other portion of his life. No statesman of any age or 
nation who has a heart in his bosom, and feels Hm 
sorrows of humanity and the heavy burdens of the past 
and present, can see without emotion, bow strong a 
sympathy and interest Niebuhr felt as a fellow-countiy* 
man and Christian, in all that he recognised as the real 
wants and essential r^hts of his fellow-citizens of the 
Roman Catholic Church, frxim the poverty of the parish 
priest on the Rhine, to the elective rights of the 
Genoan cathedral chapters, nor fail to remark the con- 
trast this spirit presented to Napoleon's niggardly q)irit, 
and the right which he claimed to the arbitrary 
nomination of the bishops, as it exists in nearly all 
Boman Cathohc countries. 

In Niebuhr's opinion, the government was bound to 
provide for the institutions necessary to the existence 
and efficiency of that Church in the land. With respect 
to public instructioD, he considered it indispensable that 
it should bear a character of nationiJity, combined with 
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a due consideration of the existing religious and eccle- 
siasticEd wants ; and regarded every admixture of a 
foreign, excluBive and aepiu^tist influence on the great 
educational institutions of modem times, as pernicious ; 
while, on the other hand, he deemed the eccleaiaatical 
character of the episcopal seminaries for the conclusion 
of the clerical education, judicious and wholesome. But 
with respect also to strictly spiritual relations, he held 
that the government, guided by the principles we have 
indicated, ought, in the first instance, to take counsel 
with their own consciences and their Roman Catholic 
clei^ and statesmen, and then to establish whatever 
their paternal solicitude might point out to them as 
ibeir duty. 

Further, Niebuhr believed that negotiations with the 
Court of Rome were the surest and most natural means 
of attaining these noble and desirable ends, and of 
laying the foundation of a more flourishing condition of 
the Church. The conclusion of a Concordat he had 
considered from tiie first as an altogether inadmissible 
idea, because he knew, that in the present position of a 
fully organised European State to the RomiE^ eccle- 
siastical power, no Concordat whatever can be concluded 
with honesty, even apart from the peculiar case of 
I^testant governments. With his principles, and his 
character as a Roman historian and a Crerman states- 
man, had he not hrou^t this conviction with him to 
Rome, it would have been forced upon him by the 
negotiations and proceedings of which he was a witness 
and a judge during his residence there. The statements 
of his views on these subjects will one day prove a mine 
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of gold to the reflecting statesimui, and the historian 
conversant with public life. 

In Niebuhr's opinion, the negotiations -nith Eome 
ought to hare no other object than to give solemnity 
to the establishment of the resolutions that should be 
adopted after mature dehberation, as the result of an 
open and sincere understanding respecting the individual 
practical points, the canonical forms, and the modem 
development of the Koman Cathohc Church in Giermany. 
Both parties, he considered, must seek a basis for their 
friendly relations, not afforded by their conflicting 
principles, in the common interest felt in the object of 
their cares, and the practical importance of the points 
concerned in their deliberations ; further, in the still 
greater importance of the fact of an honest under- 
standing between them being possible. He believed 
that such an understanding would he a benefit to both 
Church and State, and a security to universal peace, 
beneath whose fostering wings the life of European 
nations might attain its full development. In all these, 
to him, fundamentally important views, Niebuhr had 
the satisfaction of finding the fullest concurrence on the 
part of the Prussian government during his negotiations. 
If he was deceived — if it was an error to suppose that 
a Protestant government, conscientiously acting with a 
view to the highest welfare of its subjects, might carry 
its enlightened views with regard to the Roman Catholic 
Church into eflect by means of an understanding with 
Rome, — if in spite of these pure intentions, malignant 
agitation and priestly pretension now threaten with fresh 
Btorms the repose of Germany and of the world, which 
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it was hoped would be secured by these relations, — 
N^iebuhr's aahes may still be suffered to rest in peace. 
He shared this error, if such it was, with the noblest 
minds of his nation, and he and they will, perhaps, be 
all the dearer to posterity for the sake of this very error. 
Trust and patience are never thrown away, especially 
in the case of a powerful goTemment, and extended 
historical experience can never be bought too dearly by 
those who remain true to themselves. 

Further, it must be said, that in the views we have 
pourtrayed, Niebuhr thought as a practical statesman, 
who takes reaUty as he finds it. He said once 
to a very distinguished English statesman, still hving, 
who had consulted him while in Rome, with reference 
to similar relations with the Court of Rome, "Do 
everything in your power for the benefit of your 
Cathohcs ; give their clergy salaries, and have them 
well educated at home, but never keep an ambassador 
in Rome." 

That he did not conceal from himself the perils of 
the future, — that he well knew how much of the then 
peaceable intentions of Rome was owing to the personal 
character of the pious Pope and his excellent Cabinet, 
and the instructive discipline of a period of tribulation, 
is sufficiently proved by his expressions in his letter to 
Madame Hensler, of the 4th of May, 1822. 

I cannot conclude these lines, written in Bnglwid, 
without expressing the pleasure I have derived from 
the appreciation and high esteem with which my ever- 
revered master and fatherly friend is here regarded by 
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atateamen and scholars, — and eepecially from the pure 
enthusiasm mth "which he has inspired the most earnest 
and noble portion of the youth of this country. His 
influence, which is apparent to every obseirer, is not 
adequately represented even by the &ct that a much 
larger number of copies of the Eoghsh translation of his 
History of Rome hare been sold than of the (rerman 
original, though many of the latter have also found their 
way to England. Kiebuhr's incomparable superiority 
to all the critics of modern times, — the deep truth 
of his historical views and political maxims, — the 
pr^nant solidity of his earnest and dignified, if not 
©asy style, — the elevation of his moral views of the ■ 
world, — all this has long been acknowledged, in the 
homage paid to the Roman historian by the most dis- 
tioguished men of every party in Church and State. But 
the pure human greatness of his noble heart, — ^his 
unspotted life, — ^his unwavering courage amid ill-health 
and disappointed or over-clouded hopes, — the devoted 
love of such a mind, — the elevating and childlike faith 
in die divinity of virtue and truth, — the union of quali- 
ties and capacities of heart and intellect so rarely seen 
in combination, — in a word, the image presented in the 
letters before us, has raised that esteem to persomd 
attachment, and the seeds of knowledge and virtue 
BO richly scattered through them have &llen on a good 
and fruitful soil. 

Well may we Grermans term this joy a sorrowful one, 
when we turn our eyes to the disgraceful efforts of 
little-minded men, who, humbled beneaUi the grave and 
piercing glance of genius, have fallen a prey to their 
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own mean passions, and conspired with the disciples of 
impiety, and the apostles of everything un-Gemum, to 
spy out the weak points of a great man with malicious 
joy, and use them with Mephistopheiian address for 
their own ends ; but it is so ordained that meanness 
and wickedness must hate nobleness and greatness, 
and Niebuhr's chief feihng — that of yielding in such 
cases to undue vexation — shall not be imitated by his 
frieodB. 



Loudon, 26f A 0/ AAruory, 1 
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